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A R E F A C E. 


HE Hind Reception The Pleafing 
Inſtructor has met with in N 
fince its firſt Publication, merits the Editor's 
mat fincere and hearty Thanks. In this 
Edition many Additions and Amendments 
are made, which, bis hoped, will meet wi th 
Approbation. Several original Eſſays, by . 
à Friend, are inſerted, which, in the Table 
of Contents, are marked ANON. Engliſh 
Mottos are prefixed to the Eſſays; and Care 
has been taken to: inſert ſuch only as are 
_ conciſe, appoſite, and ſtriking, that they 
may have the better —_— on the Minds Y 
F | 


— HE Reader will is kind enough 1 to ob- 
ſerve, that The Pleaſing Inſtructor was at 
firſt chiefly undertaken, and i. luce continued, 


with aVicw to exhibit a connected Plan of 
a Mare 


3 The PR E F A CE. 


Morality for the Inſtrufion of the Youth of 
both Sexes, and free from that incoherent 
 Fumble ſo remarkable in all Collections of 

this Kind which have hitherto been publiſh- 
ed.—T he Utile Dulci has been conſulted, 
and Morality here appears ſmiling, and 
free from that unpleaſing Formality with 


which ſhe is too often diſguiſed by partial, 
or miſtaken Pedants.— The ſeveral Rela- 


tions, Eaftern Stories, Dreams, &c. vill, 
it is to be boped, recommend it to young 
Minds, whoſe Attentions are thereby par- 
ticularly engaged, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
_ which, Morality fteals inſenſibly into their 
good Graces, and makes the more laſting Im- 
Fraſian ion: The moſt elegant Writers have 
been conſulted by the Editor; ſo that the 
young Reader, by being converſant with the 
following Eſays, will at the ſame Time 
acquire a true Taſte of an Eafe and Ele- } 
gance in his Native 7. ongue ; an Accom- f 
pliſhment too much neglected by the Teachers 
of Youth, who ſeldom look on it as an In- 

provement fo abfolutely neceſſary as it really 

1 18 & 


The PREFACE i 


is And ibo the entertainment and Inſtruc- 
tion of Youth, at an Engliſh School, were 
principally conſidered in the firſt Publica- 
tion of this Book, yet the Editor has had 
the Pleaſure to find it ſince honoured with 
the Attention and Approbation of theſe more 
advanced in Years, and ſelected by the Po- 
lite and Fudicious throughout the Kingdom, 
inſomuch that it has now acquired a Place 
in almoſt every Parlour Window : To ren- 
der it the mors worthy of which Honour, © 
the Proprietors in this Edition have been at 
the Expence of four elegant Copper-plate 
Cuts, referring to the particular Incidents of 
which they are deſcriptive, and by which 
the Public may diſtinguiſh this Buok from 8 
Piracy * it now bad. 


3 


— 


444 4 r 
— E . - m 4 Cl 


© OE. ES I IT 
* 


NEW BOOKS, 


Juſt publiſhed, and fold by G. RoBINSON, Pater- 


noſter-ROw, London; and S. Hep G SON, Newcaſtle. 
In 12mo, Price 2s. bound, (printed on a new Type) deſigned for the 
Uſe of Schools, Clerks of Offices, or the Pocket; and to which is 
prefixed, A Practical Abſtract of Engliſh Grammar: A new and 

improved Edition, (being the FouxTH) of 
ISHER's SPELLING DICTIONARY and 
EXPOSITOR of the ENGLISH LANGUAGE, on a new 
Plan, peculiar to itſelf. Containing a much larger Collection of pri- 
mitive Converſation Words than any Book of the Kind and Price; 
and ſhewing how the ſame are to he written correctly and pronoun- 


ced properly, with the different Meanings or Significations thereof. 
To which is annexed, A Complete PANTHEON, or NEW 


DICTIONARY of the HEATHEN GODS and GODUESSES, . 


and of the moſt illuſtrious HEROES treated of by Homer, Vir- 
gil, Ovid, and other ancient Poets: With a ſummary Account of 
their Origin, Deſcent, how repreſented by Statvaries, Painters, &c. 
which muſt be found of particular Advantage to mere Engliſh Scho- 
lars, and greatly enhance the Value of the Book. +, 

II. | 


Price One Shilling bound, embelliſhed with an emblematical " I 


tiſpiece, and ſundry new and curious Cuts, repreſenting ſuch Vices 
as Children are moſt addicted to, and. ſuch Virtues gs ſhould be 


inculcated, A New Edition, of | 


HE NEW ENGLISH TUTOR: Or, 


MODERN PRECEPTOR.—A Spelling-Book, wherein Or- 


thography, or the Art of Spelling and Reading (as gradually collec- 


ted in former Editions of this Buok out of that Chaos it had long 
been involved in) is digeſted into a trite and regular Syſtem, quite 
eaſy and practicable to the meaneſt Capacity, and not liable to any 
future-Alterations; particularly as the Author has now ſelected into 
the different Tables, &c. all the modern original Words in the 


Language, from our beſt Dictionaries, elaſſed under their reſpeQive 
Modes of Pronunciation, as explained in the Preface ; to which 


the Doubtful are referred. A Compendium or Abſtract of Engliſh 
Grammar, the moſt uſeful extant, is annexed. By A. FISHER. 


III. 
4 Price only 2s. neatly bound, 8 
HE COMPLETE FABULIST : Or. » Crnorce 
COLLECTION of Moxa and EnTEerTaininG FABLES, 
in Proſe and Verſe, from the beſt Authors, ancient and modern.—— 


| Deſigned for the Inſtruction of both Sexes, as well as the Uſe of 


Engliſh Schools. Containing 240 Fables, which are nearly as many 
more as have appeared in any Beok on the Subject extant, at the 


Price: All Mr Gay's Fables are included. 
"nr _TTTS 
A thor of the Errrour of the HisToky of ENGLAND, 
The SECOND EDITION, 
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Thoughts on Education, 


BY WAY OF 


INTRODUCTION. 


HOUGH EDUCATION be a Subject that almoſt 
all authors, of all ages, have written upon ; yet 
many have attempted it who were ſtrangers, perhaps, 
to the moſt extenſive definition of the WORD: 
Others have laid down. very plamſible rules: and ſyſtenis 
for it, which, upon experience, have been found 
impracticable; while others have obliged the world 
with ſuch valuable and plain plans, that any thinking 
man muſt be apt to wonder how zhey ſhould have 
been miſſed or neglected; yet theſe able writers have, 
to ignorant and undiſceruing pretenders, planned and 
planned in vain; from which it may plainly be in- 
ferred, that different paſſions and diſpoſitions require 
different management and application, to ſo endleſs a 
variety, that it is merely impoſſible to enumerate 
methods for the proper correction of every enormity 
in every human mind, or to lay down rules for the 
beſt incitements to, and encouragement of , virtue and 
ſcience: So that the main point, aſter all their preſcrip- 
tions, muſt neceſſarily center in the tutors or gover- 
neſſes of ſchools and ſeminaries. Much learning and 
great abilities, (though material articles) are not the 
only eſſentials; he who has the moſt learning does 
not always convey it in the beſt and cleareſt manner 
to others; ſome cannot or will not be at the pains to 
ind out par Hicuzar methods (where e general ones fail) 
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to render what they would communicate intelligible inc 
to the various capacities of their pupils; nor do learn- ed, 
ing and knowledge always center in the ſame perſon. Wyo: 
77 Au knowledge, or what I would have comprehend- Wen; 
ed by the word Politeneſs, “ i is the grand mark or ſum- mc 
mit of education we ſhould aim at ;.** learning,” as a eff 
famous author has exprefled himſelf, “ is but the ve- is 
hicle that carries us to it.“ ve 


An auſtere or learned pedant has ſometimes 20hip- for 
ped Latin, Greek, &c. into a lad, whole very diſguſt m- 
to it increaſed, perhaps, with the acquiſition thereof; T. 
but it is a manifeſt abſu-dity to maintain or imagine mi 
that any one can be awed into a Love of learning ou 
and virtue. A boy is not at all cured of a fault, th 
who only avoids it for fear of puniſhment ; ne muſt be an 
influenced by a love for honour and credit, and with a ne 
laudable ambition to purſue them: Any maſter, who 'M Vo 
is himſelf a GooD and DISCERNING man, will not be lo- 
much at,a loſs how to confirm and ratify him in his na 
choice, being capacitated as a good man, to commu- 
nicate to him the ſecret impulſes, the benign re- 
tlections of his own honeſt, and, therefore, happy ex 
mind; as a diſcerning man to obſerve and remark to of 
him what wild havock and varied deſolation vice tr. 
and folly never fail to bring on their votaries, which tu 
may be clearly demonſtrated either by living exam th 
ples, among their acquaintances; or from books, bj 
{imilar relations, allegories, or eſſays, (ſuch as are 
inſerted in this collection) applied at proper times 
vn proper occaſions, Joann 1 explained and wiſely i 43 

in- 
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3 
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Jo deſine politeneſs, we may y ſay, it is all moral virtues : '7 
in epitome : It is a combination of difcretion, civility, com- I 
plaitance, and circumſpection, to pay every one the reſpect |} = of 
they have a right to demand of us; befides an exact know- 
ledge of decorum, and of what every one owes to his <freanel . 
quality, duly to maintain his character as becomes him: And], 4 
all this muſt be dreſſed and ſet off with an agreeable and inſi- (i 


Ti 
nuating air diffuſed through all our words and actions.” - 


. OO EDUCATION. 


le Winculcated : But an 1t.L man, though ever fo learns 
n- ed, can never be a good dchoolmaſter, it being im- 
n. W pollible he ſhould, with a due ſenſibility, deſcribe or 
d- Wenforce impulſes of goodneſs he does not feel, or de- 
a- monſtlate to others with clearneſs and impartiality the 
a f effects of thoſe vices and follies to which he bimſelf 
e- is ſo particularly biaſſed and attached; nay, even the 
Y Nvery beſt precepts and documents (could a maſter of 
this ſtamp be capable of ſuch) would tail of their due 
| force and influence from the mouth of one whoſe con 
ſt manners and diſpoſitions are contradictions to them; 
f; Therefore a bad man, in the point of edification, 7 
ne miſcarry; and even a good man My; for as no man 
18 Fought to be well bred (if a man can de well bred} at 
. the expence of religion and virtue, ſo neither ought 
de 4 any man to practiſe them in fo more or u man- 
a ner, as to deter others from imitation. I ihall endea— 
10 | vour to explain myſelf yet more clearly by the rwo fe- 
De loving Characters, which 1 ſhall repreſent by the 


F names of CAN DIDUS and DEN UNCLUS, 

u- A y 

e- 3 CANDIDUS is a man of extern if ve learning, has an 
exact knowledge of human nature, a great experience 
Jof the world, and of thofe differences which refu t 
Jfrom conititution, age, received opinions, exter nal for- 
tune, education, cuſtom, and converſation; manages 
the tempers of his pupils with indeſeribuble artfulneſs, 
E A conſequently can adapt or addreſs his admonitions 
or inſtructions to the moſt ſalutary ends, be his 


boats ever ſo numerous, or their dit! poſitions ever ſo 
ric. 


2 475 
7 Ra 85 
8 


n | As to the qualities of his mind, he is mild, humane, 
| om affeftionate, and even invitingly accefieble, en- 


1s | 

m- raging his pupils in the di! play of all their little 
e 9 ois, queries, and divided opinions; teaching them 
WW. | 8. at 
ive | 

nd 1 by By numerous, is not meant here many ſcholars at once, 


i- but at various times; as perhaps no man can, to perfection, 
9 cach more than tw chic or fourteen at a time. 
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at the ſame time, not to perſiſt in an opinion, &c. 
becauſe they had once avowed it; but to come frankly 
into conviction, and would frequently, with a con— 
deſcending bow, ſmile, &c. thank a ſcholar for any 
little officious ſervices or intended obligations; nay, 
frequently apologize, or aſk pardon, for any omiſ- 
fion, miſtake, miſapprehenſion, or fimilar modes of 


behaviour; ſuch as frequently occur among the be/? 


bred and polite; and thus by being treated as men, 
they become emulous of being ſuch. Familiarities 
in a tyrant are obſerved to beget contempt, in him 
reſpect and gratitude ; for as he has not even a 
thought that is ambitious, wrong + or malicious, he 
never was or can be ſeen by them in a little, mean, or 
ridiculous light; but his whole conduct is the living 
object of their imitation. Thus his character is 
rmiferm, his temper /erene and fleady, the influence 
acquired in his ſchool is unlimited: He applauds 
with ſo much pleaſure, and reproves with ſo much 
tender concern and affection, that they love him as 
a parent. 80 conflantly devout, and fervent in the 


-duties of religion and morality, that they reverence 
him as a Saint, and confider him as a Mentor: | hey 


are awed by his virtues, not by his ſeverities ; and by 
a conſtant attention to his doctrine, exemplified in his 
own life, his pupils frequently acquire © ſuch a con- 
« viction of the conſciouſneſs of a Deity to al their 
« thoughts, that every inordinate - wiſh becomes ſe— 


3 * 


A cretly ſuppreſſed by the moſt ſcrupulous circum- 
© ſpections. 5 


Such is the amiable Candidus, and ſuch the enga- 


ging and ſucceſsful methods he makes ule. of | 


— To rear the tender thought, 

To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 
„To pour the freſh inſtructions o'er the mind, 
« To breathe th' enliv'ning ſpirit, and to fix 

„% The gen'rous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt.” 
N Denun- 


1 


Ct 
.< 
o 
: = 
1 
v 
>. 4 
= 7 
= 0 
be 
= Vi 
SA 
+ A 
n 
2 I | 
Fo. 7 
9 
3 
23 
247 n 
4 a 
188 
3B 
.* 423 
8 : 
1 % 
9 
SAS 
5 7 * 
3 4 4 
x © 
14 
* 2 7 
r : 
ns 
18 
$3K 
I. 2 N 
1 
1 7 
CY 
%F 4 4 
Ty, 
4 
* . 
5 Wh 
$983 
1 
> * þ = 
= © 
= 
4% q 
C 8 1 
4 
4 - 4 A. ] 
1 
IG 
2 
FM 
22 5 
2 
I, f 
4 
© 4 
Py 
4 


S 


Qu vv te „o -» HO M7 


2 0 


'Or EDUCATION. v 


Denuncius too is a man of learning, but not ſo 
notorious for his learning as the 9/tentation of it: 
Therefore knowledge he cannot have much of, be- 
cauſe if he had, he would ſee /o much weakneſs even 
in the perfection of human reaſon, that he would 
in conſequence aeſpiſe, not be proud of, his own miſe- 
rable pittance : Watching and aſſiſting the openings 
of little minds, enlarging their zdeas, ſowing, the 
ſeeds of goodneſs, or weeding out enormizes, though 
very eſſential points, are yet ſuch as he is equally ig- 
norant and unconcerned about, wanting that nece/= 
ſary diſcernment to deduce the actions of men to their 
minuteſt ſources, or to infer conſequences from their 
manners or actions; but his incapacity in this is not 
the leaſt obſtruction to his general acceptation, which 
my wiſeft readers will, on ir thoughts, wonder at; 
but then let them conſider, that there are hundreds 
of parents who can judge of a lad's advancement in 
ſounds, ſyllables, words, or languages, who are ut- 
terly incapable of diſcerning the enlargement of his 
mental faculties, and their wonder will ceaſe. I have 
obſerved before, that he is vain and gffentations : 1 
ſhould have added paſſionate, pedantic, arrogant, mo— 
roſe, and ill-natured, he natural produce of a narrow 
and ignorant mind. As paſſionate, he frequently op- 
* po/es commotion with commotion : So that his ſcho— 
lars Joe upon his ſeverities as revenge, or the gratif- 
cation of his own conteſting humour, not the mece/- 
ſary correction of their faults. His paſſion too drives 
Him to ſuch lengths, as often ſubjects him to undue con- 
ceſſions, ſo that he deſtrcys the authority and order 
of bis ſchool by his very endeavours to preſerve them; 
in ſhort, as his behaviour in ſchool is exa@ly the re- 
3 verſe to that of Candidus, fo are its effects, for De- 
x ”uncius is as heartily ridiculed and deſpiſed, as the 
E: other is reverenced and beloved. While their boys, 
though perhaps with the equal approbation of their 
2 b 3 | 5 
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ſeveral parents, leave their reſpective ſchools with this 
difference, i. e. The inſtructions and example of Can- 
didus having diſpelled from before his pupils the miſt 
of ignorance, and enabled them to ſee clearly and 
judge infallibly of the merits and demerits of good 
a evil, and of the natural conſequences thereof, his 

oung men are thereby enabled to guard againſt a// 


incitements to the vjonary pleaſure of guilty life, and 


to ſtzer their courſe with fecurity and credit through 
the world: Whereas thoſe of Denuncius, not having 
had their ſenſes and reaſoning faculties exerciſed, or 
their judgments cultivated, but tyrannized into impli- 
cit obedience, and perhaps, into an irreparable mean- 
R neſs, abjectneſs, and ſlaviſhneſs of fpirzt, ſally forth 
into action and the wide world at random, ignorant of 
the roads that lead to true honour and happineſs, and 
unappriſed of the latent dangers of Vice and Error, 


till they are perhaps ſurprized, ſwallowed up, or other- 
wiſe undone by their conſequences. 


Notwithſtanding the reverſeneſs of theſe two cha- 


racters, they are almoſt always miſerably confounded 


by the wndifcer ning world, who are ever liable to be 
deceived by falſe appearances. Narrow reſerve. and 
pedantic moroſeneſs have paſſed for ſound wiſdom and 
profound diſcretion : Inſtructors of youth have dege- 
nerated into the corruptors and depravers of it, autho= 
rity into tyranny, and ſubmiſſion into ſlavery: Hence 
it is that the moſt deſpicable and worthleſs pretenders 
have put up for that veneration and eſteem, only due 
to men of ability and worth; and oftener men of abi- 
lity and worth have been obliged to ſhare the contempt 
due to knaves and dunces : By this means the moſt 
laudable and honorary profeſſion in the world, i. e. the 
znftrufting of youth, is eſteemed mean, dependent, and 
ſervile; and thus in far more inſtances than immediate- 
ly relate to my purpoſe, a nice obſerver may diſcern 

That 
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o EDUCATION, vii 


| « That the boündaf ies of diſtinction between good 


_ evil are almoſt loſt in the world.“ 


Drimematical Warning is at preſent, perhaps, too 
much out of faſhion, / pecially among the ladies. Moſt 
of our Engliſh Grammars are ſo dependent upon the 
Latin, that they appear only tranſlations of them, intro- 
ducing many needleſs perplexities; as ſuperfluous caſes, 
genders, moods, tenſes, Wc. peculiarities which our 
language is exempt from: I herefore it muſt proceed 
from ignorance or parade in any ſchool-maſter to 
teach or pretend much advantage therefrom, to a mere 
Englifh ſcholar; and, it is owing to this ignorance or 
unſucceſsful pretence, that Engliſh Grammar is /o much 
neglected, or ſo lightly eſteemed as it is, ever amongſt 
men of learning; though it is generally allowed that 
none can ſpeak or write properly who are ignorant of 
Grammar: Therefore it becomes neceflary that a 
practical Engliſo Grammar“ ſhould be conſiſtent with 
itſelf, and independent of the Latin, except in Juch a ar- 
ticles as are common to both. 

People can never diſplay their talents to much advan= 


= tage, either. in writing or converſation, unleſs they 


have a taſte for the beauty and propriety of their 
mother tongue; and which they can never have, with- 
out learning it, % as to: know the nature and Finds of 
words, with their connections and dependencies upon 
one another. That many women read much, and yet 
not to edificat ion, is chiefly hecauſe. they are igno- 
rant of theſe connections and dependencies, and there- 
by apply relatives to wrorg antecedents, verbs to 
wrong names, particularly where there is a genitive 
caſe between a nominative word and the verb, make 
things for perſons, and perſons for things, and are 
hare, 
* See FisuER's Engliſh Grammar. 
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thereby miſled in the ſenſe of what they are about to 
trace, eſpecially in circumſiantia! authors, or ſuch as 
the generality call dar and obſcure writers, meaning 
thoſe who, by tranſpoſition, Wc. deviate from the ge- 
neral order of the language: I hey feel an entangle- 
ment, though they know not what or where, and are 
equally þ/ind to the beauties and idioms of language. 1 
could eafily exemplify this; but it would be tedious to 
| demonſtrate it to thoſe who know nothing of govern- 
ment or conſtruction, and needleſs to thoſe who do, 
and have ever experienced the want of it in others. 


if 
33 
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Women being thus left lane in their learning, are 
\ in a, great meaſure incapable of further improving 
themſelves, in ſpite of 40l the pains that writers have 
4 taken, or may take, till the obſtacle be removed: And 
1 till to aggravate the caſe, they are moſtly put to /eww- 
ing, or ſimilar articles, under the care of ſome miſtreſs, 
who is perhaps either utterly incapable of aſſiſting them 
in the purſuit of knowledge, or who, from a crudity 
of ſcholars, wants time to point out or explain to them 
fuch places or ſubjects in books as are b-f} adapted to 
their ſeveral wants, or even to direct them in the 
choice of books. Others there are who have not a 
book in their ſchools, or ſuch only as are no way ſuira- 
| ble for youth. Theſe impediments are very lamenta- 
ble, eſpecrally as they occur in the very nick of time a 
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; young lady ſhould be taught to think, reflect, and form 1 
1 a a fte of life in. WP 
4 I do not mean to recommend READING at the ex= # 
q pence of SEWING, but would only make a principle of 1 
N the former. There are ſeveral governeſſes, doubtleſs, 1 


who are very capable of inſtructing young ladies in both, 3M 
which would form an agreeable variety, by relaxing or 
relieving them from one by the other. EE, 
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Thoſe who have no taſte for intellectual amoſcments 


will ſeize upon the next thing at hand, be it of ever ſo 
© light or fantaſtical a kind. © A love for diverſions, 
{ where it has once got footing. Heals upon perſons in- 
& ſenſibly, till it engroſſes their w he time: It therefore 
becomes neceſſary to get the ſtart of it, and prepoſſeſs 


them early with a love of books,” 
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= = The Practice of VIRTUE recommended. 

& ; 1 IT Happineſs be your Purſuit, = 

| 5 Plant Virtue, and Content's the Fruit, Gar. 
2 HEN Hercules, ſays the divine Prodicus, 
.o « was in.that Part of his Youth, in which 
32 4 W it was natural for him to conſider what 
5 = > Courſe of Lite he ought to purſue, he 
57 1 +=: one Day retired into a Deſart, where the 


Silence and Solitude of the Place very much favoured 
his Meditations. As he was muſing on his preſent 
Condition, and very much perplexed in himſelf on the 
State of Life he ſhould chule, he ſaw two Women, 
of a larger Stature than ordinary, approaching to- 
wards him. One of them had a very notable Air, 
and graceful Deportment; her Beauty was natural 
and eaſy; ; her Perſon clean and unſpotted 3 her Eyes 
N eCaſt towards the Ground, with an agreeable Reſerve 
E. her Motion and Behaviour full of Modeſty; and her 

Raiment as white as Snow. — The other had a great 
Deal of Health and Floridneſs in her Conmenance; 
which ſhe had helped with an artificial White and 
Red, and endeavoured to appear more graceful than 
; Or- 
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ordinary in her Mien, by a Mixture of Affectation in 


all her Geſtures. She had a wonderful Confidence 
and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all the Variety of 
Colours in her Dreſs, that ſhe thought were the moſt 
proper to ſhew her Complexion to an Advantage, 


Ohe caſt her Eyes on herſelf, then turned them on | 
thoie that were preſent, to ſee how they liked her, 
and often looked on the Figure ſhe made in her own 
Shadow. Upon her nearer Appproach to Hercules, the | 
ſtepped before the other Lady, (who came forward | 


with a regular compoſed Carriage) and running up to 
him, accoſted him in the following Manner : 

My dear Hercules, (fays the) I find. you are very 
much divided in your own Thoughts upon the Way 
of Life that you ought to chuſe: Be my Friend, 'and 
follow me; I will lead you into the Poſſeſſion of Plea- 
fare, and out of the Reach of Pain, and remove you 
from all the Noiſe and Diſquietude of Buſineſs. The 
Affairs of either War or Peace ſhall have no Power 
to diſturb you. Your whole Employment ſhall be to 
make your Life eaſy, and to entertain every Senſe 
with its proper Gratifications. Sumptuons Tables, 
Beds of Roſes, Clouds of Perfumes, Concerts of Mu- 
fic, Crowds of Beauties, are all in Readineſs to re- 
ceive you. Come along with me into this Region of 
Delights, this World of Pleaſure, and bid farewel 
for ever to Care, to Pain, and to Buſineſs. 

Hercules, hearing the Lady talk after this Manner, 
defired to know her Name; to which ſhe anſwered, 


my Friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted with | 


me, call me Happineſs ; but my Enemics, and thoſe 
who would injure my e have given me the 
Name of Pleaſure. 

By this Time the other Lady was come up, who 


addreſſed herſelf to the young Hero i in a yy dillereht 


Manner. 
Hercules, (fays ſhe) I offer Wye to you, becapla 
I know you are deſcended from the Gods, and pive 
Proots of that Deſcent by your Love of Virtue, 15 
"IN 
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Application to the Studies proper for your Age. This 


makes me hope you will gain, both for yourſelf and 
mc, an immortal Reputation. But before I invue 
you into my 5ociety and Friendſhip, I will be open 


| and ſincere with you; and muſt lay down this as an 


eſtabliſhed "ruth, that there is nothing truly valuable 
whicl. can be purchaſed without Pain and Labour. 
The Gods have fer a Price upon every real and noble 
Pl-alure. If you would gain the Favour of the Deity, 
you mult be at the Pains of worſhipping him; if the 
Friendſhip of good Men, you muſt ſtudy to oblige 
them; if you would be honoured by your Country, 
you mutt take Care to ſerve it. In ſhort, if you 
would be eminent in War or Peace, you muſt become 
Maſter of all the Qualifications that can make you 
ſo. heſe are the only Terms and Conditions upon 
which I can propoſe Happineſs. The Goddels of | 
Pleaſure here broke in upon her Diſcourſe : You ice, 
(laid the) Hercules, by her own Conteflion, the V ay 
to her Pleaſure is long and difficult, whereas that 
which I propoſe is ſhort and ealy. Alas! ſaid the 
other Lady, whoſe Viſage glowed with a Pailion made 
up of Scorn and Pity) what are the Flcatures you pro- 
pole ? To eat before you are hungry, drink before 
you are thirſty, ſleep before you are tired, to gratily 
Appetites before they are railed, and raiſe ſuch Appe - 


tites as Nature never planted. You never heard ihe 


moſt delicious Muſic, which is the Praiſe of one's Self; 
nor ſaw the moſt beautiful Object, which is the Work 
of one's own Hands. Your Votaries paſs away their 
Youth in a Dream of miſtaken Pleaſure, while they 
are hoarding up Anguith, Torment, and Remorte ter 

old Age. 1 5 | 
As for me, Iam the Friend of the Gods and of good 
Men, an agreeable. Companion of the Arxtiſan, a 
houſhold Guardian to the Fathers of Families, a Pa- 
tron and Protector of Servants, and an Aﬀociate in all 
true and generous Friendthips. The Banquets of my 
Votaries are never cottly, but always delicious; tor 
7 A2 none 
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ordinary in her Mien, by a Mixture of Affectation in. 
all her Geſtures. She had a wonderful Confidence 
and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all the Variety of i; 
Colours in her Dreſs, that ſhe thought were the moſt 
proper to ſhew her Complexion to an Advantage, | 
She caſt her Eyes on herſelf, then turned them on 
thoſe that were preſent, to ſee how they liked her, 
and often looked on the Figure ſhe made in her own | 
Shadow. Upon her nearer Appproach to Hercules, the } 
ſtepped before the other Lady, (who came forward | 
with a regular compoſed Carriage) and running up to N 
him, accoſted him in the following Manner: 7 

My dear Hercules, (ſays the) I find you are very 
much divided in your own I houghts upon the Way 
of Life that you ought to chuſe: Be my Friend, and 
follow me; I will lead you into the Pofſeſſion of Pleas | 
fare, and out of the Reach of Pain, and remove you 
from all the Noiſe and Diſquietude of Buſineſs. The 
Affairs of either War or Peace ſhall have no Power 
to diſturb you. Your whole Employment ſhall be to 
make your Life eaſy, and to entertain every Senſe 
with its proper Gratifications. Sumptuous Tables, 
Beds of Roſes, Clouds of Perfumes, Concerts of Mu— 
fic, Crowds of Beauties, are all in Readineſs to re- 
ceive you. Come along with me into this Region of 
Delights, this World of Pleaſure, and bid farewel 
for ever to Care, to Pain, and to Buſineſs, 

Hercules, hearing the Lady talk after this Manner, 
deſired to know her Name; to which ſhe anſwered, 
my Friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted with 
me, call me Happineſs ; but my Enemics, and thoſe 
who would injure my Reputation, have given me the 
Name of Pleaſure. 

By this Time the other Lady was come up, who 
addreſſed herſelf to the young Hero in a very diffarebt 
Manner. 

Hercules, (fas ſhe) I offer myſelf to you, Went 
J know you are deſcended from the Gods, and give 


Proofs of that Deſcent by your Love of Virtue, and 
Ap- 
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nce makes me bope you will gain, both for yourſelf anil 
of me, an immortal Reputation. But before I invue 
10\t | you into my Society and Friendthip, I will be open 
ige. Wand ſincere with you; and muſt lay down this as an 
on eſtabliſned ruth, that there is nothing truly valuable 


er, W which. can be purchated without Pain and Labour. 
wn The Gods have fer a Price upon every real and noble 
the WPl:ature. If you would gain the Favour of the Deity, 
ard you muſt be at the Pains of worſhipping him; if the 


to WFriendſhip of good Men, you muſt ſtudy to oblige 
them; if you would be honoured by your Country, 


ry you muſt take Care to ſerve it. In ſhort, if you 
ay would be eminent in War or Peace, you muſt become 
nd Maſter of all the Qualifications that can make you 
-a- o. Theſe are the only Terms and Conditions upon 
ou which I can propoſe Happineſs. The Goddels oft 
he Pleaſure here broke in upon her Diſcourſe : You ſee, 
er (aid the) Hercules, by her own Confeſſion, the . ay 
to to her Pleaſure is long and difficult, whereas that 
le MW which I propoſe is thort and ealy. Alas! ſaid the 
8, other Lady, whoſe Viſage glowed with a Patlion made 
1- MF up of Scorn and Pity) what are the Fleaſures you pro- 
- WH pole? To eat before you are hungry, drink before 
f MF you are thirſty, ſleep before you are tired, to gratify 
el Appetites before they are raiſed, and raiſe ſuch Appe- 
tites as Nature never planted. You never heard the 
, moſt delicious Muſic, which is the Praiſe of one's Self; 
, nor ſaw the moſt beautiful Object, which is the Work 
h of one's own Hands. Your Votaries pals away their 
e Youth in a Dream of miſtaken Pleaſure, while they 
e are hoarding up Anguiſh, Torment, and Remorſe for 
old Age. p . 
0 As for me, Iam the Friend of the Gods and of good 
t Men, an agreeable Companion of the Artitan, - a 
f houthold Guardian to the Fathers of Families, a Pa- 
e tron and Protector of Servants, and an Aſſociate in all 
- true and generous Friendthips. The Banquets of my 
| Votaries are never coltly, but always delicious; for 
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none eat and drink at them, who are not invited by | 
Hunger and Thirſt. Their Slumbers are ſound, and | 
their Wakings are chearful. My young Men have 
the Pleaſure of hearing themſelves praiſed by thoſe | 
who are in Years; and thoſe who are in Years, of be- 


ing honoured by thoſe who are young. In a Word, 


my Followers are favoured by the Gods, beloved by / 
their Acquaintances, eſteemed by their Country, and 
(after the Cloſe of their Labours) honoured by ge- 5 


ſterity. 


We know, by the Life of this memorable Hero, to 2 
which of theſe two Ladies he gave up his Heart; and, | 
I believe, every one who reads this, will do him the 


Juſtice to approve his Choice. 
I very much admire the Speeches of theſe Ladies, as 


containing in them the chief Arguments for a Life of | 


Virtue, or a Life of Pleaſure, that could enter into the 
Thoughts of an Heathen 3 but am particularly plezfed 
with the different Figures he gives the two Goddeſſes. 
Our modern Authors have repreſented Pleaſure and 
Vice with an alluring Face, but ending in-Snakes and 
Monſters : Here the appears in all the Charms of 
Beauty, though they are falſe and borrowed ; and 
by that Means compoſe a Viſion entirely natural and 
pleaſing. 

1 have tranſlated this Allegory for the Benefit of 
the Youth of Great-Britain ; and particularly of thoſe 
who are {till in the deplorable State of Non-exiſtence, 
and whom I moſt earneſtly entreat to come into the 
World. Let my Embryos ſhew the leaſt Inclination 
to any ſingle Virtue, and I ſhall allow it to be a Strug- 
gling towards Birth. I do not expect of them, that, 
like the Hero in the foregoing Story, they ſhould go 
about as ſoon as they are born with a Club in their 
Hands, and a Lion's Skin on their Shoulders, to root. 
out Monſters, and deſtroy Tyrants; but, as the fineſt 


Author of all Antiquity has ſaid upon this very Occa- 


ton, though a Man has not the Abilities to diſtinguiſh 
_ himſelf in the moſt ſhining Parts of a great Character, 
he 
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Ihe has certainly the Capacity of being juſt, , 
modeſt, and temperate. 


| G D:k.8 NE. $$. 

He auho defers his Work from Day to Day, 
Doe on a River's Brink expefing ay, 

Till the aubole Stream which ftopp'd him ſhould be gone, 
1 Which, as it runs, for ever will run on. ANON. 
5 is LENESS is fo general a Diſtemper, that I can- 
A not but imagine a Speculation on this Subject will 
1d, | be of univerſal Uſe. There is hardly any one Per- 
he ſon without ſome Alloy of it; and Thouſands beſides 

I myſelf ſpend more Time in an idle Uncertainty, 
whether of two Affairs to begin firſt, than would 
have been ſufficient to have ended them both. The 
| Occaſion of this ſeems to be the Want of ſome ne- 
ceſſary Employment, to put the Spirits in Motion, 
and to awaken them out of their Letharzy. If I had 
leſs Leiſure, I ſhould have more; for I ſhould then 
find Time diſtinguiſhed into Portions, ſome for Buſi- 
gneſs, and others for the indulging of Pleafures : But 
now one Face of Indolence overſpreads the whole, 
and I have no Land- mark to direct myſelf by. Were 
X one's Time a little ſtraitened by Buſineſs, like Water 
2x encloſed in its Banks, it would have ſome determined 
Courſe; but unleſs it be put into ſome Channel, it 
„ KT has no Current, but becomes a Deluge without either 
Uſe or Motion. 

When Scanderberg, Prince of Epirus, was dead, 
dhe Turls, who had but too often felt the Force of 
his Arm in the Battles he had won from them, ima- 
8 one that by wearing a Piece of his Bones near their 
Hearts, they ſhould be animated with a Vigour and 
Force like to that which inſpired him when living. 
As IJ am like to be but of little Uſe while I live, 1 
am reſolved to do what Good I can after my De- 
38 ceaſe ; and have accordingly ordered my Bones to 
be diſpoſed of in this Manner for the Good of my 
E: A 3 Coun- 
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Countrymen, who are troubled with too exorbitant 
a. Degree of Fire. 
me, would in a ſhort Time be brought to endure 
their Beds in a Morning, and perhaps even quit them 
with> Regret at Ten : Inſtead of hurrying away to 
teaze a poor Animal, and run away from their own 
Thoughts, a Chair or a Chariot would be thought 
the moſt deſirable Means of performing a Remove 
from one Place to another. I fhould be a Cure for 
the unnatural Deſire of 7% Trott for Dancing, and a 


Specific to leſſen the Inclination Mrs Fidget has to 1 
Motion, and cauſe her always to give her Approba- 


tion to the preſent Place ſhe is in. In fine, no Egyp- 
tian Mummy was ever half fo uſeful in Phyſic, as I 
ſhould be to thoſe feveriſh Conſtitutions, to repreſs 
the violent Sallies of Youth, and to give each Action 


its proper Weight and Repoſe. 3 
I can ſtifle any violent Inclination, and oppoſe a 
Torrent of Anger, or the Solicitations of Revenge, 
with Succeſs. But Indolence is a Stream which flows 
 flowly on, but yet undermines the Foundation of every 
Virtue. A Vice of a more lively Nature were a more 
deſirable Tyrant than this Ruſt of the Mind, which 
gives a Tincture of its Nature to every Action of 
one's Life. It were as little Hazard to be toſſed in a 
Storm, as to lie thus perpetually becalmed : And it is 
to no Purpoſe to have within one the Seeds of a 
— Thouſand good Qualities, if we want the Vigour and 
Reſolution neceſſary for the exerting them. Death 
brings all Perfons back to an Equality; and this 
Image of it, this Slumber of the Mind, leaves no 
Difference between the greateſt Genius and the mean- 
eſt Underſtanding: A Faculty of doing Things re- 
markably Praife-worthy thus concealed, is of no more 
Uſe to the Owner, than a Heap of Gold to a Man 
who:.dares not uſe it. Gs 

'Fo-morrow is ſtill the fatal Time when all is to be 
rectified: To-morrow comes, it goes, and ſtill I pleaſe 
myſelf with the Shadow, whilſt I loſe the Reality 


un- 


All Fox-hunters, upon wearing 
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unmindful that the preſent Time alone is ours, the fu- 
ture is yet unborn, and the paſt is dead, and can only. 


© live (as Parents in their Children) in che Actions it has 


produced. e | | 2 75 
The Time we live ought not to be computed by 


the Number of Years, but by the Uſe which has been 


made of it; thus, it is not the Extent - of Ground, 
but the yearly Rent which gives the Value to the 


Eſtate. Wretched and thoughtleſs Creatures, in the 
only Place where Covetouſneſs were a Virtue, we 


turn Prodigals! Nothing lies upon our Hands with 


| ſuch Uneafineſs ; nor has there been fo many Devices 
| for any one Thing, as to make it flide away imper- 


ceptibly and to no Purpoſe. A Shilling thall be hoard- 
ed up with Care, wHilſt that which is above the Price 
of an Eſtate, is flung away with Difregard and Con- 


| tempt. There is nothing now-a-days ſo much avoid- 
ed, as a ſolicitous Improvement of every Part of Time; 


it is a Report that muſt be ſhunned as one tenders the 
Name of a Wit and a fine Genius, and as one fears the 
dreadful Character of a laborious Plodder : But not- 


Z withſtanding this, the greateſt Wits any Age has pro- 


duced thought far otherwiſe ; for who can think either 
Socrates or Demeſthenes loſt any Reputation, by their 
continual Pams both in overcoming the DefeQs and 


improving the Gifts of Nature? All are acquainted 


with the Labour and Affiduity with which Tully ac- 
quired his Eloquence. Seneca, in his Letters to Luci- 


lius, aſſures him, there was not a Day in which he did 
not either write fomething, or read and epitomiſe ſome 
good Author; and I remember Pliny, in one of his 


Letters, where he gives an Account of the various 


Methods he uſed to fill up every Vacancy of Time, 
after ſeveral: Employments which he enumerates:; 


ſometimes, ſays he, I hunt; but even then I carry 


4 with me a Pocket-book, that whilſt my Servants are 


buſied in diſpoſing of the Nets and other Matters, 
I may be employed in ſomething that may be uſeful 
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to me in my Studies; and that if Imiſs of my Game, | 
I may at the leaſt bring Home ſome of my own XK 
Thoughts with me, and not have the Mortification of 
having caught nothing all Day. 5 

Thus, Sir, you ſee how many Einmples 1 rocah 5 
to mind, and what Arguments | uſe with myſelf, to 
1 my Liberty: But as I am afraid it is no ordi- 

nary Perſuaſion that will be of Service, I ſhall expect 
your Thoughts on this Subject with the greateſt Im- 
patience, eſpecially ſince the Good will not be con- 
fined to me alone, but will be of univerfal Uſe. For 
there are no Hopes of Amendment where men are | 
pleaſed with their Ruin, and whilſt they think Lazi- 
neſs is a deſirable Character: Whether it be that they 
like the State itſelf, or that they think it gives them 
a.new Luſtre when they do exert themſelves, ſeem- 
ingly to be able to do that without Labour and Ap- 
plication, which others attain to but by the greateſt 
Diligence. 


SIMON SLow. 


On ſpending T1ME. 


Time in Advance behind him hides his Wings ; 
And ſeems to creep decrepid with his Age: 
Beho!d him auhen paſt by, what then is ſeen, ; 
But his broad Pinions fleeter than the Wind. Youns. 


E all of us complain of the Shortneſs of Time, 

faith Seneca, and yet have much more than 
we know what to do with. Our Lives, ſays he, are 
ſpent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we 
ought to do. We are always complaining our Days 
are few, and acting as though there would be no End 
of them. That noble Philoſopher has deſcribed our 
Inconſiſtency with ourſelves in this Particular, by all 
thoſe various Turns of Expreſſion and 1 hought which 
are e to his Writings, 
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I often conſider Mankind as wholly inconſiſtent 


with itſelf in a Point that bears ſome Affinity to the 
former. Though we ſeem grieved at the Shortneſs of 
Life, in general, we are wiſhing every Period of it at 
an End. The Minor longs to be at Age, then to be 
a Man of Buſineſs, then to make up an Eſtate, then to 


arrive at Honours, then to retire. I hus although the 


& whole of Life is allowed by every one to be ſhort, the 
{ ſeveral Diviſions of it appear to be long and- tedious. 
We are for lengthening our Span in general, but. 


would fain contract the Parts of which it is compoſed. 
The Uſurer would be very well ſatisfied to have all the 


Time annihilated that lies between the preſent Mo- 
ment and next Quarter Day. The Politician would 
be content to loſe three Years in his Life, could he 
place Things in the Poſture which he fancies they will 
ſtand in after ſuch a Revolution of Time. The Lover 
2X would be glad to ſtrike out of his Exiſtence all the Mo- 


ments that are to paſs away before the happy Meeting. 


Thus, as faſt as our Time runs, we ſhould be very 
glad, in moſt Part of our Lives, that it ran much faſt- 
er than it does. Several Hours of the Day hang upon 


our Hands, nay we with away whole Years, and travel 


through Time as through a Country filled with many 
wild and empty Waſtes, which we would fain hurry 


3 | over, that we may arrive at thoſe ſeveral little Settle- 


ments or imaginary Points of Reſt which are diſperſed 
up and down in it. 55 3 


If we divide the Life of moſt Men into twenty 


Parts, we ſhall find that at leaſt nineteen of them are 
NR mere Gaps and Chaſms, which are neither filled with 
2X Pleaſure nor Buſineſs. I do not, however, include in 
this Calculation, the Life of thoſe Men who are in a 
xXx perpetual Hurry of Affairs, but of thoſe only who are 
not always engaged in Scenes of Action; and I hope. 
l ſhall not do an unacceptable Piece of Service to thoſe. 
& Perſons, if I point out to them certain Methods for 
the filling up their empty Spaces of Life. The Me- 
thods J ſhall propoſe to them are as follow. 


The 


and find a Man Buſineſs more than the moſt active 


cretion. 


Chearfulneſs of Temper, and enjoys, every Moment, 
the Satisfaction of thinking himſelf in Company 


ſwells with Hope, and triumphs in the Conſciouſneſs 


Ti 


Man' 
do; 

rt] 
put 
E xiſt 


10 The PlEasING INSTRUCTOR. 


The firſt is the Exerciſe of Virtue, in the monk 
general Acceptation of the Word. That particular 
Scheme which comprehends the ſocial Virtues, may 
give Employment to the moſt induſtrious 1] emper, 


Station of Life. To adviſe the Ignorant, relieve Wwho 
the Needy, comfort the Afflicted, are Duties that Wwhic 
fall in our Way almoſt every Day of our Lives. Amen 


Man has frequent Opportunities of mitigating the Met 


Fierceneſs of a Party; of doing Juſtice to the Cha- V 
rafter of a deſerving Man; of ſoftening the Envious, {Wand 
quieting the Angry, and rectifying the Prejudiced ; WM cou 
which are all of them Employments ſuited to a tee 


reaſonable Nature, and bring great Satisfaction to 1 
the Perſon who can buſy himſelf in them with Diſ- 


There is mather Kind of Virtue that may find 
Employment for thoſe retired Hours in which we ; 
are altogether left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of Com- 
pany and Converſation: I mean that Intercourſe 
and Communicetion which -every reaſonable Crea- 
ture ought to maintain with the great Author of his 
Being. The Man who lives under an habitual 
Senſe of the Divine Preſence, keeps up a perpetual 


with his deareſt and beſt of Friends. The Time 
never lies heavy upon him: It is impoffible for him 
to be alone. His Thoughts and Paſhons are the 
moſt buſied at ſuch Hours, when thoſe of other Men 
are the moſt inactive. He no ſooner ſteps out of 
the World, but his Heart burns with Devotion, 


of that Preſence which every where ſurrounds him; 
or, on the contrary, pours out its Fears, its Sorrows, 
its Apprehenſions, to the great Supporter of its 

Exiſtence. 
I have here only e the Neceſſity of a 
Man's 


— 
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lan's being virtuous, that he may have ſomething to 
Ido; but if I conſider further, that the Exerciſe of 
irtue is not only an Amuſement for the Time it laſts, 
put that its Influence extends to thoſe Parts of our 
Exiſtence which lie beyond the Grave; and that our 
vrhole Eternity is to take its Colour from thoſe Hours 
at Wwhich we here employ in Virtue or in Vice, the Argu- 
A ment redoubles upon us, for putting in Practice this 
1e Method of paſling away our Time. 
2- 8 When a Man has but a little Stock to improve, 
and his Opportunities of turning it all to good Ac- | 
count, what ſhall we think of him if he ſuffers nine- 
a teen Parts: of it to lie dead, and perhaps wan g 
o even the twentieth to his Ruin or Diſadvantage ? 
But becauſe the Mind cannot be always in its Fer- 
0 vours, nor ſtrained up to a Pitch of Virtue, it is ne- 
1 FFceflary to find out proper Employments for it in its 
2 Relaxations. 
- 33 The next Method therefore that I would propoſe 
to fill up our Time, ſhould be uſeful and innocent 
- FED iverfion. I muſt confeſs I think it is below rea- 
ſonable Creatures to be altogether converſant in ſuch 
PDiverſions as are merely innocent, and have nothing 
elſe to recommend them, but that there is no Hurt 
Win them. Whether any Kind of Gaming has even 
if much to ſay for itſelf, I ſhall not determine; 
but 1 think it is very wonderful to ſee Perſons of the 
beſt Senſe pafling away a dozen Hours together in 
bhuffling and dividing a Pack of Cards, with no other 
"3h [Converſation but what is made up of a few Game 
XZ Phraſes, and no other Ideas but thoſe of black or red 
Spots ranged together in different Figures. Would 
4 not a Man laugh to hear any one of this «ar com- 
plaining that Life is ſhort | 1 1 
Ihe Stage might be made a perpetual Source pet the 
3 oſt noble and uſeful Entertainments, were it under 
proper Regulations. : 
But the Mind never unbends itſelf ſo vareeably as 
in the Converſation of a well-choſen Friend. There 
is 


* 
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is indeed no Bleſſing of Life that is any Way compara- 
ble to the Enjoyment of a diſcreet and virtuous Friend, 
It eaſes and unloads the Mind, clears and improves the 
Underſtanding, engenders T hought and Knowledge, 
animates Virtue and good Reſolutions, ſooths and al- 
lays the Paſſions, and finds Employment for moſt of 
the vacant Hours of Life. 1 


Next to ſuch an Intimacy with a particular Perſon, | 


one would endeavour after a more general Converſa- 
tion with ſuch as are capable of edifying and entertain- 


ing thoſe with whom they converſe, which are Quali- . 


ties that ſeldom go aſunder. 

There are many other uſeful Amuſements of Life, 
which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might, on all Occaſions, have Recourſe to ſomething, 
rather than ſuffer the Mind to lie idle, or run adrift 
with any Paſſion that chances to ariſe in it. 

A Man that has a Taſte for Muſic, Painting, or 
Architecture, is like one that has another Senſe, when 
compared with ſuch as have no Reliſh of thoſe Arts. 
The Floriſt, the Planter, the Gardener, the Huſband- 
man, when they are only as Accompliſhments to the 
Man of Fortune, are great Reliefs to a Country Life, 


and many Ways uſeful to thoſe who are n of 
them. 


On the ſame SUBJECT. 
Live avell, and then, hyw ſoon ſoe er you die, 
7 hou art of Age to claim Eternity. RANDOLPH. 
HE human Species only, to the great Keproach 
of our Nature, are filled with Complaints, 
that the Day hangs heavy on them, that they do not 
know what to do with themſelves, that they are at a Loſs 


2 ö 
how to paſs awvay their Time, with many of the ike ü 


ſhameful Murmurs, which we often find in the Mouth 
of thoſe who are ſtiled reaſonable Beings. How mon- 
ſtrous are ſuch Expreſſions among Creatures who have 
the Labours of the Mind, as well as thoſe of the Bo- 


dy 
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- Wy, to furniſh them with proper Employment; who, 
|. Mpeſides the Buſineſs of their reſpective Callings and 
e MProfeſſions, can apply themſelves to the Duties of 
„Religion, to Meditation, to the reading of uſeful 
- i Books, and to Diſcourſe; in a Word, who may exer- 
f iſe themſelves in the unbounded Purſuits of Know- 


Neage and Virtue, and every Hour of their Lives make 
Jnemſelves wiſer or better than they were before. 

= After having for ſome Time been taken up with this 
Courſe of Thought, I diverted myſelf with a Book, ac- 
ording to my uſual Cuſtom, in order to unbend my 
Mind before I went to Sleep. The Book I made Uſe 
of on this Occaſion was Lucian, where I amuſed my 
ZZ Thoughts for about an Hour among the Dialogues of 
the Dead, which in all Probability produced the fol- 
lowing Dream. 8 

I was conveyed, methought, into the Entrance of 
the infernal Regions, where I ſaw Rhadamanthus, . 
one of the Judges of the Dead, ſeated in his Tri- 
Wbunal. On his Left-hand ſtood the Keeper of Erebus, 
on his Right hand the Keeper of Ely/um. I was told 
Ihe fat upon Women that Day, there being ſeveral of 
the Sex lately arrived, who had not yet their Manſions 
ſſigned them. I was ſurpriſed to hear him aſk every 
ne of them the ſame Queſtion, What they had been 
ing? Upon this Queſtion being propoſed to the 
hole Aſſembiy, they ſtared upon one another, as not 
anowing what to anſwer. He then interrogated each 


— 
3 


f them ſeparately, Madam, ſays he to the firſt of 


* 


79 = ; 5 
em, you. have been upon the Earth about fifty 


ears: What have you been doing there all this 
While? Doing, ſays the, really I do not know what 1 
have been doing: I defire I may have Time given me 
o recollect. After about Half an Hour's Pauſe, ſhe 

gold him, that ſhe had been playing at Crimp; upon 
hich Rhadamanthus beckoned to the Keeper on his 
eft-hand, to take her into Cuſtody, And you, Ma- 
am, ſays the Judge, that look with ſuch a foft and 
anguiſhing Air: 1 think you fet out for this Place in 
$ B your 
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your nine-and-twentieth Year, what have you been 
doing all this While? I had a great deal of Buſineſs ful 
on my Hands, ſays ſhe, being taken up the firſt twelve 
Years of my Life in drefling a jointed Baby, and all WF ot] 
the remaining Part of it in reading Plays and Ro- 
mances. Very well, ſays he, you have employed your th 
Time to good Purpoſe. Away with her. The next 
was a plain Countrywoman : Well, Miſtreſs,. ſays . 
Rhadamanthus, and what have you been doing? If it 
pleaſe your Worſhip, ſays ſhe, I did not live quite % 
forty Years; and in that Time brought my Huſband ne 
feven Daughters, made him nine thouſand Cheeſes, 
and left my eldeſt Girl with him, to look after his 
_ Houſe in my Abſence, and whom I may venture to ſay 
is as pretty a Houſewife as any in the Country. Rhada- 
manthus ſmiled at the Simplicity of the good Woman, 
and ordered the Keeper of Elyſium to take her into his 
Care. And you, fair Lady, ſays he, what have you | 
been doing theſe five-and-thirty Years? I have been 
doing no Hurt, I aſſure you, Sir, ſaid ſhe. That is 
well, ſays he; but what Good have you been doing? 
The Lady was in great Confuſion at this Queſtion, 
and not knowing what to anſwer, the two Keepers 
| leaped out to ſeize her at the ſame Time; the one 
took her by the Hand to convey her to Elyſum, the 
other caught hold-of her to carry her away to Erebus. 
But Rhadamanthus obſerving an ingenuous Modeſty in 
her Countenance and Behaviour, bid them both let 
her looſe, and ſet her aſide for Re- examination when 
he was more at Leiſure. An old Woman, of. a proud 
and ſour Look, preſented herſelf next to the Bar, and 
being aſked what ſhe had been doing? Truly, fays 
ſhe, I lived threeſcore and ten Years in a very wicked 
World, and was ſo angry at the Behaviour of a Par- 
cel of young Flirts, that I paſt moſt of my laſt Years 
in condemning the Follies of the Times; I was every 
Day blaming the filly Conduct. of the People about me, 
in order to deter thoſe I converſed with from falling 
into the like Errors and Miſcarriages. Very well, 


a ſays 
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ſays Rhadamanthus, but did you keep the ſame watch- 


ful Eye over your own Actions? Why, truly, ſays 


ſhe, 1 was fo taken up with publiſhing the Faults of 
others, that I had no 'Time to confider my own. 
Madam, ſays Rhadamanthus, be pleaſed to file off to 
the Left, and make Room for the venerable Matron 


W that-ſtands behind you. Old Gentlewoman, ſays he, 
l think you are fourſcore: You have heard the Queſ- 
tion, what have you been doing ſo long in the World ? 


Ah, Sir! fays ſhe, I have been doing what I ſhould 
not have done; but 1 had made a firm Reſolution: to 
have changed my Life, if I had not been ſnatched oft 
by an untimely End. Madam, ſays he, you will 
pleaſe to follow your Leader; and ſpying another of 


the fame Age, interrogated her in the ſame Form. 


To which the Matron replied, I have been the Wife 
of a Huſband, who was as dear to me in his old Ave 


as in his Youth, I have been a Mother, and very 


happy in my Children, whom T endeavoured to bring 


.up in every Thing that was good. My eldeſt Son 13 


bleſſed by the Poor, and beloved by every one that 
knows him. I lived within my own Family, and left 
it much more wealthy than I found it. Rhadamar- 
thus, who knew the Value of the old Lady, ſmile! 
upon her in ſuch a Manner, that the Keeper of EMV, 


who knew his Office, reached out his Hand to her. 


He no ſooner touched her, but her Wrinkles vanithed, 
her Eyes ſparkled, her Cheeks glowed with Bluſhe-, 
and ſhe appeared in ſull Beauty. A young Wo- 
man, obſerving that the Officer who conducted the 


Happy to Elyſium was ſo great a Beautifir, longed 
do be in his Hands; ſo that, preſſing through the 
W Crowd, the was the next who appeared at the Bar. 


And being aſked what ſhe had been doing the five- 


1 and-twenty Years that ſhe had been in the World : 1 


have endeavoured, ſays ſhe, ever ſince I came to Years 
of Diſcretion, to make myſelf lovely, and to gain Ad- 
mirers. In order to it, 1 paſt my Time in bottling up 
May Dew, inventing white Waſhes, mixing Colours, 

| B 2 Cut⸗ 
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cutting out Patches, conſulting my Glaſs, ſuiting my 
Complexion, tearing off my Tucker, ſinking my 
Stays—-Rhadamanthus, without hearing her out, gave 
the; Sign to take her off. Upon the Approach of the 
Keeper of Erebus, her Colour faded, her Face pucker- 
ed up with Wrinkles, and her whole Perſon was Pit * 
in Deformity. if 
I was then ſurpriſed with a diſtant Sound of; a whole 5 
Troop of Females that came forward laughing, ſing- 
ing, and dancing. I was very deſirous. to know the 
Reception they would meet with, and withal was very 
apprehenſive that Rhadamanthus would ſpoil their | 
Mirth ; But at their nearer Approach, the Noiſe graw 5 
Jo very great that it awakened me. bs 
I lay ſome Time, reflecting in myſelf on the Odd- 1 
neſs of this Dream, and could not forbear afking my 
own Heart what I was doing? Ianſwered myſelf, that 
I was writing Guardians, If my Readers make as good 
a Ule of this Work as I deſign they ſhould, I hope it 
will never be imputed to me as a Work that is van Wl 
| and unprofitable. Pp 
| I ſhall conclude with recommending. to them the 
| ſame ſhort Self-examination, If every one of them 
| frequently lays his Hand upon his Heart, and confi- 
| ders what he is doing, it will check him in all the 
| idle, or, what is worſe, the vicious Moments of Life; 7 
| lift up his Mind when it is running on in a Series 
| of indifferent Actions, and encourage him when he is 
| engaged in thoſe that are virtuous and laudable. In a 
ö Word, it will very much alleviate that Guilt, which 
| the beſt of Men have Reaſon to acknowledge in their, 
| daily Confeflions, of leaving undone thoſe Things which 
| they ought to have done, and of doing __ n e 
| "= e riot to have dine. 
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On PR1D E. 


Tf aught on Earth th' immortal Pow'rs deride, * 
"Tis ſurely this —The Littleneſs of Pride. ANON, 
F there be any Thing which makes human Nature 
appear ridiculous to Beings of ſuperior Faculties, 
it muſt be Pride. They know fo well the Vanity of 
thoſe imaginary PerfeCtions that ſwell the Heart of 
Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary Advantages, 
whether in Birth, Fortune, or Title, which one Man 
enjoys above another, that it muſt certainly very much. 
aſtoniſh, if it does not very much divert them, when 
they ſee a Mortal puffed up and valuing himſelf above 
his Neighbours on any of theſe Accounts, at the ſame” 
Time that he is obnoxious to all the common Calami- 
ties of the Species. 1 
To ſet this Thought in its true Eight, we ſhall 


| : fancy, if you pleaſe, that yonder Mole-hill is inha- 
BE bited by reaſonable Creatures, and that every Piſmire 


(his Shape and Way of Life only excepted) is en- 
dowed with human Paſtions. How ſhould we ſmile 
to hear one give an Account of the Pedigrees, Diſ- 
tinctions, and Titles that reign amongſt them! Ob. 
| ſerve how the whole Swarm divide, and make Way 


for the Piſmire that paſſes through them! You mult 


underſtand he is an Emmet of Quality, and has bet- 
ter Blood in his Veins than any Filmire in the Mole- 
hill. Do you not ſee how ſenſible he is of it, how 
ſlow he marches forward, how the whole Rabble of 
Ants keep their Diſtance ? Here you may obſerve one 


placed upon a little Eminence, and looking down on-a. 


Hong Row of Labourers. He is the richeſt Inle& on 
this Side the Hillock: He has a Walk of Half:a Yard 
In Length, and a Quarter of an Inch in Breadth ; he 
eeps one Hundred menial Servants, and has at leaſt 


wot 2 * p 
5 8 2 cx oh 


Fifteen Barley-corns in his Granary. He is now chid- 


ng and enflaving the Emmet that ſtands before him, 


nd who, for all that we can diſcover, is as good an 


"7 


mmet as himſelf, 


B 3 | | But 
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But here comes an Inſe& of Figure: Do not you 
take Notice of alittle white Straw that he carries in his 
Mouth? That Straw, you muſt underſtand, he would 
not part with for the longeſt 'Pra& about the Mole- 
hill: Did you but know what he has undergone! to 
purchaſe it! See how the Ants of all Qualities and 
Conditions ſwarm about him. Should this Straw 
drop out of his Mouth, you would ſee all this nume- 
rous Circle of Attendants follow the next that took 1 
it up, and leave the diſcarded Inſect, or run over his 
Back to come at his Succeſſor. 
If now you have a Mind to ſee all the Ladies of the : 
Mole-hill, obſerve firſt the Piſmire that liſtens to the] 
Emmet on her Left-hand, at the ſame Time that] 
| ſhe ſeems to turn away her Head from him. He tells 
this poor Inſect that ſhe is a Goddeſs; that her Eyes 
are brighter than the Sun; that Life and death are 
at her Diſpoſal. She believes him, and gives herſelf WM 
A B little Airs upon it. Mark the Vanity of, 
the Piſmire on her Left-hand. She can ſcarce} 
crawl with Age; but you muſt know ſhe values her- 
ſelf upon her Birth; and, if you mind, ſpurns at 
every one that comes within her Reach. The little 
nimble Coquette that is running along the Side of her, 
is a Wit. She has broken many a Piſmire's Heart. 
Do but obſerve what a Drove of Lovers are running 
after ber. : 
We will here finiſh this imaginary Scene; but firſt * 
of all, to draw the Parallel cloſer, will ſuppoſe, it 
you pleaſe, that Death comes down upon the Mole- 
hill, in the Shape of a Cock-Sparrow, and picks up, 
without Diſtin&ion, the Piſmire of Quality and his Y 
Flatterers, the Piſmire of Subſtance and his Dayrla- Wh 
bourers, the White-Straw Officer and his Sycophants, ll 
with all the Goddeſſes, Wits, and Beauties or the 
Mole- hill. | 7 
May we not imagine that Beings of favetion Na- T9 
tures and Perfections regard all the Inſtances of Pride 
and Vanity among our own Species, in the Kind ; 
in 
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Kind of View, when they take a Survey of thoſe who 
inhabit this Earth; or, in the Language of an ingenious 
French Paet, of thoſe Piſmires that people this Heap 
of Dirt, which human Vanity has divided into Cli- 
mates and Regions. | 3 
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The Bas KE T- Mak RR. A Peruvian Tale. 
be Pride of Bleed, or high Birth decried. 


Worth makes the Men, and Want of it the Fellaao, 
The reſt is all but Leather and Prunello. © POPE. 
N the M²idſt of that vaſt Ocean, commonly called 
the South-Sea, lie the Iſlands of Solomon. In the 
Center of thoſe lies one not enly diſtant from the 
reſt, which are immenſely ſcattered round it, but al- 
ſo larger beyond Proportion. An Anceſtor of the 
Prince, who now reigns abſolute in this central Iſland, 
has, through a long Deſcent of Ages, entailed the 
Name of Solomon's [lands on the whole, by the Effect 

of that Wiſdom wherewith he poliſhed the Manners 

of his People. | : 1 8 
A Deſcendent of one of the great Men of this hap- 
py Iſland, becoming a Gentleman to ſo improved a 
Degree as to deſpite the good Qualities which had 
originally ennobled his F amily, thought of nothing 
but how to ſupport and diſtinguith his Dignity by 
the Pride of an ignorant Mind, and a Diſpoſition 
abandoned to Pleaſure. He had a Houſe on the Sea- 
ſide, where he ſpent great Part of his Time in hunt- 
ing and fiſhing : But found himſelf at a Loſs in Pur- 
ſuit of thoſe important Diverſions, by Means of a 
long Slip of Marſh Land, overgrown with high 
Reeds, that lay between his Houſe and the Sea. Re- 
ſolving, at length, that it became not a Man of his 


= Quality to ſubmit to a Reſtraint-in his Pleaſures; for 
Wy the Eaſe and Convenience of an obſtinate Mechanic; 
and having often endeavoured, in vain, to buy :out 
the Owner, who was an honeſt poor nnen 
10 an 
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and whoſe Livelihood depended on working up the 
Flags of thoſe Reeds, in a Manner peculiar to him- 
ſelf, the Gentleman took Advantage of a very high 
Wind, and commanded his Servants to burn down the 
Barrier. NR Ok | 
The Baſket-maker, who ſaw himſelf undone, com. 
plained of the Oppreſſion in Terms more ſuited to 
his Senſe of the Injury, than the Reſpect due to the 
Rank of the Offender: And the Reward this Impru- 
dence procured him, was the additional Injuſtice of 
| Blows and Reproaches, and all Kinds of Inſult and 
Indignity. | 5 6 
There was but one Way to a Remedy, and he took 
it: For going to the Capital, with the Marks of his 
hard Uſage upon him, he threw himſelf at the Feet of 
the King, and procured a Citation for his Oppreſſor's 
Appearance; who, confeſſing the Charge, proceeded 
to juſtify his Behaviour by the poor Man's Unmind- 
fulneſs of the Submiſſion due from the Vulgar to 
Gentlemen of Rank and Diſtinction. Ef 
But pray, replied the King, what Diſtinction of 
Rank had the Grandfather of your Father, when, be- 
ing a Cleaver of Wood in the Palace of my Anceſtors, | 
he was raiſed from among thoſe Vulgar you ſpeak of 
with ſuch Contempt, in Reward of an Inſtance he 
oave of his Courage and Loyalty in Defence of his. 
Maſter ? Yet his Diſtinction was nobler than yours: 
[ It was the Diſtinction of Soul, not of Birth; the Su- 
© periority of Worth, not of Fortune] I am ſorry I 
 , have a Gentleman in my Kingdom, who is baſe enough 
| | to be ignorant, that Eaſe and Diſtinction of Fortune 
| were beſtowed on him but to this End, that, being at 
Reſt from all Cares of providing for himſelf, he might 
apply his Heart, Head, and Hand, for the public Ad- 
vantage of others. | 
Here the King, diſcontinuing his Speech, fixed an 
Eye of Indignation on a ſullen Reſentment of Mien 
which he obſerved in the haughty Offender, who 
muttered out his Diſlike of the ä 
TI ay 
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and whoſe Livelihood depended on working up the 
Flags of thoſe Reeds, in a Manner peculiar to him- HE 
ſelf, the Gentleman took Advantage of a very high E 
Wind, and commanded his Servants to burn down the 


er 


The Baſket- maker, who f himſelf andowe⸗ com- L = 
plained of the Oppreſſion in Terms more ſuited to HE 


his Senle of the Injury, than the Reſpect due to the 4 


Rink of the Offender: And the Reward this Impru- 2 
dence procured him, was the additional Injuſtice of WMS 
Blows and Reproaches, and ail Kinds of Inſult and E 


Indignity. 


There was but one Way to a Remedy, and he took — 
: For going to the Capital, with the Marks of his MM 
— Uſage upon him, he threw himſelf at the Feet of Mi 


the King, and procured a Citation for his Oppreſſor's 
Appearance; who, confefling the Charge, proceeded 
to juſtify his Behaviour by the poor Man's Unmind- RW 
fulneſs of the Submiſſion due from the Vulgar to 

Gentlemen of Rank and Diſtinction. S 

But pray, replied the King, what Diſtin&tion of 
Rank had the Grandfather of your Father, when, be- 
ing a Cleaver of Wood in the Palace of my Anceſtors, 
he was raiſed from among thoſe Vulgar you ſpeak of 
with ſuch Contempt, in Reward of an Inſtance he 
oave of his Courage and Loyalty in Defence of his 
Maſter ? Yet his Diſtinction was nobler than yours: 
It was the Diſtinction of Soul, not of Birth; the Su- 
periority of Worth, not of Fortune ! I am forry I 
have a Gentleman in my Kingdom, who is baſe enough 
to be ignorant, that Eaſe and Diſtinction of Fortune 
were beſtowed on him but to this End, that, being at 
| Reſt from all Cares of providing for bimſelf, he might 
apply his Heart, Head, and Hand, for the public Ad- 
vantage of others. 

Here the King, diſcontinuing his Speech, fixed an 
Eye of Indignation on a ſullen Reſentment of Mien 
which he obſerved in the haughty Offender, who 
muttered out his Dillike of the Encouragement this 
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Way of thinking muſt give to the Commonalty, who, 
Ihe ſaid, were to be conſidered as Perſons of no Con- 
ſequence, in Compariſon of Men who were born to 
be honoured, Where Reflection is wanting, replied 
the King, with a Smile of Diſdain, Men muſt find 
their Defects in the Pain of their Sufferings. Han- 
huma, added he, turning to a Captain of his Galleys, 
ſtrip the Injured and the Injurer; and, conveying 
them to one of the moſt barbarous and remote of the 
Iſlands, ſet them aſhore in the Night, and leave them 
both to their Fortune. e 
J he Place in which they were landed was a Marſh ; 
under Cover of thoſe Flags the Gentleman was in 
Hopes to conceal himſelf, and give the Slip to his 
Companion, whom he thought it a Diſgrace to be 
found with : But the Lights in the Galley having 
given an Alarm to the Savages, a conſiderable Body 
of them came down, and diſcovered, in the Morning, 
the two Strangers in their Hiding-place. Setting up 
a diſmal Lell, they ſurrounded them; and, advancing 
W ncarer and nearer with a Kind of Clubs, ſeemed de- 
| termined to diſpatch them, without Senſe of Hoſpita- 
ity or Mer. id sf, 5 7 
Here the Gentleman began to. diſcover, that the 
Supexiority of his Blood was imaginary : For, be- 
tween the Conſciouſneſs of Shame and Cold, under 
the Nakedneſs he had never been uſed to; a Fear of 
the Event from the Fierceneſs of the Savages' Ap- 
proach; and the Want of an Idea whereby to ſoften 
or divert their Aſperity, he fell behind the poor Shar- 
er of his Calamity; and with an unſinewed, appre- 
henſive, unmanly Sneakingneſs of Mien, gave up the 
Poſt of Honour, and made a Leader of the very Man 
whom he had thought it a Diſgrace to conſider as a 
Companion. 1 e 
The Baſket-maker, on the contrary, to whom the 
Poverty of his Condition had made Nakedneſs habi- 
tual; to whom a Life of Pain and Mortification re- 
preſented Death as not dreadful; and whoſe Re- 
membrance 
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without Emotion, and making Signs that he would 


Coronet, of pretty Workmanſhip; and riſing with 


whole Figure under this new Ornament ſo charmed | 


Impatience to be made as fine as his Captain: So the 
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| : 8 O! 
hei 


membrance of his Skill in Arts of which theſe 8 
vages were ignorant, gave him Hopes of becoming} 


ſafe, from demonſtrating that he could be uſefu N 
moved with bolder . more open Freedom; and, Daa 
having plucked a Haridful of the Flags, fat don Ia 


ſhew them ſomething worthy of their Attention, fell ; Pro 
to Work with Smiles and Noddings; while the Sava-W * 
ges drew near, and gazed with Expectation of the Con- 3 
ſequence. _ 4% 

It was not long before he had wreathed a Kind of, * | 
Reſpect "and Fearfulneſs, approached the Savage ho © þ 
appeared the Chief, and placed it gently on his Head ; 


and ſtruck his Followers, that they threw down al 2 
their Clubs, and formed a Dance of Welcome and L 
Congratulation round the Author of fo prized a Fa. 
vour. 2 
There was not one but ſhewed the Marks of his oe 


poor Baſket-maker had his Hands full of Employment: 
And the Savages, obſerving one quite idle while the 1 
other was ſo buſy in their Service, took up Arms in 
Behalf of natural Juſtice, and began to lay on Argu- 
ments in Favour of their Purpoſe. 3 

The Baſket-maker's Pity now effaced the Remem- WM 
brance of his Sufferings : So he aroſe and reſcued his 
Oppreſſor, by making Signs that he was ignorant of 


the Art; but might, if they thought fit, be uſefully 


employed in waiting on the Work, and fetching Flags 
to his Supp!y, as faſt as he ſhould want them. 1 
This Propofition luckily fell in with a Deſire the 
Savages expreſſed to keep themfelves at Leiſure, that 
they might crowd round, and mark the Progreſs of a 
Work they took ſuch Pleaſure 3 in. They left the Gen- 
tleman therefore to his Duty in the Baſket-maker's 8 
Service; and conſidered him, from that Time forward, 
| as 


\ 
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* 


Sa. Is one who was, and ought to be treated as inferior to 
ing heir Benefactor. „ 
fu Men, Wives, and Children, from all Corners of the 
nd and, came in Droves for Coronets: And, ſetting 
wn he Gentleman to Work to gather Boughs and Poles, 
uld * ade a fine Hut to lodge the Baſket- maker: And 
fell 2 brought down daily from the Country ſuch Provi- 
ons as they lived upon themſelves, taking Care to 
43 affer the imagined Servant nothing till his Maſter had 
one eating. „ 
f Three Months Reflection in this mortified Condi- 
ich tion, gave a new and juſt Turn to our Gentleman's 
improved Ideas; inſomuch that, lying weeping and 
; awake one Night, he thus confeſſed his Sentiments in 
ZZ Favour of the Baſket-maker. I have been to blame, 
and wanted Judgment to diſtinguiſh between Accident 
and Excellence. When I ſhould have meaſured Na- 
ture, I but looked to Vanity. The Preference which 
Fortune gives, is empty and imaginary : And I per- 
ceive, too late, that only Things of Uſe are naturally 
EZ honourable. I am aſhamed, when I compare my Ma- 
: FX lice, to remember your Humanity: But if the Gods 
2X thould pleaſe to call me to a Repoſſeſſion of my Rank 
and Happineſs, I would divide all with you in Atone- 
ment for my juſtly puniſhed Arrogance. 
e promiſed, and performed his Promiſe : For the 
EKing, ſoon after, ſent rhe Captain who had landed 
them with Preſents to the Savages ; and ordered him 
M to bring both back again. And it continues to this 
Day a Cuſtom in that Iſland, to degrade all Gentle- 
gs men who cannot give a better Reaſon for their Pride, 
X +ban that they were born to do nothing: And the 
10 Word for this due Puniſhment is, Send him to the Bale 
Let-mater's. | a 
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or ſeem to be that which he is not, but becauſe he 


the Appearance of ſome real 
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counts, Sincerity is true Wiſdom. 


24 The PLEASHNG INSTRUCTOR. 


On TRUTH and SINCERITY. 


T illi all hate that Man as Hell, © < 
Who this can think, and that can tell. | Fraxcrs, | 


RUTH and Reality have all the Advantages 
of Appearance, and many more. If the Shew 
of any Thing be good for any Thing, I am ſure Sin- 
cerity is better: For why does any Man diſſemble, 


thinks it good to have ſuch 3 Quality as he pretends 
to? For to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on 
cellency. Now the. 
beſt Way in the World for a Man to. ſeem to be 
any Thing, is really to be what he would. ſeem to be: 
Belides, that it is many Times as troubleſome to 
make good the Pretence of a good Quality, as to 


have it; ; and if a Man has it not, it is ten to one 


but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all his Pains 
and Labour to ſeem to have it are loſt. There is 
ſomething unnatural in Painting, which a ſkilful 
Eye will cafily diſcern from native Beauty and Com- 
plexion. 

It is hard to a and act a Part long ; 3. for 
where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature will al- 
ways be endeavouring to return, and will peep out 
and betray herfelf one Time or another. 
if any Man think it convenient to ſeem good, let 
him be ſo indeed, and then his Goodneſs will appear 
to every Body's Satisfaction; ſo that, upon-ail Ac- 


the Affairs of this World, Integrity has many Ad- 
vantages over all the fine and artificial Ways of Diſ- 
ſimulation and Deceit; it is much the plainer and 
eafier, much the ſafer and more ſecure Way of deal» 
ing in the World; it has leſs of Trouble and Dit- 
ficulty, of Entanglement and Perplexity, of Danger 
and Hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way 
to our End, carrying us thither in a ſtraight Line, 

and 


1 herefore, - 


Particularly as to 
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and will hold out and laſt longeſt. The Arts of De- 


ceit and Cunning do continually grow weaker and 
leſs effectual and ſerviceable to thoſe that uſe them 
whereas Integrity gains Strength by Uſe, and the 
| more and longer any Man practiſeth it, the greater 
| Service it does him, by confirming his Reputation, 
and encouraging thoſe with whom he hath to do, to 
repoſe the greateſt Truſt and Confidence in him, 
which is an unſpeakable Advantage in the Buſineſs 
and Affairs of Life. 1 | = 
Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and needs 
nothing to help it out; it is always near at Hand, 
and fits upon our Lips, and is ready to drop out be- 
fore we are aware; Whereas a Lie is troubleſome, and 
ſets a Man's Invention upon the Rack, and one Trick 
needs a great many more to make it good. It is like 
building upon a falſe Foundation, which continually 
ſtands in Need of Props to ſhore it up, and proves at 
haſt to be more chargeable, than to have raiſed a ſub- 
ſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and ſolid Founda- 
tion; for Sincerity is firm and ſubſtantial, and there 
is nothing hollow and unſound in it, and becauſe it is 
plain and open, fears no Diſcovery: Of which the 

r crafty Man 1s always in Danger, and when he thinks 
- Whe walks in the Dark, all his Pretences are ſo tranſ- 
parent, that he that runs may read them; he is the 
„ laſt Man that finds himſelf to be found out; and while 
t he takes it for granted that he makes Fools of others, 
r z he renders himſelf ridiculous. * 
Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt com- 
o F pendious Wiſdom, and an excellent Inſtrument for 
the ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs; it creates Con- 
— fidence in thoſe we have to deal with, ſaves the La- 

pour of many Enquiries, and brings Things to an 
| lſſue in a few Words: It is like travelling in a plain 
7 Ppeaten Road, that commonly brings Men ſooner 

o their Taurney's End than By-ways, in which they 
y often loſe themſelves. In a Word, whatſoexer Con- 
* Penience may be thought to be in Falſhood and Dif- 
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mulation, it is ſoon over ; but the Inconyenience 
of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings a Man under an 
_ everlaſting Jealouſy and Suſpicion ; ſo that he is not 
believed when he ſpeaks the Truth, nor truſted when | 
perhaps he means honeſtly. When a Man hath once | 
forfeited the Reputation of his- Integrity, he is let Þ 
kaſt, and nothing will then ſerve his Jurn, neither 
Truth nor Falſhood. | a 
And I have often thought, that God bath, in his | 9 
great Wiſdom, hid from Men of falſe and diſhoneſt i 
Minds the wonderful Advantages of Truth and In- | 
tegrity, to the Proſperity even of their worldly Af. A 
fairs; thoſe Men are ſo blinded by their Covetouſneſs Þ . | - 
and Ambition, that they cannot look beyond a pre- 9 5 
gent Advantage, nor forbear to ſeize upon it, chough 'E 
| 
| 
| 
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by Weys never ſo indirect; they cannot ſee ſo far a. 
to the remoteſt Conſequences of a ſteady Integriry, | 4 
and the vaſt Benefit and Advantage which it will 
bring a Man at laſt. Were but this Sort of Men 2 
wiſe and clear-ſighted enough to diſcern this, they 
would be honeſt out of very Knavery, not out of any 
T.ovxe to Honeſty and Virtue, but with a crafty De- 1 
ſign to promote and advance more effectually their 
own Intereſts; and therefore the Juſtice of the Di- 
eine Providence hath hid this trueſt Point of Wiſ- 
dom from their Eyes, that bad Men might not be 
upon equal Terms with the Juſt and Upright, and 
Ferve their own wicked Deſigns by honeſt and lawful i 
Means. 1 
Indeed, if a Man were only to deal in the World 1 
for a Day, and ſhould never have Occaſion to con- 
verſe more with Mankind, never more need their 
good Opinion or good Word, it were then no great 
Matter (ſpeaking as to the Concernments of this 
World) if a Man ſpent his Reputation all at once, 
and ventured it at one Throw: But if he be to con- 
tinue in the World, and would have the Advantage 
of Converſat ion mhilnt he is in it, let him make Uſe 
of Truth and Sincerity in all his Words and Actions 
for 


— . öä411—————ꝛ3——— — — 


„ X 
- OR EE”, < If 
. \ FRAY f = * . = Ms , — — r — _ 
4 Chas TT 0 * = » 7 "4 * — 2 
Us N tag * » I 5 ” a 8 * - * 4 © wb dhe 7 
A * * n n <<, * * "FR SONS. 7. 1 : Sh A we —Y 4 — * 
* —— : 5 oo * © OY "© — * * * 1 q * . 2 58 4 * 1 * n = * 
— — 8 ” > - 6 * £ . * — = * * 5 2 — < — 
* — 4 . b 5 * n — =; « 8 * K 9 W K 
8 yt - 1 : * 
A ” q * Sz q 4 — 1 1 ma p 
* & * 2 w N * 2 oy oy - 0 * * — — 
rr — " Fe. ., 5 4 — — 
* " 4 . — - * — — — —— — 8 es « 
* « * — M Sg * — , * — , ay wot — a 
= « 22 ws bogey — — — — 8 ! — — — — — n 2 et L 
1 : _—— cr . — — ns ——.— * <A thence arc wh yt ; 4 . 
g — LR. — 2 — a 7 — tne * a * ms 
8 —— X py — y 0 > - 2 2 0 b 
© . he — Þ- won ho NY 4... at — _ > m _ 4 
* * 
, P 


BER IS FEY 
2 SIE. L205 2 * 


PRE 
Se 


ng ak” Wo” 
Ai 2 2 * . 
— „ te 5 2 — 2 2 3 
3 . 8 N $ - Lo 
A tt ES a 
3 
— 2 2 
0 
PZ 2 ns. r ; 5 
= * CLIP = r — 


nd. 


2 


WL 


82 2 . n % 2 
5 th 3 5 os 2 14 . 32 
. Fo 3 ee 4 2825 3 * e . . ES 4 = 


The PlEASsINnG INSTRUCTOR. 27 


for nothing but this will laſt and hold out to the 


End: All other Arts will fail; but Truth and In- 


tegrity will carry a Man through, and bear him out to 
the laſt. 5 8 


On DEFAMAT10ON. 
All ſeems infected that ib' Inſede h, n 
As all looks yellow to the jaundic'd He. Pore. 


[JT is a certain Sign of an ilt Heart to be inclined 
to Defamation. They who are harmleis and in- 


= :nocent, can have no Gratification that Way; but 


it ever ariſes from a Neglect of what is laudable in 
a Man's Self, and an Impatience of ſeeing it in ano- 


er. Elſe why ſhould Virtue provoke 2 Why thoul 
WE B-anty diſpleale in tuck a Degree, that a Man given 
to Scandal never lets the Mention of either pats bv 
him, without offering ſomething to the Diminutien 
otſtt? A Lady the other Day at a Viſit, being at- 
tacked ſomewhat rudely by one, whoſe own Charac- 
ter has been very roughly treated, anſwered a great 
Deal of Heat and Intemperance very calmly, God 
= dam, Hare me, who am none of your Match; I ſpeat 


{il of no Body, and it is a new Thing for me to be ſpoken 


ie, Little Minds think Fame conſiſts in the Num- 
ber of Votes they have on their Side among the Mul- 
titude; whereas it is really the inſeparable Follower of 


good and worthy Actions. Fame is as natural a Fol- 


lower of Merit, as a Shadow is of a Body. It is 
true, when Crowds preſs upon you, this Shadow can- 


not be ſeen; but when they ſeparate from arqund 


vou, it will appear again. The Lazy, the Idle, and 
the Froward, are the Perſons who are moſt pleaſed 
Þ Vith the little Tales which paſs about the Town, to 
the Diladvantage of the reſt of the World. Were it 
not for a Pleaſure of ſpeaking ill, there are Num- 


bers of People who are too lazy to go out of their 


on Houtes, and too ill-natured to open their Lips 


ES. in 
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in Converſation, It was not a little diverting the 
other Day, to obſerve a Lady reading a Poſt Letter ; 
and at theſe Words, After all her Airs, he has heard 1 . 
me Stor y or other, and the Match is broken off, give 
Orders, in the Midſt of her Reading, Put to thi 
| Horſes, That a young Woman of Merit had miffed 
an advantageous Settlement, was News not to be de- 
layed, leſt "Tome Body elſe ſhould have given her ma- 
licious Acquaintance that Satisfaction before her, 
The Unwillingneſs to receive good Tidings is a Quality 
as inſeparable from a Scandal-bearer, as the Readineſs 1 
to divulge bad. But alas! how wretchedly low and % 
contemptible is that State of Mind, that cannot be 
pleaſed but by what is the Subject 'of Lamentation, i 
This Temper has ever been in the higheſt Degree 
odious to gallant Spirits. The Perfian Soldier, who I 
was heard reviling vere Pee the Great, was well ad- 1 
moniſhed by his Officer; Sir, you are paid to fight | . 
* againſt Alexander, and not to rail at him.” 1 
Cicero, in one of his Pleadings, defending his Client 2 
from general Scandal, ſays very handſomely, and with 
much Reaſon, © I here are many who have particular 
Engagements to the Proſecutor : There are many A 
© who are known to have III- will to him for whom 
© I appear: There are many who are naturally ad- 
* difted to Defamation, and envious of any Good 1 
to any Man, who may have contributed to ſpread # 
© Reports of this Kind: For nothing is ſo ſwift as 4 1 
Scandal, nothing is more eaſily ſent abroad, nothing 
F received with more Welcome, nothing diffuſes itſelf 
fo univerſally. I ſhall not deſire, that if any Report 
© to our Diſadvantage has any Ground for it, you 
would overlook, or extenuate it: But if there be 
* any Thing advanced by a Perſon, who cannot fay 
* whence he had it; or which is atteſted by one 
* who forgot who told him itz or who had it from 
one of ſo little Conſideration, that he did not then 
think it worth his Notice; all ſuch Teſtimonies 
© as theſe, I know you will think too ſlight to have 
© any 


— 
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any Credit againſt the Innocence and Honour of 
pour Fellow Citizen.“ When an ill Report is traced, 
ive it very often vaniſhes among ſuch as the Orator has 
here recited. And how deſpicable a Creature mutt 
18S that be, who is in Pain for what paſſes among ſo fri- 
Volous a People? V 
There is a Town in Waqrwicthhire of good Note, 
and formerly pretty famous for much Animolity and 
Diſſention, the chief Families of which have now 
turned all their Whiſpers, Backbitings, Envy, and 
1 private Malice, into Mirth and Entertainment, by 
Means of a peeviſh old Gentlewoman, known by 
the Title of Lady. Bluemantle. This Heroine has for 
many Years together outdone the whole Siſterhood 
of Goſſips in Invention, quick Utterance, and un- 
XZ provoked Malice. This good Body is of a laſting 
= Conſtication, though extremely decayed in her Eyes, 
and decrepid in her Feet. The two Circumſtances 
of being always at home from her Lamenefls, and 
very attentive from her Blindneſs, make her Lodg- 
ings the Receptacle of all that paſſes in Town, good 
or bad; but for the latter, ſhe feems to have the 
better Memory. There is another Thing to be 
noted of her, which is, Ihat as it is uſual with old 
People, ſhe has a livelier Memory of Things which 
paſſed when ſhe was very young, than of late Years. 
Add to all this, that ſhe does not only not love any 
Body, but ſhe hates every Body. The Statue in 
Rome does not ſerve to vent Malice half ſo well, as 
this old Lady does to diſappoint it. She does not 
know the Author of any Thing that is told her, but 
can readily repeat the Matter itſelf; therefore, though 
the expoſes all the whole Town, the offends no one 
Body in it. She is ſo exquiſitely reſtleſs and peeviſh, 
that the quarrels with all about her, and ſometimes, 
na Freak, will inſtantly change her Habitation. To 
28 dulge this Humour, the is led about the Grounds 
= »*10nging to the fame Houſe ſhe is in, and the Per- 
1 { 1905 to whom the is to remove, being in the Plot, 
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with, according to her common Cuſtom. 


ries die away, and fometimes Truths are ſmothered 


diſcountenance a Thing, Oh ! that is in my Lady Blue- 
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are ready to receive her at her own Chamber again, | 3 
At ſtated Ii imes, the Gentlewoman at whoſe Houl: | 1 
the ſuppoſes ſhe is at the Time, is ſent for to quarrel 
When 1 
they have a Mind to drive the Jeſt, the is immedi- 1 2 
ately urged to that Degree, that ſhe will board in a 
F Ty with which ſhe has never yet been; and a- 

way ſhe will go this Inſtant, and tell. them all that | 
the reſt have been ſaying of them. By this Means | 
ſhe has been an Inhabitant of every Houſe in the 
Place, without ſtirring from the ſame Habitation ; | 
and the many Stories which every Body furniſh 


* 2 2 E 


2. 8 


Intelligencer of the Town of all that can be ſaid by 
one Woman againſt another. Thus groundleſs Sto- 


under the general Word : When they have a Mind to 
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mantlès Memoirs. 
Whoever receives Impreſſions tothe Diſadvantage of | 
others without Examination, is to be had in no other Cre- 2 ; 
dit for Intelligence than this good Lady Bluemanilt, who 
is ſubjected to have her Ears impoſed upon for Want of 1 
other Helps to better Information. Add to this, that ob- 
ther Scandal-bearers ſuſpend the Uſe of thoſe Faculties 
which ſhe has loſt, rather than apply them to do Juftice 8 
to their Neighbours; and I think, for the Service of my 
fair Readers, to acquaint them, that there is a voluntary 
ur. Bluemantle at ene Viſit in Town. 7 
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Who ſteals my Purſe, fteals Traſh, tis ſomething, nothing, 
*Tavas mine, tis his, and has been Slave to Thouſands : 
But he who filebes from me my good Name, 

Robs me of that. aubich not enriches bim . 5 
But makes me poor indeed. SHAKESPEARE. 


FERE all the Vexations of Life put together, 

we ſhould find that a great Part of them pro- 

ceed from thoſe Calumnies and Reproaches which we | 
ſpread abroad concerning one another, 
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There is ſcarce a Man living who is not, in fome 


Degree, guilty of this Offence ; though at the ſame 
X Time, however we treat one another, it muſt be 
=E confeſſed, that we all conſent in ſpeaking Ill of the 
XZ Perſons who are notorious in this Practice. It ge- 
UE nerally takes its Riſe either from an III- will to Man- 
kind, a private Inclination to make ourſelves eſteemed, 
an Oſtentation of Wit, a Vanity of being thought in 
the Secrets of the World, or from a Deſire of gratify- 
ing any of theſe Diſpoſitions of Mind in thoſe Perſons 
with whom we converſe. 0 


e 


The Publiſher of Scandal -is more or leſs odious to 


Mankind, and criminal in himſelf, as he is influenced 
by any one or more of the foregoing Motives. But 
whatever may be the Occaſion of ſpreading theſe 
falſe Reports, he ought to confider, that the Effect 
of them is equally prejudicial and pernicious to the 
2 Perſon to whom they are aimed. The Injury is the 
X fame, though the Principle from whence it proceeds 


may be different. | 
As every one looks upon himſelf with too much 


XZ Indulgence, when he paſſes a Judgment on his own 


Thoughts or Actions; and as very few would be 
thought guilty of this abominable Proceeding, which 


is ſo univerſally practiſed, and, at the ſame Time, fo 
=X univerſally blamed, I ſhall lay down three Rules, 
which I would have a Man examine and ſearch into 


his own Heart, before he ſtands acquitted to himſelf 


of that evil Diſpoſition of Mind which I am here men- 
XX tioning, 


Firſt of all, Let him conſider whether he does not 


take Delight in hearing the Faults of others. 


Secondly, Whether he is not too apt to believe ſuch 


little blackening Accounts, and more inclined to. be 


credulous on the uncharitable than on the good-na- 
tured Side. ) 


Thirdly, Whether he is not ready to ſpread and 
propagate ſuch Reports as tend to the Diſreputation of 


another. * 
Theſe 


— 
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Theſe are the ſeveral Steps by which this Vice pro- F 
ceeds, and grows up into Slander and Defamation. ' 
In the firſt Place, a Man who takes Delight in 
hearing the Faults of others, ſhews ſufficiently tbat 


he has a true Reliſh of Scandal, and confequently the 


Seeds of this Vice within hint. If his Ming is grati- 
fied with hearing the Reproaches which are, caſt on 
others, he will find the ſame Pleaſure in relating them, 
and be the more apt to do it, as he will naturally. i 1ma- 
gine every one he converſes with is delighted in the 


ſame Manner with himſelf. A Man ſhould endeavour . 


therefore to wear out of his Mind this criminal Curi- : 
oſity, which is perpetually. heightened and inflamed by 
liſtening to ſuch Stories as tend. to the Diſreputation 3 
of others. Z 
In the ſecond Place, A Man ſhould confals bg own | 


Heart, whether he is not apt to believe ſuch little 
blackening Accounts; and more inclined to be credu- iſ 


lous on the e than on tho 2058 natured jv. 
Side. Pi 


Such a Credulity is very vicious in itſelf, and oene- 3 


rally arifes from a Man's Conſciouſneſs of his own I 
ſecret Corruptions. It is a pretty Saying of Thales, 
 Falſhood is juſt as far diſtant from Truth, as the 


Ears are to the Eyes. By which he would intimate, 
that a wiſe Man ſhould not eaſily give Credit to the 
Reports of Actions which he has not feen. I ſhall 
under this Head, mention two or three remarkable | 
Rules to be obſerved by the Members of the celebrat- 
ed Abbe de la Trappe, as they are publiſhed 1 in a little 
French Book. 

The Fathers are there e never to give an 
Ear to any Accounts of baſe or criminal Actions; to 
turn off all ſuch Diſcourſe if poſſible; but in caſe 
they hear any Thing of this Nature ſo well atteſted 
that they cannot diſbelieve it, they are then to ſup- 
poſe that the criminal Actions may have proceeded 
from a good Intention in him who is guilty of it. 
This is perhaps carrying Charity to an Extravagance; 
5 but 
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but it is certainly much more laudable than to ſuppoſe, 
as the ill natured Part of the World does, that indif- 


: W ferent and even good Actions proceed from bad Prin- 


ciples and wrong Intentions. 


bs 35 „ od 


In the third Place, a Man ſhould examine his Heart, 


5 a | whether he does not find in it a ſecret Inclination to 
W propagate ſuch Reports, as tend to the Diſreputation 


* . 


'of another. i 


When the Diſeaſe of the Mind, which I have hither» 
to been ſpeaking of, ariſes to this Degree of Malignity, 
it diſcovers itfelf in its worſt Symptoms, and is in Dan- 
ger of becoming incurable. I need not therefore inſiſt 
upon the Guilt in this laſt Particular, which every one 
cannot but diſapprove, who is not void of Humanity, 
or even common Diſcretion ; I ſhall only add, what- 
ever Pleaſure any Man may take in ſpreading Whiſpers 
of this Nature, he will find an infinitely greater Satis- 


letting the Secret die within his own Breaſt, 


faction in conquering the Temptation he is under, by 


4 — 


— — 
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On CHEARFULNESS. 


—7 look on Chearſulneſs, 
As on the Healih of Virtue. | YOUNG. 


HAVE always preſerred Chearfulneſs to Mirth. 
The latter I conſider as an Act, the former as an 
Habit of the Mind. Mirth is ſhort and tranſient; 
Chearfulneſs fixed and permanent. "Thoſe are often 
raiſed into the greateſt Franſports of Mirth, who are 
ſubject to the greateſt Depreſſions of Melancholy. On 
the contrary, Chearfulneſs, though it does not give 
the Mind ſuch an exquiſite Gladneſs, prevents us 
from falling into any Depths of Sorrows. Mirth is 
like a Flath of Lightning, that breaks through a2 
Gloom of Clouds, and glitters for a Moment; Chear- 
fulneſs keeps up a Kind of Day-light in the Mind, 
and fills it with a ſteady and perpetual Serenity, = 
| | en 
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| Men of auſtere Principles look npon Mirth as too ? 
"wanton and diſſolute for a State of Probation, and a 
filled with a certain Triumph and Inſolence of Heart,, 
that is inconſiftent with a Life which is every Moment 1 
Writers of this 
that the ſacred Perſon 
who was the great Pattern of Perfection, Was never 8 


obnoxious to the greateſt Dangers. 
' Complexion have obſerved, 


{cen to laugh 


Chearfulneſs of Mind is not liable to any of theſe | 
Exceptions; it is of a ſerious and compoſed Nature, 5 
it does not throw the Mind into a Condition improper | 
for the preſent State of Humanity, and is very con- 
ſpicuous in the Character of thoſe who are looked up- 
on as the greateſt Philoſophers among the Heathens, 


as well as amongſt thoſe who have been deſerved] 
eſteemed as Saints and holy Men among Chriſtians. 


If we conſider Chearfulneſs in three Lights, with 
Regard to ourſelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and 
it will not a little 
The 
poſſeſſed of this excellent Frame of 
Mind, is not only eaſy in his Thoughts, but a perfect 


to the great Author of our Being, 


recommend itſelf on each of thoſe Accounts. 
Man who is 


Maſter of all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul: 


His imagination is always clear, and his Judgment bi 


undiſturbed : His Temper is even and unrutfled, 
whether in Action or in Solitude. 


full Weight of thoſe accidental Evils which may befal 


| him. 


If we confider him in Relation to the Perſons 2} 


whom he converies with, it naturally produces Love 


and Good-will towards him. A chearful Mind is not 1 


only diſpoſed to be affable and obliging, but raiſes 
the ſame good Humour in thoſe who come with- 
in its Influence. A Man finds himſelf pleaſed, he 
does not know why, with the Chearfulneſs of his 


Com- 


He comes with bf 
a Reliſh of all thoſe Goods which Nature has pro- 
vided for him, taſtes all the Pleaſures of the Creation 
which are poured about him, and does not feel the 


CES... 
204% BE n 
2 8 r 
n 1 

. 


E 2 % 
ay . 2 
* A* 2g . 72 12 2 b WP 12 8 
a N. ooo pe 
* 9898 HED a8 -Þ 832 2 2 br 
1 5 
7 2 24 % 


The PLEASLINGINSTRUCTOR. 33 


wy ompanions: It is like a ſudden Sun- ſhine that a- 
azkens a ſecret Delight in the Mind without attend- 
* Ing to it. The Heart rejoices of its own Accord, 
nend naturally flows out into Friendſhip and Benevo- 
\is MW <nce towards the Perſon who has ſo kindly an Effect 
RINSE 4225 

When I conſider this chearful State of Mind in its 
hird Relation, I cannot but look upon it as a conſtant 
habitual Gratitude to the Great Author of Nature. 
An inward Chearfulneſs is an implicit Praiſe and 
Thanſgiving to Providence under its Diſpenſations. 
lt is a Kind of Acquieſcence in the State wherein we 
are placed, and a ſecret Approbation of the Divine 
Will in his Conduct towards Man. 


0 


There are but two Things, which, in my Opinion, 
can reaſonably deprive us of this Chearfulneſs of Heart. 


er 


LEY Mr x / 
— * 


The firſt of theſe is the Senſe of Guilt, A Man who 
lives in a State of Vice and Impenitence, can have no 
8 Title to that Evenneſs and Tranquillity of Mind, which 
eis the Health of the Soul, and the natural Effect of 
Virtue and Innocence. Chearfulneſs in an ill Man de- 


ſerves a harder Name than Language can furniſh us 
with, and is many Degrees beyond what we common= 


Iy call Folly and Madneſs. | 
Atheiſm, by which I mean a Diſbelief of the Su- 
zreme Being, and conſequently of a future State, 
under whatſoever Title it ſhelters itſelf, may like- 
wile very. reaſonably deprive a Man of his Chearful- 
neſs of Temper. There is ſomething ſo particularly 
gloomy and offenſive to human Nature in the Proſ- 
pect of Non-Exiſtence, that I cannot but wonder, 
with many excellent Writers, how it is poſlible for 
a Man to out-live the Expectation of it. For my 
con Part, I think the Being of a God is ſo little to 
be doubted, that it is almoſt the only Truth we are 
| ſure of, and ſuch a Truth as we meet with in every 
Object, in every Occurrence, and in every Thought. 
f we look into the Character of this Tribe of In- 
Adels, we generally find, they are made up of Pride, 
Spleen, 
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After having mentioned thoſe two great Principles 
which are deſtructive of Chearfulneſs in their own 


Chearfulneſs of Heart. The Tofling of a Tempeſt ; 
cording to the Dictates of Virtue and right Reaſon, 
_ Conſideration of his own Nature; and of that Being 


which is fo lately beſtowed upon him, and which, 
after Millions of Ages, will be ſtill new, and ſtill 


its Entrance into Eternity, when it takes a View of 
thoſe improveable Faculties, which in a few Years, 
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leen, and Cavil: It is indeed no Wonder, that 
en, who are uneaſy to themſelves, ſhould be ſo to 
the reſt of the World; and how is it poſſible for 


a Man to be otherwiſe than uneaſy in himfelf, when ſpre⸗ 

he is in Danger every Moment of loſing his entire of a 
R : 8 3 7 = ever 

Exiſtence, and dropping into nothing? H 
The vicious Man and Atheiſt have therefore no Cone 


Pretence to Chearfulneſs, and would a& very un- 2 7 
reaſonably ſhould they endeavour at it, It is im- Min 


poſlible for any one to live in good Humour, and enjoy e | 


his preſent Exiſtence, who is apprehenſive either of | beh. 
Torment or Annihilation; of being miſerable, or of his 
not being at all. ima 
our 


ſur 
In 

qu⸗ 
Me 


Nature, as well as in right Reaſon, I cannot think 
of any other, that ought to baniſh this happy Tem- 
per from a virtuous Mind. Pain and Sicknets, Same *< 
and Reproach, Porerty and old Age, nay Death itſelf, HM 
conſidering the Shortneſs of their Duration, and the r 
Advantage we may reap from them, do not deferve all 
the Name of Evils. A good Mind may bear up un- | 
der them with Fortitnde, with Indolence, and with 


does not diſcompoſe him, who is ſure it will bring 
him to a joyful Harbour. 

A Man who uſes his beſt Endeavours to live ac- 
has two perpetual Sources of Chearfulneſs; in the 
on whom he has a Dependence. If he look into 


himſelf, he cannot but rejoice in that Exiſtence, 


in its Beginning. How many Self- Congratulations I 
naturally ariſe in the Mind, when it reflects on this | 


and even at his firſt ſetting out, have made fo conſi- 
- dei able 
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Wderable a Progreſs, and which will be (ill receiving an 

Wincreaſe- of Perfection, and conſequently an Iricreafe 

of Happineſs ? The Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Being, 

ſpreads a perpetual Diffuſion of Joy through the Soul 

of a virtuous Man, and makes him look upon himſelf 

Wevery Moment as more happy than he knows how to 
conceive. 

The ſecond Gone of Chearfulneſs to a good 
E ind, is its Conſideration of-that Being on whom 
we have our Dependence, and in whom, though we 
bchold him as yet but in the firſt faint Diſcoveries of 
his Perfections, we fee every Thing that we can 
imagine as great, glorious, or amiable. We find 
& ourſelves every-where upheld by his Goodnels, and 
W {urrounded with an Immenſity of Love and Merey. 

In ſhort, we depend upon a Being, whoſe Power 
| qualifies, him to make us happy by an Infinity of 

W Means, whoſe Goodneſs and i ruth engage him to 

make thoſe happy who deſire it of him, and whole 

IE | 'ochangeablenets will ſecure us intchis IDE to 

all Eternity. N | 

= ouch, Conſiderations, which every one thonld per- 
WE petually cheriſh in his Thoughts, will baniſh from us 

all that ſecret Heavineſs of Heart, which unthinking 
Men are ſubject to when they lie under no real Afflic- 

tion; all that Anguiſh which we may feel from any 
Evil that actually oppreſſes us, to which I may like- 

W vii: add, thoſe little Cracklings of Mirth and Folly 

hit are apter to betray Virtue chan ſupport it; and 
eſtablich in us ſuch an even and chearful Temper, as 
makes us pleaſing to ourſelves, to thole with whom 


we converle, and to him whom we were made to 
pleaſe. | 
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The Advantage Ic E 


Nor fell Deſpair, nor Noiſe invades the Ear; : 
But all Wen and placid does appear. ANON, 


\Hearfulneſs is, in the firſt Place, the beſt Pro- 
moter of Health. Repinings and ſecret Mur- 
murs of Heart, give imperceptible Strokes to thoſe 
delicate Fibres of which the vital Parts are compoſed, 


and wear out the Machine inſenſibly; not to mention 


thoſe violent Ferments which they ſtir up in the 
Blood, and thoſe irregular, diſturbed Motions which 
they raiſe in the animal Spirits. I ſcarce remember, 
in my own Obſervations, to have met with many old 
Men, or with ſuch, who, (to uſe our Eng//b Phraſe) 


rear «vell, that had not at leaſt a certain Indolence in 


their Humour, if not a more than ordinary Gaiety 


and Chearfulneſs of Heart. The Truth ef it is, 


Health and Chearfulneſs mutually beget each other; = 


with this Differetice, that we ſeldom meet with a great | : 
Degree of Health which is not attended with a certain 
Chearfulneſs, but very often ſee Chearfulneſs where 


there is no great Degree of Health, 
Chearfulneſs bears the fame friendly Regard to 


the Mind as to the Body: It baniſhes all anxious 
Care and Diſcontent, ſoothes and compoſes the Paſ- 
| tions, and keeps the Soul in a perpetual Calm. But 
having already touched on this laſt Conſideration, I 


hall here take Notice, that the World, m which we 
are placed, is filled with innumerable Objects that are 


proper to raiſe and keep alive this happy Temper of | 


Mind. 


If we conſider the World in its Subſerviency to 
Man, one would think it was made for our Uſe; but 


if we conſider it in its natural Beauty and Harmony, 
one would be apt to conclude it was made for our 
Pleaſure. The Sun, which is as the great Soul of 
the Univerle, and produces all the Neceſſaries of 


Life, } 
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; | Life, has a particular Influence in chearing the Mind 
” of Man, and making the Heart glad. 


Thoſe ſeveral living Creatures which are made for 
our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either 
fill the Woods with their Muſic, furniſh us with 


Game, or raiſe pleaſing Ideas in us by the Delightful- 


neſs of their Appearance. Fountains, Lakes, and 
Rivers are as refreſhing to the Imagination, as to the 
Soil through which they pals. 

There are Writers of great Diſtinction, who have 
made it an Argument for Providence, that the whole 
Earth is covered with Green, rather than with any 


other Colour, as being ſuch a right Mixture of Light 


and Shade, that it comforts and ſtrengthens the Eye, 
inſtead of weakening or grieving it. For this Reajon 
ſeveral Painters have a green Cloth hanging near them, 
to eaſe the Eye upon, after too great an Application 
to their Colouring. A famous modern Philoſopher 


accounts for it in the following Manner: All Colours 
that are more luminous, overpower and diflipate the 


animal Spirits which are employed in Sight; on the 


_ contrary, thoſe that are more obſcure, do not give 


the animal Spirits'a ſufficient Exerciſe z whereas the 


Rays that produce in us the Idea of Green, fall upon 


the Eye in ſuch a due Proportion, that they give the 


animal Spirits their proper Play, and by keeping up 
the Struggle in a juſt Balance, excite a very pleaſing 


and agreeable Senſation. Let the Cauſe be what it 
will, the Effect is certain; for which Reaſon the 
Poets aſcribe to this particular Colour the Epithet of 
Chearful. 

To cater farther this double End i in the Works 
of Nature, and how they are at the ſame I ime both 
uſeful and entertaining, we find that the moſt im- 
portant Parts in the vegetable World are thoſe which 
are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by 
which the ſeveral Races of Plants are propagated and 
continued, and which are always lodged in Flowers 
or Bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal 
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Objects which ſcem to have very little Uſe in them; 


the like groteſque Parts of Nature. Thoſe who are 9 
verſed in Philoſophy, may carry this Conſideration ſtall 


leſs and uncomfortable Figure; and why has Provi- 
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Deſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth 
gay and delightful, while the is carrying on her great 
Work, and intent upon her own Preſervation. The 
Huſbandman after the fame Manner is employed in 
laying out the whole Country into a Kind of Garden 
or Landikip, and making every Thing ſmile about 
him, whilſt, in Reality, he thinks of nothing but of 
the Harveſt and Increaſe which is ta ariſe from it. 

We may farther obſerve how Providence has taken 
Care to keep up this Chearfulneſs in the Mind of 
Man, by baving formed it after ſuch -a Manner, as 
to make it capable of conceiving Delight from .. veral 


as from the Wildneſs of Rocks and Defarts, and Fo 


higher, by obſerving, that if Matter had appeared to 
us endowed only with thoſe real [Qualities which it A 
actually poſſeſſes, it would have made but a very joy- 


dence given it a Power of producing in us ſuch imagt- | 
nary Qualities, as Taſtes and Colours, Sounds and 
Smells, Heat and Cold; but that Man, while he is 
converſ.nt in the lower Stations of Nature, might 
have his Mind cheared and delighted with agreeable 
Senſations? In ſhort, the whole Univerſe is a Kind of 
Theatre, filled with Objects that either raiſe in us Plea- 
jure, Amuſement, or Admiration. 

T he Reader's own Thoughts will ſuggeſt to bim 
the Viciſſitude of Day and Night, the Change of Sea- 
ions, with all that Variety of Scenes which diverſify 
the Face of Nature, and fill the Mind with a per petual 
D>ucceilion of beautiful and pleaſing Images. | 

[ ſhall not here mention the ſeveral Entertainments 
of Arr, with the Pleaſures of Friendſhip, Books, 
Converſation, and other accidental Diverſions of 
Life, becauſe I would only take Notice of ſuch In- 
citements to a chearful 1 emper, as offer themſelves 
to Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, and which 

may 
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| may ſufficiently ſhew us that Providence did not deſign 


this World ſhould be filled with Murmurs and Re- 
pinings, or that the Heart of Man fhould be involved 


— 
5 


in Gloom and Melancholy. 1 4 7 


the more inculcate this Chearfulneſs of Temper, 
as it is a Virtue in which our Countrymen are ob- 
ſerved to be more deficient than any other Nation. 
Melancholy is a Kind of Dzmon that haunts our 
Iſland, and often conveys itſelf to us in an eaſterly 
Wind. A celebrated French Novelliſt, in Oppoſition 


to thofe who begin their Romances with the flowery 


Seaſon of the Year, enters on his Story thus: In the 
gloomy Month of November, when the People of Eng- 
land hang and drocun themſefves, a diſconſolate Lover 


walked out into the Fields, &c. 


Every one ought to fence againſt the Temper of His 
Climate and Conſtitution, and frequently. to indulge in 
himſelf thoſe Conſiderations which may give him a 


Serenity of Mind, and enable him to bear up chear- 


fully againſt thoſe little Evils and Misfortunes which 


are common to human Nature, and which, by a right 


== Improvement of them, will produce a Satiety of Joy, 


and an uninterrupted Happineſs. 

At the fame I ime that I would engage my Reader 
to conſtder the World in its moſt agreeable Lights, 
[ muſt own there are many Evils which naturally 
ipring up amidſt the Entertainments that are provided 
tor us; but theſe, if rightly conſidered; ſhould be far 
from overcaſting the Mind with Sorrow, or deſtroying 


that Chearfulneſs of Temper, which 1 have been re- 


commending. This Interſperſion of Evil with Good, 
and Pain with Pleaſure, in the Works of Nature, is 
very truly aſeribed by Mr Locke, in his Eſſay on Hu- 
man Underſtanding, to a moral Reaſon, in the follow- 
ing Words: eB eg tomy 

Beyond all this, wwe may find another Reaſon why 
God hath ſcattered up and down feveral Degrees ot 
Pleaſure and Pain, in all the Things that environ 
and affect us, and blend them together, in alnigſt a 

: : D 3 that: 
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finding Imperfection, Diſſati faction, and Want of com- 
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ticle of Spleen, and either directs my Attention to Ob- 
Jjects of Chearfulneſs and Joy, or enables me to look 
upon their Contraries as I do on Shades in a Picture, 
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that our Thoughts and Senſes have to do with ; that awe, 


pleat Happineſs in all the Enjoyments which the Creatures 
can afford us, might be led to ſeek it in the Enjoyment of 
him-; with whom there is Fulneſs of Joy, and at whole MW 
Right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore. | : 


8 8 — — — 


On HAPPINESS. 


| Know then this Ti ruth—enough for Man to knaev, | 
Virtue alone is Happineſs beloww. : PopE. 
Ought hourly to be looking up with Gratitude 
and Praiſe to the Creator of my Being, for having 
formed me of a Diſpoſition that throws off every Par- 


which add Force to the Lights, and Beauty to the 


There is a Paſſage in that truly original Poem, 
called The Spleen, which pleaſes me more than almoſt 
any Thing I have read. The Paſſage is this: 
Happy the Man whe, innocent, 

Grieves not at Ills he can't prevent: 
| His Skiff does with the Current glide, 
Nor puffing pull'd againſt the Tide : 4 
He, paddling by the ſeuffling Crowd, E- 
Sees, unconcern d, Life's lager row'd —_ 
And when he can't prevent foul Play, 
Eujeys the Follies of the Fray, 


al 
Whole. With this Happineſs of Conſtitution, I can u 
behold the Luxury of the Times, as giving Food and e 
Cloathing to the Hungry and the Naked; extending d 
our Commerce, and promoting and encouraging the 
liberal Arts. I can look upon the Horrors of War, ( 
as productive of the Bleſſings and Enjoyments of t 
Peace; and upon the Miſeries of Mankind, which I WR « 
cannot relieve, with a thankful Heart that my own WW 1 
Lot has been more favourable. bs | 
|; 
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'The laughing Philoſopher has always appeared to 


me a more eligible Character than the weeping one; 
but before I fit down either to laugh or to cry at the 
follies of Mankind, as I have publicly enliſted my- 
WE {elf in their Service, it becomes me to adminiſter 
W every Thing in my Power to relieve or cure them. 
or this Purpoſe I thall here lay before my Readers 


ſome lcoſe Hints on a Subject, which will, I hope, 


: | excite their Attention, and contribute towards the 
W expelling from the Heart thoſe malignant and ſullen 
= Humours, which deſtroy the Harmony of ſocial 
Life. „ 


If we make Obſervations on human Nature, either 


from what we feel in ourſelves, or ſee in others, we 


ſhall perceive that almoſt all the Uneaſineſſes of Man- 


kind owe their Riſe to Ina&tivity, or Idleneſs of Body 
or Mind. A free and briſk Circulation of the Blood 


is abſolutely neceſſary towards the creating Eaſineſs 
and good Humour; and is the only Means of ſecuring 
us from a reſtleſs Train of idle Thoughts, which 
cannot fail to make us burthenſome to ourſelves, and 


diſſatisfied with all about us. 


Providence has therefore wiſely provided for the 
Generality of Mankind, by compelling them to uſe 


We that Labour, which not only procures them the Ne- 


cellaries of Life, but Peace and Health to enjoy 
them with Delight. Nay farther, we find how ef- 
ſentially neceſſary it is that the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind thou'd be obliged to earn their Bread by La- 
bour, from the ill Uſe that is almoſt univerſally made 
of thoſe Riches which exempt Men from it. Even 


the Advantages of the beſt Education are generally 


found to be inſufficient to keep us within the Limits 
of Reaſon and Moderation. How hard do the very 
beſt of Men find it, to force upon themſelves that 
Abſtinence or Labour which the Narrowneſs of 
their Circumſtances does not immediately compel 
them to! Is there really one in Ten, who by all the 


Wy 4rantages of Wealth and Leiſire, is wade more 


happy 


n nn _ 


trary, he will perceive that the common Labours and : 
Employments of Life are much better ſuited to the 


Face thou ſhalt eat thy Bread; for to the Puniſhment | 
all the Enjoyments of Life. Though the firſt Para- 
Penalty inflicted for that Tranſgreſſion, the Earth 
is made into a Paradiſe again, in the beautiful Fields 


and Gardens which we lee daily produced by the La- 


nounced curled for his Diſobedience; yet is that Curſe W 
ſo ordered, as to be the Punifhmens, chiefly and al- 


inflict it upon themſelves. 
1 the Bonds of mutual Support and Affection deriv- 
can ſufficiently ſupply, compel him to eontribute to- 
wards the Benefit of others; and while he labours on- 
ly for his own Advantage, he is promoting the univer- 


ſal Good of all around him. 


Joy; but the Multitude are ſo unreaſonaþle, as 10 
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happy in Reſpect to himſelf, or more uſeful to Mali 


| kind? What Numbers do we daily ſee of ſuch Per 

ſons, either rioting in Luxury, or ſleeping in Sloth, b f 
for one who makes a proper Uſe of the Advantage 
which Riches give for the Improvement of himſelf ps | 


or the Happineſs of others! And how many do wi 
meet with, who, for their Abuſe of the Bleſſings off 
Life, are given up to perpetual Uneaſineſs of Mind, 
and to the great Agonies of bodily Pain ? E 'F 
Whoever ſeriouſly- confiders this Point, will diſ. 


cover that Riches are by no Means ſuch certain Bleſ. 


ſings as the Poor imagine them to be: On the con- 


Majority of Mankind, than unn, and Abundance : 
would be without them. 
It was a merciful Sentence which the Creator paf. 
ſed on Man for his Diſobedience, By the Sweat of art 
itſelf, he ſtands indebted for Health, Strength, and 


diſe was forfeited for his Tranſgreſſion, yet by the i 


bour of Man. And though the Ground was pro- 


moſt folely of thoſe, who, by Intemperance or Sloth, 
Even from the Wants and Weaknefles of Mankind, 
ed. The Neceflities of each, which no Man himfclt 


Health is the Blefling that every one wiſhes to en- 


' deſire 
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acgre to purchaſe it at a cheaper Rate than it is to be 


ſan obtained. The Continuance of it is only to be fe- 
Per. cured by Exerciſe or Labour. But the Misfortune 
this, that the Poor are too apt to overlook their own 
age Enjoyments, and to view with Envy the Eaſe and 
ſel, Affluence of their Superiors, not conſidering that the 
ve uſual Attendants upon great Fortunes are Anxiety and 
s ol Diſeaſe. . OY 5 

nd, If it be true, that thoſe Perſons are the | happieſt 


who have the feweſt Wants, the rich Man is more 
the Object of Compaſlion than Envy. However 


lef- WW moderate his Inclinations may be, the Cuſtom of the 
on- World lays him under a Kind of Neceſſity of living 
nd up to his Fortune. He muſt be ſurrounded by an 
the uſeleſs Train of Servants; his Appetite muſt be pal- 


led with Plenty, and his Peace invaded by Crowds. 
He muſt give up the Pleaſures and Endearments of 


af- WS domeſtic Life, to be the Slave of Party and Faction. 
th; Or if the Goodneſs of his Heart ſhould incline him 
nt I to Acts of Humanity and Benevolence, he will have 
nd the frequent Mortification of ſeeing his Charities ill 
ra- beſtowed ; and by his Inability to relieve all, the con- 
he ſtant one of making more Enemies by his Refuſals, 
th than Friends by his Benefactions. If we add to 


theſe - Conſiderations a Truth, which T believe few 
Perſons will diſpute, namely, that the greateſt For- 
tunes, by adding to the Wants of their Poſſeſſore, 
uſually render them the moſt neceſſitous of Men, 
ve ſhall find Greatneſs and Happineſs to be at a wide 
Diſtance from one another. If we carry our En- 

quiries ſtill higher; if we examine into the State of 
a King, and even enthrone him, like our own, in 


v- the Hearts of his People; if the Life of a Father be 
f a Life of Care and Anxiety, to be the Father of a 
o- People is a Pre- eminence to be honoured, but not 


envied. 

& This Happineſs of Life is, I believe, generally to 
be found in thoſe Stations, which neither totally ſub- 
ect Men to Labour, nor abſolutely exempt them 
from 


Fable. 


„ther of Health and Contentment, lived with he 


tion, and Songs of Chearfulnefs and Joy, ſoftened 
the Toils of the Way; while Contentment went 
„ ſmiling on the Left, ſupporting the Steps of her 


- 6© through Towns and Villages, till at laſt they ar- Ju 
„ rived at the Capital of the Kingdom. At their . 
Entrance into the great City, the Mother conjured 
her Daughters never to loſe Sight of her; for it 
„was the Will of Jupiter, ſhe, ſaid, that their Sep} 
ration ſhould be attended with the utter Ruin of all 


regard the Councils of Labour: She ſuffered her- 


'©« of them, till ſhe was at laſt ſeized by a Laſſitude in 
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from it. Power is the Parent of Diſquietude, Amb. 

tion of Diſappointment, and Riches of Diſeaſe. 

I will conclude theſe Reflections with the following 
5 Labour, the Offspring of Want, and the Moff 


40 


„ two Daughters in a little Cottage by the Side . 
cc 


268 


a Hill, at a great Diſtance from Town. The 
were totally unacquainted with the Great, and 
had kept no better Company than the neighbour? 
ing Villagers : But having a Deſire of ſeeing th. 
„World, they forſook their Companions and Hab 
tation, and determined to travel. Labour went 
5“ ſoberly along the Road, with Health on her Right 
« hand, who, by the Sprightlineſs of her Converſa- 


tc 
cc 


Mother, and, by her perpetual Good-humour, en. 5 
2 creaſing the Vivacity of her Siſter. 2 B 
eln this Manner they travelled over Foreſts, and 


* three. But Health was of too gay a Diſpoſition to 


« ſelf to be debauched by Intemperance, and at faſt 
„ died in Child-bed of Diſeaſe. Contentmert, in 
« the Abſence of her Sifter, gave herſelf up to the 
4“ Enticements of Sloth, and was never heard of at- 
% ter: While Labour, who could have no Enjoyment 
c without her Daughters, went every-where in Search 


177 „ ne — K 


& her Way, and died in Miſery.” | 
| The 
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nb The Ax T of HAPPINESS 

vin = Love, Hope, and Joy, fuir Pleaſure's ſmiling Train 
88 Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain. Pop. 
her Good Temper is one of the principal Ingredients 


of Happineſs. This, it will be faid, is the 


4 Work of Nature, and muſt be born with us: And fo 
* Wn a good Mealure it is; yet oftentimes it may be ac- 
= hg" by Art, and always improved by Culture. 
moſt every Object that attracts our Notice, has its 
ab. bright and its dark Side: He that habituates himſelf 
en look at the diſpleaſing Side, will four his Diſpoſi- 
bi. ion, and conſequently impair his Happineſs; while 
rf. ewho conſtantly beholds it on the bright Side, in- 
nel ſenſibly meliorates his Temper, and in Conſequence of 
en] it, improves his own Happineſs, and the Happineſs of 
all about him. | | 


= Arachne and Meliſa are two Friends. They 
are both of them Women in Years, and alike in 
Birth, Fortune, Education, and Accompliſhments, 
They were originally alike in Temper too; but by 
different Management, are grown the Reverſe of 


red each other. Arachne has accuſtomed herſelf to look 
. + WF only on the dark Side of every Object. If a new 
pi. Play or Poem makes its Appearance, with a thouſand - 
"11 Brilliancies, and but one or two Blemiſhes, ſhe 
to 8 lightly ſkims over the Paſſages that ſhould give her 
er- Pleaſure, and dwells upon thoſe only that fill her with 
fat Dillike. If you ſhew her a very excellent Portrait, 
in Wy the looks at ſome Part of the Drapery that has 
the been neglected, or to a Hand or Finger which has 
af. been left unfiniſhed. Her Garden is a very beauti- 
ent ful one, and kept with great Neatneſs and Elegance; 
ch but if you take a Walk with her into it, ſhe talks to 
in vou of nothing but Blights and Storms, of Snails and 


Caterpillars, and how impoſſible it is to keep it 
from the Litter of falling Leaves and Worm-caſts. 
If you ſit down in one of her Temples, to enjoy, a 

| Co 
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delightful Proſpect, ſhe obſerves to you, that there 
is too much Wood, or too little Water; that the 
Day is too ſunny, or. too gloomy ; that it is ſultry WM 
or windy ; and finiſhes with a long Harangue upon 
the Wretchedneſs of our Climate. When you re. 
turn with her to the Company, in Hopes of a little 
chearful Converſation, ſhe caſts a Gloom over al, 
by giving you the Hiſtory of her own bad Health, or 
of ſome melancholy Accident that has befallen one of 
her Daughter's Children, Thus ſhe infenſibly ſinks IR 
her own Spirits, and the Spirits of all around her, and 
at laſt diſcovers, the knows not why, that her Friends 
are grave. 5 | - i 

Meliſſu is the Reverſe of all this. By conſtantly 
habituating herſelf to look only on the bright Side of 


Objects, the preſerves a perpetual Chearfulneſs in 


herſelf, which, by a Kind of happy Contagion, ſhe 
communicates to all about her. If any Misfortune 


has befallen her, the conſiders it might have been 
worſe, and is thankful to Providence for an Eſcape, 


She rejoices in Solitude, as it gives her an Opportu- 
nity of knowing herſelf; and in Society, becaule ſhe 


can communicate the Happineſs ſhe enjoys. She 


oppoſes every Man's Virtues to his Failings, and 
can find out ſomething to cherith and applaud in the 


very worſt of her Acquaintance. She opens every 
Book with a Defire to be entertained or inſtructed, 


and therefore ſeldom miſſes what ſhe looks for. 
Walk with her, though it be but on a Heath or a 
Common, and the will diſcover numberleſs Beauties, 
unobſerved before, in the Hills, the Dales, the 


Brooms, Brakes, and the vari-gated Flowers of Weeds 


and Poppies. She enjoys every Change of Wea- 
ther and of Seaſon, as bringing with it ſomething 
of Health or Convenience. In Converſation, it is a 
Rule with her never to ſtart a Subject that leads to 
any Thing gloomy or difagreeable ; you therefore 
never hear her repeating her own Grievances, or thoſe 
vf her Neigubours, or (what is worſt of all) their 

Faults 


UF 2 
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4 [Faults and Imperfections. If any Thing of the lat- 


ter Kind be mentioned in her Hearing, ſhe has the 


W Addreſs to turn it into Entertainment, by changing 
tue moſt odious Railing into a pleaſant Railery. Thus 
Iſeliſa, like the Bee, gathers Honey from every Weed; 
Ws while Arachne, like the Spider, ſucks Poiſon 8 the 


faireſt Flowers. The Conſequence is, that of two 
Tempers, once very nearly allied, the one is for ever 


W {our and diſlatisfied, the other always gay and chear- 


ful: The one ſpreads an univerſal Gloom ; the other 


a continual Sunſhine, 


There is nothing more worthy of our Attention 


WT than this Art of Happineſs. In Converſation, as 


well as Life, Happinets very often depends upon the 
ſlighteſt Incidents. "The taking Notice of the Bad- 
neſs of the Weather, a North Eaſt Wind, the Ap- 
roach of Winter, or any trifling Circumſtance of 


the diſagreeable Kind, ſhall inſenſibly rob a whole 


Company of its good Humour, and fling every 
Member of it into the Vapours. If therefore we 


W would be happy in ourſelves, and are deſirous of 
W communicating that Happineſs to all about us, theſe 


Minutiz of Converſation ought carefully to be at- 


; tended to. The Brightneſs of the Sky, the Length- 


ening of the Days, the encreaſing Verdure of the 
Spring, the Arrival of any little Piece of good News, 


or whatever carries with it the moſt diſtant Glimpſe 
of Joy, thall frequently be the Parent of a ſocial 


and happy Converſation. Good Manners exact from 
us this Regard for our Company. The Clown may 
repine at the Sunſhine that ripens huis Harveſt, be- 
chile his Turnips are burnt up by ity but the Man of 
Refinement will cxire&t Pleaſure from the Thunder 
Storm to which he is expoſed, by remarking on the 


| Plenty and Refreſhmont, which may be expected from 


ſuch a Shower. 

Thus does good Marmers, as well as pood* Senſe, 
aire us to look at every Object on the bright 
e; and by thus ating, we cheriſh and improve 


both 
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both the one and the other. By this Practice it is that if 


Meliga is become the wiſeſt and the beſt-bred Wo- 
man living: And by this Practice may every Man 
and Woman arrive at that eaſy Benevolence of Tem- 


per, which the World calls Good- nature, and the 
Scr ipture 0 whole natural and never-failing 3 


Fruit is Happineſs. 


— 
* — — — * 


Or the INFLUENCE of Inn och and 


Ho x o ex. 


Hhen Innocence and Beauty both combi 
- What Soul but melts © Iheir Force is all divine. Axon. 


8 good Qualities and Infirmities, rather than Vices and 
Virtues, tells the following Story, a 
„Our Author ſays, he was pretty much ad- 

. diced. to the moſt fathionable of all Faults. He 


had a looſe Rogue for a Lacquey, not a little in his 
Favour, . though he had no other Name for hin 


when he ſpoke of him but %e Raſcal, or to him, but 


Sirrah, One Morning when he was dreſſing, Sirrah, 


ſays he, be ſure you bring Home this Evening a pret- 


ty Wench. The Fellow was a Perſon of Diligence 


and Capacity, and had for ſome Time addreſſed him- 
ſelf to a decayed old Gentlewoman, who had à young 


Maiden to her Daughter, beauteous as an Angel, not 
yet ſixteen Years of Age. The Mother's extreme 
Poverty, and the fafnuaions of this artful Lacquey, 
concerning the ſoft Diſpofition and Generoſity of his 


Maſter, made her conſent to deliver up her Daughter. 
But many were the Intreaties and Repreſentations 


of the Mother to gain the Child's Conſent, to an 


Action, which ſhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, at the ſame 
Time the exhorted her to it; but; Child, ſays ſhe, 
can you ſee your Moyer die for Hunger! ? The Vir- 


gin 


French Author, giving an Account of a very d- ; 
.greeable Man, in whoſe Character he mingles 


ww I „ © Oo 5  f© © 
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gin argued no longer, but burſting into Tears, faid, 
the would go any where. The Lacquey conveyed her 
with great Obſequiouſneſs and Secrecy to his Maſter's 
Lodging, and placed her in a commodious Apartment 


tin he came Home, The Knight, who knew his Man 


never failed of bringing in his Prey, indulged his Ge- 
nius at a Banquet and was in high Humour at an En- 
tertainment with Ladies, expecting to be received in 
the Evening, by one as agrecable as the beſt of them. 
When he came Home, his Lacquey met him with a 
ſaucy and joyful Familiarity, crying out, dhe is as 
handſome as an Angel, (for there is no other Simile 
on theſe Occaſions) but the tender Fool has wept till 


her Eyes are ſwelled and bloated ; for ſhe is a Maid 


and a Gentlewoman. With that he conducted his 
Maſter to the Room where ſhe was, and retired. The 


Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in Tears, ſaid in 


ſome Surprize, Do you not know, young Woman, 
why you are brought hither ? The unhappy Maid fell 
on her Knees, and with many Interruptions of Sighs 
and Tears, faid to him, I know, alas! too well, why 
I am brought hither : My Mother, to get Bread for 
her and myſelf, has ſent me to do what you pleaſed ; 
but wiſh it would pleaſe Heaven I could die, before I 
am added to the Number of thoſe miſerable Wretches 


Who live without Honour! With this Reflection ſhe 


wept anew, and beat her Boſom. The Knight, ſtep- 
ping back from her, ſaid, I am not ſo abandoned as 


to hurt your Innocence againſt your Will. 


* The Novelty of this Accident ſurprized him into 
Virtue; and covering the young Maid with a Cloak, 
he led her to a Relation's Houſe, to whoſe Care he 
recommended her for that Night. The next Morn- 
ing he ſent for her Mother, and aſked her if her 
Daughter was a Maid: The Mother aſſured him, that 


when ſhe delivered her to his Servant, ſhe was a Stran- 


ger to Man. Are you not then, replied the Knight, 
a wicked Woman, to contrive the Debauchery of your 
own Child ? She held down her Face with Fear and 

I Shame, 
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Shame, and in her Confuſion uttered ſome broken 
Words concerning her Poverty. Far be it, faid the | 
Gentleman, that you ſhould relieve yourſelf from 
Want by a much greater Evil: Your Daughter is a 
fine young Creature; do you know of none that ever 
ſpoke of her for a Wife? The Mother anſwered, 
there is an honeſt Man in our Neighbourhood that 
loves her, who has often ſaid he would marry her 
with Two Hundred Pounds. The Knight ordered 
his Man to reckon out that Sum, with an Addition of 
Fifty to buy the Bride Cloaths, and Fifty more as an 
Help to her Mother.” LY | Es 
LI appeal to all the Gallants in Town, whether poſſeſ- 
ſing all the Beauties in Great-Britain could give half the 
Pleaſure that this young Gentleman had in the Reflec- 
tion of having relieved a miſerable Parent from Guilt 
and Poverty, an innocent Virgin from public Shame, 
and beſtowing a virtuous Wife upon an honeſt Man ? 


INGRATITUDE puniſhed. An EasTErRn Tale B 


He that's ungrateful has no Fault but one, 1 
All other Grimes may paſs for Virtues in bim. YOUNG. 


A Dervife, venerable by his Age, fell ill in the 
Houſe of a Woman who had been long a Wi- 
dow, and lived in extreme Poverty in the Suburbs of 
Balfora. He was ſo touched with the Care and Zeal 
with which ſhe had aſſiſted him, that at his Departure 
he ſaid to her, I have remarked that you have where- 
with to ſubſiſt alone, but that you have not Subſiſtence 
enough to ſhare it with your only Son, the young 45- i 
dallab. If you will truſt him to my Care, I will en- 
deavour to acknowledge, in his Perſon, the Obliga- {3 
tions I have to you for your Care of me. The good 
Woman received this Propoſal with Joy; and the 
Derviſe departed with the young Man, advertiſing 


her, that they muſt perform a Journey which would 4 


laſt near two Years. As tbey travelled, he kept him 
| in 
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in Affluence, gave him excellent Inſtructions, cured 
him of a dangerous Diſeaſe with which he was attack- 
eſt; in fine, he took the ſame Care of him, as if be 
had been his own'Son. Abdallah a hundred Times 
teſtified his Gratitude to him FOE all his Bounties ; but 
the old Man always anſwered, 
tions that Gratitude is proved; we ſhall ſee in a pro- 
= © ae Time and Place, whether you are ſo grateful as 
8 © you pretend.” 
= One Day, as they continued their Travels, they 
found themſelves in a ſolitary Place, and the Dervite 
ſaid to Abdallah, My Son, we are now at the End 
of our Journey; I thall employ my Prayers to ob- 
tain from Heaven, that the Earth may open and 
make an Entrance wide enough to permit thee to 
deſcend into a Place, where thou wilt find one of 
the greateit Treaſures that the Earth incloſes in her 
Bowels. Haſt thou Courage to deſcend into this 
ſubterraneous Vault ?? continued he. Abuailah 
{wore to him, he might depend upon his Obedience 
and Zeal. Then the Derviſe lighted a {mall Fire, in- 
to which he caſt 2 Perfume; he read and prayed for 
tome Moments, after which the Earth opened, and 
the Derviſe ſaid to him, — Thou may'ſ now enter, 
* my dear Abdallah; 
© Power to do me a great Service; and that this is, 
perhaps, the only Opportunity thou canſt ever have 
of teſtifying to me that thon art not ungrateful : Do 
not let thyſelf be dazzled by all the Riches thou wilt 
find there; think only of ſeizing upon an Iron 
Candleſtick with twelve Branches, which thou wilt 
find clole to a Door; that is abſolutely neceffary to 
* me; come up immediately, and bring it to me.'— 
Abd 1b promited every 1 hing, and deſcended boldly 
Into the Vault. But forgetting what had been exprels- 
ly recommended to him, whilſt he was filling his Yeſt 
and his Boſom with Gold and Jewels, which this ſub- 
terraneous Vault incloſed in prodigious Heaps, the 


% 


* 
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had, however, Preſence of Mind enough to ſeize up- 


on the Iron Candleftick, which the Derviſe had ſo i 


ſtrongly recommended to him; and though the Situ- 
ation he was in was very terrible, he did not abandon 
himſelf to Deſpair; and thinking only in what Man- 
ner he ſhould get out of a Place which might become 


his Grave, he apprehended that the Vault had cloſed : 
only becauſe he had not followed the Order of the 


Derviſe ; he recalled to his Memory the Care and 
Goodneſs he had loaded him with; reproached him- 


ſelf with his Ingratitude, and finiſhed his Meditation i 


by humbling himſelf before God. At length, after 
much Pains and Inquietude, he was fortunate enough 


to find a narrow Paſſage which led him out of this ob- z 


ſcure Cave; though it was not till he had followed it 
a conſiderable Way, that he perceived a ſmall Open- 
ing covered wirh Briars and Thorns, through which 
he returned to the Light of the Sun. He looked on 


all Sides, to fee if he could perceive the Derviſe, but 
in vain ; he deſigned to deliver him the Iron Candle- WW 
ſtick. he ſo much wiſhed for, and formed a Deſign of 
quitting him, being rich enough with what he had ta- 
ken out of the Cavern, to live in Afluence without 


his Aſſiſtance. R 
Not perceiving the Derviſe, nor remembering any 
of the Places through which he had paſſed, he went 


on as Fortune had directed him, and was extremely | = 


aſtoniſhed to find himſelf oppoſite to his Mother's 


Houſe, which he imagined he was at a great Diſtance Þ 


from. She immediately enquired after the holy Der- 


viſe. Abdallah told her frankly what had bappened to. 
him, and the Danger he had run to ſatisfy his unrea- 
fonable Deſires ; he afterwards ſhewed her the Riches i 
with which he was loaded. His Mother concluded, 
upon the Sight of them, that the Derviſe only deſign- 
ed to make Trial of his Courage and Obedience, and 


that they ought to make Uſe of the Happineſs which 
Fortune had preſented to them ; adding, that doubt- 
leſs ſuch was the Intention of the holy Des 

5 b W hill 
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Whilſt they contemplated upon theſe "Treaſures with 
Avidity; whilſt they were dazzled with the Luſtre of 
them, and formed a thouſand Projects in Conſequence 
of them, they all vaniſhed away before their Eyes. It 
was then that Abdallah ſincerely reproached himſelf for 
his Ingratitude and Diſobedience ; and, perceiving 
that the Iron Candleſtick had reſiſted the Inchant- 
ment, or rather the juſt Puniſhment which thoſe de- 
ſetve who do not execute what they promiſe, he ſaid, 
W proftrating himſelf, —* What has happened to me is 
ꝝjuſt; I have loſt what I had no Deſign to reſtore, 
© and the Candleſtick which I intended to deliver to 
© the Derviſe, remains with me: It is a Proof that it 
© rightly belongs to him, and that the reſt was un- 
= * juſtly acquired.“ As he finiſhed theſe Words, he 
placed the Candleſtick in the Midſt of their little 
= Houſe, e „ 
When the Night was come, without reflecting up- 
on it, he placed the Light in the Candleſtick. Im- 
mediately they ſaw a Derviſe appear, who turned 
round for an Hour, and diſappeared, after having 
= thrown them an Aſper. The Candleftick had twelve 
== Branches. Abdallah, who was meditating all the Day 
upon what he had ſeen the Night before, was willing 
= to know what would happen the next Night, if he put 
a Light in each of them; he did ſo, and twelve Der- 
= viſes appeared that Inſtant; they turned round alſo for 
an Hour, and each of them threw an Aſper, as they 
= diſappeared. He repeated every Day the ſame Cere- 
= mony, which had always the fame Succeſs, but he 
could never make it fucceed more than once in twen- 
ty four Hours. This trifling Sum was enough to 
make his Mother and himſelf ſubſiſt tolerably : There 
vas a Time when they would have defired no more to 
de happy; but it was not conſiderable enough to 
change their Fortune: It is always dangerous for the 
= Imagination to be fixed upon the Idea of Riches. 
Ihe Sight of what he believed he ſhould poſſeſs ; the 
FE Projects he had formed for the Employment of it F all 
5 theſe 
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theſe Things had left ſuch profound Traces in the 
Mind of Abdallah, that nothing could efface” them. 


Therefore ſeeing the ſmall Advantage he drew from | 


the Candleſtick, he reſolved to carry it back to the 


Derviſe, in Hopes that he might obtain of him the 
Treaſure he had ſeen, or at leaſt find again the Rich- 


es which had vaniſhed from their Sight, by reſtoring 
to him a Thing for which he teſtified ſo carneſt a De- 
ſire. He was ſo fortunate as to remember his Name, 
and that of the City where he inhabited. He depart- 
ed therefore immediately for Magrebi, carrying with 
him his Candleſtick, which he lighted every Night, 


and by that Means furniſhed himſelf with what was N 


neceſſary on the Road, without being obliged to im- 
plore the Aſſiſtance and Compaſſion of the Faithful. 
When he arrived at Magrebi, his firſt Care was to en- 
quire in what Houſe, or in what Convent Aboaunadar 
lodged he was fo well known that every Body told 


him his Habitation. He repaired thither directly, and « 


found fifty Porters who kept the Gate of his Houfe. 
| having each a Staff with a Head of Gold in their 
Hands : The Court of this Palace was filled with 
Slaves and Domeſtics; in fine, the Reſidence of a 
Prince could not expoſe to View greater Magnificence. 


Abdallah, ſtruck with Afſtoniſhment and Admiration, 


feared to proceed, Certainly, thought he, I either 
explained myſelf wrong, or thoſe to whom I addreſſed 
myſelf deſigned to make a Jeſt of me, becauſe I was 
a Stranger: This is not the Habitation of a Derviſe; 
it is that of a King, He was in this Embarraſſment, 
when a Man approached him, and ſaid to him, Abdal- 
lah, thou art. welcome; my Mafler, Abounadar, has 


long expected thee. He then conducted him to an a- 5 
greeable and magnificent Pavillion, where the Derviſe | 
Abdallah, ſtruck with the Riches which 


was ſeated. 
he beheld on all Sides, would have proſtrated himſelf 
at his Feet, but Abounadar prevented him, and inter- 
rupted him when he would have made a Merit of the 
Candleſtick, which he preſented to him. Thou an 

© put 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR» 37 


but an ungrateful Wretch, ſaid he to him: Doſt, 
thou imagine thou canſt impoſe upon me? I am not 
ignorant of any one of thy Thoughts; and if thou 
& © hadſt known the Value of this Candleſtick, thou 
would never have brought it to me; I will make thee 
ſenſible of its true Uſe, Immediately he placed 
Ja Light in each of its Branches; and when the twelve 
Derviſes had turned round for ſome Time, Abounadar, 
gave each of them a Blow with a Cane, and in a Mo- 
ment they were converted into twelve Heaps of Se- 
uins, Diamonds, and other precious Stones. This, 


„ faid he, is the proper Uſe to be made of this marvel- 
s {© lous Candleſtick. As to me, I never defired it, but 
to place it in my Cabinet, as a Taliſman compoſed 
l. © by a Sage whom I revere, and am pleaſed to expoſe 


it ſometimes to thoſe who come to viſit me: And, to 
„prove to thee, added he, that Curioſity was the only 
i [Ef © Occaſion of my Search for it, here are the Keys of 
my Magazines, open them, and thou ſhalt judge 
of my Riches ; thou ſhalt tell me whether the moſt 
© inſatiable Miſer would not be ſatisfied with them.“ 
Asdallah obeyed him, and examined twelve Magazines 
of great Extent, ſo full of all Manner of Riches, that 
he could not diſtinguiſh what merited his Admiration 
moſt; they all deſerved it, and produced new Deſires. 

The Regret of having reſtored the Candleſtiek, and 
that of not having found out the Uſe of it, pierced 
the Heart of Abdallah. Abounadar ſeemed not to per- 
g ccve it: On the contrary, he loaded him with Careſ- 
ſes, kept him ſome Days in his Houſe, and command- 
end him to be treated as himſelf. When he was at the 
Ee of the Day which he had fixed for his Departure, 
3 he ſaid to him, Abdallah, my Son, I believe, by 
=. what has happened to thee, thou art corrected of the 
= 5 frightful Vice of Ingratitude; however, I owe thee 
= * Mark of my Affection, for having undertaken ſo 
. long a Journey, with a View of bringing me the 
Thing L had defired ; thou may'ſt depart, I ſhall de- 

| bain thee no longer. Thou ſhalt find To-morrow, 
at 
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* at the Gate of my Palace, one of my Horſes to car- 
© ry thee; I make thee a Preſent of it, as well as of a 
© Slave who ſhall conduct thee to thy Houſe and two 
© Camels loaded with Gold and Towels which thou 
© ſhalt chuſe thyſelf cut of my Treaſures.” Abdallah 
ſaid to him all that a Heart ſenſible to Avarice could 
expreſs, when its Paſſion was ſatisfied, and went to 
he down till the Morning arrived, which was fixed for 
his Departure. 

During the Night he was till agitated, without 
being able to think of any Thing but the Candleſtick, 
and what it had produced. * I had it, ſaid he, fo long 
in my Power; Abounadar, without me, had never 
| © been the Poſſeſſor of it: What Riſks did I not run 
© in the ſubterraneous Vault? Why does he now poſ- 
* ſcſs this Treaſure of Treaſures ? Becauſe I had the 
6 Probity, or rather the Folly, to bring it back to him: 

* He profits by my Labour, and the Danger I have 
© incurred in ſo long a Journey. And what does he 
give me in Return? Two Camels loaded with Gold: 


© and Jewels; in one Moment the Candleſtick will 


© furnith him with ten Times as much. It is 4bouna- 
© dar who is ungrateful : What Wrong ſhall I do him 
* in raking this Candleſtick ? None certainly ; for he | 
© is rich: And what do J poſſeſs? Theſe Ideas de- 
termined him, at length, to make all poſſible At- 
tempts to ſeize upon the Candleſtick. The Thing 
was not difficult, Abounadar having truſted him with 
the Keys of his Magazines. He knew where the 
Candleſtick was placed ; he ſeized upon it, hid it in 
the Bottom of one of the Sacks, which he filled with 
Pieces of Gold and other Riches which he was allowed 

to take, and loaded it, as well as the reſt, upon his 
Camels. He had no other Eagerneſs now than for his 9 

Departure; and after having haſtily bid adieu to the 
generous Abounadar, he delivered him his Keys, and 
departed with his Horſe, and Slave, and two Camels. 
When he was ſome Days Journey from Balſora, he 

ſold his i reſolving not to have a WERES his | 
or mer 
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former Poverty, nor of the Source of his preſent 


| Riches. He bought another, and arrived without any 


Obſtacle at his Mother's, whom he would ſcarce look 
upon, ſo much was he taken up with his Treaſure. 
His firſt Care was to place the Loads of his Camels 
and the Candleſtick in the moſt private Room of the 
Houſe ; and, in his Impatience to feed his Eyes with 
his great Opulence, he placed Lights immediately in 
the Candleſtick : The twelve Derviſes appearing, he 
gave each of them a Blow with a Cane with all his 
Strength, leſt he thould be failing in the Laws of the 
Taliſman : But he had not remarked, that Abounadar, 
when he ſtruck them, had the Cane in his Left-hand, 
Abdallah, by a natural Motion, made Uſe of his Right; 
and the Derviſes, inſtead of becoming Heaps of Riche 
es, immediately drew from beneath their Robes each 
a formidable Club, with which they ſtruck him ſo hard 
5 ſo long, chat they left him almoſt dead, and diſ- 
appeared, carrying with them all his T reafure, the Ca- 
mels, the Horſe, the Slave, and the Candleſtick. 
Thus was Abdallah punithed by Poverty, and almoſt 
by Death, for his unreafonable Ambition, which per- 
haps might: have been pardonable, if it had not been 
accompanied by an Ingratitude as wicked as it was 
audacious, ſince he had not ſo much as the Reſource 
of being able to conceal his Perfidies from the too 
biereing Eyes of his Benefactor. 
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Ill Habits gather by unſeen Degrees : 8 5 | 
As Brooks run Rivers, Rivers run to Seas D&vYDEN. 


1 is not a common Saying which has 6 
better Turn of Senſe in it, than what we often 
hear in the Mouths of the Vulgar, that Ciſſom is a 
ſecond Nature. It is indeed able to form the Man 

anew, and give him Inclinations and Capacities alto- | 
_ gether different from thoſe he was born with. Dr 


Plot, in his Hiſtory of Szafford/bire, tells us of an 


Idiot, that chanced to live within the Sound of a 


Clock, and always amuſed himſelf with counting 


the Hour et the Day, whenever the Clock ſtruck; 
the Clock being ſpoiled by ſome Accident, the Idiot 


continued to ſtrike and count the Hour without the 


Help of it, in the ſame Manner as he had done when | 
it was entire. Though I dare not vouch for the 
Truth of this Story, it is very certain that Cuſtom I 
has a mechanical Effect upon the Body, at the fame WM 
Time that it has a very extraordinary Influence upon 


the Ming. 


I ſhall in this Paper conſider one very remarkable | 


Effect which Cuſtom has upon human Nature; and 


which, if rightly obſerved, may lead us into very 


ufeful Rules of Life. What I ſhall here take Notice 
of in Cuſtom, is its wonderful Efficacy in making 


every Thing pleaſant to us. A Perſon who is ad- 
_ dicted to Play or Gaming, though he took but little 


Delight in it at firſt, by Degrees contracts ſo ſtrong 
an Inclination towards it, and gives himſelf up ſo en- 
tirely to it, that it ſeems the only End of his Being. 
The Love of a retired or buſy Life will grow. upon 


a Man inſenſibly, as he is converſant in the one or 
the other, till he is utterly unqualified for reliſhing 


that to which he has been for ſome Time diſuſed. 
Nay, a Man may ſmoke, or drink, or take Snuff, 
ri he is unable to paſs away his Time without it; 

not 
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not to mention how our Delight in any particular 
Study, Art, or Science, riſes and improves in Pro- 
portion to the Application which we beſtow upon it, 
Thus what was at firſt an Exerciſe, becomes at length 
an Entertainment. Our Employments are changed 
into our Diverſions. The Mind grows fond of thoſe 
Actions ſhe is accuſtomed to, and is drawn with Re- 
luctancy from thoſe Paths in which the has been uſed 
to walk. . 


Not only ſuch Actions as were at firſt indifferent 


to us, but even ſuch as were painful, will, by Cuſtom 


and Practice, become pleaſant, Sir Francis Bacon 
obſerves in his Natural Fhiloſophy, that our Taſte is 
never pleaſed better than with thoſe Things which 
at firſt created a Diſguſt in it. He gives particular 
Inſtances of Claret, Coffee, and other Liquors, Which 


| the Palate ſeldom approves upon the firſt I aſte ; 


but when it has once got a Relith of them, generally 


| retains it for Life, 'The Mind is conſtituted after 
the ſame Manner, and after having habituated herſelf 
W to any particular Exerciſe or Employment, not only 


loſes her firſt Averſion towards it, but conceives a 
certain Fondneſs and Affection for it. I have heard 
one of the greateſt Geniuſes this Age has produced, 
who had been trained up in all the polite Studies of 


Antiquity, aflure me, upon his being obliged to 
ſäearch into ſeveral Rolls and Records, that notwith- 


ſtanding ſuch an Employment was at firſt very dry 


and irkſome to him, he at laſt took an incredible 
= Pleaſure in it, and preferred it even to the reading of 


Virgil or Cicero. The Reader will obſerve, that I 


have not here conſidered Cuſtom as it makes Things 
WF eaſy, but as it renders.them delightful; and though 
others have often made the ſame Reflection, it is 


poflible they may not have drawn thoſe Ules from it, 


: with which I intend to fill the remaining Part of this 


Paper. 
If we conſider attentively this Property of human 
Nature, it may inſtruct us in very fine Moral:ties. 
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In the firſt Place, I would have no Man diſcouraged 
with that Kind of Life, or Series of Action, in which 
the Choice of others, or his own Neceſlities, may 
have engaged him. It may, perhaps, be very diſa- 
greeable to him at firſt ; but Ule and Application will 
certainly render it not ouly leis painful, but Pleafing 
and ſatisfactory. 0 

In the ſecond Place, I would recommend to every 
one that admirable Precept which Pythagoras is ſaid to 
have given to his Diſciples, and which that Philoſo- E 
pher muſt have drawn from the Obſervation I have 7 
enlarged upon: Optimum Vitz Genus eligito, nam Con- 
fuetude faciet jucundiſſimum; Pitch upon that Courſe 
of Life which is the moſt excellent, and Cuſtom will 
render it the moſt delightful.“ Men, whoſe Circum- 
ſtances will permit them to chuſe their own Way of 
Life; are inexcuſable if they do not purſue that which 
their Judgment tells them is the molt laudable. The 
Voice of Reaſon is more to be regarded than the Bent 
of any preſent Inclination ; lince, by the Rules above- 
mentioned, Inclination will at length come over to 
_ Reaſon, though we can never force Reaſon to com- 
ply with Inclination. 

In the third Place, this Obſervation may. teach the 
moit ſenſual and irreligious Man to overlook thoſe 
_ Hardſhips and Difficulties, which are apt to diſcourage 
him from the Proſecution of a, virtuous Life. The 
Gods, ſaid Heſſad, have placed Labour before Vir- 
tue; the Way to her is at firſt rough and difficult, 
but grows more ſmooth and eaſy, the farther you 
advance in it. The Man + ho proceeds in it with 
Steadineſs and Reſolution, will, in a little Time, find 
that her Ways are Mays of Pleaſantneſs, and that all 
her Paths are Peace. i 

To enforce the Conſideration, we may further ; 
obſerve, that the Practice of Religion will not only 
be attended with that Pleaſure, which naturally ac- 
companies thoſe Actions to which we are habitu- 
ted, but with thoſe nee Joys of Heart, 


that 
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that ariſe from the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Pleaſure; 
from the Satisfaction of acting up to the Dictates of 
Reaſon, and from the Proſpect of an happy Imthor= 
tality. | 5 
34 the fourth Place, we may learn from this Ob 
ſervation which we have made on the Mind of Man, 
to take particular Care, when we are once ſettled in a 
regular Courſe of Life, how we too frequently indulge 
ourſelves in any of the moſt innocent Diverſions and 
Entertainments, fince the Mind may inſenſibly fall off 
from the Reliſh of virtuous Actions, and, by Degrees, 
exchange that Pleaſure whith it takes in the Perform- 
ance of its Duty, for Delights of a much more infe- 
rior and unprofitable Nature. 
The laſt Uſe which I ſhall make of this remarkable 
Property in human Nature, of being delighted with 
thoſe Actions to which it is accuſtomed, is to thew 
how abſolutely neceſſary it is for us to gain Habits of 
Virtue in this Life, if we would enjoy the Fleaſures of 
the next. The State of Bliſs we call Heaven, will not 
be capable of affecting thoſe Minds which are not thus 
qualified for it; we muſt in this World gain a Reliſh 
of Truth and Virtue, if we would be able to taſte 
that Knowledge and Perfection which are to make us 
happy in the next. The Seeds of thoſe ſpiritual Joys 
and Raptures, which are to riſe up and flouriſh in the 
5oul to all Eternity, muſt be planted in her during this 
ker preſent State of Probation. In ſhort, Heaven is 
not to be looked upon as the Reward, but as the na- 
tural Effect of a religious Life, e 
On the other Hand, thoſe evil Spirits, who, by 
long Cuſtom, have contracted in the Body, Habits of 
Luft and Senſuality, Malice and Revenge, an Avcr- 
Lon to every hing that is good, juſt, or laudable, 
are naturally ſeaſoned and prepared for Pain and Mi- 
tery. Their Torments have already taken Root ig 
them, they cannot be happy when diveſted of the: 
Body, unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that Providence will, in 
Manner, create them anew, and work a Miracle in 
| | F-.2 N — Te 
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the Redtification of their Faculties. They may, in- 
deed, taſte a Kind of malignant Pleaſure in thoſe” Ac- 
tions to which they are accuſtomed, whilſt in this 
Life; but when they are removed from all thoſe Ob- 
jects, which are here apt to gratify them, they will 
naturally become their own Tormentors, and cheriſh 
in themſelves thoſe painful Habits of Mind which are 
called in Scripture Phraſe, The Worm which never dies. 
This Notion of Heaven and Hell is fo very conforma- 
ble to the Light of Nature, that it was diſcovered by 
ſeveral of the moſt exalted Heathens. It has been 
finely improved by many eminent Divines of the laſt 
Age, as in particular by Archbiſhop Ti/lo/ſon and Dr 
= Skerleck ; but there is none who has raiſed ſuch noble 
| Speculations upon it as Dr Scott, in the firſt Book of 
| his Chriſtian Life, which is one of the fineſt and moſt 
1ativnal Schemes of Divinity, that is written in our 
Jongue or any other. That excellent Author has 
ſhewn how every particular Cuſtom and Habit of Vir- 
zue will, in its own Nature, produce the Heaven, or 
a State of Happineſs, in him who ſhall hereafter prac- 
tiſe it: As on the contrary, how every Cuſtom or Ha- 
dit of Vice, will be the natural Hell of him, in whom 
[ i es 
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"T7s Fates forms tbe youthful Mind: 5 
Fuſt as the Twig is bent, the Tree s luclia d. Por s. 


AM an humble Couſin to two Siſters, who though 
they are good- humoured, good Sort of People, 
and (all Things confidered) behave to me tolerably 
i well; yet their Manners and Diſpoſitions are ſo ex- 
5 tremely oppoſite, that the Taſk of pleafing them is 
| | rendered very difficult and troubleſome. The Elder 

| 

| 


of my Coulins is a very jolly, free-hearted Girl, and 
lo great an Enemy to all Kinds of Form, that you 
ſeldom 
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ſeldom ſee her with ſo much as a Pin in her Gown; 
while the Younger, who thinks in her Heart that her 
Siſter is no better than a Sattern, runs into the con- 
trary Extreme, and is, in every Thing ſhe does, an 
abſolute Fidfad. She takes up almoſt as much Time 
to put on her Gown, as her Siſter does to dirty one. 
The Elder is too thoughtleſs to remember what ſhe, is 
to do; and the other is ſo tedious in doing it, that the 
Time is always elapſed in which it was neceſſary for it 
to be done. If you lend any Thing to the Elder, you 
are ſure of having it loit z or if you would borrow any 
Thing of rhe Younger, it is Odds but ſhe refuſes it, 
from an Opinion, that you will be leſs careful of it 
than herfelf. Whatſoever Work is done by one Siſ- 
ter, is too flight to hang together for an Hour's Wear; 
and whatſoever is undertaken by the other, 1s generally 
too nice and curious to be finithed. 
As they are conſtantly Bed-Fellows, the firſt Sleep 
of the Elder is ſure to be broken by the Younger, 
whole uſual Time of undrefling and folding up her 
Cloaths, is at leaſt an Hour and a Half, allowing a 
third Part of that Time for Hinderance, occafioned 
by her Elder Siſter's Things, which lie ſcattered every 
where in her Way. 
Ik they had Lovers, I know exactly how it would 
be: The Elder would loſe her's by ſaying Ye too ſoon, 
and the Younger by ſaying No too often. If they 
were Wives, the one would be too haſty to do any 
Thing right, and the other too tedious to do any 
Thing pleaſing: Or were they Mothers, the Daugh- 
ters of the Elder would be plaving at Paw with the 
Boys, and the Sons of the Younger drefling Dolls 
with the Miſſes. 
I wiſh, Sir, you would be ſo kind to theſe Couſins 
of mine, as to Saha them with your Advice. I have 
ſaid already that they are both good- humoured ; and 
if you could prevail upon the Elder to borrow from 
the Younger, to add to her ExaCtneſs a little of the 
careleſs Freedom of the Elder; you would make them 
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very amiable Women, and me the happieſt of all t 
humble Len. | Ea 
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On BEauTyY and FLATTERY. 


| Beauties, like Princes, from their very Youth 
Are perfet Strangers to the Voice of Truth. Pore. 


Friend of mine has two Daughters, whom I will 
call Lætitia and Daphne; the former is one of 
the greateſt Beauties of the Age in which ſhe lives, the 
latter no Way remarkable for any Charms in her Per- 
1 ſon. Upon this one Circumſtance of their outward 
$ Form, the Good and Ill of their Lives ſeem to turn. 
#1 Latitia has not, from her very Childhood, heard any 
Thing elſe but Commendations of her Features and 
Complexion, by which Means ſhe is no other than Na- 
ture made her, a very beautiful Outſide. The Con- 
ſciouſneſs of her Charms has rendered her inſupporta- 
bly vain and inſolent towards all who have to do with 
Bi her. Daphne, who was almoſt Twenty before one ci- 
bi vil Thing had ever been faid to her, found herſelfobliged 
to acquire ſome Accompliſhments to make up for the 
Want of thoſe Attractions which ſhe ſaw in her Sif- 
ter. Poor Daphne was ſeldom ſubmitted to in a De. 
bate wherein the was concerned; her Diſcourſe had 
4 nothing to recommend it but the good Senſe of it; 
0 and ſhe was always under a Neceſſity to have very well 
'' conſidered what ſhe was to ſay before ſhe uttered it; 
"il while Lætitia was liftened to with Partiality, and Ap- 
[ll probation fat on the Countenances of thoſe ſhe con- 
Bi verſed with, before the communicated what ſhe had 
to ſay, 
| T un Cauſes have ie ſuitable Effects, and 
1 Letitia is as inſipid a Companion, as Daphne is an a- 
| greeable one. Letitia, confident of Favour, has ſtu- 
died no Arts to pleaſe; Daphne, deſpairing of any In- 
| clination towards her Perſon, has depended only on 
1 her Merit. Latitia has always ſomething in her au 
1 t at 
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that is ſullen, grave, and diſconſolate. Daphne has 
a Countenance that appears chearful, open, and un- 
concerned. | | 
A young Gentleman ſaw Zetitia this Winter at a 
Play, and became her Captive. His Fortune was 
ſuch, that he wanted very little Introduction to ſpeak 
his Sentiments to her Father. The Lover was admit- 
ted with the utmoſt Freedom into the Family, where 
2 conſtrained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, and diſtant Ci- 
vilities were the higheſt Favours he could obtain of Læ- 
zitia ; while Daphne uſed him with the good Humour, 
Familiarity, and Innocence of a Siſter: Inſomuch, 
that he would often ſay to her, Dear Daphne, wert 
thou but as handſome as Lz#titia ! — She received ſuch 
Language with that ingenuous and pleating Mirth 
which is natural to a Woman without Deſign, He 
ſtill ſighed in vain for Lætitia, but found certain Re- 
lief in the agreeable Converſation of Daphne. At 
length, heartily tired with the haughty Impertinence 
of Letitia, and charmed with the repeated Inſtances 
of good Humour he had obſerved in Daphne, he one 
Day told the latter, that he had ſomething to ſay to 
her he hoped ſhe would be pleaſed with.—— Faith, 
Daphne, continued he, I am in Love with thee, and 
deſpiſe thy Siſter ſiucerely. The Manner of his de- 
claring himſelf gave his Miſtreſs Occaſion for a very 
hearty Laughter. —— Nay, ſays he, I knew you would 
laugh at me, but I vill aſt yrur Father. He did ſo; the 
Father reccived his Intelligence with no leſs Joy than 
Surprize, and was very glad he had now no Care left 
but for his Beauty, which he thought he could carry 
to Market at Leiſure. „ 

I do not know any Thing that has pleaſed me ſo 
much a great While, as the Conqueſt of my Friend 
Daphne's. All her Acquaintances congratulate her up- 
on her Chance-medley, and laugh at that premeditat- 
ing Murderer, her Siſter. As it is an Argument of a 
light Mind, to think the worſe of ourſelves for the 
Impertections of our Perſons, it is equally below ve to 
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value ourſelves upon the Advantages of them. The 
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Female World ſeem to be almoſt incorrigibly gone 
aſtray in this Particular; for which Reaſon I ſhall re- 
commend the following Extract out of a Friend's Let- 
ter to the profeſſed Beauties, who are a "on. almoſt 
as inſufferable, as the profeſſed Wits. 


5 In order to do this, before I touch upon it direct- 


© Monſieur St Evremont has concluded one of his 
Eſſays with affirming, that the laſt Sighs of a hand- 


ſome Woman are not ſo much for the Loſs of her 


Life as of her Beauty. Perhaps this Railery is pur- 
ſued too far, yet it is turned upon a very obvious 
Remark, that a Woman's ſtrongeſt Paſſion is for her 
own Beauty, and that ſhe values it as her favourite 


Diſtinction. From hence it is, that all Arts, which 
pretend to improve or preſerve it, meet with ſo ge- 
neral a Reception among the Sex. To ſay nothing 


of many falſe Helps, and contraband Wares of Beau- 
ty, which are daily vended in this great Mart, there 


is not a Maiden Gentlewoman, of a good Family, in 
any County of South-Britain, who has not heard of 
the Virtue of  May-Dew, or is unfurniſhed with 
ſome Receipt or other in Favour of her Complex-' 


ion; and I have known a Phyſician of Learning and 


Senſe, after eight Years Study in the Univerſity, and 
a Courſe of Travels into moſt. Countries in Europe, 


owe the firſt Rifing of his Fortune to a Colmetic 
Waſh. 


© This has given me Occaſion to canker, bop ſo 


univerſal a Diſpoſition in Womankind, which ſpr ings 


from a laudable Motive, the Deſire of pleaſing, and 


proceeds from an Opinion not altogether groundlels, 
that Nature, helped by Art, may be turned to their 


Advantage. And, methinks, it would be an accep- 


table Service to ks them out of the Hands of 


Quacks and Pretenders, and to prevent their impoſ- 


ing upon themſelves, by diſcovering to them the true 


Secret and Art of improving Beauty. 
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= vill be neceſſary to! y down a few preliminary 
6 Maxims, 12, . | 


© [hat no Woman can be Handſome by the Force 


of Features alone, any more than the can be Witty 
© only by the Help of Speech. 


That Pride deſtroys all Symmetry and Grace, and 


Affectation is a more terrible Enemy to fine Faces 
than the Small- Px. VVV 

That no Woman is capable of being Beautiful, 
© who is not incapable of being Fa/ſe. | | 
And, That what would be Odious in a Friend, is 
Deformity in a Miſtreſs. 


be ealy to prove, that the true Art of aſſiſting Beau- 
ty, conſiſts in embelliſhing the whole Per ſon, by 
the proper Ornaments of virtuous and commendable 
Qualities, By this Help alone it is, that thoſe who 
are the favourite Work of Nature, or, as Mr Dryden 


come animated, and are in 2 Capacity of exciting 


neglected by her, like Models wrought in Haſte, are 


” K K a «K a „ K „ oo „ 


has left imperfect. 


It is, methinks, a low and degrading Idea of that 
Sex, which was created to refine the Joys and ſoften 
the Cares of Humanity, by the moſt agreeable Par- 


* ticipation, to conſider them merely as bjects of 
Sight. This is abridging them of their natural Ex- 


tent of Power, to put them upon a Level with their 


Pictures at Kneller's, How much nobler is the Con- 
templation of Beauty heightened by Virtue, and 
* commanding our Eſteem and Love, while it draws 
our Obſervation ! How faint and ſpiritleſs are the 


Charms of a Coquette, when compared with the 


real Lovelineſs of Scphrotia's Innocence, Piety, good 
„Humour, and Truth; Virtues which add a new 


Sofineſs to her Sex, and even beautify her Beauty! 


That Agreeableneſs, which muſt otherwiſe have ap- 
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From theſe few Principles, thus laid down, it will 


expreſſes it, the Porcelain Clay of human Kind, be- 
their Charms: And thoſe who ſeem to have been 


capable, in a great Meaſure, of finiſhing what ſhe 
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peared no longer in the modeſt Virgin, is now pre- 
ſerved in the tender Mother, the prudent Friend, 


and the faithful Wife. Colours artfully ſpread up- 


on Canvas, may entertain the Eye, but not affect 
the Heart; and ſhe, who takes no Care to add to 
the natural Graces of her Perſon any excelling Qua- 
lities, may be allowed ſtill to amuſe as a Picture, but 
not to triumph as a Beauty. 

© When Adam is introduced by Milton, deſcribing 
Eve in Paradiſe, and relating to the Angel the In: 
preſſions he felt upon ſeeing her at her firſt Crea- 
tion, he does not repreſent her like a Grecian Venus, 
by her Shape or Features, but by the Luſtre of her 
Mind, which ſhone in them, and gave them HET 


"Powes of charming: 


Grace era, in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Be, 
I all her Get es Dignity aud Love. en 


© Without this wradining Power che proudeſt 
Fair One ought to know, whatever her Glaſs may 


tell her to the contrary, that her moſt perfect Fea- 


© tures are uninformed and dead, 


I cannot better cloſe this Moral, than by a ſhort 
Epitaph written by Ben Johnſon, with a Spirit which 
nothing could inſpire but ſuch an OG e as I have 


been deſcribing : 


Underneath ebis PA doth FIT 

As much Virtue as could die; 
IWhich, when alive, did Vigour give 
To as wich Beauty as could live. 
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. But one Admirer has the affected Laſs ;, LEY 
ö Nor meets that one but in her Looking-glaſs, YouNnG. 
: A Late Converſation which I fell into, gave me 


an Opportunity of obſerving a great Deal of 
Peauty in a very handſome Woman, and as much 
Wit in an ingenious Man, turned into Deformity in 
- the one, and Abſurdity in the other, by the mere 
| Force of Affectation. The Fair One had ſomething | 
, in her Perſon upon which her Thoughts were fix- 
ed, that ſhe attempted to thew to Advantage in 
| every Look, Word, and Geſture. - The Gentleman 
was as diligent to do Juſtic to her fine Parts, as 
the Lady to her beauteous Form. You might ſee 
his Imagination on the Stretch to find out ſome- 
thing uncommon, and what they call bright, to en- 
+ tertain her; while ſhe writhed herſelf into as man 
y different Poſtures to engage him. When ſhe laugh- 
1 ed, her Lips were to ſever at a greater Diſtance than 
| ordinary to ſhew her Teeth: Her Fan was to point 
to ſomething at a Diſtance, that in the Reach ſhe 
might diſcover the Roundneſs ot her Arm; then ſhe 
is utterly miſtaken in what ſhe ſaw, falls back, 
{miles at her own Folly, and is fo wholly diſcom- 
poſed, that her Tucker is to be adjuſted, her Boſom 
expoſed, and the. whole Woman put into new Airs 
and Graces. While ſhe was doing all this, the 
Gallant had Time to think of ſomething very p'ea- 
ſant to ſay next to her, or make ſome unkind Ob- 
ſervation on ſome other Lady to feed her Vanity. 
Theſe unhappy Effects of Affectation, naturally led 
me to look into that ſtrange State of Mind which ſo 
generally diſcolours the Behaviour of moſ: People we 
meet with. 5 
The learned Dr Burnet, in his Theory of the Earth, 
takes Occaſion to obſerve, that every Though: is 


al 


n 


95 


n 


52 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


attended with Conſciouſneſs and Repreſentativeneſs: 
The Mind has nothing preſented to it, but what is im- 
mediately followed by a Reflection or Conſcience, 
which tells you whether that which was ſo preſented 
is graceful or unbecoming. This Act of the Mind 
diſcovers itſelf in the Geſture, by a proper Behaviour 
in thoſe whoſe Conſciouſneſs goes no further than 
to direct them in the juſt Progreſs of their preſent 


Thought or Action; but betrays an Interruption in 
every ſecond Thought, when the Conſciouſneſs is 


employed in too fondly approving a Man's own Con- 


ceptions; which Sort of Conſciouſneſs is what we call 


Aﬀectation. | | 

As the Love of Praiſc is implanted in our Boſom 
as a ſtrong Incentive to worthy Actions, it is a very 
difficult Taſk to get above a Defire of it for Things 
that ſhould be wholly indifferent. Women, whole 
Hearts are fixed upon the Pleaſures they have in the 
_ Conſciouſneſs that they are the Objects of Love and 
Admiration, are ever changing the Air of their 
Countenances, and a'tering the Attitude of their Bo- 
dies, to ſtrike the Hearts of their Beholders with new 
Senſe of their Beauty. The dreſſing Part of our Sex, 
whoſe Minds are the ſame with the ſillier Part of 
the other, are exactly in the like uneaſy Condition to 
be regarded for a well-tied Cravet, a Hat cocked with 
an unuſual Briſkneſs, a very well-choſen Coat, or other 


Inſtances of Merit, which they are impatient to lee 


unobſerved. 


But this apparent AﬀeRation, ariſing from an ill- 


governed Conſciouſneſs, is not ſo much to be won- 
dered at, in fuch looſe and trivial Minds as theſe: 


But when you ſee it reign in Characters of Worth 


and Diſtinction, it is what you cannot but lament, not 
without ſome Indignation. It creeps into the Heart 
of the wiſe Man, as well as that of the Coxcomb. 


When you ſee a Man of Senſe look about for Ap- 


plauſe, and diſcover an itching Inclination to be com- 
. mended, lay Traps for a little Incenſe, even from thoſe 
whole 
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whoſe Opinion he values in nothing but his own Fa- 
vour; who is ſafe againſt this Weaknels? Or, who 
knows whether he is guilty of it or not ? The beſt 
Way to get clear of ſuch a light Fondneſs for Ap- 
plauſe, is. to take all poſſible Care to throw off the 
Love of it upon Occaſions that are not in themſelves 
laudable; but, as it appears, we hope for no Praiſe 
from them. Of this Nature are all Graces in Men's 
Perſons, Dreſs, and bodily Deportments; which will 
naturally be winning and attractive if Men think not 
of them, but loſe their Force in Proportion to our 
Endeavours to make them ſuch. 

When our Conſciouſneſs turns upon the main De- 
ſign of Life, and our Thoughts are employed upon 
the chief Purpoſe either in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, we 
{hall never betray an Affectation, for we cannot be 
guilty of it: But when we give the Paſſion for 
Praiſe an unbridled Liberty, our Pleaſure, in little 
Perfections, robs us of what is due to us for great 
Virtues and worthy Qualities. How many excellent 
Speeches and honeſt Actions are loſt, for Want of 
being indifferent where we ought Men are oppreſſed 
with Regard to their Way of ſpeaking and acting, in- 
ſtead of having their Thoughts bent upon what they 
ſhould do or 7 and by that Means bury a Capa- 
city for great Things, by their Fear of failing in in- 
different Things. This, perhaps, cannot be called 
Affectation; but it has ſome Tincture of it, at leaſt, 
ſo far, as that their Fear of erring in a Thing of no 
Conſequence, argues they would be too rauch pleaſed 
in per forming it. = EE ED ins 
Ic is only from a thorough Ditregard to himſelf in 
ſuch Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable 
Sufficiency : His Heart is fixed upon one Point in 
View; and he commits no Error, becauſe he thinks 
nothing an Error, but what deviates from that Inten- 

lion. | 5 TER 
The wild Havoc Affectation makes in that Part 
of the World which ſhould be moſt polite, is viſible 
(; where- 
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wherever we turn our Eyes: It puſhes Men not only 
into Impertinencies in Converſation, but alſo in their 
premeditated Speeches. At the Bar it torments the 


Bench, whoſe Buſineſs it is to cut off all Superfluities 


in what is ſpoken before it by the Practitioner; as well 
as ſeveral little Pieces of Injuſtice which ariſe from 
the Law itſelf. I have ſeen it make a Man run from 
the Purpoſe before a Judge, who was, when at the 
Bar himſelf, ſo cloſe and logical a Pleader, that, with 
all the Pomp of Eloquence in his Power, he never 
tnoke a Word too much. 

It might be borne even here, but it often aſcends 
the Pulpit itſelf; and the Declaimer, in that ſacred 
Place, is frequently ſo impertinently witty, ſpeaks of 
the laſt Day itfelt with ſo many quaint Phraſes, that 
there is no Man who underſtands Railery, but muſt 
reſolve to fin no more: Nay, you may behold him 


ſometimes in Prayer, for a proper Delivery of the 


great [ruth he is to utter, humble himſelf with fo 
very well-turned a Phraſe, and mention his own Un- 
worthineſs in a Way ſo very becoming, that the Air 
of the pretty Gentleman is preferved under the Low- 
lineſs of the Preacher. 

1 ͤfhall end this with a ſhort Laws! writ the other 
Day to a very witty Man, over-run with the Fault ] 
am ſpeaking of. 


« DEAR 81 R, 


« T ſpent ſome Time with you the other Day, and 
muſt take the Liberty of a Friend to tell you of the 
inſufferable Affectation you are guilty of in all you 
fay or do. When I gave you a Hint of it, you 
aſked me whether a Man is to be cold to what his 
Friends think of him? No; but Praiſe is not to be 
the Entertainment of every Momen: : He that hopes 
for it, muſt be able to ſuſpend the Poſlzion of it until 
proper Periods of Life, or Death itſelf. If you would 


-not rather be commended than be praiſe-worthy, con- 
temn 
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Civilities. Until then, you will never have of either, 


further than, "14846. 
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temn little Merit; and allow no Man to be ſo free 
with you as to praiſe you to your Face. Your Vanity 


by this Means will wants its Food. At the ſame Lime 


our Paſſion for Eſteem will be more fully gratified : 
Men will praiſe you in their Actions: Where you now 
receive one Compliment, you will then receive twenty 


Your's, &C. 
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True Modeſty is aſha med of every Thing that is criminal: Falſe 
Modeſty of every Thing that is unfaſbionable. | | 
+3 e ADDISON. 


a Guard to Virtue. It is a Kind of quick and 
delicate Feeling in the Soul, which makes her ſhrink 
and withdraw herſelf from every Thing that has Dan- 
ger in it, It is ſuch an exquiſite Senfibility, as warns 
her to ſhun the firſt Appearance of every Thing which 

is hurtful. | | p 
I cannot at preſent recolle& either the Place or 
Time of what I am going to mention; but I have 
read ſomewhere in the Hiſtory of ancient Greece, that 
the Women of the Country were ſeized with an un- 
accountable Melancholy, which diſpoſed ſeveral of 
them to make away with themſelves. The Senate, 
after having tried many Expedients to prevent this 
Self- murder, which was ſo frequent among them, pub- 
liſhed an Edict, that if any Woman whomſoever ſhould 
lay violent Hands upon herſelf, her Corpſe ſhould be 
expoſed naked in the Street, and dragged about the 
City in the moſt public Manner. This .Edi& imme- 
diately put a Stop to the Practice which was before ſo 
common. We may ſee in this Inſtance the Strength 
of Female Modeſty, which was able to overcome the 
G 2 Violence 


ODESTY is not only an Ornament, but alſo 
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Violence even of Madneſs and Deſpair. The Fear of 
Sbame, in the Fair Sex, was, in thoſe Days, more 
prevalent than that of* Death. 

It Modeſty has ſo great an Influence over our Ac- 
tions, and is in many Caſes fo impregnable a Fence to 
Virtue; what can more undermine Morality than that 
Politeneſs which reigns among the unthinking Part of 
Mankind, and treats as unfaſhionable the moſt inge- 
nuous Part of our Behaviour; which recommends Im- 
pudence as Good-breeding, and keeps a Man always 
in Countenance, not becauſe he is innocent, but be- 
cauſe he is ſhameleſs? _ 

Senrca thought Modeſty fo great a Check to Vice, 
that he preſcribes to us the Practice of it in fecret, and 

adviſes us to raiſe it in ourſelves upon imaginary Oc- 
cations, when ſuch as are real do not offer themſelves; 
for this is the Meaning of his Precept, that when we 
are by ourſelves, and in our greateſt Solitudes, we 
ſhould fancy that Cato ſtands before us, and ſees every 
Thing we do. In ſhort, if you banith Modeſty out 
of the World, ſhe carries away with her Half the Vir- 
tues that are in it. Fa 5 

After thoſe Reflections on Modeſty, as it is a Vir— 
tue, I muſt obſerve, that there is a vicious Modeſty, 
which juſtly deſerves to be ridiculed, and which theſe 
Perſons very often diſcover, who value themſeves 
moſt upon a well bred Confidence. This happens 
when a Man is aſhamed to act up to his Reaſon, and 
would not, upon any Conſideration, be ſurpriſed in 
the Practice of thoſe Duties, for the Performance of 
which he was ſent into the World. Many an impudent 
Libertine would bluſh to be caught in a ſerious Dit- 

cou ſe, and would ſcarce be able to ſhew his Head, af- 
ter having diſcloſed a religious Thought. Decency of 
Behaviour, all outward Shew of Virtue and Abhor- 
rence of Vice, are carefully avoided by this Set of 
ſhamefaced People, as what would diſparage their 
Gaiety of Temper, and infallibly bring them to Dit- 
honour. This is ſuch a Poorneſs of Spirit, ſuch a 

| deſpicable 
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f deſpicable Cowardice, ſuch a degenerate, abject State 
of Mind, as one would think human Nature incapable 
of, did we not meet with N Inſtances of it in 
_ ordinary Converſation. 
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) There is another Kind of vicious | Modeſty, which 
0 makes a Man athamed of his Perſon, his Birth, his * 
f Profeſſion, his Poverty, or the like Misfortunes, 
; which it was not his Choice to prevent, and is 
p not in his Power to rectify. If a Man appears ridi- 
8 culous by any of the atorementioned Circumitances, 
5 he becomes much more ſo by being out of Coun— 


tenance for them. They ſhould rather give him Oc- 
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3 caſion to exert a noble Spirit, and to palliate thoſe 
d Imperfections which are not in his Power, by thoſe 
to Perfections which are; or, to uſe a very witty Allu- 

3 fion of an eminent Author, he ſhould imitate Cz/ar, 
e who, becauſe his Head was bald, covered that Detect 
e with Laurels, 4 
it = 5 — Wt 
5 VIRTUE 4 At 1 To RN, repreſented. 
T in the Story of AMANDA. 
8 For Bleſings ever avait on virtuous Deeds; ; 

Axd though a late—a ſure Reward ſucceeds. 

e's ; . CONGREVE..: 
NS ES ay „„ 
id F HAVE more than once had Occaſion: to mention 
in 1 a noble Saying of Seneca the Philoſopher, That 
of a virtuous Perſon ſtruggling with Misfortunes, and 
nt WF riting above them, is an Object on which the Gods 
iſ- themſelves may look down with Delight. I ſhall 
if - therefore fet before my Readers a Scene of this Kind 
of 2; Diſtreſs in private Life, for the Speculation. of this 
r- ay 
of 1 eminent Citizen, who had Leak la. good Fa- 
cir ſhion and Credit, was, by a Train of Accidents, and 
11 by an unavoidable Per plexity | in his Affairs, reduced 

a to a low Condition, There is a Modeſty uſually 


ble | | G 3 attend- 
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attending faultleſs Poverty, which made him rather 


chuſe to reduce his Manner of Living to his preſent 
Circumſtances, than ſolicit his Friends in order to 


ſupport the Shew of an Eſtate when the Subftance 
was gone. His Wife, who was a Woman of Senſe 
and Virtue, behaved herſelf on this Occaſion with 
uncommon Decency, and never appeared fo amia- 


ble in his Eyes as now. Inſtead of upbraiding him 


with the ample Fortune ſhe had brought, or the 
many great Offers ſhe had refuſed for his Sake, ſhe 


redoubled all the Inſtances of her Affection, while 


her Huſband was continually pouring out his Heart 
to her in Complaints that he had ruined the beſt Wo- 
man in the World. He ſometimes came Home at a 
Time when ſhe did not expect him, and ſurpriſed her 


in Tears, which ſhe endeavoured to conceal; and al- 


ways put on an Air of Chearfulneſs to receive him. 
To leſſen their Expences, their eldeſt Daughter, 
(whom I ſhall call Amanda) was ſent into the Country, 
to the Houſe of an honeſt Farmer, who had married 
a Servant of the Family. This young Woman was ap- 


prehenſive of the Ruin which was approaching, and 


had privately engaged a Friend in the Neighbourhood 
to give her an Account of what paſſed from Time to 


Time of her Father's Affairs. Amanda was in the 


Bloom of her Youth and Beauty, when the Lord of 
the Manor, who often called in at the Farmer's Houle 


as he followed his Country Sports, fell paſſionately in 
Love with her. He was a Man of great Generchity ; 
but, from a looſe Education, had contracted a hearty 


Averſion to Marriage. He therefore entertained a 
Deſign upon Amanud's Virtue, which at preſent he 
thought fit to keep private. The innocent Creature, 
who never ſuſpe&ed his Intentions, was pleaſed with 
his Perſon ; and having obſerved his growing Paſſion 
for her, hoped by ſo advantageous a Match ſhe might 


quickly be in a Capacity of ſupporting her impoveriſh- 


ed Relations. One Day as he called to fee her, ke 
found her in Tears over a Letter ſhe had juſt received 
from 


8 |. kk ee Mt, W 


r rr 


— CY rr 


A wo 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 79 


from her Friend, which gave an Account that her Fa- 
ther had lately been ſtripped of every Thing by an Ex- 
ecution. The Lover, who with ſome Difficulty found 
out the Cauſe of her Grief, took this Occaſion to make 
her a Propoſal. It is impoſſible 'to exprefs Amanda's 
Confuſion, when ſhe found his Pretenſions were not 
honourable. She was now deſerted of all her Hopes, 
and had no Power to ſpeak : But ruſhing from him in 
the utmoſt Diſturbance, locked herſeif up in her 
Chamber. He immediately diſpatched: a r to 
her Father with the following Letter. 


, 


4 have heard of your Misfortunes, and have of- 
fered your Daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to ſettle 
on her four hundred Pounds a Year, and to loy down 
the Sum for which you are now diſtreſſed. I will be 
ſo ingenuous as to tell you, that I do not intend Mar- 
riage: But if you are wiſe, you will uſe your Authorie 
ty with-her not to be too nice, when ſhe has an Op- 
portunity of faving you and your: Family, and of mak: 
ng herſelf happy. 


I am, Kc. 


This Letter came to the hands of Amanda's Mo- 
ther; ſhe opened and read it with great Surprize and 
Concern. She did not think it proper to explain her- 
ſelt to che Meſſenger; but deſiring him to call again 


the next Morning, the wrote to her Daughter as 
tollows. | 


. Deareſt Child, 


_ & Your Father and I have juſt now received a Lot 
ter from a Gentleman who pretends Love to you, 
with a Propoſal that inſults our Misfortunes, and 
would throw us to a lower Degree of Miſery than any 
Thing which is come upon us. How could this bar- 
barous Man think, that the tendereſt of Parents would 
be tempted. to ſupply their "EAN by giving up e. 
e 
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beſt of Children to Infamy and Ruin ? It is a mean 
and cruel Artifice, to make this Propoſal at a Time 
when he thinks our Neceſſities muſt compel us to any 
Thing; but we will not eat the Bread of Shame; and 
therefore we charge thee not to think of us, but to a- 
void the Snare which is laid for thy Virtue. Beware 
of pitying us; it is not fo bad as you have perhaps 
been told, All Things will yet be well, and J ſhall 
write my Child better News. 

I have been interrupted : I know not how I was 
moved to ſay Things would mend. As I was going 
on I was ſtartled by a Noiſe of one that knocked at the 
Door, and has brought us an unexpected Supply of a 
Debt which had long been owing. Oh! I will now 
tell thee all. It is ſome Days I have lived almoſt with - 
out Support, having conveyed what little Money I 
could raiſe to your poor Father. Thou wilt weep 
to think where he is; yet be aſſured he will be ſoon at 
Liberty. That cruel Letter would have broken his 
Heart; but I have; concealed it from him. I have no 
Companion at preſent beſides little Fanny, who ſtands 
watching my Looks as I write, and is crying for her 
Siſter : She ſays ſhe is ſure you are not well, having 
diſcovered that my preſent Trouble is about you. 
But do not think that I would thus repeat my Sorrows 
to grieve thee: No, it is to intreat thee not to make 
them inſupportable, by adding what would be worſe 
than all. Let us bear chearfully an Afffiction, which 
we have not brought upon ourſelves; and remember 
there is a Power who can better deliver us out of 


than by the Loſs of thy Innocence Heaven pre- 
i ve my dear Child! gl EF 


Thy Heimat Uther. 1 


The nn notwithſtanding he promiſed to de- 
liver this Letter to Amanda, carried it firſt to his 
Maſter, whom he imagined would be glad to have an 
Opportunity of giving it into her Hands * Fr 
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Maſter was impatient to know the Succeſs of his Pro- 
poſal; and therefore broke open the Letter privately 
to ſee the Contents. He was not a little moved at ſo 
true a Picture of Virtue in Diſtreſs : But at the fame . 
Time was infinitely ſurpriſed to find his Offers re- 
jected. However, he reſolved not to ſuppreſs the Let- 


ter, but carefully ſealed it up again, and carried it to 


Amanda. All his Endeavours to ſee her were in vain, 
till ſhe was aſſured he brought a Letter from her 
Mother. He would not part with it, but upon Con- 
dition that ſhe would read it without leaving the Room. 
While ſhe was peruſing it, he fixed his Eyes on her 
Face with the deepeſt Attention : Her Concern gave a 
new Softneſs to her Beauty ; and when ſhe burſt into 
Tears, he could no longer refrain from bearing a Part 
in her dorrow, and telling her, that he too had read 
the Letter, and was reſolved to make Reparation for 
baving been the Occaſion of it. My Readers will not 


be diſpleaſed to fee the ſecond Epiſtle, which he x now 


wrote to Amanda's Mother, 


60 MAD AM, 


I am full of Shame, and will never forgive my- 
ſelf, if | have not your Pardon for what I lately wrote. 
It was far from my Intention to add Trouble to the 
Afflicted; nor could any Thing but my being a 
Stranger to you, have betrayed me into a Fault, for 


which, if I live, I ſhall endeavour to make you A- 


mends as a Son. You cannot be unhappy while A- 


manga 1s your Daughter; nor ſhall be, if any I hing 


can prevent it, which is in the Power of, 
MAD AM, 


Your maſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, At 


This Letter he ſent by his Steward, and ſoon after 
went up to Town himſelf, to complete the generous 
Act he had now reſolved on. By his Friendihip and, 
Aſſiſtance Amanda's Father was — in a — 
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of retrieving his perplexed Affairs. To conclude, he 


married Amanda, and enjoyed the double Satisfaction 


of having reſtored a worthy Family to their former 
Proſperity, and of making himſelf happy by an Ak 
liance to their Virtues. . 5 


4 4 * — 
—— — 


Preliminary Addi fs prefixed to the Penn ſyl pat Alma— 
nach for 1758: On Economy and Frugality. 


; Spare not, nor ſpend too much ; be this thy Care, 
Spare but to ſpend, and only ſpend to ſpare. | | 
| | RANDOLPH. 

Courteous Reader, 5 
J Have heard, that nothing gives an Author ſo great 

Pleaſure as to find his Works reſpectfully quoted 
by ſo many learned Authors. This Pleaſure J have ſel- 
dom enioyed ; for though I have been, if I may ſay 


it without Vanity, an eminent Author (of Almanacks) 
annually, now a full Quarter of a Century, my Bro- 
ther Authors in the ſame Way, for what Reaſon 1 


know not, have ever been very ſparing in their Ap- 
plauſes, and no other Author has taken the leaſt No- 


_ tice of me; ſo that did not my Writings produce me 


ſome ſolid Pudding, the great Deficiency of Praiſe 
would have quite diſcouraged me. 12 7 


I concluded at length, that the People were the beſt 


Judges of my Merit, for they buy my Works; and 
beſides, in my Rambles, where I am not perſonally 


known, I have frequently heard one or other of my 


Adages repeated, with, as poor Richard ſays, at the End 
of it: This gave me ſome Satisfaction, as it ſhewed 
not only that my Inſtructions were regarded, but dif- 
covered likewiſe ſome Reſpect for my Authority; and 


I own, that to encourage the Practice of remembering 


and repeating thoſe wile Sentences, I have ſometimes 
quoted myſelf with great Gravity. | 
Judge then how much I muſt have been gratified 


by an Accident I am going to relate to you, I ſtopt 


ny 
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my Horſe lately where a great Number of People were 


collected at a Vendue of Merchant's Goods. The 
Hour of Sale not being come, they were converſing 


on the Badneſs of the Fimes, and one of the Com- 


pany called to a plain clean old Man, with white 
Locks, ** Pray, Father Abraham, what think you of 
the Times? Will not theſe heavy Laxes quite ruin 


the Country ? How ſhall we be ever able to pay them ? 


What would you adviſe us to?“ Father Abraham ſtood 
up and replied, “ If you would have my Advice, I 
will give it you in ſhort; for a Word to the Wile is 
enough, and many Words will not fill a Buſhel, as 
por Richard ſays.” They joined in deſiring him to 
ipeak his Mind, and gathering round him, he pro- 
ceeded as fallows 2 h 5 
« Friends, ſays he, and Neighbours, the Taxes are 
indeed very heavy, and if thoſe laid on by Govern- 
ment were the only ones we had to pay, we might 
more eaſily diſcharge them; but we have many others, 
and much more grievous to ſome of us. We are taxed 
twice as much by our Idleneſs, three Times as much 
by our Pride, and four Times as much by our Folly ; 
and from theſe Taxes the Commiſſioners cannot eaſe 
or deliver us by allowing any Abatement. However, 
let us hearken to good Advice, and ſomething may be 
done for us. God helps them that help themſelves,” 
as poor Richard ſays, in his Almanack for 1733. 
« It would be thought a hard Government that 
ſhould tax its People one tenth Part of their Time, to 
be employed in its Service : But Idleneſs taxes many 


of us much more, if wereckon all that is ſpent in ab- 


ſolute Sloth, or in doing of nothing, with that which 
is ſpent in idle Employments or Amuſements, that a- 
mount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on Diſeaſes, abſo- 
lutely ſhortens Life. Sloth, Ike Rutt, conſumes faſter 
than Labour' wears, while the uſed Key is always 
bright,” as poor Richard ſays “ But doſt thou love 
Life, then do not ſquander I ime, for this is the Stuff 
Life is made of,” as poor Richard ſays, How much 


more 
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more than is neceſſary do we ſpend in Sleep! forget- 
ting that, „the ſleeping Fox catches no Poultry, and 
that there will be ſleeping enough in the Grave,” as 
poor Richard ſays. ** If Time be of all 1 hings the 
moſt precious, waſting Time muſt be, as poor Richard 


ſays the greateſt Prodigality;“ fince, as he elſewhere 


tells us.“ Loſt Time is never found again; and what 
we call Time enough, always proves little enough :” 

Let us then up and be doing, and doing to the Pur- 
pole ; ſo by Diligence ſhall we do more with leſs Per- 
plexity ** -loth makes all Things difficult, but In- 
duſtry eaſy,” as poor Richard ſays ; and “ he that riſeth 


late, muſt trot all Day, ip all ſcarce oveitake his 


Buſineſs at Night. While Lazineſs travels ſo flowly, 


that Poverty ſoon overtakes him,” as ave read in poor 
Richard, who adds, © drive thy Buſineſs, let not that 


drive thee; and early to Bed, and early to riſe, make 


a Man healthy, wealthy, and wiſe.” 


So that what fignifies wiſhing and hoping for better 


Times? We may make theſe Times better if we beſtir 


ourſelves. © Induſtry needs not wiſh,” as poor Richard 


ſays; and © he that lives upon Hope, will die fafting. 


There are no Gains without Pains; then help 


Hands, for I have no Lands; or if I have, they are 
{martly taxed.” And, as pcor Richard likewiſe obſerves, 
« He that hath a Trade hath an Eſtate ; and he that 
hath a Calling hath an Office of Protit and Honour; 
but then the Trade muſt be worked at, and the Calling 
well followed, or neither the Eftate, nor the Office 
will enable us to pay our 'Taxes.” If we are induſtrious, 


we ſhall never ſtarve ; for, as poor Richard ſays, At 


the working Man's Houſe, Hunger looks in, but dares 
not enter.” Nor will the Bailiff or the Conſtable en- 
ter; for “ Induſtry pays Debts, while Deſpair en- 
creaſeth them,” ſays poor Richard: What though 
you have found no 1 reaſure, nor has any rich Rela- 
tion left you a Legacy, Diligence is the Mother of 


_ Good Luck,“ as poor Richard ſays, and God giveth all 


Things to Induſtry. Then plongh deep while Slug 
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gards fleep, and you ſhall have Corn to fell and to 
keep,” ſays poor Dick. Work while it is called To- 
day, for you know not how much you may be hin- 


dered To morrow ; which makes por Richard ſay, 


« One To-day is worth two I o-morrows ;” and far- 


ther, Have you ſomewhat to do To- morrow, do it 


To-day.” If you were a Servant, would you not be 
aſhamed a good Maſter ſhould catch you idle? Are 


you then your own Maſter, © and not aſhamed to 


catch yourſelf idle,” as poor Dick ſaxzs. When there is 


ſo much to be done for yourſelf, your Family, your 


Country, and your gracious King, be up by Peep of 


Day; “ Let not the Sun look down and fay, ingle- 


rious here he lies.” Handle your Tools without Mit- 
tens; © Remember that the Cat in Gloves catches no 


Mice,” as poor Dick ſays. *Tis true there is much to 


be done, and perhaps you are weak-handed, but ſtick 
to it ſteadily, and you will ſee great Effects, for“ Con- 
ſtant Dropping wears away Stones, and by Diligence 


and Patience the Moule eat into the Cable; and little 


Strokes fell great Oaks,” as poor Richard ſays in his 
Almanack, the Year I cannot juſt now remember. 
Methinks I hear ſome of you ſay, Muſt a Man 
afford himſelf no Leiſure ?” I will tell thee, my Friend, 
what poor Richard ſays, “ Employ thy Time well, if 
thou meaneſt to gain Leiſure: and ſince thou are not 
{ure of a Minute, throw not away an Hour.” Leiſure 
is Time in doing ſomethings uleful z this Leiſure the 
diligent Man will obtain, but the lazy Man never; ſo 
that, as poor Richard ſays, “ A Life of Leiſure and a 
Life of Lazineſs are two Things.” Do you imagine 


that Sloth will afford you more Comfort than Labour? 


No, for, as poor Richard ſuys, Trouble ſprings from 


Idleneſs, and grievous J oil from needleſs Eaſe. Ma- 
ny, without Labour, would live by their Wis only, 


but they break for Want of Stock.” Whereas Indui- 
try gives Comfort, and Plenty, and Reſpect : “ Fly 
Pleaſures, and they will follow you. The diligent 
Spinner has a large Shift; and now I have a Sheep 

H and 


— — — 
aac = 2 l 
— —— Eꝶ—ä— G äo IL rn es _ — Da — —— 7 08 Is * a0 6 
* 6 — - - — — - 
- — — — 2 < . an —T—..ꝛ... ̃ ͤ—Q—. — N ; 
— —— — — — 5 : _ . 5 : : RFA > At. —— — — — — — — — — — — 2 A 
— TT — . a 8 1 LED — : — ' - — - — — 
- — p * a - = I... oe be 4 WY $ £ 8 — - — — —— . — — — - — — — — * n — 7 - — — — 2 = — — * * _ — - bh 
1 * L 4 oy He — 4 . "Pl" Lt at . . hows FRA — —— _— — - 2 —— — yy" Sed, > 1 — wt Zn — — — -- — 5 SS r — —— 5 2 = . — == : 
— p = SS „5 ET Yao 222 - LE Ee — J me is P > IE; > YE — a 2 — — IN , — IT - ' - | _ N 
———— — So — — — — a — 5 2 — 2 n — * . TL a. ER Es — 4 . — 7 - = a . 
ESO Ci TD ET WS ME” — 5 . 8 . : - 
— — n 8 2 e — 
oy 


T — —— 2 ee 
. 2 — q . Le 8 1 1 9 - — 
— eee br x the mr ts = F 85% ST k ** 
te n a TS EI... EE K 
j 8 SSS Foal Bip 7, 9 wg 


86 Me PILEASINOG INSTRUCTOR. 


and a Cow, every Body bids me Good-morrow ;” z al 
which is well ſaid by poor Richard. 

But with our Induſtry, we muſt likewiſe be fleady, 
ſettled, and careſul, and overſee our own Affairs with 
our own Eyes, and not truſt too much to ochers; 3 for, 
as poor Richard ſays, 


t 7 never [aw an oft removed Tree, 
„Nor yet an oft removed Family, 


% That throve ſo well as thoſe that ſettled be. 


And again, * Three Removes are as bad as a Fire ;” 


and again, * Keep thy Shop, and thy Shop will keep 
thee;” and again, If you would have your Buſineſs 
done, go; if not, ſend;“ and again, 


©& He that by the Phug h would thrive, 
« Himſelf muſt either Gold or drive,” 


And again, „the Eye of a Maſter will do more 


Work than both his Hands; and again, Want of 


Care does us more Damage than Want of Knowledge ;” 
and again, Not to overſee Workmen is to leave 
them your Purſe open.” Truſting too much to others 


Care is the Ruin of many; for, as the Almanack ſays, 


% In the Affairs of this World, Men are faved, not 
by Faith, but by the Want of it; but a Man's own 
Care is profitable 3 for, faith poor Dick, ** Learning 
is to the Studious, and Riches to the Careful, as well 


as Power to the Bold, and Heaven to the Virtuous?” 


And further, © If you have a faithful Servant, and 


one that you like, ſerve yourſelf.” And again, he ad- 
viſeth to Circumſpection and Care, even in the ſmall- 


eſt Matters, becauſe ſometimes, A little Neglect 
may breed great Miſchief; adding, for Want of a Nail 
the Shoe was loſt; for Want of a Shoe the Horſe was 
loſt; and for Want of a Horſe the Rider was loſt, 
being overtaken and ſlain by the Enemy; all for Want 
of Care about a Horſe-ſhoe Nail.” 

.So much for Induſtry, my Friends, and Attention 


to 


p 
5 


ſtone, and die not worth a Groat at the laſt. A fat 


And Men for Punch forſook Heauing and Splitting. 


you. You may expect they will be ſold cheap, and 
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to one's own Buſineſs ; but to theſe we muſt add Fru- 
gality, if we would make our Induſtry more certainly 
ſucceſsful. A Man may, if he knows not how to fave 
as he gets, keep his Noſe all his Life at the Grind- 


Kitchen make as lean Will,” as poor Richard ſays; and, 


« Many Eflates are ſpent in the Getting, . 
« Since Women for Tea forſook Spinning and Knitting, 


& If you would be wealthy,” ſays he, in another 
Almanack, © think of ſaving as well as getting: The 
Indies have not made Spain rich, becauſe her Outgoes 
are greater than her Incomes.” Away then with your 
expenſive Follies, and you will not have ſo much Cauſe 
to complain of hard Times, heavy Taxes, and charge- 
able Families; for, as poor Dick ſays, 


«. Women and Wine, Game and Deceit, 
« Make the Wealth ſmall, and the Wants great.” 


And farther, © What maintains one Vice, would 
bring up two Children.” You may think, perhaps, 
that a little Tea, or a little Punch now and then, Diet 
a little more coſtly, Cloaths a little finer, and a little 
Entertainment now and then, can be no great Matter; 
but remember what poor Richard ſays, ** Many a Little 
makes a Mlickle;” and farther, ** Beware of little 
Expences; a ſmall Leak will ſink a great Ship ;” and 
again, “ Who Dainties, love, ſhall Beggars prove ;” 
and moreover, ** Fools make Feaſts, and wife Men 
eat them.“ 4 | 95 7 13 

Here you are all got together at this Vendue of Fi- 
neries and Nicknacks. You call them Goods, but if 
you do not take Care, they will prove Evils to ſome of 


perhaps they may for leſs than they coſt ; but if you 
have no Occaſion for them, they muſt be dear to you. 
Remember what poor Richard ſays, “ Buy what thou 
| N haſt 
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haſt no Need of, and e'er long thou ſhalt ſell thy Ne- 
ceſſaries. And again, „ At a great Peinyworth 
pauſe a While:“ He means, that the Cheapneſs is ap- 
parently only, and not real; or the Bargain, by ſtrait- 
ning thee in thy Buſineſs, may do thee more Harm 
than Good, For in another Place he ſays, Many 
have been rumed by buying good Pennyworths.“ A- 
gain, porr Richard ſays, % "Tis fooliſh to lay out Mo- 
ney in a Purchaſe of Repentance;” and yet this Fol- 
ly is practiſed every Day at Vendues, for Want of 
minding the Almanack. “ Wiſe Men,” as poor Dick 
fays, learn by others Harms, Fools ſcarcely by their 
own; but felix quem faciuft aliena pericula cautum.” 
Many a one, for the Sake of Finery on the Back, have 
gone with a hungry Belly, and half-ftarved their Fa- 
milles; “ Silks and Sattins, Scarlets and Velvets,” as 
poor Richard ſays, “ put out the Kitchen Fire.” Theſe 
are not the Neceſſaries of Life; they can ſcarcely be 
called the Conveniences ; and yet, only becauſe they 
Jook pretty, how many want to have them ! The ar- 
rificial Wants of Mankind thus become more numer- 
ous than the natural; and, as poor Dick ſays, For 
one poor Perſon, there are an Hundred indigent.” By 
theſe, and other Extravagancies, the Genteel are re- 
duced to Poverty, and forced to borrow of thoſe whom 
they formerly deſpiſed, but who through Induſtry and 
Frugality have maintained their Standing: In which 
Caſe it appears plainly, that * A Ploughman on his 
Legs is higher than a Gentleman on his Knees,” as 
paor Richard ſays. Perhaps they have had a ſmall. 
Eſtate left them, which they knew not the Getting of; 
they think, © it is Day, and will never be Night ;” 
that a little to be ſpent out of ſo much is not worth 
minding: * A Child and a Fool,” as poor Richard 
ſays, „imagine twenty Shillings and twenty Years can 
never be ſpent; but, always taking out of the Meal 
Tub, and never putting in, ſoon comes to the Bot- 
tom ;” then, as-pogr Dick ſays, When the Well is 
dry, they know the Worth of Water,” But bod 

| they 
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they might have known before, if they had taken his 


Advice: * If you would know the Value of Money, 


go and try to borrow ſome ; for he that goes a- borrow- 


ing goes a-ſorrowing;“ and indeed fo does he that 


lends to ſuch People, when he goes to get it again, 
Poor Dick farther adviſes, and lays, : 


« Fond Pride in Dreſs is ſure a very Curſe ; 
« Fer Fancy you conſult, conſult your Purſe.” 


And again, © Pride is as loud a Beggar as Want, 
and a great deal more ſaucy.” When you have bought 


one fine 'Thing, you muſt buy ten more, that your Ap- 
pearance may be all of a Piece ; but poor Dick ſays, 


« Itis eaſier to ſuppreſs the firſt Defire, than to ſatisfy 
all that follow it. And that it is as truly Folly for the 


Poor to ape the Rich, as the 1 to ſwell, in order to 


equal the Ox. 


« Great Efates may venture more, 


% But little Boats ſhould keep near Shore.” 


It is however a Folly ſoon puniſhed; for . Pride 
that dines on Vanity, ſups on Contempt, 4 s poor 


Richard ſays. And in another Place, Pride been 
faſted on Plenty, dined with Poverty, and ſupped with 
Infamy.“ And after all, for what Uſe is the Pride of 
Appearance, for which ſo much is ſuffered ? It cannot 
promote Health, or eaſe Pain; it makes no Increaſe 
of Merit in the Perſon; it creates Envy, it haſtens 
Misfortune. 


% Mpat is a Butterfly ® At beg 
« He's but a Catterpillar avi; 
& The gaudy Forp's his Pifture Just.“ 


But what Madneſs muſt it be to run in Debt for theſe 
Superfluities! We are offered, by the Terms of this 
Vendue, ſix Months Credit; and. that perhaps has in- 
duced ſome of us to attend it, becauſe we cannot ſpare 
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the ready Money, and hope now to be fine without it. 


But ah! think what you do when you run in Debt; 


you give to another Power over your Liberty. If you 
cannot pay at the Time, you will be aſhamed to ſee 
your Creditor; you will be in Fear when you ſpeak to 
him ; you will make poor, pitiful, ſneaking Excuſes, 
and by Degrees come to loſe your Veracity, and ſink 
into baſe downright Lying ; for, as poor Richard ſays, 
The ſecond Vice is Lying, the firſt is running into 
Debt.” And again, to the ſame Purpoſe, © Lying 
rides upon Debt's Back.” Whereas a freeborn Eng- 

liſoman ought not to be aſhamed or afraid to ſee or 
ſpeak to any Man living. But Poverty often deprives 
2 Man of all Spirit and Virtue; © It is hard for an 
empty Bag to ſtand upright,” as poor Richard truly ſays. 
W hat would you think of that Prince, or that Go- 

vernment, who would iſſue an Edict forbidding you to 
dreſs like a Gentleman, or Gentlewoman, on Pain of 
Impriſonment, or Servitude ? Would you not ſay, that 

you are free, have a Right to dreſs as you pleaſe, and 
ſuch an Edict would be a Breach of your Privileges, 
and ſuch a Government tyrannical ? And yet you are 
about to put yourſelves under that Tyranny when you 


run in Debt for ſuch Dreſs! Your Creditor has 
Authority at his Pleaſure to deprive you of your Ii- 


berty, by confining you in a Jail for Life, or by ſelling 
vou for a Servant, if you ſhould not be able to pay 


him hen you have got your Bargain, you may, 
Pe: „nps, think little of Payment; but * Creditors,” 


as poor Dick tells us, have better Memories than 
Debtors ;” and in another Place favs, „ Creditors are 


a ſuperſtitious Sect, great Obſervers of ſet Days and 


Times. The Day comes round before you are aware, 


and the Demand is made before you are prepared to 
fatisfy it. Or, if you bear your Debt in Mind, 
the Term which at firft ſeemed fo long, will, as it 
leflens, appear extremely ſhort. Time will ſcem to 
have wo ed Wings to his Heels as well as his Should- 
ers. “ I huic have a ſhort Leut, ſaith prov Richard, 

WO 
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who owe Money to be paid at Eater.” Then ſince, 
as he ſays, ** I he Borrower is a Slave to the Lender, 
and the Debtor to the Creditor,” diſdain the Chain; 
preſerve your Freedom; and maintain your Indepen- 
dency: Be induſtrious and free; be frugal and free. 
At preſent, perhaps, you may think yourſelf in 
thriving Circumſtances, and that you can bear a little 


Extravagance without Injury ; but 


* 


„ For Age and Wand ſave whih you may; ; 
No Morning Sun laſts @ whole Day.“ 


As Poor Richa · d ſays— Gain may be temporary and un 
certain, but ever while you live, Expence is conſtant 
and certain; and © 't is eaſier to build two Chimneys, 


than to keep one in Fuel,” as poor Richard ſays. $00 - 


rather go to Bed ſupperleſs than riſe in Debt.“ 


e Get what you can, and what's got fairly, Hold; | 
" 27 is the Stone that will turn all your Lead into Gold.“ 


As poor Richard fays.—And when you have got Sis 


Philoſopher's Stone, ſure you will no longer complain 
of bad Times, or the Difficulty of paying Taxes. 
This Doctrine, my Friends, is Reaſon and Wiſ- 


dom; but after ail, do not depend too much upon 


your OWN Induftry, and Frugality, and Prudence, 
thought excellent Things, for they may all be blaſted 
without the Bleſſing of Heaven; and therefore "aſk 
that Blefling humbly, and be not uncharitable to thoſe 
that at preſent ſeem to want it, but comfort and help 

them. Remember Fob ſuffered, and was afterwards 
proſperous. 

And now to conclude, $6 Experience keeps a dear 
School, but Fools will learn in no other, and ſcarce 
in that; for it is true, we may give ier but we 
cannot give Conduct, 4 peer Richard ſays : However, 
remember this, IT hey that will not L counſelled, 
cannot be helpe , as poor Richard . And farther, 

— hat 


mine. Iam, as ever, 
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„ That if you will not hear Reaſon, ſhe will ſurely 
rap your Knuckles.“ | e e e 
Thus the old Gentleman ended his Harangue. The 


People heard it, and approved the Doctrine; but im- 


mediately practiſed the contrary, juſt as if it had been 


a common Sermon; for the Vendue opened, and th 

began to buy extravagantly, notwithſtanding all his 
Cautions, and their own Fear of Taxes. I found 
the good Man had thoroughly ſtudied my Almanacks, 


and digeſted all I had dropt on theſe Topics during 


the Courſe of five-and-twenty Years. The frequent 
Mention he made of me muſt have tired any one elſe, 
but my Vanity was wonderfully delighted with it, 


though I was conſcious that not a Tenth Part of the 


Wiſdom was my own which he aſcribed to me, but 


rather the Gleanings I made of the Senſe of all Ages 


and Nations. However, I reſolved to be the better 
for the Echo of it; and though I had at firſt deter- 


mined to buy Stuff for a new Coat, I went away re- 
ſolving to wear my old one a little longer. Reader, 
if thou wilt do the fame, thy Profit will be as great as 


Thine to ſerve thee, 


— 


Jul ), 1577. RICHARD SANDERS. 


On CLEANLINESS. 
"Tis Beauty points, but Neatneſs guides the Dari. POPE. 


Had Occaſion to go a few Miles out of Town, ſome 
Days fince, in a Stage-Coach, where I had for my 
Fellow-Travellers, a dirty Beau, and a pretty young 
uaker Woman. Having no Inclination to talk much, I 
placed myſelf backward, with a Deſign to ſurvey them, 
and to pick a Speculation out of my two Companions. 
Their different Figures were ſufficient to draw my At- 
tention. The Gentleman was drefled in a Suit, the 
Ground whereof had been black, as I perceived from 


ſome few Spaces that had eſcaped the Powder, which 
| * was 
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was incorporated with the oreateſt Part of his Coat: 
His Periwig, which coſt no ſmall Sum, was after ſo flo- 


venly a Manner caſt over his Shoulders, that it ſeemed 


not to have been combed ſince the Year 1712; his 
Linen, which was not much concealed, was daubed 
with plain Spaniſh, from the Chin to the loweſt But- 
ton; and the Diamond upon his Fipger (which na- 
turally dreaded the Water) put me in Mind how it 


ſparkled amidſt the Rubbiſh of the Mine, where it 


was firſt diſcovered. On the other Hand, the pretty 
Quaker appeared in all the Elegance of Cleanlineſs. 
Not a Speck was to be found upon her. A clear, clean 


oval Face, juſt edged about with little thin Plaits of 


the pureſt Cambric, received great Advantages from 
the Shade of her black Hood; as did the Whiteneſs 
of her Arms from that ſober- coloured Stuff, in which 
ſhe had cloathed herſelf. The Plainneſs of her Dreſs 
was very well ſuited to the Simplicity of her Phraſes; 
all which put together, though they could not give me 
a great Opinion of her Religion, they did of her In» 


_ NOCENCE. 


This Adventure occaſioned my throwing together a 
few Hints upon Clearline/5, which I ſhall confider as 
one of the Half-wirtues, as Ariflotle calls them, and 
{hall recommend it under the three following Heads. 
As it is a Mark of Politeneſs; as it produces Love; 
and as it bears Analogy to Purity of Mind, 

Firſt, It is a Mark of Politeneſs. It is univerſally 
agreed upon, that no one unadorned with this Virtue, 
can go into Company without giving a manifeſt Of- 


fince. The eaſier, or higher any one's Fortune is, this 


Duty ariſes proportionally. The different Nations of 
the World are as much diſtinguiſhed by their Cleanli- 
neſs, as by their Arts and Sciences. The more an: 
Country is civilived, the more they conſult this Part of 
Politeneſs. We need but compare our Ideas of a Fe- 
male Hottentot and an Engliſh Beauty, to be ſatisfied of 
the Truth of what has been advanced. BONES 


In the next Place, Cleanlineſs may be ſaid to be the 


Foſtere 
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Foſter-mother of Love. Beauty indeed moſt common» 
ly produces that Paſſion in the Mind, but Cleanlineſs 
preſerves it. An indifferent Face and Perſon, kept in 


perpetual Neatneſs, hath won many a Heart from a 


pretty Slattern. Age itſelf is not unamiable, while it 
is preſerved clean and unſullied: Like a Piece of Me- 
tal conſtantly kept ſmooth and bright, we look on it 
with more Pleaſure than on a new Veſſel that is cank- 
ered with Ruſt. 4 © 

1 might obſerve farther, that as Cleanlineſs renders 


us agreeable to others, ſo it makes us eaſy to ourſelves; 


that it is an excellent Preſervative of Health; and that 
ſeveral Vices, deſtructive both to Mind and Body, are 
inconſiſtent with the Habit of it. But theſe Reflec- 


tions I ſhall leave to the Leiſure of my Readers; and 


ſhall obſerve, in the third Place, that it bears a great 
Analogy to Purity of Mind, and naturally inſpires 
refined Sentiment and Paſſions. _ a eg 

We find from Experience, that through the Preva- 
lence of Cuſtom, the moſt vicious Actions loſe their 
Horror, by being made familiar to us. On the con- 
trary, thoſe who live in the Neighbourhood of good 
Examples, fly from the firſt Appearance of what is 
ſhocking. It fares with us much after the ſame Man- 
ner, as to our Ideas. Our Senſes, which are the In- 
lets of all the Images conveyed to the Mind, can on- 
ly tranſmit the Impreſſions of ſuch Things as uſually 
ſurround them. So that pure and unſullied Thoughts 


are naturally ſuggeſted to the Mind, by thoſe Objects 


that perpetually encompaſs us, when they are beauti- 
ful and elegant in their Kind, _ . 
In the Eaſt, where the Warmth of the Climate 
makes Cleanlineſs more immediately neceſſary than in 
colder Countries, it is made one Part of their Religion: 
The Jetuiſb Law (and the Mahometan, which in ſome 
Things copies after it) is filled with Bathings, Purifi- 
cations, and other Rites of the like Nature. Though 
there is the above-named convenient Reaſon to be aſ- 
ſigned for their Ceremonies, the chief Intention un- 
| doubtediy 
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doubtedly was to typify inward Purity and Cleanlineſs 
of Heart, by thoſe outward Waſhings. We read ſe- 


veral Injunctions of this Kind in the Bok of Deutero- 


nomy, which confirm this Truth; and which are but 
ill accounted for by ſaying, as ſome do, that they are 
only inſtituted for Convenience, in the Deſart, which 
otherwiſe could not have been habitable for many 
I ſhall conclude this Eſſay, with a Story which I 
have ſomewhere read in an Account of Mahometan 
Superſtitionnsss. 8 : | 
A Derviſe of great Sanctity, one Morning, had the 
Misfortune, as he took up a Cryſtal Cup, which was 
conſecrated to the Prophet, to let it fall upon the 
Ground, and daſh it to Pieces. His Son coming ing 
ſome Time after, he ſtretched out his Hand to bleſs 
him, as his Manner was every Morning; but the 
Youth going out, ſtumbled over the Threſhold, and 
broke his Arm. As the old Man wondered at theſe 
Events, a Caravan paſſed by in its Way from Mecca. 
The Derviſe approached it to beg a Bleſſing; but as 
he ſtroked one of the holy Camels, he received a 
Kick from the Beaſt, that ſorely bruiſed him. His 
Sorrow and Amazement increaſed upon him, till he 
recollected, that through Hurry and Inadvertency, he 
_ that Morning come abroad without waſhing his 
ands, 2822 1 n 


On 
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0 CuusinG Co M HAN T. 


VP, with a Fool or Knave, I Carus _ | 
i Knawve or Fool, Carus, I'll ſentence thee. SANDYS, 


3 


O be courteous to all, but familiar to few, is 2 
1 Maxim which J once deſpiſed, as originally pro- 
ceeding from a mean and contracted Mind, the frigid 
Caution of Weakneſs and Timidity. A tame and in- 
diſcriminate Civility I imputed to a Dread of the Con- 
tempt or the Petulancy of others, to Fears from which 
the Wit and the Gentleman are exempted by a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of their own Dignity, by their Power to de- 
preſs Infolence, and filence Ridicule; and a general 
Shyneſs and Reſerve, I conſidered as the Reproach of 
our Country, as the Effect of an illiberal Education, 
by which neither a Polite Addrefs, an eaſy: Confidence, 


nor a general Acquaintance with public Life are to be 


acquired. This Opinion, which continued to flatter 
the Levity and Pride that produced it, was ſtrength- 
ened by the Example of thoſe whoſe Manner, in the 
Diffidence of Yovth, I wiſhed to imitate, who entered 
a mixed Company with an Air of ſerene Familiarity, 
accoſted every Man like an old Acquaintance, and 
thought only of making Sport of the reſt, of any with 
whom their Caprice ſhould happen to. be. offended, 
without Regard to their Age, Character, or -Cond1- 
tion. 

But now I wiſh that J had regulated my Conduct 
by the Maxims which I deſpiſed, for I ſhould then 
have eſcaped a Misfortune which I ſhall never retrive; 
and the Senſe of which I am now endeavouring to ſuſ- 
pend, by relating it to you as a Leſſon to others, and 
conſidering my Loſs of Happineſs as an Acquiſition of 
Wiſdom. 


While I was in France with a travelling Tutor, | 
received a Letter which acquainted me that my Fa- 
ther, who had been long declining, was dead; and 


that it was neceſſary I ſhould immediately return to 
; Eng* | 


U 


i, 
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England, to take Poſſeſſion of his Eftate, which was 


not " inconfiderable, though there were Mortgages upon 


it to near Half its Value. 


When I arrived, I found a Letter which the old 
Gentleman had written and directed to me with his 
own Hand. 
Conduct, and ſome Animadverſions upon his own: 
He took Notice of the Incumbrance under which he 


left me the paternal Inheritance, which had deſcended 


through many Generations; and exprefled the moſt 
earneſt Deſire that it might yet be tranſmitted entire 
to Poſterity : With this View, he ſaid, he had negoci- 


ated a Marriage between me and the only Daughter 'of 


his old Friend, Sir George Homeftead, of the North, an 
amiable young Lady, whoſe Alliance would be an Ho- 
nour to my Family, and whoſe Fortune would much 
more than redeem my Eſtate. 

He had given the Knight a faithful Account of his 
Affairs, who, after having taken ſome Time to conſi- 
der the Propoſals, and conſult his Friends, had con- 
ſented to the Match, upon Condition that his Daugh- 
ter and I ſhould be agrecable to each other, and that 
my Behaviour thould confirm the Character that had 
been given of me. My Father added, that he hoped 


to have lived till this Alliance had taken Place; but as 


Providence had otherwiſe determined, he entreated as 
tis laſt Requeſt, that as ſoon as my Affairs ſhould be 
ſettled, and Decency would permit, I would make 
Sir George a Viſit, and neglect nothing to accompliſh 
this Purpole. 

I was touched with the Zeal and Tenderneſs of pa- 

ernal Aflection, which was then diretting me to Hap- 
pineſs, after the Heart that felt it had ceaſed to beat, 
and the, Hand that expreſſed it was mouldering in the 
Duſt. I had alto ſeen: the Lady, not indeed tince we 
were Children ; but I remembered that her Perſon 
was agreeable, and her Temper ſweet : I did not, 
therefore, heſitate a Moment t, whether my Father's 
InmRions thould be obeyed. I proceeded to ſettle his 


1 Affairs; 


It contained ſome general Rules for my 
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Affairs; I took an Account of Debts and Credits, Vie 


ſited the Tenants, recovered my uſual Gaiety, and at 
the End of about nine Months, ſet out for Sir George's 
Scat in the North ; having before opened an N N 


Correſpondence, and expreſſed my Impatience to pot- 
{els the Happineſs which wy Father had ſo kindly ſe- 
Cured... - 

1 was better pleaſed to be well LIT? than to loll 
in A Chariot, or be jumbled in a Poſt-chaiſe ; and I 
knew that Sir George was an old Sportſman, a plain 
mearty Blade, who would like me better in a Pair of 
Buckikin Breeches on the Back of a good Hunter, than 
in a trimmed Suit, and gaudy Equipage ; I therefore 
tet out on Horſeback with only one Servant, and 


reached S?:/ten the firſt Night. 


In the Morning, as I was mounting, a Gentleman, 
who had juſt got on Horſeback before me, ordered his 
Servant to make ſome Enquiry about the Road, which 
1 happened to overhear, and told him, with great Fami- 
Uarit 105 that I was going the ſame Way, and if he 
Pleaſed we would travel together: To this he conſent- 


ed, withs much Frankneſs, and as little Ceremony; 


and I ſet forward, greatly delighted that Chance had 
afturded me a Companion. 

We immediately entered into Converſation, and 1 
ſoap found that he had been abroad: We extolled the 


Roads and the Polity of France, the Cities, the Pa- 


laces, and the Villas, entered into a critical Examina- 

don of the moſt celebrated Seats in England, the Pe- 
culiarity, of the Buildings and Situation, Croſsways, 
Hlarkęt Towns, the Impoſit ion of Innkeepers, and the 
Sports of the Field: Topics by which we mutually 


recommended. ourſelves to each other, as we had both 


Opportunities to diſcover equal Knowledge, and to 


diſplay Truth with ſuch Evidence as prevented Diver- 
ſity of Opinion. 
After we had rode about two Hours, we ett 


another Gentleman, whom we accoſted with the ſame 


Familiarity that we had uſes to each other; we yu 
bim 


7 — 
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bim how far he was going, and which Way, at what 
Rate he travelled, where he put up, and many other 
Queſtions of the ſame Kind. The Gentleman, who 
appeared to be near Fifty, received our Addreſs with 
great Coldneſs, returned ſhort and indirect Anſwers to 
our Enquiries, and often looking with great Attention 


on us both, ſometimes put forward that he might get 
before us, and ſometimes checked his Horſe that he 
might remain behind, But we were reſolved to dil- 


appoint him ; and finding that his Reſerve increaſed, 
and he was viſibly diſpleaſed, we winked at each other, 


and determined the id Put ſhould afford us fome _ 


Sport. After we had rode together upon very ill 
Terms more than Half an Hour, my Companion, with 
an Air of ceremonious Gravity, aſked him it he knew 


of any Houſe upon the Road where he might be ac- 


commodated with a Wench. The Gentleman, who 
was, I believe, afraid of giving us a Pretence to quar- 
rel, did not reſent this Inſult any otherwiſe than by 
making no Reply. I then began to talk to my Com- 


panion as if we had been old Acquaintances, reminding 


him that the Gentleman extremely reſt mbled a Per- 
ſon from whom we had taken a Girl that he was car- 
rying to the Bagnio, and indeed, that his prefent Re- 


lerve made me ſuſpect him to be the ſame; but that 


as we were willing to aſk his Pardon, we hoped it would 
be forgotten, 2nd that we ſhould ſtill have the Plea- 
lure of dining together at the next Inn. The Gentle- 
man was {till ſilent; but as his Perplexity and Reſent- 
ment vifibly increaſed, he proportionably increa!ed our 
Entertainment, which did not, however, laſt long, 
tor he ſuddenly turned down a Lane; upon which we 
let up a Horſe-laugh, that continued till he was out of 
Hearing, and then, purſuing our Journey, we talked of 
the Adventure, which afforded us Converſation and 
Merriment for the reſt of the Day. OT 
The next Morning we parted, and in the Evening 
[ arrived at Homeflead-Hall. The old Knight received 
me with great Affection, and immediately introduced 
| = me 
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me to his Daughter, whom I now thought the ſineſt 
Woman I had ever ſeen. I could eaſily diſcover that 


TI was not unwelcome to her, merely upon her Fathier's 


Recommendation, and I enjoyed by Anticipation the 
Felicity which I confidered as within my Graſp.  -But 
the pleaſing Scene, in which I had ſuffered my. 1 
nation to wander, ſuddenly diſappeared as by the Pow- 
er of Enchantment : Without any vitible Motive, the 
Behaviour of the whole Family was changed; my. Al- 


_ fiduities to the Lady were repreſſed; the was never to 


be found alone; the Knight heated me. with a cold 
Civility : I was no longer a Party in their Y its, nor 
was willingly attended even by the Servants. I made 
many Attempts to diſcover the Cauſe of this Misfor- 


tune, but without Succeſs; and one Morning, when 
I had drawn Sir George! into the Garden by himſelf, and 


was about to urge him upon the Subject, he prevented 
me by ſaying, that his Promiſe to my Father, for 
whom he had the higheſt Regard, as I well knew, 
was conditional ; that he had always reſolved to leave 
his Daughter a free Choice; and that ſhe had requeſt- 
ed him to acquaint me, that her Affections were other- 
wiſe engaged, and to intreat that I would therefore 
diſcontinue my Addreſſes. My Surprize and Concern 
at this Declaration were ſuch, as left me no Power to 
reply: And I ſaw Sir George turn from me, and go into 
the Houſe, without making ay Attempt to ſtop him, 
or to obtain a further Explanation. - Afterwards, in- 
deed, I frequently expoſtulated, entreated, and com- 


plained; but, perceiving that all was ineffectual, I took 


my Leave; and determined that I would ftill ſolicit by 
Letter; for the Lady had taken ſuch Poſſeſſion of my 


. that I world joyfully have married her, though 


124 been ſure that her Father would eme 
Tbs left all his Fortune to a Stranger. 

I meditated on my epiſtolary Project all the w ay to 
Londen; and before J had been three Days in Town, 
I wrote a long Letter to dir George, in which I con- 
jured him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to account for be 

Change 


Q@ my ke \& SL... 
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Change in his Behaviour; and inſiſted, that, on this 


Occaſion, to conceal the I'ruth was in the higheſt 
Degree diſhonourable to himſelf, and injurious to me. 


Co this Letter, after about ten Days, I received che 
following Anſwer: 


„81 R, 


4e It is with great Reluctance that I reveal the Mo- 


tives of my Conduct, becauſe they are much to your 


Diſadvantage. The incloſed is a Letter which I re- 
ceived from a worthy Gentleman in the Country, and 
contains a full Anſwer to your Enquiries, which I had 
rather you ſhould receive in any Hand than in 28 
1 am your humble Servant, 
GE0. HOMESTEAD.” 


I immediately opened the Paper incloſed; in which, 


with the utmoſt Impatience, I read as follows : 2 


68 1 R, es : 


« I ſaw a Perſon with your Family Yeſterday at the 
Races, to which I was ſoon after informed you intend- 
ed to give your Daughter. Upon this Occaſion, it is 

my indiſpenſible Duty to acquaint you, that if his 
Character is to be determined by his Company, he will 
Inevitably entail Diſeaſes and Beggary upon his Poſte- 
rity, whatever be the Merit of his Wife, or the Afflu- 
ence of his Fortune. He overtook me on the Road 
from London, a few Week ago, in Company with a 
Wretch, who by their Diſcourſe appeared to be his 
old and facailiar Acquaintance, and whom I well re- 
member to have ſeen brought before my Friend Juitice 
Worthy, when I was accidentally at his Houſe, as the 
Keeper of a Brothel in Covent-Garden. He bas ſince 
won a conſiderable Sum with a falſe Dice at the M. 
querade, for which he was obliged to leave the King- 
dom, and is {till liable to a Proſecution. Be allur ce 
that I have a perfect Knowledge of both ; for fon In- 


3 cidents, 
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cidents, not neceſſary to mention, kept me near them 
ſo long on the Road, that it is impoſſible I ſhould be 
miſtaken, I am, Sir j 


' Your's, &c. 
JaMEs TRUEMAN,” 


The Moment I had read this Letter, the Riddle Was 
ſolved I knew Mr Trueman to be the Gentleman, 
whom I had concurred with a Stranger, picked up by 
Accident, to inſult without Provacation on the Road. 
I was in a Moment covered with Confuſion ; and 
though I was alone, could not help covering my Face 
with my Hands. I abhorred my Folly, which appear- 
ed yet more enormous every Time it was reviewed. 
I courted the Society of a Stranger, and a Stranger 
I perſecuted with Inſult : Thus I aſſociated with Infa- 
my, and thus my Aſſociate became known, I hoped, 
however, to convince Sir George, that I had no Know- 
| ledge of the Wretch whoſe Infamy I had ſhared, ex- 
cept that which I had acquired from the Letter of his 
Friend, But before J had taken proper Meaſures for 
my Juſtification, I had the Mortification to hear that 
the Lady was married to a neighbouring Gentleman, 
who had long made his Addrefles, and whom Sir 
George had before rejected in the Ardour of his Friend- 
hip for my Father. 

How narrow, Sir, is the Path of Rectitude, and 
how much may be loſt by the ſlighteſt Deviation! 


T am, your humble Servant, 


A n U. LUS. 
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On the Ju ftice of PROVIDENCE in the D Aribution 7. 
„ 1c HE s. 


To whom can Riches give Repute or Truſt, | 
Content or Pleaſure, but the Good aud Fuſt Pork. 


HREMYLUS, who was an old and a good Man, 
and withal exceeding poor, being deſirous to 
leave ſome Riches to his Son, conſults the Oracle of 
Apollo upon the Subject. The Oracle bid him follow 
the firſt Man he ſhould ſee upon his going out of the 
Temple. The Perſon he chanced to ſee was to Ap- 1 
pearance an old, ſordid, blind Man ; but upon his 1 
following him from: Place to Place, be at lait found, 00 
by his own Confeſſion, that he was Plutus, the God 
of Riches, and that he was juſt come out of the Houſe . 
of a Miſer. Plutus further told him, that when he 111888! 
was a Boy he uſed to declare, that as ſoon as he came 141 
to Ape, he would diſtribute Wealth to none but virtu- 
ous and juſt Men; upon which Jupiter, conſidering ll: if 
the pernicious Conſequences - of ſuch a Reſolution 
took his Sight away. from him, and left him to ſtroll ] 1 
about the World in the blind Condition wherein WH 
Chremylus beheld him. With much ado Chr emylus 
prevailed upon him to go to his Houſe, where he met 
an old Woman in a tatter'd Raiment, who had been 
his Gueſt for many Years, and whoſe Name was Pa 
verty. The old Woman refuſing to turn out ſo readi- 
ly as he would have her, he threatened to banith her 
not only from his own Houſe, but out of Greece, if 
ſhe made any more Words upon the Matter. Poverty 
on this Occation pleads her Cauſe very natably, and. 
repreſents to her old Landlord, that ſhould- the be 
driven out of the Country, all their Trades, Arts, 
and Sciences would be driven out with her; and that 
if every one was rich, they would never be ſupplied 
with thoſe Pomps, Ornaments, and Conveniences of 
Life, which made Riches defirable. She likewiſe re- 
preſented to him the feveral Advantages which the be- 
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ſtowed upon her Votaries, in regard to their Shape, 


their Health, and their Activity, by preſerving them 
from Gouts, Dropſies, Unwieldineſs, and Intempe- 
Trance. But whatever ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, the 
was at laſt forced to move off. Chremylus immediately 
conſidered how he might reſtore Plutus to his Sight; 
and in order to do it, conveyed him to the Temple of 
Eſculapius, who was famous for Cures and Miracles of 


this Nature. By this Means the Deity recovered his 


Eyes, and began to make a right Uſe of them, by en- 
riching every one that was diſtinguiſhed by Piety to- 


wards the Gods, and Juſtice towards Men ; and at the 
ſame Time by taking away his Gifts from the Impious 


and Undeſerving. This produced ſeveral merry Inci- 
dents, till in the laſt Act Mercury deſcends with great 
Complaints from the Gods, that ſince the good Men 


were grown rich, they had received no Sacrifices, | 


which is confirmed by a Prieſt of Jupiter, who enters 
with a Remonſtrance, that ſince theſe late Innovations, 
he was reduced to a ſtarving Condition, and could not 
live upon his Office. Chremy/us, who in the Begin- 
ning of the Play, was religious in his Poverty, con- 
cludes with a Propoſal which was reliſhed by all the 

ood Men, who were now grown rich as well as him- 
ſelf, (i. e.) that they ſhould carry Plutus in ſolemn 
Proceſſion to the Temple, and inſtal him in the Place 
of Jupiter. This Allegory inſtructed the 4thenarns 


in two Points; firſt, as it vindicated the +. duct of 


Providence in its ordinary Diſtribution f Wealth; 
and in the next Place, as it ſhewed the great Tenden- 
cy of Riches to corrupt the Morals of thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſſed them 5 
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On the Fo HER of AFFECTION. 


Tears of Compaſſion are Nature's Marks te Insa an bone 


Heart By. VolrAI RE. 


N Youne Gentleman and a Lady, of ancient and 

honourable Houſes in Cor hi, had from their 
Childhood entertained for each other a generous and 
noble Paſſion, which had long been oppoſed by their 
Friends, by Reaſon of the Inequality of their For- 
tunes; but their Conſtancy to each other, and Obes 
dience to thoſe on whom they depended, wrought ta 
much upon. their Relations, that thoſe celebrated Los 


vers were at length joined in Marriage. Soon after 


thei Nuptials, the Bridegroom was obliged to go into 
à foreign Country to take Care of a conſiderable For- 
tune which was left him by a Relation, and came very 
opportunely to improve their moderate Circumſtances. 
I hey received the Congratulations of all the Country 
upon this Occaſion; and I remember it was a common 
Sentence in every one's Mouth, Yow ſee how faithful 
f ] Üẽ:tʒ I ] êàUnꝛe adafgygyr i, 3 

He took his agreeable Voyage, and ſent Home every 
Poſt freſh Accounts of his Succeſs in his Affairs a- 
broad; but at laſt (though he deſigned to return with 
the next Ship) he lamented in his Letters, that Bufi- 
neſs ſhould: detain him ſome 'Vime longer from Home, 
becauſe he would give himſelf the Pleaſure of an unex- 
pected. Arrival, _ | ME ODE IS 

The young Lady, after the Heat of the Day, walked 
every Evening on the Sea- ſhore, near which the lived, 
with a familiar Friend, ber Huſband's Kinſwoman, 
and diverted herſelf with what Objects they met with 
there, or upon Diſcourſe of the future Methods of 
Life, in the happy Change of their Circumſtances. 
They ſtood one Evening on the Shore together in a 
perfect Tranquillity, obſerving the Setting of the Sun, 
the calm Face of the Deep, and the filent Heaving of 
the Wayes, which gently rolled towards 2 8 pe. 
. roke 
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broke at their Feet; when, at a Diſtance, her Kinſwo- 
man ſaw ſomething floating on the Water, which ſhe 


fancied was a Cheſt; and with a Smile told her, ſhe. 


ſaw it firſt, and if it came aſhore full of Jewels, ſhe 
had a Right to it. They both fixed their Eyes upon 
it, and entertained themſelves with the Subject of the 
Wreck, the Couſin till aſſerting her Right; but pro- 

miſing, if it was a Prize, to give her a very rich Coral 
for her Child, of which the was then big, provided 
the might be Godmother. Their Mirth ſoon abated, 
when they obſerved, upon the nearer Approach, that 
it was a human Body. The young Lady, who had a 
Heart naturally filled with Pity and Compaſſion, made 
many melancholy Reflections on the Occafion. Who 


knows (ſaid ſhe) but this Man may be the only Hope 


and Heir of a wealthy Houſe, the Darling of indul- 


gent Parents, who are now in impertinent Mirth, and 


pleaſing themſelves with the Thoughts of offering him 


2 Bride they have got ready for him? Or, may he not 


be the Maſter of a Family that wholly depended on his 
Life ? There. may, for ought we know, be half a 
Dozen fatherleſs Children, and a tender Wife, now 
expoſed to Poverty by his Death. What Pleaſure 


might he have promiſed himſelf in the different Wel- 


comes he was to have from her and them? But let us 


go away, it is a dreadful Sight | The beſt Office we 


can do is to take Care that the poor Man, whoever he 
is, may be decently buried. She turned away, when 
| a Wave threw the Carcaſe on Shore. The Kinſwo- 


man immediately ſhrieked out, Oh, my Couſin ! and 
fell upon the Ground. The unhappy Wife went to 
help her Friend, when ſhe ſaw her own Huſband at 


her Feet, and-dropt in a Swoon upon the Body. An 


old Woman, who had been the Gentleman's Norſe,” 
came out about this Time to call the Ladies in to Sup- 
per, and found her Child (as ſhe always called him) 


dead on the Shore, her Miſtreſs and Kinſwoman both 

lying dead by him. Her loud Lamentations, and call- 
ing her young Maſter to Life, ſoon N Ln 
x rien 
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Friend from her France; but the Wife was gone for 


- 
- 


EVE +11, 2 11 ie 
When the Family and Neighbourhood got together 
round the Bodies, no one aſked any Queſtions, but the 
Objects before them told the Story. 


4 


Incidents of this Nature are the more moving, when 
they are drawn by Perſons concerned in the Cata- 
ſtrophe, notwithſtanding they are often oppreſſed be- 
yond the Power of giving them in a diſtin Light, 
12 we gather their Sorrow from their Inability to 
ear it. ; | 38 
A two original Letters, written both on the 
ſame Day, which ſeem to me exquitite in their different 
Kinds. The Occaſion was this: A Gentleman who 
had courted a moſt agreeable young Woman, and won 
her Heart, obtained alſo the Conſent of her Father, to 
whom ſhe was an only Child. The old Man had a 
Fancy that they ſhould be married in che ſame Church 
where he himſelf was, in a Village in Fefmerland, and 
made them ſet out while he was laid up with the Gout 
at Lond5n, The Bridegroom took only his Man, and 
the Bride her Maid: They had the mo# agreeable 
Journey imaginable to the Place of Marriage; from 
whence the Bridegroom writ the following Letter to 
his Wife's Father. . 5 . 


Ln G ö 


March, 18, 1672. 2 


{ 


„After a very pleaſant Journey hither, we are pre- 
paring for the happy Hour in which Jam to be your 
Son. I affure you the Bride carries it in the Eye of 
the Vicar, who married you, much-beyond her Mo- 
ther; though, he ſays, your open Sleeves, Pantaloons, 
and Shoulder Knots, made a much better Shew. than 
the finical Dreſs I am in. However, I am contented 
to be the ſecond fine Man this Village ever ſaw, and 
hall make it very merry before Night, becauſe I ſhall 
write myſelf from thence, —_ e 
Your moſt dutiful Son, F. D. 
g h | 6c The 
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The Bride gives her Duty, -and is as handſome as 
an Angel. I am the happieſt Man breathing.” 


The Villagers were aſſembled abom the Church, 
and the happy Couple took a Walk in a private Gar- 
den. The Bridegroom's Man knew his Maſter would 
leave the Place on a ſudden after the Wedding, and 


ſeeing him draw his Piſtols the Night before, took 


this Opportunity to go into the Chamber and charge 
them. Upon their Return from the Garden, they 
went into the Room; and after a little fond Railery 
on the Subject of their Courtſhip, the Lover took up 


a Piſtol, which he knew he had unloaded the Night 


before, and preſenting it to her, ſaid with the moſt 
graceful Air, while ſhe looked pleaſed with his agree- 
able Flattery, Now, Madam, repent of all thoſe Cruel- 


ties you have been guilty of to me; conſider, before you 


die, how often you have made a poor Wretch freeze 


under your Caſement ; you ſhall die, you Tyrant! you 


fhall die, with all theſe Inſtruments of Death and De- 
ſtruction about you, with that enchanting Smile, thoſe 
killing Ringlets of your Hair !—Give Fire, ſaid the, 
laughing. He did io, and ſhot her dead, Who can 


ſpeak his Condition? but he bore it ſo patiently as to 
call up his Man. The poor Wretch entered, and his 


Maſter locked the Door upon him. ill, ſaid he, did 


you charge theſe Piſtols ? He anſwered, Yes. Upon 


which he thot him dead with that remaining. After 


this, amidſt a thouſand broken Sobs, piercing Groans, 
and diſtracted Motions, he writ the following Letter 


to the Father of his dead Miſtreſs, 


e 8 1 n, 
« I, who two Hours ago told you truly I was the 
happieſt Man alive, am now the molt miſerable. Your 


Daughter lies dead at my Feet, killed by my own 


Hands, through a Miſtake of my Man's charging my 
Piſtols unknown to me. Him I have murdered for it. 
Such is my Wedding Day.—-I will immediately follow 

my 
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my Wife to her Grave: But before I throw. myſelf 


upon my Sword, I command my Diſtraction ſo far as 
to explain my Story to you. I fear my Heart will not 
keep together till I have ſtabbed it. Poor good Man |! 
—Remember, he that killed your Daughter, died for 
it: In the Article of Death, l give you my Thanks, 


and pray for you, though I do not for een it 


be. * do not  curie me. 


— On CRUELTY to AN IM AL s. 


Take not away the Life you cannot give, | | 
For all Things have an 0 75 Right ts live. Ds vous, 


CANNOT think it extravagant to imagine, that 
I Mankind are no leſs, in Proportion, accountable 
for the ill Uſe of their Dominion over Creatures of the 
lower Rank of Beings, than for the Exerciſe of T y- 
ranny over their own Species. The more entirely the 
inferior Creation is ſubmitted to our Power, the more 


anſwerable we ſhould ſeem for our Miſmanagement 


of it ; and the rather, as the very Condition of Na- 


ture renders theſe Creatures incapable of receiving any 


Recompence in another Life for their ill Treatment in 
this. 

It is obſervable of habe nHoxious Animals, which 
have Qualities more powerful to injure us, that they 
naturally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us, unleſs 
provoked or neceſſitated by Hunger. Man, en the 
other Hand, ſeeks out and purſues even the moſt in- 
RY Animals, on purpole to perſecute and deſtroy 
chem. 

Montaigne thinks it ſome Reſle tion upon human 
Nature itfelf, that few People take Delight in ſeeing 
Beaſts careſs or play together, but almoſt every one 
is pleaſed to ſee them lacerate and worry one another. 
I am ſorry this Temper has become almoſt a diſtin- 
guiſhed Character of our own Nation, from the Ob- 
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ſervation which is made by F oreigners of our beloved 
Paſtimes, Bear hating," Cock-fighting, and the hike. 
We ſhould find it hard to vindicate the deftroymg any 


Thing that has Life, merely out of Wantonneſs ; yet 
in this Principle our Children are bred up, and one of 


the firſt Pleaſures we allow them, is the Licence of in- 
Meting Pain upon poor Animals: Almoſt as ſoon as 
we are ſenſible what Life is ourſelves, we make it our 
Sport to take it from other Creatures. I cannot but 
believe a very good Uſe might be made of the Fancy 


which Children have for Birds and Inſects. Mr Locke 


rakes Notice of a Mother who permitted them to her 
Children, but rewarded or puniſhed them as they treat- 
ed them well or ill. This was no other than entering 
them betimes into a daily Exerciſe of Humanity, and 
improving their very Diverſion to a Virtue. | 

1 fancy, too, ſome Advantage might be taken of the 
common Notion, that it is ominous or unlucky to de- 
ſtroy ſome Sorts of Birds, as Squallezvs or Martins; 
this Opinion might poſlibly ariſe from. the Confidence 
thete Birds ſeem to put in us by building under our 


Roofs, ſo that it is a Kind of Violation of the Laws of 


Hoſpitality to murder them. As for Robin Redbreafls, 
in particular, it is not improbable they owe their Secu- 
rity to the old Ballad of The Children in the Mood. 
However it be, I do not know, I fay, why this Preju- 


dice, well improved and carried as far as it would go, 


might not be made to conduce to the Preſervation of 
many innocent Creatures, which are now expoſed to 
all the Wantonneſs of an ignorant Barbarity. 

There are other Animals that have the Misfortune, 
for no Manner of Reaſon, to be treated as common 
Enemies, wherever found. The Conceit that a Cat 
has nine Lives, has coſt at leaſt nine Lives in ten of the 
whole Race of them: Scarce a Boy in the Street but 
has in this Point out-done Hercules himſelf, who was 
famous for killing a Monſter that had but thines: Lives. 
Whether the unaccountable Animoſity againſt this 
uſeful Domeſtic may be any Cauſe of the general Per- 

ſecution 
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ſecution of Orot, (who are à Sort of feathered Cats) 
or whether it be only an unreaſonable Pique the Mo- 
derns have taken to a ſerious Countenance, I ſhall not 


determine; though I am inclined to believe the form- 


er; ſince J obſerve the whole Reaſon alledged for the 


Deſtruction of Frogs, is becauſe they are like Teads. 


Vet amidſt all the Misfortunes of theſe unfriendly 
Creatures, it is ſome Happinets that we have not yet 
taken a Faney to eat them: For ſhould our Country- 
men refine upon the French never ſo little, it is not to 
be conceived to what unheard-of Torments Oæoli, Cate, 


and Frogs may yet be referved. 


Whon we grow up to Man, we have another Sue 
ceſfion of, ſanguinary Sports; in particular Hunting. 
dare not attack a Diverſion which has ſuch Authority 
and Cultom to ſupport it, but muſt have Leave to be of 
Opinion, that the Avitations of that E xXerciie, with the 
Example and Number of the Chaters, not a little con- 
tribute to reſiſt thoſe Chest, which Compaffion woui 

naturally ſuggeſt in Behalf of the Animal puriued. Ner 


ſhall I ſay with Monſieur Lleury, that this Sport is 4 


Remain of the Gothic Barbarity ; but I muſt animac vert 
upon a certain Cuſtom yet in Uſe with us, and barh- 
rous enoughꝭ to be derived from the G or even th» 
Scythiaus; I mean the ſavage Compliment our Hunt! 


men paſs upon the Ladies of Quality, who are prefer ' 
at the Death of a Stag, when they put the Knife into 


their Hand to cut the Throat of a helpleſs, trembling, 
and weoping: Creature, 


weT bat. liet beneath the Knife, 
Looks up, and from her Butcher be 8 her Life. 


But if our Sports are deſtructive, our Glutteny is 


more ſo, and in a more inhuman Manner. Leb/{ers 


roaſted alive, Pigs whipt to Death, Fowls Jewed up, Are 
Teſtimonies of our outrageous Luxury. Thoſe who 
(as Seneca expreſſes it) divide their Lives betwixt an 


anxious Conſcience, and a paulcated Stomach, have 
K 2 a 
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a juſt Reward of their Gluttony in the Diſeaſes it 
brings with it : For human Savages, like other wild 
Beaſts, tind Snares and Poiſons in the Proviſions of 
Life, and are allured by their Appetites to their Deſ- 
truction. I know nothing more thocking or horrid 
than the Proſpect of one of their Kitchens covered 
with Blood, and filled with the Cries of Creatures ex- 
Piring in Tortures. It gives one an Image of the 
Giants Den in a Romance, beſtrewed with the ſcat- 
tered Heads and mangled Limbs of choſe who were 
ſlain by his Cruelty, 

The excellent Plutarch (who has more Strokes of 
Good- nature in his Writings than I remember in any 
Author) cites a Saying of Cato to this Effect, I hat 
it is no ealy Taſk to preach to the Belly, which bas no 


| Ears. Yet if (ſays he' we are aſhamed to be fo out of 


Faſhion, as not to offend, let us at leaſt offend with 
tome Diſcretion and Meaſure; If we kill an Animal 


for our Proviſion, let us do it with the Meltings of 


Compaſſion, and without tormenting it. Let us con- 
ſider, that it is in its own Nature Cruelty to put a liv- 


ing Creature to Death; we at leaſt deſtroy a Soul that 
has Senſe and Perception.“ In the Life of Cato the 


Cenfor, he takes Occaſion, from the ſcvere Diſpoſition 
in Man, to diſcourſe in this Manner : * It ought to be 
eſteemed a Happineſs to Mankind, that our Humanity 
has a wider Sphere to exert itſelf in, than bare Juſtice, 
It is no more than the Obligation of our very Birth to 
practiſe Equity to our Kind; but Humanity may be ex- 


tended through the whole Cadep of Creatures, even 


to the meaneſt : Such Actions of Charity are the O- 
verfiowings of a mild Good- nature on all below us. It 


is certainly the Part of a well-natured Man to take 


Care of his Horſes and Dogs, not only in ExpeCtation 
of their Labour, while they are Foals and Whelps, 


but even when their old Age has made them incapable 


of Service.” 
Hiſtory tells of a wiſe = polite Nation that re- 
jected a Perſon of the firſt Quality, who es for a jut- 


ticiary 
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ticiary Office, only becauſe he had been obſeryed in his 
Youth to take Pleaſure in tearing and murdering Birds. 
And of another that expelled a Man out of the Senate, 
for daſhing a Bird againſt the Ground which had taken 
Shelter in his Boſom. 

Every one knows how remarkable the Turks are for 
their Humanity of this Kind: I remember an Arabian 
Author, who had written a T reatiſe, to ſhew how far 
a Man, ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in a deſart Iſland, 
without any Inſtruction, or ſo much as the Sight ot 
any other Man, may, by the pure Light of Nature, 
attain the Knowledge of Philoſophy and Virtue. One 
of the firſt Things he makes him obſerve is, that uni- 


verſal Benevolence of Nature in the Protection and 


Preſervation of its Creatures. In Imitation of which, 
the firſt Act of Virtue he thinks this ſelf-taught Philo- 
ſopher would of Courſe fall into, is to relieve and aſi 
all the Animals about him in their Wants and Dit. 
trefles, 
In Dryden s Ovid are 3 very tender and kahle 
Lines app: cable to this Occation : * 47) 


The Sheep was erte d on no Pretence, 
- But meck and unrefifting Innocence : 
A patient, uſeful Creature, born to bear 
The warm and woolly Fleece, that cloath'd her 
Murd' rer 4 
And daily to give down the Milk ſhe bred 
A Tribute for the Graſs on which ſhe fed. 
Living, both Food and Raiment ſhe ſuppliee, 
And is of leaſt Advantage when ſhe dies. 
How did the toiling Ox his Death deſerves? 
A downright ſimple Drudge, and born to ſerve. 
O Tyrant, with what Juſtice can'ſt thou hope 
The Promiſe of the Year, a plenteous Crop; 
When thou deſtroy'd thy labouring Steer, who till'd, 
And plough'd with Pain, thy eife ungratetul Field | 
From his yet reeking Neck to draw the Yoke, 


1 hat Neck with which the furly Clods he broke; 
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And to the Hatchet yield thy Huſba®"dman, 
Who finifh'd Autumn, and the Spring began. 


7 ow ww ĩ ow: | — w -” — - 223 2 = „„ 


What more Advance can Mortals make in Sin, 
So near Perfection, who with Blood begin? 

Deaf to the Calf that lies beneath the Knife, 
looks up, and from her Butcher begs her Life. 


All Methods to procure thy Mercy tries, 
And imitates m vain the Children s Cries. 


Deaf to the harmleſs Kid, that, e'er he dies, | 


Perhaps that Voice or Cry ſo nearly rafembling the 


human, with which Providence has endued fo many 
different Animals, might purpoſely: be given them to 
move our Pity, and prevent thoſe Cruelties we are too 
ap & to init on our Fellow Creatures. 
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At Dead of Night imperial Reaſon fleeps , 
And Fancy with her Train looſe Figils keeps. | Dx YDEN, 


WAS laft Week taking a ſolitary Walk in the Gar- 
1 dens of Lincoln's Inn, (a Favour that is indulged 
me by ſeveral of the Benchers who are my intimate 
Friends, and grown old with me in this Netghbour- 
hood) when, according to the Nature of Men in Years, 
who have made but little Progreſs in the Advancement 


of their Fortunes or their Fame, I was repining on the 


fudden Riſe of many Perſons who are my Juniors, and 
indeed at the une qual Diſtribution of Wealth, Hon- 
our, and all other Bleſſings of Life. TI was loſt in this 
Thought, when the Night came upon me, and drew 
my Mind into a far more agreeable Contemplation. 
'The Heaven above me appeared in all its Glories, and 
reſented me with ſuch a Hemiſphere of Stars, 5 

made 
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made the moſt agreeable Proſpect imaginable to one 
who delights in the Study of Nature. It happened to 
be a freezing Night, which had purified the whole 
Body of Air into ſuch a bright tranſparent Æther, as 
made every Conſtellation viſible; and at the ſame 
Time gave fucha particular Glowing to the Stars, that 
I thought it the richeſt Sky I had ever ſeen. I could 
not but behold a Scene ſo wonderfully adorned and 
lifted up, (if I may be allowed that Expreſſion) with- 
out ſuitable Meditations on the Author of ſuch illuſ- 
trious and amazing Objects. For on thefe Occaſions, 
Philoſophy ſuggefts Motives to Religion, and Religion 
adds Pleaſure to Philoſophy. $72 e 
As ſoon as I had recovered my uſual Temper and 
Serenity of Soul, I retired to my Lodgings, with the 
Satisfaction of having paſſed away a few Hours in the 
proper Employment of a reaſonable Creature; and 
promiſing myſelf that my Slumbers would be ſweet, 1 
no ſooner fell into them but I dreamed a Dream, or 
ſaw a Viſion, (for I know not which to call it) that 
ſeemed to riſe out of my Evening Meditation, and had 
| ſomething in it fo ſolemn and ſerious, that I cannot 
forbear communicating it; though I muſt confeſs the 
Wildneſs of Imagination (which in a Dream is always 

looſe and irregular) diſcovers itſelf too much in ſeveral 
Parts of it. - . TR 
Methought I ſaw the ſame azure Sky diverſified 
with the-ſame glorious Luminaries which had enter- 
tained me a little before I fell aſleep. I was lookinp 
very attentively on that Sign in the Heavens which is 
called by the Name of the Balance, when on a ſudden 
there appeared in it an extraordinary Light, as.if the 
Sun ſhould riſe at Midnight. By its increaſing in 
Breadth and Luſtre, I ſoon found that it approached 
towards the Earth; and at length could diſcern ſome- 
thing like a Shadow hovering in the Midſt of a great 
Glory, which in a little 'Vime after I diſtinctly perceiv- 
ed to be the Figure of a Woman. I fancied at firſt 
it might have been the Angel, or Intelligence that 
guided 


116 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


guided the Conſtellation from which it deſcended ; but 
upon a nearer View, I ſaw about her all the Emblems 
with which the Goddefs of Juſtice is uſually deſcribed. 
Her Countenance was unſpeakably awful and majeſtic, 
but exquiſitely beautiful to thoſe whoſe Eyes were 
ſtrong enough to behold it; her Smiles tranſported 
with Rapture, her Frowns terrified to Deſpair. She 
held in her Hand a Mirror, endowed with the ſame 
Qualities as that which the Painters put into the Hand 


of Truth. | 


There ſtreamed from it a Light, which diſtinguiſh- 


ed itſelf from all the Splendor that ſurrounded her, 


more than a Flaſh of Lightning ſhines in the Midſt 
of Day-light. As ſhe moved it in her Hand, it bright- 
ened the Heavens, the Air, or the Earth, When ſhe 


Had deſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and heard by Mor- 


tals, to make the Pomp of her Appearance more ſup- 
Portable, ſhe threw Darkneſs and Clouds about her, 


that tempered the Light into a Thouſand beautiful 


Shades and Colours, and multiplied that Luſtre, which 


before was too ſtrong and dazzling, into a Variety of 
milder Glories. oy | ; Tail 


In the mean Time the World was in an Alarm, 
and all the Inhabitants of it gathered together upon a 


ſpacious Plain; ſo that I ſeemed to have the whole 


Species before my Eyes. A Voice was heard from the 


Clouds, declaring the Intention of this Viſit, which 


was to reſtore and appropriate to every one living what 


was his Due. 'The Fear and Hope, Joy and Sorrow, 


which appeared in that great Aſſembly after this ſolemn 
Declaration, are not to be exprefſed. The firſt Edict 


vas then pronounced, That all Titles and Claims to 


Riches and Eſtates, or to any Part of them, ſbould be im- 


mediately weſled in the rightful Owner. Upon this, the 
Inhabitants of the Earth held up the Inſtruments of 
their Tenures, whether in Parchment, Paper, Wax, 
or any other Form of Conveyance; and as the God- 
deſs moved the Mirror of Truth, which ſhe held in 
her Hand, ſo that the Light which- flowed from it fell 

| upon 
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upon the Multitude, they examined the ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments by the Beams of it: The Rays of the Mirror 
had a particular Quality of ſetting Fire to all Forgery 
and Falſhood. The Blaze of Papers, the Melting of 
Seals,. and the Crackling of Parchments, made a' very 
odd Scene. The Fire very often ran through two or 
three Lines only, and then ſtopped. Though I could 
not but obſerve the Flames chiefly broke out among 
the Interlineations, and Codicils; the Light. of the 
Mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced into all 
the dark Corners and Receſſes of the Univerſe, and by 
that Means detected many Writings and Records, 
which had been hidden or buried by Time, Chance, or 
Deſign. This occaſioned a wonderful Revolution a- 
mong the People. At the firſt Time, the Spoils of 
Extortion, Fraud, Robbery, with all the Fruits of 
| Bribery and Corruption, were thrown together into a 
prodigious Pile, that almoſt reached to the Clouds, 
and was called the Mount of Reflitution ; to which all 
injured Perſons were invited, to receive what belonged 
„% QQ FAY f ene 
One might ſee Crowds of People in tattered Gar- 
ments come up, and change Cloaths with others that 
were dreſſed with Lace and Embroidery. Several 
who were Plumbs, or very near it, became Men of 
moderate Fortunes; and many others, who were over- 
grown in Wealth and Pofleffions, had no more left 
that what they uſually ſpent, W hat moved my Con- 
cern moſt, was to ſee a certain Street of the greateſt 
Credit in Europe, from one End to the other become 
Bankrupt. - J!; 8 
The next Command was for the whole Body of 
Mankind'to ſeparate themſelves into their proper Fa- 
milies ; Which was no ſooner done, but an Ediét was 


iſſued out, requiring all Children ts repair to their true 


and natural Fathers. This put a great Part of the Aſ- 
tembly in Motion: for as the Mirror was moved over 
them, it inſpired every one with ſuch a natural Inſtinct, 
as directed them to their real Parents. It was a very 

| melancholy 
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.melancholy SpeCtacle to ſee the Fathers of very large 
Families become childlels, and Bachelors undone by 
a Charge of Sons and Daughters. You might ſee a 
preſumptuous Heir of a great Eſtate aſk Bleſſings of his 
Coachman; and a celebrated Toaſt paying her Duty 
to a Valet de Chambre. Many, under V ows of Ceh- 
bacy, appeared ſurrounded with a numerous Iſſue. 
The Change of Parentage would have cauſed great 
Lamentation, but that the Calamity was pretty com- 
mon; and that generally thoſe who loſt their Children 
had the Satisfaction of ſeeing them put into the Hands 
of their deareſt Friends. Men were no ſooner ſettled 
in their Right to their Pofleflions and their Progeny, 
but there was a third Order proclaimed, that all the 
Poſts of Dignity and Honour in the Univerſe Mould be 
conferred on Perſens of the greateſt Merit, Abilities, and 


Perfeftions, l he Handſome, the Strong, and the 


Wealthy, immediately prefled forward; but not be- 
ing able to bear the Splendor of the Mirror which 
played upon their Faces, they immediately fell back 
upon the Crowd : But as the Goddeſs tried the Mul- 


titude by her Glaſs, as the Eagle does its young Ones 
by the Luſtre of the Sun, it was remarkable, that 
every one turned away his Face from it, who had not 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf either by Virtue, Knowledge, or 
Capacity in Buſineſs, either military or civil. This 
ſele& Aſſembly was drawn up- in the Center of a pro- 
digious Multitude, which was diffuſed on all Sides, 
and ſtood obferving them, as idle People uſed to gather 
about a Regiment that were exercifing their Arms. 


They were drawn up in three Bodies: In the firſt 
were the Men of Virtue ; in the ſecond, the Men of 


Knowledge; and in the third, the Men of Buſinels. 


It was impoſlible to look at the firſt Column without 


a ſecret Veneration, their Aſpects were ſo ſweetened 
with Humanity, raiſed with Contemplation, embold- 
ened with Reſolution, and adorned with the moſt a- 
greeable Airs, which are thoſe that proceed from ſe- 


cret Habits of Virtue. I could not but take Notice, 


that 
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that there were many. Faces among them which were 
unknown, not only to the Multitude, but even to ſe- 

veral of their own Bod. 6 £39 , 
In the {ſecond Column, conſiſting of the Men of 
Knowledge, there had been great Diſputes before they 
fell into their Ranks, which they did not do at laſt, 
without the poſicive Command of the Goddeſs who 
preſided over the Aſſembly. She had ſo ordered it, 
that Men of the greateſt Genius and ftrongeſt Senſe 
Were placed at the Head of the Column: Behind theſe 
were ſuch as had formed their Minds very much on the 
Thoughts and Writings of others. In the Rear of 
the Column were Men who had more Wit than Senſe, 
or more Learning than Underſtanding. All living 
Authors of any Value were ranged in one of theſe 
Claſſes; but I muſt confeſs I was very much ſurpriſed 
to ſee a great Body of Editors, Critics, Commentators, 
and Grammarians, meet with ſo very ill a Reception. 
They had formed themſelves into a Body, and with a a 

great deal of Arrogance demanded the firſt Station in 
the Column of Knowledge; but the Goddeſs, inſtead 
of complying with the Requeſt, clapped them all into 
| Liveries, and bid them know themſelves for no.other 
but the Lackies of the Learned, > 
The third Column were Men of Buſineſs, and con- 
ſiſted of Perſons of military and civil Capacities. The 
former marched out from the reſt, and placed them- 
ſelves in the Front; on which the other ſhook their 
Heads at them, but did not think fit to diſpute the 
Poſt with them. I could not but make ſeveral Obſer- 
rations upon chis laſt Column of People; but I have 
certain private Reaſons why I do not think fit to com- 
municate them to the Public. In order to fill up all 
the Poſts of Honour, Dignity, and Profit, there was 
a Draught made out of each Column of Men, who 
were Maſters of all the three Qualifications in ſome 
Degree, and were preferred to Stations of the firſt 
Rank. The ſecond Draught was made out of ſuch as 
were poſſeſſed of any two of the Qualifications, who 
were 


* 
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were diſpoſed of in Stations of » ſecond Dignity, 
Thoſe who were left, and were endowed only with 
one of them, had their ſuitable Poſts. When this 
was over, there remained many Places of Truft and 
Profit unfilled, for which there were freth Draughts 
made out of the ſurrounding Multitude, who had any 
Appearance of thoſe Excellencies, or were recom- 
mended by thoſe who poſſeſſed them in Reality. | 
All were ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many new Faces in the 
moſt eminent Dignities; and for my own Part, I was 


( 

| 

very well pleaſed to ſee all my Friends either kept their | 

eſent Poſts, or were advanced to higher. 1 — 

Having filled my Paper with thofe Particulars of my 

Viſion which. concern the Male Part of Mankind, 1 0 

muſt referve for another Occaſion the Sequel of it, = 
which relates to the Fair Sex. CEE | 
3 . ä — — | 

A Continuation of the VISION. p 
|; | 985 t: 
= - Dreams are but Interludzs which Fancy makes, | S 

|; Hhen Monarch Reaſon fleeps,—this Mimic wakes : 

| Compounds a Medley of disjointed Things, 5 
A Court of Cobler;—and a Mob of Kings. DRYDEN. : 

| 

HE Male World were diſmiſſed by the Goddeſs 0 

of Juſtice and diſappeared, when on a Sudden 8 

the whole Plain was covered with Women. So charm- b 

mg a Multitude filled my Heart with - unſpeakable W 
Pleaſure; and as the celeſtial Light of the Mirror tl 
ſhone upon their Faces, ſeveral of them ſeemed rather fr 
Perſons that deſcended in the Train of the Goddeſs, x 

than ſuch as were brought before her for their Trial. 0 

The Clack of Tongues, and Confuſion of Voices, in te 

this new Aſſembly, were ſo very great, that the God- b. 

deſs was obliged to command Silence ſeveral Times, Oh 

0 


and with ſome Severity, before ſhe could make them 


attentive to the Ediéts. They were all ſenſible, oy 
tac 
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the moſt important Affair among Womankind was 
then to be ſettled, which every one knows to be the 
Point of Place. This had raiſed innumerable Diſputes 
among them, and put the whole Sex into a Tumult. 
Every one produced her Claim, and pleaded her Pre- 
tenſions. Birth, Beauty, Wit, or Wealth, were 
Words that rang in my Ears from all Parts of the 
Plain. Some boaſted of the Merit of their Huſbands ; 
others of their own Power in governing them. Some 
pleaded their unſpotted Virginity ; o:hers. their nu- 
merous Iſſue. Some valued themſelves as they were 
the Mothers, and others as they were the Daughters - 
of confiderable Perſons. There was not a fingle Ac- 
compliſhment unmentioned, or unpractiſed. The 
whole Congregation was full of ſinging, dancing, toſ- 
ſing, ogling, ſpeaking, ſmiling, ſighing, fanning, 
frowning, and all thoſe other irrefiitible Arts which 
Women put in Practice to captivate the Hearts of rea- 
ſonable Creatures. The Goddeſs, to end the Dii- 
pute, cauſed it to be proclaimed, that every one ſhould 
take Place according as ſhe was more or leſs beauti- 
ful. ö 
This Declaration gave great Satisfaction to the 
whole Aſſembly, which immediately bridled up, and 
appeared in all its Beauties. Such as believed them- 
ſelves graceful in their Motions, found an Occaſion 
of falling back, advancing forward, or making a falſe 
Step, that they might ſhew their Perſons in the moſt 
becoming Air. Such as had fine Necks and Boſoms, 
were wonderfully curious to look over the Heads of 
the Multitude, and obſerve the moſt diſtant Parts of 
the Aſſembly. Several clapped their Hands on their 
Foreheads, as helping their dight to look upon the 
Glories that ſurrounded the Goddeſs, but in Reality 
to ſhew fine Hands and Ams. The Ladies were yet 
better pleaſed when they heard, that in the Deciſion 
of this great Controverſy, each of them ſhould be her 
own Judge, and take her Place according to her own 
L -- Jp mmon 
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Opinion of herſelf, when ſhe conſulted her Looking- 
glaſs. 


The Goddeſs then let down the Mirror of Truth in 
a Golden Chain, which appeared larger in Proportion 
as it deſcended and approached nearer to the Eyes of 
the Beholders. It was the particular Property of this 
Looking-glaſs to baniſh all falſe Appearances, and 


thew People what they really are. The whole Woman 


was repreſented, without Regard to the uſual external 
Features, which were made entirely conformable to 
their real Characters. In ſhort, the moſt accompliſh- 
ed (taking the whole Circle of Female Perfections) 
were the moſt beautiful; and the moſt defective, the 
moſt deformed. The Goddeſs fo varied the Motion 


of the Glafs, and placed it in ſo many different 


Lights, that each had an Opportunity of ſeeing her- 
ſelf in it. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Rage, the Pleaſure, 
or Aſtonithaient, that appeared in each Face upon 


its Repreſentation in the Mirror ; Multitudes ſtarted 
at their own-Form, and would have broken the Glaſs 


if they could have reached it. Many ſaw their bloom- 


ing Featutes wither as they looked upon them, and 
their Self-admiration turned into a Loathing and Ab- 


horrence, The Lady who was thought ſo agreeable 
in her Anger, and was ſo often celebrated for a Wo- 
man of Fire and Spirit, was frighted at her.own Image, 
and fancied ſhe ſaw a Fury in the Glaſs. The inter- 


eſted Miſtreſs beheld a Harpy, and the ſubtle Jilt a 
Sphynx. I was very much troubled in my own Heart 
to ſee ſuch a Deſtruction of fine Faces; but at the 


ſame Time had the Pleaſure of ſeeing ſeveral improved, 
which | had before looked upon as the greateſt Maſter- 
Piece of Nature. I o ſerved, that ſome few were ſo 
humble as to be ſurprized at their. own Charms ; and 
that many a one, who had lived in the Retirement 
and Severity of a Veſtal, ſhined forth in all the Gra- 
ces and Attractions of a Syren. I was raviſhed at the 


Sight of a particular Image in the Mirror, which J 
thought 
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thought the moſt beaarfin Object that my Eyes ever 
beheld. . There was ſomething more than human in 
her Countenance : Her Eyes were fo full of Light, 


that they ſeemed to beaurify every Thing they Ilcoked 
upon. Her Face was ſo enlivened with ſuch a forid 
Bloom, as 'did not fo properly ſeem the Mark of 


Health, as of Immortality. Her Shape, her Stature, 
and her whole Mien, were ſuch as diſtinguiſhed her 
even there, where the whole Fair Sex were aſſembled. 
I was impatient to ſee the Lady repreſented by ſo 
divine an Image, whom I found to be the Perſon that 


ſtood at my Right-hand, and in the ſame Point of 
View with myſelf. This was a little old Woman, 
who in her Prime had been about five Feet high, 
though at preſent ſhrunk to about three Quarters of 
that Meaſure : Her natural Aſpect was puckered up 


with Wrinkles, and her Head covered with grey Hairs. 


J had obſerved all along an innocent Chearfulneſs in 


her Face, which was now heightened into Rapture, 


as ſhe beheld herſelf in the Glaſs. It was an odd Cir- 
cumſtance in my Dream, (but I cannot forbear relatin 
it) I conceived ſo great an Inclination towards her, that 


J had Thoughts of diſcourſing her upon the Point of 
Marriage, when on a ſudden ſhe was carried from 


me; for the Word was now given, that all who were 


pleaſed with their own Images, ſhould ſeparate, and 
place themſelves at the Head of their Sex. 

This Detachment was afterwards divided into three 
Bodies, conſiſting of Maids, Wives, and Widows ; 
the Wives being placed in the Middle, with the Maids 
on the Right, and the Widows on the Left ; though 
it was with Difficulty that theſe two laſt Bodies were 
hindered from falling into the Center. This Separa— 


tion of thoſe who liked their Real-ſelves, not having 


lefſened the Number of the main Body fo conſiderably 
as it might have been wiſhed, the Goddeſs, after bav- 
ing drawn up her Mirror, though fit to make new Dil- 
tinctions among thoſe who did not like the Figures 
which they ſaw in it. She made ſeveral wholeſome 
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Edicts, which are flipt out of my Mind; but there 
were two which dwelt upon it, as being very extra- 
ordinary 1 in their Kind, and executed with great Se- 
verity. Their Deſign was, to make an Example of 
two Extremes in the Female World; of thoſe who 
were very ſevere on the Conduct of others, and of 
thoſe who were very regardleſs of their own. The 
firſt Sentence therefore the Goddeſs pronounced, was, 
that all Females addicted to Cenſoriouſneſs and Detrac- 
tion, ſhould loſe the Uſe of Speech; a Puniſhment 
which would be moſt grievous to the Offender, and, 
what ſhould be the End of all Puniſhments, effectual 
for rooting out the Crime. Upon this Edict, which 
was as ſoon executed as publiſhed, the Noiſe of 
this Aſſembly very confiderably bated. It was a 


melancholy Spectacle to ſee ſo many who had the 


Reputation of rigid Virtue ſtruck dumb. A Lady 


who ſtood, by me, and ſaw my Concern, told me, ſhe 
wondered how I could be concerned for ſuch a Pac 


of I found by the ſhaking of her Head, ſhe 
was going to give me their Characters; but by her ſay- 
ing no more, I perceived ſhe had loſt the Command 
of her Tongue. This Calamity fell very heavy upon 


that Part of Women who are diſtinguiſhed by the 


Name of Prudes, a courtly Word for Female Hypo- 
crites, who have a ſhort Way of being virtuous, by 
thewing that others are vicious. The ſecond Sentence 
was then pronounced againſt the looſe Part of the Sex, 


that al! ſhould immediately be pregnant, who in any 
Part of their Life had run the Hazard of it. This 


produced a very goodly Appearance, and revealed ſo 


many Miconducéts, that made thoſe who were lately 
ſtzuck dumb, repine more than ever at their Want 
of Utterance; though at the ſame Time (as Afflic- 
tions ſeldom come fingle) many af the Mutes weie 
alſo ſeized with this new Calamity. The Ladies were 
now in ſuch a Condition, that they would have want- 
cd Room, had not the Plain been large enough to let 


them divide their Ground, and extend their Lines 0 
a 
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all Sides. It was a ſenſible Affliction to me, to ſee 
ſuch a Multitude of Fair Ones either dumb or big- 
bellied. But I was ſomething more at Eaſe, when I 
found that they agreed upon ſeveral Regulations to co - 
ver ſuch Misfortunes. Among others, that it ſhould 
be an eftabliſhed Maxim in all Nations, that a Wo- 
man's firſt Child might come into the World within 
ſix Months after the Acquaintance with her Huſband ; 
and that [Grief might retard the Birth of her laſt till 
fourteen Months after his Deceaſe. 

This Viſion laſted till my uſual Hour of waking; 
which I did with ſome Surprize to find mvſelf alone, 
after having been engaged almoſt a whole Night in ſo 
prodigious a Multitude. I could not but reflect with 
Wonder, at the Partiality and Extravagance of my 
Viſion ; which, according to my Thoughts, had not 
done Juſtice to the dex. If Virtue in Men is. more 
venerable, it is in Women more lovely; which Mil- 
ton has very finely expreſſed in his Parad' + Loft, where 
Adam, ſpeaking of Ewe, after having exerted his own 
Pre-eminence, as being t in Creation and internal 
* a breaks out into the following Rapture: 


Vet when I approach 
Her 14 ſo abſolute ſhe ſeeme, 
And in herſelf compleat, fo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, belt : 
All higher Knowledge i in her Preſence falls 
Degraded. Wiſdom in Diſcourſe with her 
Loſes, diſcountenanc'd, and like Folly thews, 
Authority and Reaſon on her wait, 
As one intended firſt, not after made 
Occafionally,: And to conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of Mind and Nobleneſs, their Seat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an Awe 
About her, as a Guard angelic plac d. 
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No Life pleaſing ta Go p, that is not uſeful to Man. 
An Eaſtern STORY. 


Thus God and Nature link'd the gen' ral Frame, 
And bade Self-loave and Social be the FI, 


Fort. 


pleaſed the mighty Sovereign Abbas Cargftan, 
. whom the Kings of the Earth derive Honour 
and Dominion, to ſet Mirza his Servant over the 
Province of Tauric. In the Hand of Mirza, the Ba- 
lance of Diſtribution was ſplendid with Impartiality; 
and under his Adminiſtration the Weak were protect- 
ed, tlie Learned received Honour, and the Diligent 
became rich: Mirza, therefore, was beheld by every 
Eye with Complacency, and every Tongue pronounced 
Pleſſings on his Head. But it was obſerved that he 
derived no Joys from the Benefits which he diffuſed; 
he became penſive and melancholy; he ſpent bis Lei- 
ſure in Solitude; in his Palace he fat motionleſs upon 
a Sofa; and when he went out, his Walk was flow, 
and his Eyes were fixed upon the Ground: He applied 
to the Buſineſs of State with Reluctance; and refolved 
to relinquifh the Toils of Government, of which he 
could no longer enjoy the Reward. £ - 
He therefore obtained Permiſſion to approach the 
Throne of his Sovereign; and being aſked what was 
his Requeſt,” he made this Reply, © May the Lord 
of the World forgive the Slave whom he has honour- 
ed, if Mirza preſume again to lay the Bounty of Ab- 
bar at his Feet. Thou haſt given me the Dominion of 
a Country, fruitful as the Gardens of Damaſcus ;- and 
of a City, glorious above all others, except that only 
which reflects the Splendor of thy Preſence. But the 
longeſt Life is a Period fcarce ſufficient to prepare for 
Death: All other Buſineſs is vain and trivial, as 12 
01 
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Toil of Emmets in the Path of the Traveller, under 
whoſe Foot they periſh for ever; and all Enjoyment 
is unſubſtantial and evaneſcent, as the Colours of the 
Bow that appear in the Interval of a Storm. Suffer 
me, therefore, to prepare for the Approach of Eter- 
nity ; let me give up my Soul to Meditation; let Soli- 
tude and Silence acquaint me with the Myſteries of 
Devotion ; let me forget the World, and by the World 
be forgotten, till the Moment arrives in which the 
Veil of Eternity ſhall fall, and I ſhall be found at the 
Bar of the Almighty. „ Mirza then bowed himſelf 
to the Earth, and ſtood ſilent. 

By the Command of Abbas it is recorded; that at 
theſe Words he trembled upon that Throne, at. the 
Footſtool of which the World pays Homage : He look- 
ed round upon his Nobles ; but every Countenance was 


pale, and every Eye was upon the Earth. No Man 
opened his Mouth; and the King firſt broke Silence, 


after it had continued an hour. 

« Mirza, Terror and Doubt are come upon me: 
I am alarmed, as a Man who ſuddenly perceives that 
he is near the Brink of a Precipice,' and is urged for- 
ward by an irrefiftible Force; but yet I know not whe- 
ther my Danger is a Reality or a Dream. I am 


as thou art, a Reptile on the Earth ; my Life is a Mo- 


ment z and Eternity, in which Days, and Years, and 


Ages, are nothing, Eternity is before me, for which 


I alſo ſhould prepare : But by whom then muſt the 
Faithful be governed ? By thoſe only, who have no 
Fear of Judgment? By thoſe alone whoſe Life is bru- 


tal, -becauſe, like Brutes, they do not conſider that 


F they ſhall die? Or who, indeed, are the Faithful? 
Are the buſy Multitudes that croud the City, in a State 
of Perdition ?. And is the Cell of the Derviſe alone 
the Gate of. Paradiſe ? To all, the Life of a Derviſe is 


not poſſible ; To all, therefore, it cannot be a Duty. 


Depart: to the Houle which has in the City been pre- 
pared for thy Reſidence ; I ſhall meditate the Reaſon 


of thy Requeſt 3 and may he who illumes the * 
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of the Humble; enable me to determine With Wil 
dom! | 


2 2 e ed and on the third Day, having r. re- 
ceived no Commands, he again requeſted an Audience, 
and it was granted. When he entered the Royal Pre- 
ſence, his Countenance appeared more chearful; he 
drew a Letter from his Boſom, and having vided it, 
he prevented it with his Right-hand. 


« My Lord, ſaid he, I have learned by this Letter, 
which I received from Coſrou the Iman, who now 
ſtands before thee, in what Manner Life may be beſt 
improved. I am enabled to look back with Pleaſure, 
and forward with Hope; and I ſhall now rejoice till 
to be the Shadow of thy Power at Tauris, and to keep 
thoſe Honours which I fo lately wiſhed to reſign.“ 
The King, who had liſtened to Mirza with a Mixture 
of Surprize and Curioſity, immediately gave the Let- 
ter to Coſrou, and commanded that it ſhould be read. 
The Eyes of the Court were at once turned on the 
hoary Sage, whoſe Countenance was ſuffuſed with an 


honeſt Bluſh 3 and it was not without ſome Heſitation 


that he read theſe Words: :-.'? 
« To Mirza, whom the Wiſdom of N our 


mighty Lord has honoured with Dominion, be ever- 


laſting Health! When I heard thy Purpole to with- 
draw the Bleſſings of thy Government from the Thou- 


ſands of Tauris, my Heart was wounded with the Ar- 


row of Affliction, and my Eyes became dim with 
Sorrow. But who ſha l ſpeak before the King, when 


he is troubled ? And © Gig {hall boaſt, of Knowledge, 


when he is diſtreſſed by Doubt? To thee I will relate 


the Events of my Youth, which thou haſt renewed 


before me; and thoſe Truths which they taught me, 
may the Prophet multiply to thee. 

« Under the Inſtruction of the Phyſician Aluazer, 

I obtained an early Knowledge of his Art. To thoſe 

who were ſmitten with Diſeaſes, I could adminiſter 

Plants, 
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Plants, which the Sun had impregnated with the 
Spirit of Health. But the Scenes of Pain, Languor, 
and Mortality, which were perpetually riſing before 
me, made me often tremble for myſelf. I ſaw the 
Grave open at my Feet : I determined, therefore, to 
contemplate only the Regions beyond it, and to de- 
ſpiſe every Acquiſition which I could not keep. I 
conceived an Opinion, that as there was no Merit but 
a voluntary Poverty, and filent Meditation, thoſe who 
deſired Money were not proper Objects of Bounty; 
therefore Money was deſpiſed. I buried mine in the 
Earth; and renouncing Society, I wandered into a 
wild and ſequeſtered Part of the Country ; my Dwell- 


ing was a Cave by the Side of a Hill; I drank the run- 


ning Water from the Spring, and eat ſuch Fruits and 
Herbs as I could find. To increaſe the Auſterity of 
my Life, I frequently watched all Night, ting at 
the Entrance of the Cave with my Face to the Eaſt, 
reſigning myſelf to the ſecret Influences of the Pro- 


phet, and expecting I!'umination from above. One 


Morning after my nocturnal Vigil, juſt as I perceived 


the Horizon glow at the Approach of the Sun, the 


Power of Sleep became irreſiſtible, and I ſunk under 
it. I imagined myſelf ſtill fitting at the Entrance of 
my Cell; that the Dawn increaſed, and that as I look- 
ed earneſtly for the firſt Beam of Day, a dark Spot 


appeared to intercept it. I perceived that it was in 


Motion; it increaſed in Size as it drew near, and at 


length I diſcovered it to be an Eagle. I ſtill kept my 
Eye fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it, and ſaw it alight at a 


ſmall Diſtance, where I now deſcried a Fox, whoſe 
two Fore-legs appeared to be broken. Before this 
Fox the Eagle laid Part of a Kid, which it had brought 
in its Talons, and then diſappeared. When I awa- 


ked, I laid my Forehead upon the Ground, and bleſ- 


ſed the Prophet for the Inſtruction of the Morning. 
I reviewed my Dream, and ſaid thus to myſelf, “ C/ 
ron, thou haſt done well to renounce the Tumult, the 
Buſineſs, and the Vanities of Life ? but thou haſt as 
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yet only done it in Part: Thou art ſtill every Day 
buſied in the Search of Food; thy Mind is not wholly 
at Reſt, neither is thy Truſt in Providence complete. 

What art thou taught by this Viſion ? If thou haſt 
ſeen an Eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to feed a Fox 
that is lame, ſhall not the Hand of Heaven alto ſup- 
ply thee with Food; when that which prevents thee 
from procuring it to thyſelf, 3 is not Neceſſity, but De- 
votion ? I was now ſo confident of a miraculous Sup- 
ply, that I neglected to walk out for my Repaſt, 

which, after the firft Day, I expected with an Impa- 


tience that left me little Power of attending to any 


other Object: This Impatience, however, I laboured 
to ſuppreſs, and perſiſted in my Reſolution ; but my 
Eyes at length began to fail me, and my Knees ſmote 
each other; I threw myſelf backward, and hoped my 
Weakneſs would ſoon increaſe to Inſenſibility. But 
I was ſuddenly rouſed by the Voice of an inviſible 
Being, who pronounced theſe Words: Coſrou, 1 
am the Angel who, by the Command of the Almighty, 
have regiſtered the Thoughts of thy Heart, which I 
am now commiſſioned to reprove. Whilſt thou waſt 
attempting to become wiſe above that Which is reveal- 
ed, thy Folly has perverted the Inſtructions which 
were vouchſafed to thee. Art thou diſabled as the 
Fox ? Haſt thou not rather the Powers of the Eagle. 
Ariſe, let the Eagle be the Object of thy Emulation. 


To Pain and Sickneſs be thou again the Meſſenger of 


Eaſe and Health. Virtue is not Reſt but Action. If 
thou doſt Good to Man, as an Evidence of thy Love 
to God, thy Virtue will be exalted from moral to di- 
vine; and that Happineſs, which is the Pledge of 
Paradiſe, will be thy Reward upon Earth.“ 


% At theſe Words I was not leſs aſtoniſhed than | 


if a Mountain had been overturned at my Feet. I 
humbled myſelf in the Duſt; I returned to the City 3 
I dug up my Treaſure; I was liberal, yet I became 


rich. My Skill in reſtoring Health to the Body, gave 


me frequent Opportunities of curing the Difeales 8 
the 
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the. Soul. I put on the ſacred Veſtments; I grew 
eminent beyond my Merit; and it was the Pleaſure of 
the King that I ſhould ſtand: before him. Now, there- 
fore, be not offended ; I boaſt of no Knowledge that 
I have not received: As the Sands of the Deſart 
drink up the Drops of Rain, or the Dew of the 
Morning; ſo do alſo, who am but Duſt, imbibe the 
Inſtructions of the Prophet. Believe, then, that it 1s 
he who tells thee, all Knowledge is prophane which 
terminates in thyſelf ; and by a Life waſted in Spegu- 
lation, little even of this can be gained. When the 


Gates of Paradiſe are thrown open before thee, thy 


Mind ſhall be irradiated in a Moment; here thou canſt 
little more than pile Error upon Error ; there thou ſhalt 
build 'Truth upon Truth Wait, therefore, for the 
glorious Viſion ; and in the mean Time emulate the 
Eagle. Much is in thy Power and, therefore, much 
18 eee of thee. Though the Almighty only can 
give Virtue; yet, as a Prince, thou mayſt ſtimulate 


thoſe to Beneficence who act from no higher Motive 


than immediate Intereſt; thou canſt not produce the 
Principle, but mayſt enforce the Practice. The Re- 
lief of the Poor is equal, whether they receive it from 
Oltentation, or Charity; and the Effect of Example 
is the ſame, whether it be intended to obtain the Fa- 
vour of God or Man. Let thy Virtue be thus dif- 
fuſed; and if thou believeſt with Reverence, thou 
ſhalt be accepted above. Farewell. May the Smile 
of Him who reſides in the Heaven of Heavens be up- 


on thee! And againſt thy Name in the Volume of 


His Will, may Happineſs be written !” 

The King, whole Doubts, like thoſe of Mirza, 
were now removed, looked up with a Smile that com- 
municated the Joy of his Mind. He diſmifled the 
Prince to his Government; and commanded thoſe 
Events to be recorded, to the End that Poſterity may 
know, That no Life is pleaſing to God, but that 
which 3 is uſeful to Mankind!“ 


1 7 VL 
—— — — —— — 


. _ . — — * 
n 
8 —— — — — — uml 
F —— —— " — op ee EI 


— 2 ,. . 


. — — 


—TTTPP—T—T—TTTPT0TCTbT0TTTT TE I I OE AE Tg 22 


8 ” -» 
* — — == . 
— — q = — S _ . 2 7 r 
* — 2 * < . SY * 2 - — 2 -- — 1 — — 
TT ˙ - — — - —. r 
S oe tre OY 3 — — : = — — — ——— — 
ado — ri. 


1 


. nt Cee er EEE” oo ern 
-— —_ "> Ee Hz 


. 


. 


3 
—— 


= jo 92 
— 


Wr 


— Ie AZ — 4 

CCC. ˙ — v] oy 5 ooh Ms 
r 

r * 
3 

6. ui. 


_ 2 TT 
. rr 4 
A 2 * a argu” Eo Br 
* . cape fi av, 
— * 2 w — 4 7 wah Bl 72 
a. >: —— PL . 
— LS „„ wo 5 


. LA NEO CO 
= — — 24 


132 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


The JUDGMENT of COMMON SENSE, 
A VIS 10 x. 


No Gloſs or 8 abill avail, 
But Truth and Fuſtice here prevail... R. 


WAS the other Day buried in the deepeſt Con- 
templation, on reading that Paper of the Guardian, 
in which we are repreſented with a View of that im- 
partial Court of Juſtice in the infernal Regions where 
| Mankind (according to the ancient Mythology) are 
ſuppoſed to be dealt with in Proportion to their good 
or evil Actions while on Earth: In the Midſt of this 


Reverie, I was ſeized with a profound Sleep, when 
methought I was in that Part of the lower Regions I 


had been reading of. The great Hurry and Fatigue 
of Buſineſs, made Minos (who then fat as Judge) to 
be deſirous of ſome Reſpite; for which Reafon he 
left Common Senſe, lately arrived from the upper 
World, to officiate in his Room. 

The firſt who appeared before this new Subſtitute 
of Minor, was a Figure that approached with an eaſy 
 Afurance in his Countenance ; he ſmiled an the Court 
with a ſeeming Complaceney, and laid Claim to Z#!y- 
um, from the many generous and friendly Actions of 

his Life. No public Subſcription was attempted, but 
he was among the firſt to encourage it; no Acquain= 


tance in D {tr eſs, but he contributed to their Relief: 


In ſhort, he was looked upon, while on Earth, as a 
humane, generous Man, beloved by his Neighbours, 
and eſteemed by his Acquaintances ;—but on further 
Examination it was proved, that this very Perſon was 
mean enough to become Slave to a Party for a Penſion; 


that tho' ſeemingly humane to Individuals, he was a Be- 


trayer and Ruiner of his Country's Intereſt, and that 
his 


. = — Y — — 4. >. Py A eh =. Fa A fed 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 133 


his ſeeming Virtues proceeded not from any Goodneſs 
of Heart, but an Oſtentation, to keep up the empty 
Shew of conſequential Grandeur; on which Commer 
Senſe with a Look of Severity, telling him, that of all 
Cruelty, that towards the Public was the moſt unpar- 
donable, nodded towards a black Officer on the Lett 
to take him into Cuſtody ; which was no ſooner done, 
than another Ghoſt was brought forward, who amazed 
the whole Court with his unaccountable indolent Be- 


haviour. When aſked to what Purpoſe he had lived 


fifty-three Years and ſome odd Months; in the moſt 
careleſs pick-tooth Manner, with his Eyes half ſhut, 
he replied, None: And being told that was not a ſa- 
tisfactory Anſwer, he retorted with a Gape, — Perhaps 


fo. In.a Word, he was found to be ſuch a one as 
Prior e 


He ſoundly flept the night aavay, 
And 71 did nothing all the Day, 


This pretty Gentleman being indorines that In- 
dolence was not the Road to Ehſium, was ordered 
to caſt off to the Left. To him ſucceeded a firſt 
Miniſter of State: But it being proved on his Trial, 
that Nature had deſigned him for a Juggler, and 


that he had by Miſtake been forced to animate the 


wrong Body, he was remanded back again to Earth, 
to ſhine in his proper Sphere. I was buried in 
Thought for ſome Time at what I ſaw, when I awake:! 
out of my Reverie, at the Appearance of. a Ghoſt, 
with a bloated Countenance, who, on being alked 
what Sort of a Life he had led, anſwered a ver 


harmleſs one; that from the Mament he had come 


to his Eſtate, he had never known what it was to 
be thoroughly ſober ; and that he had conſequently 
been a great Friend to his Country by promoting the 
Fxciſe; and as it was his Fortune to be taken off 
in a drunken Fit, he humbly hoped he might be 
wakes among thoſe who died in the Service of their 


ML Country, 
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Country. The Court was ſome Time puzzled to 
find out a proper Puniſhment for a Life ſo ſcandal- 
ouſly miſpent : They knew Flames would be thrown 
away upon him; but at length, his Station was fixed 
among the Suicides, the molt diſmal, melancholy Spot 
in Hell. 

Quite different from the former, was the next that 
was. called upon: It was a young Creature with an 
unſpeakable Innocence and Sweetneſs in her Counte- 
Nance, attended with a Melancholy and Wannels, 
which ſeemed deeply rooted in her. When the uſual 
Queſtion was put, inſtead of anſwering, the burſt 
into a Flood of Tears, nor was ſhe able to utter one 
Word; but a neighbouring Ghoſt, who happened to 
arrive about the fame Time, informed Commen Senſe 
that ſhe had an unblemithed Character, and was uni- 
. verſally eſteemed for her Good-nature and Senſe, till 
unfortunately ſhe had given Credit to the Proteſta- 


tions of a young Gentleman, who had vowed in the 


moſt ſacred Manner to make her his Bride; but after 
gaining his Ends, had baſcely deſerted her, which 
flung her into a Melancholy that foon put an End to 
her Life. The whole Court was moved at the Re- 
lation; but Common Senſe telling her ;the had already 
ſufficiently expiated for her Credulity, and that the 
Villain who betrayed her was principally to anſwer for 
the Crime, ordered the Keeper. of Mum to take her 
into his Protection; which he bad no ſooner. done, 
than Sorrow fled away, her Bloom returned, and Mo- 
deſty and Lovelineſs thone with the moſt becoming 
Sweetneſs. Upon ſeeing this a whole Shoal of, Coquetts 
flocked to their I rials, not doubting to meet with 
the fame good Fortune; bit their Gambols had no o- 
ther Effect on Common Seine, than to haſten their 
filing off to the Left. As for Fops, Methodiſts, Jan - 
ſeniſts, Humbuggers, and others of the ſame Species, 
as they were known Enemies to Common Sen/e, their 
Trials were deferred till the Return of Mines, leſt 
Juſtice from him might ſeem partial. What feemed 
to 
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to me remarkable was, that Comman Senſe often miſtook 
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M-thodifts for Janſeniſts, and Janſeniſts for Metho- 
diſts; ſo greatly-ſeemed to him the Reſemblance be- 
tween thoſe two Sectaries. 


Room was now made for a L2dy of Figure, who 
prefied forward with an eaſy Freedom in her Air, that. 


beſpoke her uſed to the beſt of Company. The 
Queſtion Icing put, the declared ſhe had led a Lite 
quite gay and polite : That D:ums, Routs, Balls, In- 
trigues, Drels, &c; had taken up her whole inte, 
and that in the End the had died a e tor: Ber 
Politeneſs dy a violent Cold the had got at à Mat que 
rade. Ou! being demanded: what Good the 


Queſtions ; ; why, my dear, dear Sir, do you think we 


fine Ladies can have 'Fime to think of ſuch Things? 


No, no, our whole Life is taken: up with the more im- 
portant Articles of Cards, Scandal, Dreſs, &c. 


make Room for her Ladyſhip Hey day, what have 
we got here? continues he to a Harlequin, who entered 
playing his antic Tricks, to the great :Emolument, as 
he expected, of the Spectators: But no fooner did the 
Keeper of Tartarus ſpy him, than (without waiting 
for Orders) he laid his Clutches on him, an poor I. inn 
was immediately dragged from the Bar, amidſt the 
repeated Hiſſes of the whole Court. Pray, Friend, 
ſays Commn Senſe to the next, why that dejected 
Countenance ? I lived 7 Years a Farmer, (aniwered 
the Ghoſt) had three Sons and one Daughter, by a 
Wife whom I :tenderly loved, as I did my poor Chil- 
dren, whole Education I was particularly careful of, 


and ſhould have been the happieſt of Mankind, had 


not the Diſtemper among the Cattle, in a few Weeks, 
deprived me of my whole Stock: My Landlord threw 
me into Priſon for a Debt he knew it was impoſſible {or 
me at that Time to pay. In this Situation I did what 
1 could to contribute to the Maintenance of my Fa- 
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mily, by making Nets, Purſes, &c. but it was inſuffi- 
cient, and I died for Want of common Neceſſaries.“ 
Pray take Care of him, cried Common Senſe to the Eye 
frm Keeper, and convince him, that the more untfor- 
tunate Virtue is in the other World, the greater the 
Reward here; and though vour Children are deprived 
of you, they are more particularly the Care of a fupe- 
rior Power and better Parent, who never fails fooner or 
later to reward Goodneſs. The Keeper of Z/y/ium, 
ſmiling, bid him enter the happy Portal; telling him 
he would meet with his Wife there, whom, it feems, 
a broken Heart had kindly delivered from a trouble- 
ſome World about ſix Months before. ; 
'The next who mounted was a grave-looking Gen- 
tleman, who no ſooner mentioned his being of the 
facerdotal Order, than Common Senſe cut him ſhort, | 
by telling him, it was a Rule of Court, when a Band 
of Caſſocks appeared, to have Enquiry made through 
Elium, if any were in the leaſt indebted to the Re- 
verend Claimant for the Happineſs they enjoyed, and 
if ſuch Evidence appeared in his Behalf, he was to be 
admitted; if not, he was obliged to take the contrary 
Road. Upon his Diſmiſſion, appeared two Dueliſts, 
who had honourably expired in their Vocation; no 
fooner were they known, than Common Senſe acquair t- 
ed the black Officer that Dueliſts were always his Pro- 
perty, and deſired he would lend them his Hand. On 
their diſappearing, a gay young Fellow was introduced, 
hallooing and ſhouting with the moft impudent Stare, 
and ſettled Aſſurance imaginable, in his Countenance: 
Hey-day, ſays Common Senſe, who have we got here ? 
Pray, good bathful Sir, what may you be? D-——e, 
old Gentleman, returns the Spark, do you know 
what a Buck, what a Wit is? But I cannot anſwer 
impertinent Queſtions now: I have kept a long Faſt, 
| — 5. Can you help me to a freth Bit of 
| Game ? 


* This was exactly the Caſe of a poor Farmer, who died 
in a miſerable Corudition in York Caſtle, 
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Game? Z—— 
Bucks here, we would ſoon ſhew them we could play _ 
Hell and the Devil as well as the beſt of them below if 
good Mr Buck, cries Common - Senje, 
move off to the Left; and you, Sir, (ſpeaking to the = | 
black Officer) let his Buckſhip be well bunted when 
you get him into the dark Regions. _ | 
Well, Friend, ſays Common Senſe to a Ghoſt, who 95 
thruſt forward, what may your Pafſport be to EBfuum ? Mt 
I have been, replied the Ghoſt, all my Life-time,,a. 
moſt zealous Churchman, a true orthodox Bchever, 
a ſtaunch Advocate. 
Common Senſe, we never in-this Court Enquire into the 
Faith, but into the Actions of thoſe who appear 
how did you ſpend the 53 Vears you were 
confined to the upper World? In thewing my Zeal, 
replies the Ghoſt, to the True Religion; by revit- Il 
ing, flandering, and perſecuting all Unbelic vers 
and forcing into the Pale of the Church all who were 
in the wrong Road to —- 
Common Sex/e, you have been in the wrong Road your- 
ſelf all your Life-time; Charity and Benevolence are 
the ſure Guides to Elzſium, as Perſecution and fierxyx 
cal never fail leading their Followers to Tartar, 140 3 4 
move off, pray, —away with him. 1 
The next called up was a Ghoſt who boalked 5 much | 
"of his Ingenuity and ſuperior Talents, and gloried. in FH 
teveral-lnventions which were of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence (as he ſaid) to Mankind. 1 hope, cries Commun || 
Senſe, the World is at preſent reaping the Benefit .f 
your Ingenuity. 
: Ghoſt; but as I did not care to publith thoſe Secrets 
in my Life-time, they died with me. Wretch, cries 
Co Senſe, to imagine ſuperior 
granted by Heaven, but for the Good of the Society in 
which they were placed. 


Stairs. 


"belek us; 


be Vehicles of Bleffings from above: Nor are "Milt rs 
of any Sort ſo deteſtable as thoſe, who through mean, 
tclfilh Views bury in Oblivion what miohr 


M 3 


Pray, 
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public and laſting Benefit to their Fellow EY x 

Take him away. 

On this Gentleman's pie e e a Ghoſt ad- 
vanced, who brought a Copy of his Epitaph. (by Way 

of Credentials) with him from the other World, in 

which he was extolled beyond the Skies for a loving 


Huſband, a tender Father, a fincere Friend, &c. &c. 


which is as much as to ſay, cries Common Senſe, that 
you died rich, and your Heirs were glad to diſmiſs you 
with a fulſome Compliment : What ſay your Actions 

for you ? On Examination, this loving Huſhand was 
found to have kept a Brace of Miſtreſſes, for whoſe 


Support he had abridged his Wife of the common Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. This tender Father took ſuch Care 


oF his Children, that they were unacquainted with e- 
very Kind of Knowledge, but a few of the faſhionable” 


Vices: And as for Friendſhip, though it was a Word 


_ often in his Mouth, he never knew any ſtrong enough 


to withſtand the Jeaſt Impulſe of Intereſt : He was 
profuſe to Extravagance, and yet the greateſt of Miſers 
where Merit in Indigence or Diftreſs called for his 


Aſſiſtance. Common Senſe, on this, beckoned to the 
Keeper of Tartarus, who without Ceremony enliſted 


him among his ſiniſter Acquamtance. 


The Court about this Time was interrupted by a 


 Noife at a Diſtance, occaſioned by a Difpute between 
Charon and a Sailor, who had, unperceived by him, 
flipt into his Boat, and when he landed, refuſed to pay 
the uſual Fare. The blunt Tar, without paying much 
Regard to thoſe he was before, called Charon an old 
Fool, and ſwore he had not a Drop of Sailor's Blood 
in kis whole Carcafe, or he would have known better 
than to have aſked a Brother for Paſlage-Money : That 
for his Part, it had been his Fortune to be killed in a 
naval Engagement, fighting againſt the Enemies of his 
Country, and had left all above Stairs at Sixes and 
_ Sevens ; yet that nothing vexed him fo much, as that 
a Fellow, who wore Trowſers, fhould have a merce- 
nary Lemper. Comman Senſe, who knew the Value of 
his blunt Honeſty, ordered him, with a Smile, to veer 


of 
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of to the Elyfum Side, to make Way for a Ghoſt 
who had been born to a good Eſtate, but had fooliſh- 
ly ſquandered it away among Paraſites and ſharping 


Gameſters, and left behind a numerous Progeny of 


Beggars. This Wretch was condemned to wear long 


Aſſes' Ears, a Fool's Coat, and a Rattle with Dice; 


to be the Scoff and Feſt of all Hell, and in ſhort, to be 
the moſt deſpicable among the Damned : Nor was this 
all 7 for the Sins of his Poſterity,. whom he by his 
Folly had reduced to the Neceility of committing 
many Crimes, 'were to be doubly puniſhed in him. 


No ſooner was he taken into Cuſtody, than I was call» 


ed to the Bar; but my Conſcience accuſing me of a 
Multitude of unrepented Crimes, threw me into ſuch 


2 Fright, that, luckily for me, it put an End to my 


Dream. | 


CAR A4- 
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CAR AZANs VISION: Or, Socrat. Love and © 


BE NEFICENCE Fecommunded. 


> Graſp the avbole World of Ane 14. and Senſe 
In one cloſe Syſtem of Benevolence: oy 
- - Happier, as kinder, in whateer Degree, 


A Height of Bliſs is Height of Charity, Porz. 


FNARAZAN, the Merchant of Bagdat, was emi- 
nent throughout all the Eaft for his Avarice and 


his Wealth: His Origin is obſcure as that of the Spark, 


which by the Colliſion of Steel and Adamant is ſtruck 


out of Darkneſs ; and the patient Labour of perſe- 


vering Diligence alone had made him rich. It was re- 
membered, that when he was indigent he was thought 


to be generous; and he was ſtill acknowledged to be 


inflexibly juſt. But whether in his Dealings with 
Men he diſcovered a Perfidy which tempted him to 
put his Truſt in Gold; or whether in Proportion as 
- he accumulated Wealth, he diſcovered bis own Im- 
. Portance by Increaſe, Carazan prized it more as he 


uſed it leſs: He gradually loft the Inclinat ion, to do 


Good, as he acquired the Power; and as the Hand of 
Time ſcattered Snow upon his Head, the freening In- 
fluence extended to his Boſom. 3 15 

But though the Door of Carazan was never opened 
by Hofpitality, nor his Hand by Compaſſion, yet 


Fear led him conſtantly to the Moſque: at the ſtated 


Hours of Prayer: He performet all the Rites of De- 
votion with the moſt ſcrupuloys Punctuality, and 
had thrice paid his Vows at the Temple of the Pro- 
phet. That Devotion which riſes from the Love 
of God, and neceſſarily includes the. Love of Man, 


as it connects Gratitude with Beneficence, and ex- 


alts that which was mortal to divine, confers new 
Dignity upon Goodneſs, and is the Object not only 
of Affection but Reverence. On the contrary, the 
Devotion of the Selfiſh, whether it be thought to 


avert the Puniſhment which every one wiſhes "to be 
in 
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inflicted, or to inſure it by the Complication of Hy- 
pocriſy with Guilt, never fails to excite Indigna- 


tion and Abhorrence. Carazan, therefore, when he 


had locked his Door. and, turning round with a Look 
of circumſpective Suſpicion, proceeded to the Moſque, 
was followed by every Eye with filent Malignity ; the 
Poor ſuſpended their Supplications when he paſſed 


by; though he was known by every Man, yet no Man 
ſaluted him. x _ 


Such had long been the Life of Carazan, and ſuch 
was the Character which he had acquired, when No- 


tice was given by Proclamation, that he was removed 
to a magnificent Building in the Center of the City; 


that his Table ſhould be ſpread for the Hungry, and 


that the Stranger ſhould be welcome to his Bed. The 


Multitude ſoon ruſhed like a Torrent to his Door, 
where they beheld him diſtributing Bread to the Hun- 


gry, and Apparel to the Naked, his Eye ſoftened with 
Compaſſion, and his Check glowing with Delight. 


Every one gazed with Aſtoniſhment at the Prodigy; 
and the Murmur of innumerable Voices increafing like 
the Sound of approaching Thunder, Carazan bec- 


koned with his Hand; Attention ſuſpended the Tu- 
mult in a Moment; and he thus gratified the Curioſi- 
ty which procured him Audience. : 
To him who touches the Mountains and they 
ſmoke, the Almighty and the moſt Merciful, be e- 


verlaſting Honour! He hath ordained Sleep to be 


the Miniſter of Inſtruction, as his Viſions have re- 


proved me in the Night. As I was ſitting alone in 


my Haram, with my Lamp burning before me, com- 


puting the Product of my Merchandize, and exulting 
in the Increaſe of my Wealth, I fell into a deep 
Sleep, and the Hand of him who dwells in the third 
Heaven was upon me. I beheld the Angel of Death 
coming forward like a Whirlwind, and he ſmote me 
before I could deprecate the Blow: At the fame 
Moment I found myſelf lifted from the Ground, 5 
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tranſported with aſtoniſhing Rapidity through tlie 
Regions of the Air. The Earth was contracted to an 
Atom between; and the Stars glowed round ine with 
- a Luſtre that obſcured the Sun. The Gate of Para- 
diſe was now in Sight; and I was intercepted by 2 ſud- 
den Brightneſs which no human Eye could behold : 
The irrevocable Sentence was now to be pronounced; 


my Duty of. Probation was paſt, and from the Evil of 
my Life nothing could be taken away, nor could any 


| Thing be added to the Good. When I reflected that 


my Lot for Eternity was caſt, which not all the Powers 


dl Nature could. reverſe, my Confidence totally forſook 
me; and while I ſtood trembling and filent, covered 
with Confuſion, and chilled with Horror, I was thus 
addreſſed by the Radiance that flamed before me: 
Carazan, thy Worſhip has not been accepted, 
becauſe it was not prompted by the Love of God; 
neither can thy Righteouſneſs be rewarded, becauſe 
it was not produced by the Love of Man: For thy 
own Sake only haſt thou rendered to every Man 


bis Due; and thou haſt approached the Almighty 
only for thyſelf. Thou haſt not looked up with 
Gratitude, nor round thee with Kindneſs. Around 
| thee thou haſt indeed beheld Vice and Folly ; but if 


Vice and Folly could juſtify thy Parſimony, would 
they not condemn the Bounty of Heaven? If not up- 


on the Fooliſh and the Vicious, where ſhall the Sun 


diffuſe his Light, or the Clouds diſtil their Dew? 
Where ſhall the Lips of the Spring breathe Fra- 
grance, or the Hand of Autumn diffuſe Plenty? Re- 
member, Carazan, that thou haſt ſhut Compaſſion 
from thy Heart, and graſped thy Treaſures with an 
Hand of Iron: Thou haſt lived for thyſelf; and, 
therefore, henceforth for ever thou ſhalt ſubſiſt alone. 


From the Light of Heaven, and from the Society of 
all Beings, ſhalt thou be driven; Solitude ſhall pro- 


tract the lingering Hours of Eternity, and Darkneſs 
: . the Horror of AED Ca | x 
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At this Moment I:was driven, by ſome ſecret and 


irreſiſtible Power, through the. glowing Syſtem of 


Creation, and paſſed innumerable Worlds in a Mo- 
ment. As I approached the Verge of Nature, I per- 
ceived, the Shadows of total and boundleſs Vacuity 
deepen before me, a dreadful Region of eternal Si- 


lence, Solitude, and Darkneſs | Unutterable Horror 


ſeized me at the Proſpect, and this .Exclamation burſt 
from me with all the Y chemante of Deſire. Oh! that 
1 had been doomed for ever to the common Receptacle of 

Impemtence and Guilt ! There Society would have alle- 
viated the Torment of Deſpair, and the Rage of Fire could 


; not haue excluded the Comfort of Light. Or, if I had 


been condemned to reſide on a Comet, 1857 Wen retu n 

but once in a T hwſand Years to the Regions of Lig t and 
Lie; the Hape of theſe Pericds, however dihant, would 
chear me in the dreary Interval of Cold and Darkneſs, and 


the Viciſſitude would divide Eternity into Time. While 
this Thought paſſed over my Mind, I loſt Sight of the 


remoteſt Star, and the laſt Glimmering of Light was 
quenched into utter Darkneſs. The Agonies of De- 
ſpair encreaſed every Moment, as every Moment aug- 
mented my Diſtance from the laſt habitable World. 
I reflected with intolerable Anguith, that when Ten 
Thouſand Thouſand Years had carried me beyond the 
Reach of all but that Power who fills Infinitude, I 
ſhould ſtill look forward into an immenſe Abyſs of 
Darkneſs, through which I thould ftill drive with- 
out Succour and without Society, farther and farther 
ſtill, for ever and ever. I then ſtretched out my 
Hands towards the Regions of Exiſtence, with an 
Emotion that awakel me. Thus have I been taught 
to eſtimate Society, like every other Bleſſing, by its 
Loſs. My Heart is warmed to Liberality ; and I am 
z2alous to communicate the Happinefs which I feel, 
to thoſe from whom it is derived; for the Society 
of one Wretch, whom in the Pride of Proſperity 1 
would have ſpurned from my Door, would, in the 
dreadful Solitude to which I was condemned, have 


been 


$ 
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been more highly prized than the Gold of Afric, or 
the Gems of Golconda. 

At this Reflexion upon his Dream, Carazan became 
fuddenly filent, and looked upwards in an Extaſy of 
Gratitude and Devotion. The Multitude was ſtruck 


at once with the Precept and the Example; and the 
Caliph, to whom the Event was related, that he might 


be liberal beyond the Power of Gold, commanded it 
to be recorded for the Benefit of Poſterity. 
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On CREATION and the ANIMAL WORLD. 


Range where you pleaſe, in Water, Earth, and Air; 
Cod is in ev ry Thing, and ev'ry where, 8 


HOUGH there is a great Deal of Pleaſure in 


contemplating the material World, by which 
I mean that Syſtem of Bodies into which Nature has 
to curiouſly wrought the Maſs of dead Matter, with 


the ſeveral Relations which. thoſe Bodies bear to one 


another; there is ſtill, methinks, ſomething. more 


wonderful and ſurpriſing in Contemplations on the 


World of Life, by which I mean all thoſe Animals 
with which every Part of the Univerſe is furniſhed. 
The material World is only the Shell of the Univerſe : 
The World of Life are its Inhabitants. 


If we conſider thoſe Parts of the material World 


which lie the neareſt to us, and are therefore ſub- 
ject to our Obſervations and Enquiries, it is amazing 
to conſider the Infinity of Animals with which it is 
ſtocked. Every Part of Matter is peopled : Every 
green Leaf ſwarms with Inhabitants. There is 


ſcarce a ſingle Humour in the Body of Man, or of 


any other Animal, in which our Glaſſes do not diſco- 
ver Myriads of living Creatures. The Surface of 
Animals is alſo covered with other Animals, which 


are in the fame Manner the Baſis of other Animals, 


that 
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that live upon them; nay, we find in the moſt ſolid 
Bodies, as in Marble itſelf, innumerable Cells and 
Cavities that are crouded with ſuch imperceptible In- 
habitants, as are too little for the naked Eye to diſco- 
ver. On the other Hand, if we look into the more 
bulky Parts of Nature, we fee the Seas, Lakes, and 
Rivers teeming with numberleſs Kinds of living Crea- 
tures: We find every Mountain and Marſh, Wilder- 
neſs. and Wood, plentifully ſtocked with Birds and 


Beaſts, and every Part of Matter affording proper Ne- 


ceſſaries and Conveniences for the Livelihood of Mul- 
titudes which inhabit it. 

The Author of the Plurality of Worlds draws a ve- 
ry good Argument from this Conſideration for the 
Peopling of every Planet; as indeed it ſeems very 


probable from the Analogy of Reaſon, that if no Part 


of Matter which we are acquainted with, lies waſte 
and uſeleſs, thoſe great Bodies which are at ſuch a 
Diſtance from us, ſhould not be deſart and unpeopled, 


but rather that they ſhould be furniſhed with Beings - 


acapted to their ere Situations. 


Exiſtence is a Bleſling to thoſe Beings only which 


are endpwed with Perception, and is in a Manner 


thrown away upon dead Matter, any farther than as it 


is ſubſervient to Beings which are conſcious of their 


Exiſtence. Accordingly we find, from the Bodies 


which lie under our Obſervation, that Matter is, only 
made as the Baſis and Support of Animals; and that 


there is no more of the one, than what is neceſſary to 
the Exiſtence of the other. 


Infinite Goodneſs is of fo communicative a Nature, 
that it ſeems to delight in the conferring of Exiſtence 


upon every Degree of perceptive Being. As this is a 


Speculation which I have often purſued with great 


Pleaſure to myſelf, I ſhall enlarge further upon it, by 
conſidering that Part of the Scale of Being which 
comes within our Knowled ge. 

There are ſome living Creatures which are raiſed 
but juſt above dead Matter. To mention only that 
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Species of Shell-fiſh, which are formed in the Faſhion 
of a Cone, that grow to the Surface of ſeveral Rocks, 
and immediately die upon their being ſevered from 
the Place where they grow. There are many other 
Creatures but one Remove from theſe, which have 
no other Senſe beſides that of Feeling and Taſte. 
Others have ſtill an additional one of Hearing'; : O- 
thers of Smell, and others of Sight. It is wonder- 
ful to obſerve, by what a gradual Progreſs the World 
of Life advances through a prodigious Variety of 
Species, before a Creature is formed that is complete 
in all its Senſes; and even among theſe there is 
ſuch a different Degree of Perfection in the Senſe 
which one Anima] enjoys, beyond what appears in 
another, that though the Senſe in different Animals 
be diſtinguiſhed by the ſame common Denominations, 
it ſeems almoſt of a different Nature. If after this 
we look into the ſeveral inward Perfections of Cun- 
ning and Sagacity, or what we generally call Inſtin&, 
we find them riſing after the ſame Manner impercep- 
| tibly one above another, and receiving additional Im- 
provements according to the Species in which they are 
implanted. This Progreſs in Nature is ſo very gra- 
dual, that the moſt perfect of an inferior Species comes 
very near to the moſt imperfect of that which © is im- 
mediately above it. 

The . exuberant and overflowing Goodnefs of, the 
Supreme Being, whoſe Mercy extends -to all his 
Works, is -plainly Teen, as I have before hinted, 
from his having made ſo very little Matter, at leaſt 
what falls within our Knowledge, that does not 
ſwarm with Life: Nor is his Goodneſs leſs ſeen in 
the Diverſity, than in the Multitude of living Crea- 
tures. Had he only made one Species of Animals, 
none of the Reſt would have enjoyed the Happineſs 
of Exiſtence; he has, therefore, /þecified in his Crea- 
tion every Degree of Life, every Capacity of Beings. 
The whole Chaſm of Nature, from a Plant to a Man, 
is filled up with diverſe Kinds of Creatures, riſing 
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one over another, by ſuch a gentle and eaſy Aſcent, 
that the little I ranfitions and Deviations from one 
Species to another, are almoſt inſenſible. This inter- 
mediate Space is ſo well huſbanded and managed, that 
there is ſcarce a Degree of Perception which does not 
appear in ſome one Part of the World of Life. Is 
the Goodneſs or Wiſdom of the Divine Being, more 
manifeſted in this his Proceeding? 
gere is a Conſequence, beſides thoſe I have al- 
regdy mentioned, which ſeems very naturally dedu- 
cible from the foregoing Conſiderations. If the Scale 
of Being riſes by tuch a regular Progreſs ſo high as 
Man, we may, by a Parity of Reafon, ſuppoſe that li 
it {till proceeds gradually through thoſe Beings wick 
+ are of a {ſuperior Nature to him; ſince there is a, i 
infinitely greater Space and Room for different De- il 
grees of Perfection between the Supreme Being ane 
Man, than between Man and the moſt deſpicable Ih 
Inſect. This Confequence of ſo great a Variety of 
Beings which are ſuperior to us, from that Variety li} 
which is inferior to us, is made by Mr Locke, in a Pal- 
fage which I ſhall here ſet down, after having pre- 
miſed, that notwithſtanding there is ſuch infinite 
Room between Man and his Maker for the creative 
Power to exert itſelf in, it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
ever be filled up, ſince there will be {till an infinite 
Gap or Diſtance between the bigheſt created Being, 
and the Power which produced them, 
That there ſhould be more Species of ingeiohc 
Creatures above us, than there are of ſenſible and 
material below us, is probable to me from hence, it 
That in all 'the. viſible corporeal World, we ſee no 
| Chaſms, or no Gaps. All quite down from us, the 
Deſcent is by ealy Steps, and a continued Series of 
Things that each Remove differs very little one 4 
from the other. There are Fiſhes that have Wings, 1 
and are no Strangers to the airy Region : And there — 1 
are ſome Birds, that are Inhabitants of the Water, i 
whole Blood is cold as Vithes, and their Fleſh ſo like 0 
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in Taſte, that the Scrupulous are allowed them on 
Fiſh Days. There are Animals fo near a-kin both 
to Birds and Beaſts, that they are in' the Middle be- 
tween both: Amphibious Animals link the Terreſ- 
trial and Acquatic together : Seals live at Land and at 
Sea, and Porpoiſes have the warm Blood and' Entrails 
of a Hog; not to mention what is confidently re- 
ported of Mermaids, or Sea-men. There are ſome 
Brutes, that ſeem to have as much Knowledgelan ny 
Reaſon, as ſome that are called Men; and theo 
mal and Vegetable Kingdoms are ſo nearly joined, 


that if you will take the loweſt of the one, and the 


higheſt of the other, there will ſcarce be perceived 
any great Difference between them: And ſo on un- 
til we come to the loweſt and the moſt inorganical 
Parts of Matter, we ſhall find every where that the 


 leveral Species are linked together, and differ but in 


almoſt inſenſible Degrees. And when we conſider 


the infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Maker, we have 


Reaſon to think, that it is ſuitable to the magnifi- 
cent Harmony of the Univerſe, and the great De- 


ſign and infinite Goodneſs of the Architect, that the 


Species of Creatures ſhould alſo, by gentle Degrees, 


alcend upwards from us towards his infinite Perfection, 


as we ſce they gradually deſcend from us downwards: 

Which, if it de probable, we have Reaſon then to be 
perſuaded, that there are far more Species of Crea- 
tures above us, than there are beneath; we being in 
a Degree of Perfection much more remote from the 
infinite Being of God, than we are from the loweft 
State of Being, and that which approaches neareſt to 
nothing. And yet of all thoſe diſtinct . we 
have no clear, diſtinct Ideas.“ 


In this Syſtem of Being, there is no Creature fs 
wonderful in its Nature, and which ſo much deſerves 


our particular Attention, as Man, who fills up the 
middle Space between the animal and the intellectual 
Nature, the viſible and inviſible World, and is that 
Link in the Chain of Beings, which has been often 

termed 


35 , as an hes > 
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termed the Nexus utriuſque Mundi. So that he who 
in one Reſpect is aſſociated with Angels and Arch- 
angels, may look upon a Being of infinite Perfection 
as his Father, and the higheſt Order of Spirits as his 
Brethren, may in another Reſpect ſay to Corruption, 
thou art my Father; and to the Worm, thou art my Ma- 
ther and my 8 er 


8 


On the D EI T * ay the avonde! ful FRAME of 


HuMAn and ANIMAL Bopiss. 


God firſt Meads Angels bodyleſs, pure Minds; 
Then, other Things which mindiels Bodies be: 
Laſt, he made Man, th' Horizon febixt both Kinds, 


In whom ave do the World's Abridgement ſee. Da vis. | 


HOS'E who. were {killed in Anatomy among 
the Ancients, concluded, from the outward 
and inward Make of a human Body, that it was the 


Work of a Being tranſcendently wiſe and powerful. 


As the World grew more enlightened in this Art, 
their Diſcoveries gave them freſh Opportunities of 
admiring the Conduct of Providence in the Forma- 
tion of a human Body. Galen was converted by his 
Diſſections; and could not but own a Supreme Being 
upon a Survey of this his Handy-work. There 
were, indeed, many Parts of which the old Anato- 
miſts did not know the certain Uſe; but as they 
ſaw that coſt of thoſt which they examined were 
adapted with admirable Art to their ſeveral Func— 
tions, they did not queſtion but thoſe, whoſe Uſts 
they could not determine, were contrived with the 
ſame Wiſdom for reſpective Ends and Purpoſes. 
Since the Circulation of the Blood has been Fund 
out, and many other great Diſcoveries have been 
made by our modern Anatomiſts, we ſee new Won- 
ders. | in the human Frame, and difcern ſeveral im— 
portant Uſes for thofe Parte, which Uſes the An— 
kients knew nothing of. In thor, the Bou of Man 


N83 is 
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is ſuch a Subject as ſtands the utmoſt Teſt of Exami- 
nation, Though it appears formed with the niceſt 
Wiſdom, upon the moſt ſuperficial Survey of it, it {till 
mends upon the Search, and produces our Surpriſe and 
Amazement in Proportion as we pry into it. What 
I have here ſaid of a human Body, may be applied to 
the Body of every Animal which bas deen the Subjett 
of an e Obſer vation. 

The Body of an Animal is an Object adequate to 
our Senſes. It is a particular Syſtem of Providence, 
that lies in a narrow Compaſs. The Eye is able to 
command it, and by ſucceflive Enquiries can ſearch 
into all its Parts. Could the Body of the whole 
Earth, or indeed the whole Univerſe, be thus ſub- 
mitted to the Examination of our Senſes, were it not 
too big and diſproportioned for our Enquiries, tog 

unwieldy for the Management of the Eye and Hand, 
there is no Queſtion but it would appear to us as 
curious and well-contrived a Frame as that of a hu- 
man Body. We could ſee the ſame Concatenation 
and Subſervience, the fame Neceſlity and Uſefulneſs, 
the ſame Beauty and Harmony in all and every of its 
Parts, as what we diſcover | in the Body of every angle 
Animal. 

The more tende our Reaſon is, and the more 
able to grapple the immenſe Objects, the greater 
Mill are thofe Diſcoveries which it makes of Wiſdom 
and Providence in the Works of the Creation. A 
Sir aac Newton, who ſtands up as the Miracle. of 
the preſent Age, can look through a whole planetary 
Syftem; conſider it in its Weight, Number, and 
Meaſure ; and draw from it as many Demonſtrations 
of infinite Power and Wiſdom, as a more confined 
Underſtanding is able to deduce from the Syſtem of a 
human Body. 92 

But to return to our Speculations on Anatomy. 1 
ſhall here conſider the Fabric and Texture of the 
Bodies of Animals, in one particular View; which 
in my Opinion, ſhews the Hand of a thinking and 

, Als 
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all wiſe Being in their Formation with the Evidence 
of a Thouſand Demonſtrations. I think we may lay 
this down as an inconteſtible Principle, that Chance 
never acts in a perpetual Uniformity and Conſiſtency 
with itſelf. If one ſhould always fling the ſame Num- 
ber with Ten Thouſand Dice, or ſee every Throw juſt 
five Times leſs, or five Times more in Number 
than the Throw which immediately preceded it, 
who would not imagine there is ſome inviſible Power 
which directs the Caſt? This is the Proceeding 
which we find in the Operations of Nature. Every 
Kind of Animal is diverſified by different Magnitudes, 
each of which gives Riſe to a different Species. Let 
a Man trace the Dog or Lion Kind, and he will ob- 
ſerve how many of the Works of Nature are pub- 
liſned, if I may uſe the Expreſſion, in a Variety of 
Editions. If we look into the Reptile World, or 
into thoſe different Kinds of Animals that fill the 
Element of Water, we meet with the fame Repeti- 
tions among ſeveral Species, that differ very little 
from one another, but in Size and Bulk. You find 
the ſame Creature that is drawn at large, copied out 
in ſeveral Proportions, and ending in Miniature. It 
would be tedious to produce Inſtances of this regu- 
lar Conduct in Providence, as it would be ſuperflu- 
ous to thoſe who are verſed in the natural Hiſtory of 
Animals. The magnificent Harmony of the Univerſe 
is ſuch, that we may obſerve innumerable Diviſions 
running upon the fame Ground, I might alſo extend 
this Speculatien to the dead Parts of Nature, in 
which we may find Matter diſpoſed into many ſimilar 
Syſtems, as well in our Survey of Stars and Planets, 
as of Stones, Vegetables, and other ſublunary Parts 
of the Creation. In a Word, Providence has ſhewn 
the Richneſs of its Goodneſs and Wiſdom, not only 
in the Production of many original Species, but in the 
Multiplicity of Deſcents, which it has made on every 
original Species in particular. . | 
But to purſue this Thought ſtill farther ; Every 
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living Creature conſidered in itfelf, has . many very 
complicated Parts that are exact Copies, of ſome 
other Parts which it poſſeſſes, and which are com- 
plicated in the ſame Manner. One Eye would have 
been ſufficient for the Subſiſtence and e of 
an Animal; but in order to better his Condition, 
we ſee another placed with a mathematical Exact- 
neſs in the ſame moſt advantageous Situation, and 
in every Particular of the fame Size and Texture, 
Is it poſlible for Chance to be thus delicate and 
uniform in her Operations ? Should a Million of 
Dice turn up twice together the ſame Number, 
the Wonder would be nothing in Compariſon of 
this. But when we ſee this Similitude and Reſem- 
blance in 'the Arm, the Hand, the Fingers; when 
we ſee one Half of the Body entirely correſpond with 
the other in all thoſe minute Strokes, without which 
a Man might very well have ſubſiſted; nay, when 
we often tee a fingle Part repeated an hundred 
Times in the ſame-Body, notwithſtanding it conſiſts 
of the moſt intricate Weavings of numberleſs Fibres, 
and thoſe Parts differing ſtill in Magnitude, as the 
Convenience of their particular Situation requires; 
ſure a Man muſt have a ſtrange Caſt of Underſtand- 
ing, who does not diſcover the Finger of God in ſo 
wonderful a Work. "Theſe Duplicates in thoſe Parts 
of the Body, without which a Man 'might have very 
well ſubſiſted, though not ſo well as with them, are 
a plain Demonſtration of an all-wiſe Contriver; as 
thoſe more numerous Copyings, which are found 
among the Veſſels of the ſame Body, are evident 
Demonſtrations that they could not be the Work 
of Chance. This Argument receives additional 
Strength, if we apply it to every Animal and Inſect 
within our Knowledge, as well as to thoſe number- 
leſs living Creatures that are Objects too minute for 
a human Eye: And it we conſider how the ſeveral 
Species in this whole World of Life reſemble one 
another in very many Particulars, ſo far as is con- 

venient 
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venient for their reſpective States of Exiſtence; it is 
much more probable than an hundred Million of Dice 
ſhould be caſually thrown a hundred Million of Times 
in the fame Number, than that the Body of any fingle 
Animal ſhould be produced by the fortuirous Con- 
courſe of Matter. And that the like Chance ſhould 
ariſe in mnumerable Inſtances, requires a Degree of 
Credulity that is not under the Direction of Common 


Senſe. We may carry this Conſideration yet farther, 


if we reflect on the two Sexes in every living Species, 


with their Reſemblances to each other, and thofe 


particular Diſtinctions that were neceſſary for the keep- 
ing up this great World of Life. 555 


There are many more Demonſtrations of a Supreme 


Being, and of his tranſcendent Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs in the Formation of the Body of a living 


Creature; for which I refer my Reader to other 


Writings, particularly to the fixth Book of the 
Poem, entitled Creation, where the Anatomy of the 
human Body is deſcribed with great Preſpicuity ant 
Elegance. e SN) Ws 
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On the ATTRIBUTES of GO D, and the 
3 DOTARRY HEAVEN'S, 125 


Hail ſowereien G oodneſs, great productiae Mind ! 
In all thy Works, thy/e!f inſcrib'd wwe find. | ; 
__ om - BLACKLOCK, 


IJ Was Yeſterday about Sun-ſet walking in the open 
1 Fields, till the Night inſenſibly fell upon me. 
1 at firſt amuſed myſelf with all the Richneſs and 
Variety of Colours which appeared in the weſtern 
Parts of Heaven: In Proportion as they faded away 
and went out, ſeveral Stars and Planets appeared 
one after another, until the whole Firmament was in 
a Glow. The Blueneſs of the ther was exceed- 
ingly heightened and enlivened by the Seaſon * the 
| car, 
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Fairs and by the Rays of all thoſe Luminaries that 
paſſed through it. The Galaxy appeared in its moſt 


beautiful White, To complete - the Scene, the full 
on roſe at length, i in that clouded Majeſty, which 


Milton takes Notice of, and opened to the Eye a new 
Picture of Nature, which, was more finely ſhaded, and 
diſpoſed among ſofter Lights, than thut which the Sun 
had before diſcovered to us. 

As I was ſurveying the Moon tid in hes 
Brightneſs, and taking her Progreſs among the Con- 
ſtellations, a Thought aroſe in me, which I believe 
very often perplexes and diſturbs Men of a ſerious and 
contemplative Nature. David himſelf fell into it 
in that Reflection, II hen I conſider the Heavens, the 


Work of thy Fingers, the Min and the Stars, which 


thou haſt ardained; what is Man that thou art mindful 
F him, aud the 25 of Man that thou regardeft him ! 
In the ſame- Manner, when I conſider that infinite 


| Hoſt of Star s, or, to ſpeak. more philoſopbically, of 


Suns, which were then ſhining upon me, with thoſe 


innumerable Sets of Planets or Worlds, which were 


moving round their reſpective Suns; when I ſtill en- 


larged the Idea, and ſuppoſed another Heaven of 


Suns, and Worlds riſing ſtill above this which we diſ- 
covered, and theſe ſtill enlightened by a ſuperior Fir- 
mament of Luminaries, which are planted at ſo great 
a Diſtance, that they may appear to the Inhabitants 


of the former as the Stars do to us: In ſhort whilſt I 


B this Thought, I could not but reflect on that 
ittle inſignificant Figure which I en bore amidſt 
the Immenſity of God's Works. 

Were the Sun, which enlightens this Part of he 
Creation, with all the Hoſts of, planetary, Worlds that 


move about him, utterly: extinguiſhed and annihila- 


ted, they would not be miſſed more than a Grain of 

Sand upon the Sca-ſliore. The Space they poſleſs 

is ſo exceeding little, in Compariſon of the whole, 

that it would icarce make a Blank in the Ci eation.— 

The Chaſm would be imperceptible to au Lye he 
cou 
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could take in the whole Compaſs of Nature, and paſs 


from one End of the Creation to the other, as it is 
pofſible there may be ſuch a' Senfe in ourſelves here- 


after, or in Creatures which are at preſent more 
_ exalted than ourſelves. We ſee many Stars, by the 


Help of Glaſſes, which we do not diſcover with our 


naked Eye; and the finer our Teleſcopes are, the 
more {till are our Diſcoveries. Huygenius crries this 


Thought ſo far, that he does not think it impoſſible 
but there may be Stars-whoſe Light is not yet travelled 


down to us ſince their firſt Creation. —There is no 
Queſtion but the Univerſe has certain Bounds ſet to it; 


but when we conſider that it is the Work of infinite 
Power, prompted by infinite Goodneſs, with an in- 
finite Space to exert itſelf in, how can our Imagination 
ſet any. Bopnds h y Pe RN PBs 
Jo return therefore to my firſt Thought, I could 
not but look upon myſelf with ſecret Horror, as a 
Being that was not worthy the ſmalleſt Regard of one 
who had ſo great a Work under his Care and Super- 


intendency. I was afraid of being overlooked amidſt 


the Immenſity of Nature, and. loſt among that infinite 
Variety of Creatures, which in all Probability ſwarm 
through all thoſe immeaſurable Regions of Matter. 


In order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 


Thought, I conſidered that it took its Riſe from thoſe 
narrow Conceptions which we are apt to entertain 


of the Divine Nature. We ourſelves cannot attend 
to many different Objects at the ſame Time. If 
we are careful to inſpect ſome Things, we muſt of 
Courſe negle& others. This Imperfection which 
we obſerve in ourſelves, is an Imperfection which 


cleaves in ſome Degree to Creatures of the higheſt 
Capacities, as they are Creatures, that is, Beings of 
finite and limited Natures. The Preſence of every 


created Being is confined to a certain Meaſure of 


Space, and conſequently his Obſervation is ſtinted 
to a certain Number of Objects. The Sphere in which 
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we move, and act, and underſtand, i is of a wider 
Circumference to one Creature than another, Ace: 
cording as we riſe one above another in the Scale. 
of. Exiſtence. But the wideſt of. theſe, our Spheres. 
has its Circumference. When therefore we reflect 
on the divine Nature, we are ſo uſed and accuſtom- 
ed to this Imperfection in ourſelves, that we cannot 
forbear in ſome Meaſure aſcribing it to Him, in whom 
there is no. Shadow, of Imperfection. Our Reaſon, 
indeed, aſſures us, that his Attributes are infinite; 
but the Poorneſs of our Conceptions is ſuch, that 

it. cannot forbear ſetting Bounds to every Thing it 


contemplates, until our Reaſon comes again, to, our 


Saccour, and throws down all-thoſe little Prejudices 


which ariſe in us unawares, and are. natural to the 


Mind of Man. 


We ſhould therefore utterly. 3 this melan- 


choly Thought, of our being overlooked by our 


Maker in the Multiplicity of his W orks, and the In- 


finity of thoſe Objects among which he ſeems to be 
inceflantly employed, if we conſider in the firſt 


Place, that he is Omnipreſent ; and in the ſecond, 


that he is Omniſcient. 


If we conſider him in his Omnipreſence: His "= 


ing. paſſes through, actuates, and ſupports the whole 
Frame of Nature. His Creation, and every Part of 


it, is full of him. There is nothing he has made 


that is either ſo diſtant, ſo little, or ſo inconſiderable, 
which he does not eſſentially inhabit. His Subſtance 
is within the Subſtance of every Being, whether ma- 
terial or immaterial, and as intimately preſent to it, as 
that Being is to itſelf. It would be an Imperfection in 


him, were he able to remove out of one Place into an- 


other, or to withdraw himſelf from any Thing he 
has created, or from any Part of that Space which is 
diffuſed and ſpread abroad to Infinity. In ſhort, to 
ſpeak of him in the Language of the old Philoſopher, 


He is a Being whoſe Center is every where, and his 


Circumference no where. 
In 
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In the ſecond Place, he is Omniſcient as well as 
Omnipreſent. His Omniſcience indeed, neceſſarily 


and naturally flows from his Omnipreſence; he can- 


not but be conſcious of every Motion that ariſes in 
the whole material World, which he thus eſſential- 


ly pervades, and of every Thought that is ſtirring in 
the intellectual World, to every Part of which he 
is thus intimately united. Several Moraliſts have 


conſidered the Creation as the Temple of God, 
which he has built with his own Hand, and which 
is filled with his Preſence. Others have confidered 


infinite Space as the Receptacle, or rather the Habi- 


tation of the Almighty: But the nobleſt and moit 
exilred Way of conſidering this infinite Space, is 
that of Sir Jaa Newton, who calls it the Senforium 
of the Godhead. Brutes and Man have their Senſori- 
ola, or little Senforiums, by which they apprehend 
the Preſence, and perceive the Actions of a few Ob- 
jects that lie contiguous to them. Their Knowledge 
and Obſervation turn within a very narrow Circle. 
But as God Almighty cannot but perceive and know 
every Thing in which he reſides, infinite Space gives 
Room to infinite Knowledge, and is, as it were, an 
Organ to Omniſcience. 


Were the Soul ſeparated from the Body, and with 


one Glance of Thought ſhould ftart beyond the 
Bounds of the Creation, fhould it for Millions of 
Years continue its Progreſs through infinite Space 
with the fame Activity, it would ſtill find itfelf with- 


in the Embrace of. its Creator, and encompaſſed 


round with the Iinmenſity of the Godhead, Whilſt 
we are in the Body, he is not ſeſs preſent with us, 
becauſe he is concealed from us. O that I hnew 


ohere I might find him! ſays Job, Behold I go Be- 


ward, but he is nat there and backward, but I can- 


not perceive him. On the Left-hand, where he dies 
awork, but I cannot behold hin:: He hideth himſelf on 
the Right-hand, that J cannot fee bim. In ſhort, 
Reaſon, as well as * aſſures us, that he 

can- 
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cannot be abſent from us, notwithſtanding he is un- 
diſcovered by us. 

In this Conſideration of God Almighty's Omni- 
| preſence and Omniſcience, every uncomfortable 
| Thought vaniſhes. He cannot but regard every 
Thing that has Being, eſpecially ſuch of his. Crea- 1 
tures who fear they are not regarded by him. He 
is privy to all their Thoughts, and to that Anxiety 
of Heart in particular, which is apt to trouble them 
on this Occation: For as it is impoſſible he ſhould 
overlook any of his Creatures, ſo we may be confi- 
dent that he regards with an Eye of Mercy, thoſe 
who endeavour to recommend themſelves to his No- 
rice, and in an unfeigned Humility of Heart think 
themſelves unworthy "that he ſhould be mindful of 
them. 


— — ＋ — 


On the TMMORTAL1TY of the SOUL. 


EIS ere —— 4 EO 
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hen my freed Sou] to its bright Sphere ſhall fly, 
Through boundieſs Orbs eternal Regions ſpy, 
Ad like the Sun be all one glorious Tye. 
SHARESPEAR, 


W A 8 Veſterday walking alone in one of my 
Friend's Woods, and loſt myſelf in it very a- 
poder ; as I was running over in my Mind the ſe- 
veral Arguments that eſtablith the great Point, which 
is the Baſis of Morality, and the Source of all the 
| pleaſing Hopes and ſecret Joys that can ariſe in 
the Heart of a reaſonable Creature, viz. the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, I conſidered theſe ſeveral Proofs 
drawn, | 

Firſt Go the Nature of the Soul itſelf, and 
particularly its Immateriality z which, though not 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Eternity of its Duration, 
has, I think, been evinced to almoſt a Dewonare- 
tion. Et 
Secondly, From its Paſſions and Semen as 
pate 
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particularly from its Love of Exiſtence, its Horror of 
Annihilation, and its Hopes of Immortality; with 
that ſecret Satisfaction which it finds in the Practice 
Of; Virtue, and that Uneaſineſs which follows in it 
upon the Commiſtion of Vice. 

Thirdly, from the Nature of the Supreme Being, 


whoſe Juſtice, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Veracity, irs : 


all concerned in this great Point. 
But among theſe and other excellent Arguments 
for the Immortality of the Soul, there is one drawn 


from the perpetual Progreſs of the Soul to its Per- 


fection, without a Poſſibility of ever arriving at it; 
which is a Hint that I do not remember to have ſeen 
opened and improved by others who have written on 
this Subject, though it ſeems to me to carry a great 
Weight with it. How can'it enter into the Thought 


of Man, that the Soul, which is capable of ſuch im- 


menſe Perfections, and receiving new Improvements 
to all Eternity, ſhall fall away into nothing almoſt as 
ſoon as it is created? Are ſuch Abilities made for no 


Purpoſe? A Brute arrives at a Point of Perfection 


that he can never paſs: In a few Years he has all the 
Endowments he is capable of; and were he to live 
Ten Thouſand more, would be the fame Thing he is 


at preſent. Were a human Soul thus at a Stand in its 


Accompliſhments, were its Faculties to be full blown, 
and capable of further Enlargement, I would | imagine 
it might fall away intenfibly, and drop at once into a 
State of Annihilation. But can we believe a think- 
ing Being, that is in a perpetual Progreſs of Improve- 
ment, and travelling on from Perfection to Perfection, 
after having jult looked abroad into the Works of its 
Creator, and made a few Diſcoveries of his infinite 


Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, muſt periſh at its 


firſt ſetting out, and in the very Beginning of its 
Enquiries ? 

A Man, conſidered in bis preſent State, ſeems 
only ſent into the World to propagate his Kind. He 
provides himſelf with a Succeflor, and immediately 

O 2 quits 
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quits his Poſt to make Room for him. He does not 
ſeem born to enjoy Life, but to deliver it down to o- 
thers. 1 his is not ſurpriſing to conſider in Animals 


which are formed for our Uſe, and can finith their 
Buſineſs in a ſhort Life. Ihe Silk-worm, after hav- 
ing ſpun her Taſk, lays her Eggs, and dies. But a 
Man can never ha ave taken in his full Meaſure of 
Knowledge, has not Time to ſubdue his Paſſions, 


| eſtabliſh his Soul in Virtue, and come up to the Per- 


fection of his Nature, before he is hurried off the 
Stage. Would an infinite wile Being make ſuch glo- 
rious Creatures for ſo mean a Purpoſe ? Can he de- 


light in the Production of ſuch abortive Intelligences : 


Such ſhort-lived reaſonable Beings? Would he give 
us Talents that are not to be exerted? Capacities that 
are not to be gratified ? How can we find that Wit- 
dom, which ſhines through all his Works, in the For- 
mation of Man, without look ing on this World as on- 
ly a Nurſery for the next, and believing that the ſe- 
veral Generations of rational Creatures, which riſe 
and diſappear in ſuch quick Succeſſions, are only to 
receive their firſt Rudiments of Exiſtence here, and 

afterwards to be tranſplanted into a more friendly Cli- 
mate, where they may ſpread and flouriſh to all Eter- 
nity. 

There is not, in my Opinion, a more leaſing and 
triumphant Conſideration in Religion, than this of the 
perpetual Progreis which the Soul makes towards the 
Perfection of its Nature, without ever arriving at a 


Period in it. To look upon the Soul as going on from 
Strength to Strength; to conſider that it is to ſhine for 


ever with new Acceſſions of Glory, and brighten to 
ail Eternity; that it will {till be adding Virtue to Vir- 
tue, and Knowledge to Knowledge; carries in it ſome- 
thing wonderfully agreeable to that Ambition which is 
natural to the Mind of Man. Nay, it muſt be a Proſ- 


_ p«ct pleaſing to God himſelf, to ſee his Creation for 


ever beautitying in his Eyes, and drawing nearer to 
him by greater Degrees of Reſemblance. 
| Me- 
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Methinks this ſingle Conſideration of the Progreſs 
of a finite Spirit to Perfection, will be ſufficient to ex- 
tinguiſh all Envy in inferior Nature, and all Contempt 
in fuperior. That Cherubim which now appears as a 
God to a human Soul, knows very well that the Pe- 
riod will come about in Eternity, when the human 

Soul will be as perfect as he himſelf now is; nay, 
when it ſhall look down upon that Degree of Per- 
fection, as much as it now falls ſhort of it. It is true, 
the higher Nature ſtil advances, he by that Means 
preſerves the Diſtance and Superiority in the Scale of 


Beings ; but he knows, how high ſoever the Station 


is of which he ſtands poſſeſſed at preſent, the inferior 
Nature will at length mount up to it, and thine forth 
in the ſame Degree of Glory. 

Wich what Aſtoniſnment and Veneration may we 
lock into our own Souls, where there are ſuch hidden 
Stores of Virtue and Knowledge, ſuch inexhauſtec 
Sources of Perfection? We know not yet what we 
fhall be ; nor will it ever enter into the Heart of Man 
to conceive the Glory that will be always in Reſerve 
for him. The Soul, conſidered with its Creator, 15 
hke one of thoſe mathematical Lines that may draw 
nearer to one another to all Eternity, without a Poſt - 
bility of touching it: And can there be a Thought {5 
tranſporting, as to conſider ourſelves in theſe perpetual 
Approaches to him, who is not only the Standard of 


Perfection, but of Happineſs ? 
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On the V1cis81TUDE of MATERIAL BEINGS. 


Where is the Dull that has 0 been alive © 
he Spade, the Plough, diſturb our Anceſtors ; 
From human Mould ave reap our daily Bread. YouNG. 


N a late Converſation among ſome of the Great 
and the Wiſe, Theron, a Man of Wealth and Fi- 
gure, but unacquainted with philoſophic Science, fat 


in the Midft of his Friends of both Sexes in a ſtately 


Room, with rich Variety of Furniture. Theron com- 
plained, that he had often heard it faid, how much we 
«vere all indebted to the Country and the Plough. But for 
his Part, he knew no Obligation that we had to that 


low Rank of Mankind, whoſe Life is taken up in the 


Fields, the Woods, and the Meadows; but that they 
paid their Rents well, that the Gentlemen might live 
at their Eaſe, Crito was pleaſed to ſeize the Occaſion, 
and entertained the gay Audience. with a | ſurprilmg 
Lecture of Philoſophy. | 

„ Permit me, Theron, ſaid he, to be an Advocate 
for the Peaſant, and I can draw up a long Account 
of Particulars for which you are indebted to the Field 
and the Foreſt, and to the Men that cultivate the 
Ground, and are engaged in rural Buſineſs. Look 
around you on all the Furniture of the Room, furvey 


your own Cloathing, caſt your Eyes on all the ſplend- 


id Array of Therina and Perſis, and the other Bades 


near them, and you will find, that except a few glit- 
tering Stones, and a little Gold and Silver which were 


dug out of the Bowels of the Earth, you can ſcarce 
fee any Thing that was not once growing green upon 
the Ground, through the various Labours of che 
Planter and the Ploughman. Whence came the Floor 
you tread on, Part whereof is inlaid with Wood of 
different Colours? Whence theſe fair Pannels of 
Winſor and the Cornice that encompaſſes and 
a long the Room? Whence this lofty Room of Cedar, 
280 the carved Ornaments of it? Are they not all the 
Spoils of the Trees of the Foreſt ? Were not theſe 
once 


RE — — — — 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 153 


once the verdant Standard of the Grove or the Moun- 
tain? What are your Hangings of gay Tapeſtry ? 
Are they not owing to the Fleece of the Sheep, which 
borrowed their Nouriſhment from the Grafs of the 
Meadows ? Thus the Finery of your Parlour once was 
Grals ; and ſhould you favour me with a Turn into 
your Bed-chamber, I could ſhew that the Curtains, 
and the Linen and coſtly Coverings, where you take 
your nightly Repoſe, were ſome Years ago all growing 
in the Fields. 5 
But I need not retire from the Place where we are 
: ſeated, to give yon abundant Diſcoveries of this 
Truth: Is not the Hair of Camels a Part of the Ma- 
terials which compole thoſe rich Curtains which hang 
down by the Windows, and the eaſy Chairs which ac- 
commodate your Friends? And if you think a little, 
you will find that Camels with their Hair were made 
of Graſs, as well as the Sheep with their Wool. 
What are the Books that lie in the Window, and the 
little Implements of Paper and Wax, Pens and Wa- 
fers, which, I preſume, may be found in the Eſcru- 
tore: | hey have all the ſame Original; they were 
once mere Vegetables. Paper and Books owe their 
Being to the Tatters of Linen which were woven of 
the Threads of Flax, or Hemp: I he Paſteboard Co- 
vers are compoſed of Paper, and the Leather is the 
Skin of the Calf, that drew its Life and Suſtenance 
from the Meadows. The Pen that you write with was 
plucked from the Wing of the Gooſe, which lived up- 
on the Graſs of the Common: The Inkhorn was bor- 
rowed from the Front of the grazing Ox: The Wa- 
fer is made of the Paſte of Bread- Corn ; and the Wax 
is originally plundered from the Bee, who ſtole it out 
of a Thouſand Flowers. 
Permit me, Ladies, ſaid the Philoſopher, to men- 
tion your Dreſs; too nice a Subjec indeed for a 
Scholar to pretend any Skill in: But I perfuade my- 
felf your Candour will not reſent my naming the 
rich Materials, ſince I leave thoſe more important 
Points, 
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Points, the Faſhion and the Air, to be decided en- 
tirely by your ſuperior Skill. Shall J enquire, then, 
who gave Perfis the filken Habit which the wears: 


Did ſhe not borrow it from the Worm that ſpun thoſe 


ſhining Threads ? And whence did the Worm borrow 

it? From the Leaves of the Mulberry Tree, which 
was planted and nouriſhed for this Purpoſe by the 
Country Swain. May I atk again, how came Therina 
by the fine Linen which ſhe is pleaſed to appear in, 
and the coſtly Lace of Flanders that furrounds it? 
Was it not made of the Stalks of Flax that grew up in 


the Field like other Vegetables ? And are not the fin- 


eſt of your Muſlins owing to the Indian Cotton Free? 


Nor can you tell me, Theron, one upper Garment you 
have, whether Coat, Cloak, or Night-Gown, from 
your Shoulders to your very Feet, as rich and as new 
as you think it, which the Sheep or the poor Silk-worm 
has not worn before you. It is certain the Beaver bore 


your Hat upon his Skin; that foft Fur was his Co- 


vering before it was yours: And the Materials of your 
very Shoes, both the upper Part and the Soles of 
them, covered the Calf or the Heifer before they were 
put on your Fect : All this was Graſs at firſt : for we 
have ſeen that all the Animal World owes its Being to 
Vegetables. 

Give me Leave, Madam, faid he to Ter ina, with- 
out Offence, to lead you into further Wonder, You 
have ſeen that the Furniture of the Place where we 
are, as well as the precious Attire in which you are 
dreſſed, were lately the Production, and the Orna- 
ment of the Foreſt, the Meadow, or the Garden. 
But could you forgive me, if I ſhould attempt to 
perſuade you, that this beautiful Body of yours, thoſe 
lovely Limbs, were once growing alſo in the Fields 
and the Meadows : I ſee, Ladies, you are a little ſhock- 
ed and ſurprized at the Thought. I confeſs the Idea 


and Sentiments of Philoſophy are not always ſo court- 


ly and fo favourable to human Nature, as to be ad- 
dreſſed 
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dreſſed to the tender Sex: But pardon me, Therina, i 
I enquire, was not your Infancy nurſed with Milk 
and Bread- coin? Have you not been fed with Wheat, 


though it was of the fineſt Kind? and your Drink, 


what has it been but either the Infuſion of Barley, or 
the Juice of the Grape; or, for Variety, perhaps the 
Cyder Grove has ſupplied you? The Fleth with which 
You have been nourithed to ſuch a well-proportioned 
Stature, belonged to four-footed Animals, or to the 
Fowls of the Air; and each of theſe, have been either 
fed with Corn or Graſs. Whence, then, Madam, has 
your Body been ſupported, and what do you think it 
is made of ? 5 8 

But it is ſafer to transfer the Argument to myſelf, 
Theſe, Limbs of mine, Therina, owe themſclves en- 
tirely to the animal and vegetable Food, to the Roots, 
or the Stalks, or the Leaves, or the Fruit of Plants, 
or the Fleſh of the Brute Creatures, which have paſſed 
through my Mouth for theſe fifty Years, or the 
Mouths of my Parents before me. This Hand wauld 
have been worn to a mere Skeleton, my Arms had 
been dry Bones, and my Trunk and Ribs the Statue 
of Death, had they not all received perpetual Re- 
cruits from the Field. "Theſe Lips which now ad- 
drefs you, are of the ſame Materials, and they were 
once growing like the Graſs of the Earth. 1 his 
very Fleſh, which I call mine now, did belong to 
the Sheep or the Ox before it was Part of me; 
and it ſerved to clothe their Bones before it covered 
mine. You know, Theron, you are a Gentleman 
who delight in rural Sports, when you reſide at yaur 


Country Seat, and you love to feaſt on the Game that 


you have purſued. Did you ever ſuppoſe that any 
Part of yourſelf was once hurried through the Air in 


the Breaſt of a frightened Partridge, which came be- 


fore Night into your Net? Or that any Piece of you 
was driven through the Fields before the full-mouth- 
ed Hounds on the Legs of a hunted Hare, which 

Was 
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was the next Day prepared for your Table? Had you 
ever ſo ſtrange a Thought as this? And can you 
believe it now ? Or, upon a Survey of that Argument; 
can you tell how to deny it? And what are Hares and 
Partridges made of, bor growing Herbage, or ſhattered 
Corn? 

It is true, you have ſometimes taſted Fiſh: WS 
from the Sea or Rivers, but even thoſe in their Origi- 
nal are alſo Sorts ct Graſs; they have been fed- partly 
by Sea- weeds, and partly by lefler Fiſh, which they 
have devoured, whole prime and natural Nouriſhment 
was from ſome vegetable Matter in the watery World. 
In ſhort, Sir, I am free to declare, that whether I 
have eaten Cheeſe or Butter, Bread or Milk, whether 
I have fed on the Ox or the Sheep, or the Fowls of 
the Air, I am certain that this Body and theſe Limbs 
of mine, even to my Teeth and Nails, and the Hairs 
of my Head, are all borrowed originally from the ve- 
getable Creation. Every Thing of me, that is not 
a thinking Power, that is not Mind or Spirit, was once 
growing like Graſs on the Ground, or was made of 
the Roots which ſupported ſome green Herbage. 

And now, Theren, what do you think of all theſe 
Paradoxes ? Which of them do you cavil at? Which 
leaves you Room for Doubt or Queftion ? Is not Phi- 
loſophy an entertaining Study, that teaches us our Ori- 
ginal, and the aſtoniſhing Operations of divine Wis- 
com and Providence ? Bur it teaches us allo to have 
humble Thoughts of ourſelves, and to remember 
whence we came.“ Theron, to conclude the Dif- 
courſe, confeffed his Surprize and Conviction ; he ac- 
knowledged the Juſtice of Crito's whole Argument, 
gave him hearty Thanks for his inſtructive Lecture, 
and reſolved to remember thoſe amazing Scenes of 
the Operations of Nature, and the adorable Wiſdom 
of God his Maker. Nor ſhall I ever forget, ſaid he, 
the ſtrange and unexpected Dependence of Man on all 
the meaner Parts of the Creation. I am convinced, 

that 


—— — 


—UP— ñ — 


$I 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 167 


that Pride was never made for Man, when I ſee how 
much a-kin his Body is to the Fowls of the Air, and 
Brutes of the Earth. And I think, ſaid he, I am 
more indebted to. my Tenants than ever I could have 
imagined 3 nor will I caſt ſuch a ſcornful Eye again 
on the Grazier and the Farmer, fince this Fleſh and 
Blood of mine, as well as the Furniture of my Houſe, 


and the Cloaths I wear, were once growing in the 


Fields or the Woods, under their Care and Cultiva- 
tion; and I find I am nearer a-kin to them, {ſince this 
Self of mine, with all the Finery that covers it, was 
made originally of the ſame Materials with them, and 
their coarler Coverings. 


FEY IE * n * 
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On the Choick of preſent and future HAPPINESS and 
i -M1-S'E x. 


Dye xointry Blaſts of Death | 
Kill not the Buds of Virtue : No, they ſpread 
Beneath the heaw'nly Beams of brighter Suns, 
Thro' endleſs Ages, into brighter Poavers, THOMSON. 


Lewd young Fellow ſeeing an aged Hermit go 

by him barefoot, Father, ſays he, you are in a 

very miſerable Condition, if there is not another World, 
True, Son, {aid the Hermit, but what, is thy Condition, 
if there is Man is a Creature deſigned for two differ- 
ent States of Being, or rather for two different Lives. 
His firſt Life is ſhort and tranſient ; his ſecond per- 
manent and laſting. _—— — The Queſtion we are all 
concerned in is this, In which of theſe two Lives is 
it our chief Intereſt to make ourſelves happy? Or, in 
viher Words, whether we ſhould endeavour to ſecure 
ourſelves the Pleaſures and Gratifications of a Life 
which is uncertain and precarious, and at its utmoſt 
Length of a very, inconſiderable Duration; or to ſe- 
cure to ourſelves the Pleaſures of a Life whici is fixed 
and ſettled, and will never end? Every Man, upon 


the 
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the firſt hearing of this Queſtion, knows very well 
which Side of it he ought to cloſe with. But how- 
ever right we are in Lg it is plain that in Prac- 
tice we adhere to the wrong Side of the Queſtion. 
We make Provifion for this Life, as though it were ne- 
ver to have an End; and for the other Life, as though 
it were never to have a Beginning. ns 
 Shoulel a Spirit of ſuperior Rank, who is a Stran- 
ger to human Nature, accidentally alight upon the 
Earth, and take a Survey of its Inhabitants, what 
would his Notions of us be? Would not he think 
that we are a Species of Beings made for quite dif- 
ferent Ends and Purpoſes than what we really are ? 
Muſt not he imagine, that we are placed in this 
World to get Riches and Honours! Would not he 


think that it was our Duty to toil after Wealth, 


and Station, and Title? Nay, would not he believe 
we were forbidden Poverty by Threats of eternal 
Puniſhment, and enjoined to purſue our Pleaſures 


under Pain of Damnation ? He would certainly 


imagine that we were influenced by a Scheme of 
Duties quite oppoſite to thoſe which are indeed pre- 
ſcribed to us. And truly, according to ſuch an I- 
magination, he muſt conclude, that we are a Species 
of the moſt obedient Creatures in the Univerſe ; 


that we are conſtant to our Duty ; and that we keep 
a ſteady Eye on the End for which we were lent 


hither. 


But how great would be his Aſtoniſhment, when 


he learned that we were Beings not deſigned to exiſt 
in this World above threeſcore and ten Years z and 
that the oreateſt Part of this buſy Species falls ſhort 


even of that Age? How would he be loſt in Hor- 


ror and Admiration, when he ſhould know that 
this Set of Creatures, who lay out all their Endea- 
vours for this Life, which ſcarce deſerves the Name 


of Exiſtence, when, I ſay he ſhould know that this 


Set of Creatures are to exiſt to all Eternity in ano- 
3 | ther 
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ther Life for which they make no Preparations? 
Nothing can be a greater Diſgrace to Reaſon, than 
that Men, who are perſuaded of theſe two different 
States of Being, fhou!ld be perpetually employed in 
providing for a Life of Threeſcore and Ten Years, 
and neglecting to make Proviſion for that, which after 
many Myriads of Years, will be '{till new, and {till in 
its Beginning 3 eſpecially when we confider that our 
Endeavours ior making ourſelves great, or rich, or ho- 
nourable, or whatever elſe we place our Happineſs in, 


may after all prove unſuccefstul; whereas if we con- 


ſtantly and ſincerely endeavour to make ourſelves hap- 
py in the other Life, we are {ure that our Endeavours 


will ſucceed, and that we fhall not be diſappointedof 


our Hope. 
The following 8 is ſtarted by one of the 
vchoolmen, Suppofiag the whole Body of the Earth 
were a great Ball or Mais of the fineſt Sand, and that 
a ſingle Grain or Particle of this Sand ſhould be an- 
nihilated every Thonſand Years, Suppoſing then that 


vou had it in your Choice to be happy all the while 


chis prodigious Maſs of Sand was conſuming by this 


ſlow Method, till there was not a Grain of it left, on 
Condition you ſhould be miſerable for ever after; 


or ſuppoſing that you might be happy for ever after, 
on Condition you 1hould be miſerable till the whole 


| Maſs of Sand were annihilated at the Rate of one 


Grain in a Thouſand Years: W! 42 theſe two 
Caſes would you make your Choice 

It muſt be co feſſed, in this Caſe, fo many Thou: 
ſands of Years are to the Imagination as a Kind of 
Eternity, though in Reality they do not bear ſo great 
a Proportion to that Duration which is to follow 
them, as an Unit does to the greateſt Number which 
vou can put together in Figures, or as one of thoſe 
Sands to the ſuppoſed Heap. Reaſon therefore tells 
us, without any Matter of Meſitation, which would 
be the better Part in this Choice. However, as I 
have before intimated, our Reaſon might in ſuch a 
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Caſe be ſo overſet by the Imagination, as to diſpoſe 
ſome Perſons to fink under the Conſideration of the 


great Length of the firſt Part of this Duration, and 


of the great Diſtance of that ſecond Duration which, is 


to ſucceed it. The Mind, I fay, might give itſelf 
to that Happineſs which is at Hand, conſidering 
that it. is ſo very near, and that it would laſt fo;very 
long. But when the Choice we actually have before 
us is this, whether we will chuſe to be happy for the 
Space of only threeſcore and ten, nay perhaps of only 


twenty or ten Years, I might ſay of only a Day or 


an Hour, and miſerable to all Eternity : or, on the 
contrary, miſerable for this ſhort Term of Years, 
and happy for a whole Eternity: What Words are 
ſufficient to expreſs that Folly and Want of Conſi- 
deration, which in ſuch a Caſe would make a wrong 
Choice? 

I here put a Caſe even at the worſt, by. ſuppoſing 
(what ne happens) that a Courſe of Virtue makes. 
us miſerable in this Life: But if we ſuppoſe, (as it ge- 
nerally happens) that Virtue would make us more 
happy, even in this Life, than a contrary Courſe of 
Vice; how can we ſufficiently condemn the Stupidity 


or Madneſs of thoſe Perſons who are capable of making 


ſo abſurd a Choice? 

Every wiſe Man therefore will conſider this Life 
only as it may conduce to the Happineſs of the other, 
and chearfwlly ſacrifice the Pleaſures. 4 A feu Fs 
to that of an e N | . 
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1411 Hen 7 5 of: Happineſs and Moe: 


Seek Firtue,—and of that poſſeſt, 1 
| 3 28 Providence reſign the reſt. dt M61 ar. 


TT i is a celebrated Thought of e That if all 
the Misfortunes of Mankind were caſt into a pub- 
lic 
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lie Stock, in order to be equally diſtributed among 
the whole Species, thoſe who now think themſelves | 


the moſt u appy, would prefer the Share they are 
already poſſeſſed of, before that which would fall to 
them by ſuch a Diviſion. Horace has carried this 
Thought a great deal turther; which implies, that 
the Hardſhips or Misfortunes we lie under, are more 
eaſy to us than thoſe of any other Perſon would be, 
in Caſe we ſhould change Conditions with him. 

As I was ruminating on theſe two Remarks, and 
ſeated in my Elbow Chair, I inſenſibly fell 2 
when on a Sudden, methought there was a Procla- 
mation made by Jupiter, that every Mortal ſhould 


bring in his Griefs and Calamities, and throw them 


together in a Heap. There was a large Plain ap- 
pointed for this Purpoſe. I took my Stand in the 


Center of it, and ſaw with a great Deal of Pleaſure 


the whole human Species marching one after another, 
and throwing down. their feveral Loads, which im- 
mediately grew up into a prodigious Mountain, that 
feemed to riſe above the Clouds. 

There was a certain Lady of a thin airy Shape; 
who was very active in this Solemnity. She carried 
a magnifying Glaſs in one of her Hands, and was 
cloathed in a looſe flowing Robe, embroidered. with 


ſeveral Figures of Fiends and Spectres, that diſcovered 
themſelves in a 'Thouſand chimerical Shapes, as ber 
Garment hovered in the Wind. There was ſome- 


thing wild and diſtracted in her Looks. Her Name 


was Fancy. She led up every Mortal to the appointed 


Place, after having very othciouſly affiſted him m 


making up his Pack, and laying it upon his Shoulders. 
My Heart melted en me to ſee my Fellow Crea- 


tures groating under their reſpective Burthens, and 
to conſider that prodigious Bulk of human Calamities 
which lay before me. 


There were however ſeveral Perſons who gave 
me great Diverſion. upon this Occaſion. I obſerved 
ee MY one 
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one bringing in a Fardel very carefully concealed 

under an old embroidered: Cloak, which upon his 

throwing it upon the Heap, I diſcovered to be Po- 
verty. Another, after a great Deal of —— threw 
down his Luggage; which, upon nne 8 
to be his Wife. 

There were Multitudes of Lovers faduled with 3 
very whimſical Burthens, compoled of Darts and 4 
Flames; but what was very odd, though they fighed = 
as if their Hearts would break under theſe. Bundles | 


of Calamities, they could not perſuade themlelves to 
caſt them into the Heap when they came up to it; 
but after a few faint Efforts, ſhook their Heads, and 
marched away, as heavy loaded as they came. I ſaw 
Multitudes of old Women throw down their Wrin- I 
Kles, and ſeveral young ones who ſtripped themſelves |$ 
of a tawny Skin, There were very great Heaps of 
red Noſes, large Lips, and ruſty Teeth. The Truth 
of it is, I was furprized to ſee the greateſt Part of the 
Mountain made up of bodily Deformities. Obſerving 
one advance towards the Heap with a larger Cargo 
than ordinary upon his Back, I found upon his nearer 
Approach, that it was only a vatural Hump, which he 
-Gifpoſed of with great Joy of Heart, among this Col- 
lection of buman Miſeries. There were likewiſe 
Diſtempers of all Sorts, though I could not but ob- 
erve, that there were many more 1maginary than real. 
One little Packet I could not but take Notice af, 
which was a Complication of all the Diſeaſes incident 
td human Nature, and was in the Hands of a great 
many fine People: This was called the Spleen. But 
what moſt of all ſurpriſed me, was a Remark I made, 
that there was not a ſingle Vice or Folly thrown into 
the whole Heap: At which I was very much aftoniſh- 
ed, having concluded within mylelf, that every one 
wool take this Opportunity of getting rid of 2 
lions, Prejudices, and Frailties. 

I took Notice in particular of a very profliga 
Ci= 
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Fellow, who I did not queſtion came loaded with his 


Crimes; but upon ſearching into his Bundle, I found 
that inſtead of throwing his Guilt from-him, he had 
only laid down his Memory. He was folle wed by 
another worthleſs Rogue, who flung away his aoory 


inſtead of his Ignorance. 
W hen the whole Race of Mankind had thus caſt down 


bein Burthens, the Fantome, which had been ſo buſy 
on this Oecaſon, ſeeing me an idle Spectator of what 
paſſed, approached towards me. I grew unealy at her 


Preſence, when on a Sudden the held her magnifying 
Glaſs full before my Eyes. I no ſooner ſaw my. Face 
in it, but was ſtartled at the Shortneſs of it, which 


now apeared to me in the utmoſt Aggravation. The 


immoderate Breadth of the Features made me very 


much out of Humour with my own Countenance: 
upon which Ithrew it from me like a Maſk. It hap- 
pened very luckily, that one who ſtood by me had juſt 
| before thrown down his Viſage, which it ſeems was 
too long for him. It was indeed extended to a moſt 


ihameful Length: I believe the very Ch.n. was, mo- 
deſtly ſpeaking, as long as my whole Face. We had 


both of us an Opportunity of mending ourſelves; 5 and 


all the Contributions-being now brought in, every Man 
was at Liberty to change his Misfortunes for thoſe ot 


another Perſon. But as there aroſe many new Inci- 
dents in the Sequel of my Viſion, I ſhall reſerve: them 
for: the rm of Fs next A. l Sol 
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Al I-gracious Providence i is good and ae * 
Alike in what. it gives, and dh denies. : Poet,” : 


N my laſt: Paper, I gave my Readers. a gight of ie 

Mountain of Miſeries, which was made up of 

thoſe ſeveral Calamities that afflict the Minds of Men. 

I faw, with rn areas the whole Speries 
3 thus 
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thus delivered from its Sorrows; though at the ſame 
Time, as we ſtood round the Heap, and furveyed the 
feveral Materials of which it was compoſed, there was 
ſcarce a Mortal, in this vaſt Multitude, who did not 
diſcover what he thought Pleaſures and Bleflings of 
Life; and wondered how the Owners of them ever 
eame to look upon them as Burthens and Grievances. 
As we were regarding very attentively this Confuſion. 
of Miſeries, this Chaos. of Calamity, Jupiter iſſued out 
3 ſecond Proclamation, that every one was now at 


Liberty to change his AMiQtion, and to return to his. 


Habitation with any other te pre me as thould be 
delivered to Him. 

Upon this, Fancy began again to beſtir W mb 
carcelſing out the hole Heap with incredible Activity, 
recommended to every ene his particular Packet. 
The Hurry and Confuſion at this Time was not 
to be expreſſed. Some Obſervations which I made 
upon this Occaſion, F ſhall communicate to the Pub- 
lie. A venerable grey-headed Man, who had hid: 
down the Cholic, and who I found wanted an Heir- 
to his Eſtate, Matched up an undutiful Son, that had: 
been thrown into the Heap by an angry Father. —. 
The graceleſs Youth, in leſs than a. Quarter of an 
Hour, pulled the old Gentleman by. the Beard, and 
had like to have knocked his Brains out; ſo" that 
meeting the true Father, who came towards him 
in a Fit of the Gripes, he begged bim to take his 
Son again, and give him back his Cholic; but they: 
were mcapable either of them to recede from the 


Choice they had made. A poor Galley Slave, who! 
had thrown down his Chains, took up the Gout in, 


their Stead z but made ſuch wry Faces, that one 


might . perceive he was no great Gainer by the 
t 


Bargain. was pleaſant enough to ſee the ſeveral. 
Exchanges that were made, for Sickneſs againſt Power- 
_ ty, Hunger againſt Want of Appetite, and Care gals 


Pain. * 
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The . World were very buſy among theme 
felves in bartering for Features; one was trucking 
a Lock of grey Hairs for a. Carbuncle ;, another was. 
making over a ſhort Waiſt for a Pair of round Shoul- 
ders; and a third cheapening a bad Face for a loſt Re- 
putation: But on all theſe Occaſions, there was not 
one of them who did not think the new Blemifh, as 
foon as ſhe had got it into her Poſſeſſion, much more 
diſagreeable than the old one. I made the ſame Ob- 
ſer vation on every other Misfortune or Calamity, which 
every one of the Aſſembly brought upon himſelf, in 
Lieu of what he had parted with; whether it be that 
all the Evils which befal us, are in ſome Meaſure ſuit- 
ed and proportioned to our Strength, or that every 
Evil becomes more ſupportable by our being accuſtome 
ed to it, I ſhall not determine. 

I could not from my Heart forbear pitying the poor 


- hump- backed Gentleman mentioned in the former 


Paper, who went off a very well-ſhaped Perſon with 
2 None: in his Bladder z. nor the fine Gentleman who 
had ſtruck up a Bargain with him, that limped: 

through the whole Aſſembly of Ladies who — to. 


admire him, with a Ten of Shoulders peeping over. 


his Head.. 
- I muſt not omit my own particular 3 — 
Ny Friend with the-long Viſage bad no ſooner taken 
upon him my ſhort. Face, but he made ſuch a gro- 
teſque Figure in it, that as I looked upon him I could: 
not forbear laughing at myſelf, inſomuch that I put 
my own Face out of Countenance. The poor Gen- 


tleman was ſo. ſenſible of the Ridicule, that I found 


he was aſhamed of what he had done: On the other: 
Side, I found that I myſelf had got no great Reaſon: 
to triumph; for as I went to touch my Forehead, I 
miſſed the Place, and clapped my Finger upon my up- 
per Lip. Beſides, as my Noſe was exceedingly. promi- 
nent, I gave it two or three unlucky Knocks, as I was 
playing my Hand about my Face, and aiming at ds 

Other 
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other Part of it. I ſaw two other Gentlemen by me, 
who were in the ſame ridiculous Circumſtances. 
Theſe had made a fooliſh Swap between a Couple of 
thick bandy Legs, and two long Trap-iticks that had 


no Calves to them. One of thoſe looked like a Man 


walking upon Stilts, and was ſo lifted; up into the 


Air above his ordinary Height, that his Head turned 


round witlr it ; white the other made ſuch aukward 
Circles as he attempted to walk, that he ſcarce knew 
how to move forward upon his new Supporters: Ob- 
ſerving him to be a very pleaſant Kind of a Fellow, I 
ſtruck my Cane into the Ground, and told him I 


would hy a Bottle of Wine, that he did not march 
up to it in a Line, that I drew for „ in a Quarter 


of an Hour. 


The Heap was at laſt diſtributed among the two- 


Sexes, who made a moſt piteous Sight, as they wan- 
dered.up and down: under the Preſſure of their ſeveral 
Burdens. 'Fhe whole Plain was filled with Murmurs- 


and Complaints, Groans and Lamentations. Tf cx 9 


at length, taking Compaſſion upen the poor. Mortals, 
ordered them a ſecond Lime to lay dow their Loads; 


with a Deſign to give every one his own again. They 


diſcharged themſelves with a great deal of Pleaſure; 
after which, the Fantome, which had led them into 
ſuch groſs Deluſion, was commanded to - diſappear. 
Thire was ſent in her Stead a Goddeſs of quite dif- 


ferent Figure: Her Motions were ſteady and 3 
and her Aſpect ſerious and chearful. She every now ? 


and then caſt her Eyes towards. Heaven, and fixed them 
upon Jupiter. Her Name was Patience. She had no 
ſooner placed herſelf by the Mount of Sorrows, but, 
what I thought very remarkable, the whole Heap ſunk 
to ſuch a Degree, that it did not appear a third Part ſo 
big as it was before. She afterwards returned every 
Min his own proper Calamity, and teaching him 


how to bear it in the moſt commodious Manner, he 


marched off with it contentedly,, being very well 
11 Pfeile 
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pleaſed that he had not been left to his own Choice, 


as to the Kind of Evils which fell to his Lot. a 
Beſides the ſeveral Pieces of Morality to be drawn 


out of this Viſion, I learnt from it never to repine at 
my own” Misfortunes, or to envy the Happineſs of 
another, fince it is impoffible for any Man to form a 


right Judgment of his Neighbour's Sufferings; for 
which Reaſon alſo I have determined, never to think 
100 lightly of another's Complaints, but to regard the 
Sorrows of my Fellow-Creature with Sentiments of 
Humanity on e te 


a. 
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Ani thoſe be bappy call d, unhappy thoſe'y i e ee 
_ But Heawen's juſt. Belance equal will appear, 

= * . are r dz in As, and thoſe in Fear. 


a.” 


Por. 


LE, the | Derviſe, who witches the ſacred 
4 Lamp in the Sepulchre of the Prophet, as he 
one Day rofe up from the Devotions of the Morning, 
which he had performed at the Gate of the Temple, 
with his Body turned towards the Eaſt, and his Fore- 
head upon the Earth, ſaw before him a Man in ſplen - 
did Apparel; attended by a long Retinue, who gazed 
ftedfaſtly on him, with a Look of mournful Compla- 
ad. and ſeemed i oe to p60, but” eee, 0 

offen | nt 


The Dervife, after @ Wort Silence, . 8 


faluing him with the calm Dignity which Indepen- 


dence: coufers upon Huwilty, rene that he would 
W his Purpoſe. © - 

„ Almet, ſaid the Stran ger, thou ſeeſt defode thee 
2 Man, whom the Hand of Proſperity has over- 
whelmed with Wretchedneſs. - Whatever I once de- 
fred as the Means of Happineſs, I now poſlels; he 
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I am not yet happy, and therefore I deſpair. I regret 


the Lapſe of Time, becauſe it glides away without 
Enjoyment; and as I expect nothing in the future but 


the Vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that the future. 


fhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it ſhould be cut off: 


and my Heart ſinks when I anticipate the Moment 


in which Eternity ſhall cloſe over the Vacuity of iny 
Life, like the Seas upon the Path of a Ship, and.leave 
no Traces of my Exiſtence more durable than the Fur- 
row which remains after the Waves have united, I 
in the Treaſures of thy Wiſdom, there is any Precept 
to obtain Felicity, vouchſafe it to me: For this Pur- 


poſe am I come a Purpoſe which yet I fear to reveal, 


leſt, like all the former, it ſhould be diſappointed, 3 
Almet liſtened with Looks of Aſtoniſhment and Vity, 
to this Complaint of a Being, in whom Reaſon was 
known to be a Pledge of Immortality : But the Se- 
renity of his Countenance ſoon returned; and ſtretch- 


ing out his Hands towards Heaven, Stranger,” fad 
he, the Knowledge which! have received + om the 


Prophet, I will communicate to thee. 
As I was ſiting once at the Porch of the Temple, 
penſive and alone, mine Eyes wandered among the 


Muttitude that was ſcattered before me; and while 


I remarked the Warineſs and Solicitude whicli was 
viſible in. every Countenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruek 


with a Senſe of their Condition. Wretched Mortals, 
aid 1, to what Purpoſe are you buſy ? If to produce 
Happineſs, by whom is it enjoyed? Do the Linens 


of Egypt, and the Silks of Perſia, beſtow Felicity on 


thoſe who wear them, equal to the Wretchednefs of 
vonder Slaves, whom I lee leading the Camels that 
bring them? Is che Fineneſs of the Texture, or the 


Splendor. of the Tints, regarded with Delight by 
thoſe, to whom Cuſtom has rendered them fami- 
liar? Or, can the Power of Habit render others in- 
ſenſible of Pain, who live only to traverſe tbe Deſart; 
a scans of dreadful Uniformity, where a barren 
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Level is bounded only by the Horizon; where no 
Change of Proſpe&, nor. Variety of Images, relieve 
the Iraveller from a Senſe of I oil and Banger; of 


Whirlwinds, which in a Moment may bury him in 


the Sand; and of Ihirſt, which the Wealthy have 

ven half their Poſſeſſions to allay? Do thoſe on whom 
NG Diamonds ſparkle with unregarded Luſtre, 
gain from the Poſſeſſion what is loſt by the Wretch 


who ſeeks them in the Mine ; who lives excluded 
from the. common Bounties of Nature; to whom even 


the Viciſitude of Day and Night is not known; who 
ſighs in perpetual Darkneſs, and whoſe Life is one 
mournful Alternative of Inſenſibility and Labour? 


If thoſe are not happy who poſſeſs, in Proportion as 


thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how vain a Dream is 
the Life of Man! And if there is indeed ſuch Differ- 
ence in the Value of Exiſtence, how ſhall we acquit 
ef Partiality the Hand by which this Ditference has 


been made? 


„While my Thoughts thus multiplied, and my 
Heart burnt within me, I became ſenſible of a ſud» 
den Influence from above. The Streets: and the 
Crowds of Mecca diſappeared. I found myſelf fitting 
on the Declivity of a Mountain, and perceived at my 
Right-hand an Angel, whom I knew to be Azoran, 


the Miniſter of Reproof. When I ſaw him I was 
afraid. I caſt my Eyes upon the Ground, and was 


about to deprecate his Anger, when he commanded 


me to be ſilent. Almet, ſaid he, thou haſt devoted 
thy Life to Meditation, that thy Council might de- 


ver Ignorance from the Mazes of Error, and deter 
Preſumption from the Precipice of Guilt; but the 
Book of Nature thou haſt read without Under ſtanding: : 


It is again open before thee; look up, conſider it, and 


be wiſe.” - - 
-- 46. [looked up, and whats an kaclofars, beatifolas 


the Gardens of -Paradiſe, but of a ſmall Extent. 


Through the Middle there was a green Walk; at 
the End a wild Deſart; and beyond, impenetrable 
* | ak- 
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Darkneſs. The Walk was {ſhaded with Trees fe: 
very Kind, that were covered at once with Blofloms _ x 
and Fruit; innumerable Birds were ſinging in the #F - 
Branches; the Graſs was intermingled with Flowers 
which impregnated the Breeze with Fragrance, and 
painted the Path with Beauty: On the one Side flow- 
ed a gentle tranſparent Stream, which was juſt heard 
to murmur over the golden Sands that ſparkled at the 
Bottom; and on the other were Walks and Bowers, 1 
Fountains, Grottos, and Caſcades, which diverſified EY 
i the Scene with endleſs Variety, but did not conceal 
Fi the Bounds. x 
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[| „ While I was gazing in a Tranſport of Delight and 

1 Wonder on this enchanting Spot, I perceived a Man 
ſtealing along the Walk with a thoughtful and deli- 3 
1 berate Pace: His Eyes were fixed upon the Earth, # 
1 and his Arms croſſed on his Boſom; he fometimes = 


ff fiarted as if a ſudden Pang had ſeized him; his 
| Countenance expreſſed Solicitude and Terror; he 1 
It looked round with a Sigh, and having gazed a Mo- — 
| ment on the Deſart that lay before him, he ſeemed as 
if he wifhed to ſtop, but was impelled forward by 
ſome inviſible Power: His Features, however, ſoon 
ſettled again into a calm Melancholy ; his Eyes were 
again fixed on the Ground, and he went on as before, 
with apparent Reluctance, but without Emotion. 
I was ſtruck with this Appearance; and turning ba 
haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquire, what 5 
could produce ſuch Infelicity in a Being, ſurround- 
| ed with every Object that could gratify every: Senſe z 
f but he prevented my Requeſt: * The Book, of 
[ Nature, faid he, is before thee; look up, conſi- 4 
- der it, and be wiſe“ I locked and beheld a Valley 1 
between two Mountains that were craggy and bar- | 
ren: On the Path there was no Verdure, and the 
| Mountains afforded no Shade: The Sun burnt in 
1 the Zenith, and every Spring was dried up: But the 
Valley terminated in a Country that was pleaſant and 
fertile, ſhaded with Woods and adorned with Build- 
in gs, 
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ings. At a ſecond View, I diſcovered a Man in this 
Valley, meagre indeed and naked, but his Counte- 
nance was. chearful, and his Deportment active: He 
kept his Eye fixed upon the Country before him, and 
looked as if he would have run, but that he was re- 
ſtrained, as the other had been impelled, by ſome ſe- 
cret Influence: Sometimes, indeed, I perceived a ſud- 
den Expreffion of Pain, and ſometimes he ſtopped 
ſhort as if his Foot was pierced by the Aſperities of 
the Way; but the Sprightlineſs of his Countenance 
inſtantly returned, and he paſſed forward without Ap- 
pearance of Repining or Complaint. 

I turned again towards the Angel, impatient to en- 
quire fiom what ſecret Source Happineſs was derived, 
in a Situation ſo different from that in which it might 


have been expected; but he again prevented my Re- 


queſt: * Almet, ſaid he, remember what thou haſt 
ſeen, and let this Memorial be written upon the Ta- 
blet of thy Heart. Remember, Almet, that the World, 

in which thou art placed, is but the Road to anotlier; : 
and that Happineſs depends not upon the Path, but 


the End: The Value of this Period of thy Exiſtence, 


is fixed by Hope and Fear. The Wretch who wiſhed 
to linger in the Garden, who looked round upon its 
Limits with Terror, was deſtitute of Enjoyment, be- 
cauſe he was deſtitute of Hope, and was. perpetually 
tormented by the Dread of loſing that which he did 


not enjoy. The Song of the Birds had been repeated 


till it was not heard, and the Flowers had ſo often re- 
curred that their Beauty was not ſeen; the River 
glided by unnoticed, and he feared to lift his Eye to 


the Proſpect, leſt he ſhould behold the Waſte that 
chunt it. But he that toiled through the Val- 


ley was happy, becauſe he looked forward with Hope. 
Thus, to the Sojourner upon Earth, it is of little 
Moment, whether the Path he treads be ſtrewed with 
Flowers or with Thorns, if he perceive himſelf to 
approach thoſe Regions, in Compariſon of which the 
Thorns and the Flowers of this Wilderneſs loſe their 


Q_ Diſ- 
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Diſtinction, and are both alike impotent to give Plea- 
ture or Pain, 
« What then has eternal Wiſdom unequally dic. 


and without which every Station muſt be wretched, is 


* 


— 


— — 


The Sun was gone down; the Multitude was retired 
to Reſt, and the folemn Quiet of Midnight concurred 
with the Reſolution of my Doubts to W r the 
Tranquilhty of my Mind. 

Such, my Son, was the Viſion whdck the Prophet 


8 — — Py age — 4 5 
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therefore thou art diſappointed. Let not Inſtruction 
be loſt upon thee; but go thy Way, let thy Flock 


— _ | "oY a w 0 P . 2 
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{ation be above. Thus ſhalt thou rejoice in Hape, and 


tion of thy Felicity. 
Almet, in whoſe Breaſt Devotion Eindled as a 


— 


* * 


| veparted 1 in Peace, 
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tributed ? That which can make every Station happy, 


if acquired by Virtue ; and Virtue is pofſible to all. Re- 
11 member, Almet, the Viſion which thou haſt ſeen; and 
|. tet my Words be written on the Tablet of thy Tleart, 
i that thou mayeſt direct the Wanderer o Tappin 

„ and juſtify God to Man.“ F: 
In While the Voice of Azoran was s yet 0 * my | 


Far, the Proſpect vaniſhed from be fore me, and 1 
found myſelf again ſitting at the Porch of the Jemple. 


vouchſafed me, not for my Sake only, but for ibine. 
Thou haſt ſought Felicity in temporal Things; and 


cloath the Naked, "and thy Table feed the Hungry; 
deliver the Poor from Oppreſſion, and let thy Conver- 


| look forward to the End of Life, as the Canin | 


ſpake, returned into the Temple, and the ee 
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DT las ! 755 know the Cauſe 190 well - 
Type Salt is fpitt, to me ii ſells 
Typen to contribute te my" Loſs, 


NN Mit and Fork were laid acroſs. 


Jai Night, & more to:Heap'n tis true, 
f „ee e thontirg.a Coen flew. 3 
N'OING Yeſterday to dine with an old Acquaint- 
ance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole 
Family very much dejected. Upon aſking him the 
Occation of it, he told me that his Wife had dreamt 
a very ſtrange Dream the Night before, which they 
were afraid portended fome Misfortune to themſelves 
or to their Children. At her coming into the Roon:, 


I obſerved a ſettled Melancholy in her Countenance, 


which I ſhould have been troubled for, had I not 
heard from whenee it proceeded; We were no ſooner 


ſat down, but after having looked upon me a little 
While, „ My Dear, ſays the, turning to her Huthard, 


you may now ſee the Stranger that was in the Candic 
kaft Night.“ Soon after this, as they began to talk of 
Family Affairs, a little Boy at the lower End of the: 
Table told her, that he was to go into Joining-hand 
on Thurſday : * Thurſday ! ſays the, no Child, if it 
pleaſe God, you ſhall not begin upon Childes amday. 
tell your Wiiting-Maſter that Friday will be ſoon. e- 
nouph.” I was reflecting within myſelf on the Odd - 
neſs of her Fancy, and wondering that any Body 
would eſtabliſh it as a Rule to loſe a Day in every 
Week. In the Midſt of theſe my Muſings, ſhe defired 
me to reach her a little Salt upon the Point of my 
Knife, which I did in ſuch a Trepidation and Hurry 
of Obedience, that I let it drop by the Way; at 


which ſhe immediately ſtartled, and faid it fell towards 


her. Upon this I looked very blank; and obſerving. 
the Concern of the whole Table, began to confider 
myſelf, with ſome Confuſion, as a Perſon thath had 
brought a Diſaſter upon the Family, The Lady, how- 
2 ever, 
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ever, recovering herſelf, akier alittle Space ſaid to her 
Huſband with a Sigh, „ My Dear, Misfortunes never 
| | come ſingle.“ My Fr wa, 1 found, acted but an 
9 Under-part at his Table, and being a Man of more 
i Good-nature than Underſtanding, thinks. himſelf. o- F 
bliged to fall in with all the Paſlions and Humours f 
his Yoke-fellow : Do you remember, Child, ſaid ſhe, 
that the Pigeon-houſe fell the very Afternoon that. our 
careleſs Wench ſpilt the Salt upon the Table? Ves, 
ſays he, my Dear, and the next Poſt brought us an 
Account of the Battle of A/mauza.” The Reader may 
gueſs at the Figure I made, after having done all this 
Miſchief. I dif; patched my Dinner as faſt as. I could, 
with my uſual Taciturnity; when, to my utter Con- 
fuſion, the Lady ſeeing me quitting my Knife and 
Fork, and laying them acroſs one another upon my 
Plate, defired me that I would humour her ſo tar as to 
take them out of that Figure, and place them Side by 433 
vide, What the Abſurdity was which I had commit: 
ted I did not know, bur J ſuppoſe there was ſome ixas 
ditionary Superſtition in it; and therefore, in Obes 
dience to the Lady of the Houſe, I diſpoſed of my I 
Knife and Fork in two parallel Lines, which is a Fi- 5 
gure I ſhall always lay them in for the future, though | 
i do not know any Reaſon for it. 
It is not difficult for a Man to ſee that a Perſon 
bas conceived an Averfion to him. For my own 
Part, 1 quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that ſhe 
regarded me as a very od Kind of a Fellow, with, an 
i unfortunate Aſpect: For which Reaſon I took my 
Leave immediately after Dinner, and withdrew..to 
my own. Lodgings. Upon my Return Home, I fell 
into a profound Contemplation on the Evils that 
attend, thoſe ſuperſtitious Follies of Mankind; how 
they ſubject us ta imaginary Afflictions, and additional 
ee that do not properly come within our Lot. 
As if the natural Calamities of Life were not ſufficient 
tor it, we turn the moſt indifferent Circumſtances 1718 
18 
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Misfortunes, and ſuffer as much from trifling Acci- 
dents, as from real Evils. I have known the Shoot- 
ing of a Star ſpoil a Night's Reſt 3 and have ſeen a 
Man in Love grow pale and loſe kis Appetite, upon 
the plucking of a Merry-thought.. A vcreech Owl 


at Midnight has alarmed a Family. more than a Band 


of Robbers; nay, the Voice of a Cricket has ſtruck 


more Terror than the Roaring. of a Lion. Thene 


is- nothing ſo inconſiderable, which may. not appear 
dreadful to an Imagination filled with Omens and: 


| Prognoſtics.. A ruſty Nath, or. crooked Pin, ſhoots 


pale, Prodigies. 
I remember I was once in a mix xed Aﬀembls, nt 
was full. of Noiſe and Mirth, when on a Sudden an 


old Woman unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of 
us im Company. The Remirk ſtruck a panic. Terror 
into ſeveral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or 
two of the Ladies were going to leave the Room; but 
2 Friend of mine taking Notice that one of our Female 
Companions was big with Child, afficmed there were 
fourteen in the Room, and that inſtead of porte ending 
that one of the Company ſhould die, it plainly forctols 
that one of them ſhould be born. Had not my Friend 


found this. Experiment to break the Omen, 1 queſtion 
not but Half the Women in the Company would have 


fallen ſick that very Night. 


An old Maig, that is troubled with. the Fapoun 
produces infinite Diſturbances of this Kind among her 
Friends and Neighbours. I know a Maiden Aunt of 


à great Family, who is one of thoſe antiquated: S751 


that forbodes and propheſies from one End of the 
Year to the other. She is always. ſeeing; Apparition; 3. 
and hearing Deach-Watches; 0 and, was the other D:y 
almoſt frightened out of her Wits by the great How: 


Dog; that howled in the Stable at the Time when itie 
Hay ill of the Tooth-ach. Such an entravagant Caſt © TF 


Mind engages Multitudes of People not only i in imper- 


tinent Terror, but in ſupernumerary Duties of Lite; : 


and ariſes from that Fear and Ignorance which are 


Q 3 a- 
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natural to the Soul of Man. The Horror with which 
we entertain the Thoughts of Death, (or indeed of any 
future Evil) and the Uncertainty of its Approrch, fill 
a melancholy Mind with innumerable Apprehenſions 
and Suſpicions, and conſequently diſpoſe it to the Qb- 
ſer vation of ſuch groundleſs Prodigies and Prediftiohs. 
For as it is the chief Concern of wiſe Men, to retre 
the Evils of Life by the Reaſonings of Phitofoph Y3 Ir 
is the Emplc a, of Fools to N them by the 
Sentiments of Superſtition. 11 
For my own Part, I ſhould be very much trouble 
were Iendowed with this divining Quality, though" 
ſhould inform me truly of every Thing that wa befal 
me; I would not anticipate the Reliſh of any op Hip 
neſs, nor feel the Weight of ſe Miſery,” befl 
ny arrives COPE e 
1 know but one way of fortifying my 850 agant 
theſe gloomy Preſages and Terrors + Mind; and fl 
is, by T:carins to myſelf the Friendſhip and oteCtio1 
of that Being, who diſpoſes of Events, and £6 
Futüriey. Fle ſees at one View, the whole Thread 
my Exiſtence, not only that Part of it which 'T have 
already paſſed through, but that which runs forward 
into all the Depths of Eternity: When J hay me down 
to ſleep, I'recommend myſelf to his Care'; when 1 
awake, I give myſelf up to his Direction. Amidſt af 
the Evils that threaten me, I will loek up to him for 
Help," nd queſtion not but he will either avert; r 
turn them tomy Advantage. Though I know” neither 
the Time nor the Manner of the Death I am td die, 1 
am mot at all ſolicitous about it; becauſe I am ſure 
that he knows them both, and that he will not fail to 
comfort and ſupport me under them. | il! 
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n GnosTs and APPARITIONS.' 


Men Appatitions fill the Mine. 


241911 Soul ii unnerw'd, and Reaſon's blind. RK. 


* 4 
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Remember laſt Winter there were ſeveral young 
1 Girls. of the Neighbourhood fitting about the {| 
Fire with my Landlady's Daughters, and telling Sto- | 
ries, of Spirits, and Apparitions. Upon my opening | 
the Door, the young Women broke off their Dif- 
courſe, ; but my Landlady's Daughter telling them 
that it was no Body but the Gentleman, (for that is 
the Name 1 go by in the Neighbourhood as well | 
as. in; the Family) they went on without minding me. 
1 ſrated: of by the Carmdle that ſtood on a I able 
4 at one End of the Room; and pretending to read a 
Wook that I took; out of my Pocket, heard ſeveral 
Areadful Stories of Ghoſts. as pale as Aſhes that 
gad ſtood at the Foot of a Bed, or walked over a 
Church-pard by Moori-light : And of others that had 
been conjured into the Red-Sea, for diſturbing Peo- 
10 Ple's Reſt, and drawing their Curtains at Midnight; 
with many other old Women's Fables of the like Na- 
0 ture;, As one Spirit raiſed another, I obſerved that 
at be End of every Story, the whole Company cloſed 
3 crowded about the Fire: I took 
Oticey in particular, of a little Boy, who was ſo ate 
25 tentięe to every Story, that I am miſtaken if he ver | 
5 "ade to Bed by himſelf theſe twelve Months 
Indeed they talked ſo long, that the Imaginations of 
the whole Aſſembly were manifeſtly crazed, and. 4 
am ſure will be the worſe for it as long as they live. | 
T heard one of the Girls, that had looked. upon, me | 
over her Shoulder, zſking the Company how long | 
I had been in the Room, and whether I did not look 
paler than I uſed to do. This put me under ſome Ap- 
prehenſions that I ſhov!d be forced to explain myſelf, 
if J did not retire; for which Reaſon I took the 
Candle in my Hand, and went into my Chamber, 
| | | nor 


— — — e 
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not without wondering at this unaccountable Weak 

neſs in reaſonable Creatures, that they ſhould love 
to aſtoniſh and terrify one another. Were Ia Father, 
I-thoald take particular Care to preſerve my Children 
from theſe little Horrors of Imagination, which they 
are apt to contract when they are young, and are not 

able to ſhake off when they are in Lears. I have 
known a Soldier that has entered a Breach, affright. 
ed at his own ſhadow, and look pale at a little; 
Scratching at his Door, who the Day before had 
marched up againſt a Battery of Cannon. There 
are Inſtances of Perſons who have been terrified even 
to Diſtraction at the Figure of a Tree, or the ſhakinig 
of a -Bulruſh. The Truth of it is; L look uponla 
ſoand Imagination as the greateſt Bleſſing. of Life, 
next to a clear Judgment and a good Conſtience. In 
the mean Time, ſince there are very few whoſe Minds. 
are not more or leſs ſubject to theſe dreadfut Thoughts 
and Apprehenſions, we ought. to arm-ourſelves as 
gainſt them by the Dictates of Reaſom and Religion; 

to pull the oll Woman out of our Heart, and extins 


guiſk thoſe impertinent Notions, which we imbibed at 


a Time when we were not able to judge of their 
Abſurdity. CCC ĩ 5.04.0 e 28889 
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IT is never without very melanch oly Reflection 85 

that we can 6bſerve the Mifcondudt or | Miſezt-: 
riage of thoſe Men; who feerr by the Force of Un- 
derſtanding, or Extent of Knowledge, exempted from 
the general F:ailties of human Nature, and privileged 
from the common Infelicities of Life. Though. the 
Ss | | : World 
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W ortd/is- cronded with Scenes of Calamity, we look 


for the moſt Patt upon the general Mafs of Wretch- 


edneſs with very little Regard, and fix our Eyes upon 
the State of particular Perſons, whom the Eminence 


of their Qualities marks out from the Multitude :. 
Ass in reading the Account of a Battle, we ſeldom re- 


flect on the: vulgar Heaps of Slaughter, but follow the 
Hero with our whole Attention through all the Va- 
rieties of his Fortunes, without a Thought of the 
Thouſands that are falling round him. 
With the ſame Kind of anxious Veneration I have 
for many :Years- been making Obſervations on the 


Life of Polhphilus; a Man whom all his Acquaintances 


have, from hib firſt Appearance in the World, feared 
for the Quickneſs of his Diſcernment, and admired 


for the Mukiplicity of his Attamments; but whoſe 
Progreſs in Life, and whoſe Uſefulneſs to Mankind, 


have perhaps been hindered by the Superfluity of his 


Knowledge; and the Celerity of his Mind. 


Holypbilus was remarkable at the School for ſur- 


paſſing all his Companions, without any viſible Ap-. 


plication: And at the Univerfity was diſtinguiſhed. 
equally for his ſucceſsful Progreſs, as well through the 
rough and thorny Mazes of Science, as the ſmooth 
and flowing Parts of politer Literature; without any 
ſtriet Confinẽment to Hours of Study, or any remark- 


able Forbearance of the common Amuſements of 
young Men. (RS WT) | 


W hen Polyphilus was at the Age in which Men 


uſually chuſe their Profeſſion, and prepare to enter in- 


to a public Character, every academical Eye was fixed 
upon him; and all were curious to enquire what this 
univerſal Genius would fix upon for the Employment 
of Life: And no Doubt was made but that he would 
leave all his Cotemporaries behind bim, and -mount 
to the higheſt Honours of that Clas in which he 


ſhould enliſt himſelf, without thoſe Delays and 


Pauſes which muſt always be endured by  meaner- 
Abilities, — —— 
N £ 617 
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terrupted Succeſs, to place great Confidence in his 


Indulgence of his Hopes, and Fxpectations of the 
Aſtoniſhment with which the World would be Arueke, 


nor could he help (for whom does not conſtant Flat- 
tery intoxicate?) to join ſometimes in the Mirth of 


tions of the Condition, which thoſe with whem he 


into his Imagination, and which, after having Lonſi- 
dered, i in a few Hours he found himſelf able 18 main- 


to excel; and which promiſed higher Honours and 


:. Polyphilus, though by no Means inſolent and af< 
K n had been ſufficiently encouraged by unin- 


own. Parts; and was not below his Companions in the 
when . firſt his Luſtre ſhould break out upen it; 


his Friends, at the ſudden Difappearance of thoſe, who, 
having ſhone awhile, and drawn the Eyes of the Publie 
upon their feeble Luſtre; were now doomed to fade . 
way before him. eee eee 

It is natural for a "FH to catch advantagtous Ne. 


converſes are ſtriving to attain.” | Polyphilus,” in a 
Ramble to London, fell accidentally among the Phy- 
'ficians; and was ſo much pleaſed with the 2 
of turning Philoſophy to Profit, and ſo bighly de- 
lighted with a new Theory of Fevers, wich darted 


tain againſt all the Advocates for the ancient Syſtent, 
that he reſolved to apply himſelf to Anatomy, Botany, 
and Chemiſtry; and to leave no Part uncenquered, 
either of the animal, mineral, or vegetable Kin dons. 

He therefore read Authors, conſtructed Syſtems, 
and tried Experiments. But unhapily, as hee was 
going to ſee a new Plant of Flowers at Chel/a, he met, 
in croſſing W Ami er to take the Water, the hab 
cellor's Coach. He had the Curioſity to follow him 
into the Hall; where a remarkable Cauſe happened 
to be tried and found himſelf able to produte f 
many Arguments which the Lawyers had omitted vn 
both Sides, that he determined to quit Phyfic For 
As. Profeſſion in which he found it would be ſo eaſy- 


larger . without melancholy Attendance- upon 
Miſery, 
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. Miſery, mean Submiſſion to Peeviſhnefs, and conti- 
nual Interruption to Reſt and Pleaſure, ot 
5 He immediately took Chambers in the. Temple, 
; bought-a.Common-Place- Book, and-confined himſelf 
i for fome n Months to the Peruſal of the Statutes, 
| Fear- Books, Pleadings, and Reports. He was a 
N conſtant Hearer:iof:the Proceedings in the Courts, 


and began to put Cafes with reaſonable Accuracy. 
But che ſoon diſcovered, by conſidering the Fortune 
of Lawyers, that: Preferment was not to be got by 
Acuteneſs, Learning, and Eloquence. He was per- 
plexed by the Abſurdities of Attornies, and Miſre- 
preſentations made by his Clients of their own Cauſes; | 
by the uſeleſs Anxiety of one, and the inceſſant Im- | 


portunity of another.: He began to repent of having | 
devoted himſelf. to a Study, which was ſo narrow | 
in its Comprehenſion, which would never carry his | 
Name to any other Country; and thought it un- | 
 worthy;of a Man of Parts, to fell his Life only for | 


Money. The Barrenneſs of his Fellow Students | 
forced him generally into other Company, at his | 
Hours of Entertainment; and, among the Varieties | 
of Converſation through which his Curiofity was 
daily wandering, he, by Chance, mingled at a Ta- | 
vern, with ſome intelligent Officers of the Army. A | 
Man. of Letters was eaſily dazzled with the Gaiety of | 
their Appearance, and ſoftened into Kindneſs by the | 
Politeneſs of their Addreſs. He therefore cultivated- 
this new Acquaintance; and when he ſaw how rea 
dily they found, in every Place, Admiflion and Re- 
| gard, and how familiarly they mingled with every 


'] Rank and Order of Men, he began to feel his Heart 
beat for military Honours; and wondered how the 
| Prejudices of the Univerſity ſhould have made him ſo 
long inſenſible of that Ambition, which had fired 
ſo many Hearts in every Age 3 and negligent of 
that Calling, which is above all others univer- 
fally and invariably illuſtrious, and which gives, 
even to the exterior Appearance of its Profeſſors, 
; 5 | a 
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a ' Dignity and Freedom unknown to the reſt of 
Mankind. | | 

Theſe favourable ee were made till 
deeper by his Converſation with the Ladies; whoſe 


. Regard for Soldiers he could not obſerve without 


wiſhing himſelf one of that happy Fraternity, to 
which . Female World ſeem to have devoted all 
their Charms and their Kindneſs. The Love of 
Knowledge, which was {till his predominant Incli- 
nation, was gratified by the Recital of Adventures, 
and Accounts of foreign Countries; and therefore 
he thought there was no Way of Life in which all 
his Views could ſo completely concenter, as in that 
of a Soldier. In the Art of War he thought it not 
difficult to excel, having obſerved his new Friends 
not very much verſed in the Principles of Tactics or 
Fortification z and therefore he ſtudied all the mili- 
tary Writings, both ancient and modern; and, in a 
ſhort Time, could tell how to have gained every re- 
markable Battle that had been loſt from the Begin- 
ning of the World. He often ſhewed at Table 
how Alexander ſhould have been checked in his Con- 
queſts, what was the fatal Error at Phar/alia, how 
Charles of Sueden might have eſcaped his Ruin at 
Pultowa, and Marlborough might have been made to 
repent his, Temerity at Blenheim, He entrenched, Ar- 
mies upon Paper, fo that no Superiority of Numbers 
could force them; and modelled in Clay many impreg- 
nable Fortreſſes, on which the preſent Arts of Attack 
_ would; be exhauſted without Effect. | 
. Polyphalus in a ſhort Time obtained a. Commiſſion ; 
dut before he could rub off the Solemnity of a Scho- 
lar, and gain the true Air of military Vivacity, a 
War was declared, and Forces ſent to the 9 
Here Polyphilus unhappily found, that Study alone 
would not make a Soldier: For, being much accuſ- 
tomed to think, the Senſe of Danger ſunk into his 
Mind, and he felt at the Approach of an Action 
that Terror which a Sentence of Death would have 
6 brought 
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brought upon him. He ſaw that inſtead of conquer- 
ing their Fears, the Endeavours of his gay Friends 
were only to eſcape them: But his Philoſophy chained 
his Mind to its Object; and rather loaded him with 
Shackles, than furniſhed him with Arms. He however 


ſuppreſſed his Miſery in Silence, and paſſed through 


the Campaign with Honour ; but found himſelf utter» 
ly unable to ſupport another. 


He then had Recourſe again to his Books, and 


continued to range from one Study to another. As 
I uſually viſit him once a Month, and am admitted 


to him without previous Notice, 1 have found bim 
within this laſt Half Year decyphering the CHineſẽ 
Language, making a Farce, collecting a Vocabulary 
of the obfolete Terms of the Engliſh Law, writing 
an Enquiry concerning the ancient Corinthian Braſs, 


and forming a new Scheme of the Variations of the 


Needle. 


Thus this powerful Genius, which meh have 
extended the Sphere of any Science, or benefited 
the World in _ Profeſſion, is diflipated in a bound- 
les Variety, without any Profit to others or himſelf. 
He makes ſudden Irruptions into the Regions of 


| Knowledge, and ſecs all Obſtacles give Way before 


him; but he never ſtays long enough to complete 
his Conqueſt, to eſtabliſh Laws, or bring away the 
Spoils. | 5 

Such is often the Folly of thoſe Men, whom Na- 
ture has enabled to obtain Skill and Knowledge on 
Terms ſo eaſy, that they have no Senſe of the Value 
of the Acquiſition 3. who are qualified to make ſuch 
ſpeedy Progreſs in Learning, that they think them- 
ſelves at Liberty to loiter in the Way; and often, 
bv turning aſide after every new Object, like Alalanta, 
«Joie the Race to ſlower Competitors, who preſſed dili- 


gently forward, and whole Force is directed to a ſingle 


Point, 


I have often thought them happy that have been 
R 


pred, 
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fixed, from the firſt Dawn of thought, in a Deter- 
mination to ſome State of Life, by the Choice of 
one whoſe Authority may preclude Caprice, and 
whoſe Influence may prejudice them in Favour 
of his Opinion. The general Precept of conſulting 
the Genius, is of little Uſe; unleſs we are told how 
the Genius can be known. If it is to be diſcovered 
only by Experiment, Life will be loſt before the 
Reſolution can be fixed; if any other Inclinations 


are to be found, they may perhaps be very early dif- 


cerned. At leaſt, if to milcarry in an Attempt be a 
Proof of having miſtaken the Direction of the Ge- 
nius, Men appear not lefs frequently deceived with 
Regard to themſelves than to others: And therefore 


no one has much Reaſon to complain, that his Life 


was planned out by Friends; or, to be confident, 


that he ſhould have had either more Honour or Hap- 


pineſs, by being abandoned to the Chance of his own 
Fancy. 


It was faid of the learned Fas Fee ta that 3 


he was preparing his Lectures, he hetitated fo much, 


and rejected ſo often, that at the Time of reading, 

he was often forced to produce, not what was beſt, 

but what happened to be at Hand. This will be 
the State of every Man, who, in the Choice of his 
Employment, balanced all the Arguments on every 
Side. The Complication is ſo intricate, the Motives 
and Objections ſo numerous; there is fo much Play 
for the Inclination, and ſo much remains in the 
Power of others, that (Reaſon forced at laſt to reſt 
in Neutrality) the Decition devolves into the Hands 
of Chance; and after a great Part of Life ſpent in 
, Enquiries which can never be reſolved, the reſt muſt 
Often paſs in repenting the unneceſſary Delay; and 


can be uſeful to few other Purpoſes, than to warn 


others againft the ſame Folly; and to ſhew that of 
two States of Life equally conſiſtent with Religion 


and Virtue, he who chuſes carhefl, and perſeveres in 
it, chuſes beſt, 12 


It 
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It is therefore of the utmoſt Importance, that all 
who have any Intention of doing well for themſelves 
or others, and of acquiring a Reputation ſuperior to 
the common Names which are hourly finking into 
Oblivion, and ſwept away by Time among the Re- 

' fuſe of Fame, ſhould add to their Reaſon and Spirit 
the Power of perſiſting in their Purpoſe; fince all 
the Performances of human Art, at which we look 
0 with Praiſe or Wonder, are Inſtances of the reſiſtlefs 
-# Force of Perſeverance. It is by this that the Quar- 
ry becomes a Pyramid, and that diftant Countries 
are united by Canals. If a Man were to compare 
the Effects of a fingle Stroke of the Pick-ax, or of 
one Impreſſion of the Spade, with the general De- 
ſign and laſt Effect, he would be overwhelmed by 
the Senſe of their Diſproportion : Yet thoſe petty 
Operations, inceſſantly continued, at laſt ſurmount 
the greateſt Difficulties; and Mountains are levelled, 
and Oceans bounded, by the flender Force of human 
Beings. 


1 AK. 


On INCETEMENT to Enterprize and Emulation. 
Story of the Admirable CRIcHToN. 
Me auho deſpairing in dull Languor lies, 


To Glorious Deeds quill never, never riſe; 


Like a dull Weed, he vegetates and ates. R. 


Have ſometimes heard it diſputed in Converſa- 
tion, whether it be more laudable or defirable that 
a Man thould think too highly or too meanly of him- 
ſelf: It is on all Hands agreed to be beſt, that he 
ſhould think rightly; but fince a fallible Being will 
always make ſome Deviations from exact Rectitude, 
it is not wholly uſeleſs to enquire towards which Side 
it is ſafer to incline. L 115 
P be Prejudices of Mankind ſeem to favour him who 
erts by under- rating his own Powers; he is conſidered 
as a modeſt and harmlefs Member of Society, not 
| R 2 1 likely 
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likely to break the Peace by Competition, to endea- 
vour after ſuch Splendor of Reputation as may dim the 
Luftre of others, or to interrupt any in the Enjoyment 
of themſelves, he is no Man's Rival, and therefore 
may be every Man's Friend. ; 

The Opinion which a Man entertains of himſelf 
onght to be diſtinguiſhed, in order to an accurate Diſ- 
guffion of this Queſtion, as it relates to Perſons or to 
Things. To think highly of ourſelves in Compariſon 
with others, to aſſume by our own Authority that Pre- 
cedence which none is willing to grant, mult be al- 
ways invidious and offenſive; but to rate our Powers 


high in Proportion to I hings, and imagine ourſelves 


equal to great Undertakings, while we leave others in 


poſſeſſion of the ſame Abilities, cannot with equal Jut- 


tice provoke Cenſure. 

It muſt be confefled, that Self. Iove may diſpoſe us 
to decide too haſtily in our own Favour; but who is 
hart by the Miſtake? If we are incited by this vain 
Opinion to attempt more than we can perform, ours 
is the Labour, and ours is the Diſgrace. 

But he that dares to think well of himſelf, will not 
always prove to be miſtaken; and the good Effects of 
his Confidence will then appear in great Attempts and 
great Performances : If he ſhould not fully complete 
his Deſign, he will at kaſt advance it ſo far as ta 


leave an eaſy Taſk for him that ſucceeds him; and 


even though he thquld wholly fail, he will fail with 
Honour. 

But from the oppoſite Error, from torpid Deſpon- 
dency can come no Advantage; it is the Froſt of the 
Soul, which binds up all its Powers, and congeals Life 
In perpetual Sterility. He that has no Hopes of Suc- 
bels, will make no Attempts; and where e 1s 

attempted, nothing will be done. 

Every Man ſhould, therefore, endeavour to main- 
tain in himſelf a favourable Opinion of the Powers of 
the human Mind; which are, perhaps, in every Man 
greater than they appear, and might, by diligent Cul- 

tivatlon, 
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tivation, be-exalted to a Degree beyond what their 
Poſſeſſor preſumes to believe. There is ſcarce any 
Man but has found himſelf able, at the Inſtigation of 
Neceſſity, to do what in a State of Leiſure and Delibe - 
ration he would have concluded impoſſible; and ſome 
of our Species have ſignalized themſelves by ſuch At- 
chievements, as prove that there are few T hings above 
human Hope. 

It has been the Policy of all Nations to preſerve, 


by ſome public Monuments, the Memory of thoſe 


who have ſerved their Country- by great Exploits z 
there is the ſame Reafon for continuing or reviving. 
the Names of thofe whole extenſive Abilities have dig- 
nified Humanity. An honeſt Emulation may be alike 
excited, and the Philoſopher's Curioſity may be in- 
flamed by a Catalogue of the Works of Boyle or Ba- 


con, as Themiſlecles was kept awake by the T:ophics of 


Adiltiades, 

Among the Favourites of Nature. that have from 
Time to Time appeared in the World, enriched with 
various Endowments and Contrarieties of Excellence, 


none ſeems to have been more exalted above the com- 


mon Rate of Humanity, than the Man known about 


two Centuries ago by the Appellation of the Admirable: 
Crichton ; of whoſe Hiſtory, whatever we may ſup- 
preſs as ſurpaſſing Credibility, yet we ſhall upon in- 
conteſtible Authority relate enough. to rank him a- 


mong Prodigics. 


Virtue, fays Frgil, is better accepted when it comes 


in a pleaſing Form. The Perſon of Crichton was emis 


nently beautiful; but his Beauty was conſiſtent with 


on 


tuch Activity and Strength; that in Fencing he would 
tpring at ane Bound the Length of twenty Feet upon 
his Antagoniſt ;, and he uſed the Sword in either Hand 
with ſuch Force and Dxterity, that ſcarce any one 
had Courage to engage him. 

Having ſtudied at St Andrew's, in Sutlind: he went 


to Paris, 1 in. his twenty- firft Year, and affixed aa the: 


I: Gate: 
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Gate of the College of Navarre, a Kind of Challenge 
to the Learned of that Univerſity, to diſpute with them 
on a certain Day; offering to his Opponents, whoever 
rhey might be, the Choice of ten Languages, and of all 
the Faculties and Sciences. On the Day appointed, 

three thouſand Auditors aſſembled, when four Doctors 


of the Church and fifty Miniſters appeared againſt him; 


and one of his Antagoniſts confeſſes that the Doctors 
were defeated: That he gave Proofs of Knowledge 
above the Reach of Man; and that an hundred Years, 
Paſſed without Food or Sleep, would not be ſufficient 
ior the Attainment of his Learning. After a Diſpu- 
tation of nine Hours, he was preſented by the Preſident 
and Profeſſors with a Diamond and Purſe of Gold, and 
diſmiſſed with repeated Acclamations. 

From Paris he went away to Rome, where he made 
the ſame Challenge, and had in the Preſence of the 
Pope and. Cardinals the fame Succeſs. Afterwards he 
contracted, at Fenice, an Acquaintance with Aldus Ma- 
nutius, by whom he was introduced to the Learned of 


that City; then viſited Padua, where he engaged in 
another public Diſputation, beginning his Perform 


ance with an extempore Poem in Praiſe of the City 
and the Aſſembiy then preſent, and concluding with 


an Oration equally unpremeditated 1 in Commendation 


of Ignorance. 
He afterwards publiſhed | another Challenge, in 


which. he declared himſelf ready. to detect the Errors 


of Ariftetle and all his Commentators, either in the 
common Forms of Logic, or in any which his Anta- 


goniſts ſhould propoſe, of an hundred: different Kinds 


of Verſe. 


Theſe Acquiſitions of Learning, however ſtupen- 
dous, were not gained at the Expence of any Pleafure 


which Youth generally indulges, or by the Omiffion of 


any Accompliſhment in which it becomes a Gentle- 
man to excel: He practiſed in great Perfection the 
Arts of Drawing and er he was ar. .minent 


Per- 
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Performer in both vocal and inſtrumental Muſic; he 
danced with uncommon Gracefulneſs; and on the Day 
after his Diſputation at Paris, exhibited his Skill in 
Horſemanſhip before the Court of France, where, at a 
public Match of Tilting, he bore away the Ring upon 
his Lance fifteen Times together. 

He excelled likewiſe in domeſtic Games of leſs Dig- 
nity and Reputation; and in the Interval between his 
Challenge and Diſputation at Paris, he ſpent fo much 
of his Time at Cards, Dice, and Tennis, that a Lam- 


poo was fixed upon the Gate of the Sorbonne, direQt- 


ing thoſe who would ſee this Monſter of ne | 
to look for him at the I avern. 
* $0 extenſive was his Acquintance with Life and 
Manners, that in an IJralian Comedy, compoſed by 
himſelf, and exhibited before the Court of Mantua, 
he is ſaid to have perſonated fifteen different Cha- 
racters; in all which he might ſucceed without great 
Difficulty, fince he had ſuch Power of Retention, 
that once hearing an Oration of an Hour, he would 
repeat it exactly, and in the Recital follow the 
Speaker through all the Variety of Tone and Geſti- 
Culation. 
Nor was his Skill in Arms leſs thas | in e 
or his Courage inferior to his Skill: There was a 
Prize fighter at Mantua, who, (travelling about the 
World, according to the barbarous Cuſtom of that 
Age, as a general Challenger) had defeated the moſt 
celebrated Maſters in many Parts of Europe; and 
in Mantua, where he then reſided, had killed three 
that appeared againſt him. The Duke repented that 
he had granted him his Protection; when Crichton, 
looking on his ſanguinary Succeſs w ith Indignation, 
offered to ſtake fifteen hundred Piſtoles, and mount 
the Stage againſt him. The Duke, with fome Re- 
luctance, conſented ; ; and on the Day fixed, the Com- 
batants appeared: Their Weapons ſeemed to have 
been the fingle Rapier, which was then newly intro- 
duced into Ian. The Prizc-fighter advanced with 


great 
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great Violence and Fiercenads. while Crichton contented #* - 
himſelf calmly to ward his Paſſes, and ſuffered him to 
exhauſt his Vigour by his own Fury. Crichton then 
became the Affailant; and preffed upon him with-ſuch 
Force and Agility, that he thruſt him thrice through 
the Body, and ſaw him expire. He then divided the 
Prize he had won among the Widows, whoſe Huſ⸗ 
bands had been killed. 

The Death of this wonderful Man I ſhould be wk 
ling to conceal, did I not know that every Reader 
will enquire curiouſly after that fatal Hour, which is 
common to all human Beings, however Giftinguithed 
from each other by Nature or Fortune, 

The Duke of Mantua having received ſo many 
Proofs of his various merit, made him Tutor to his 
Son Vincentio de Gonzaga, a Prince of looſe Manners 
and turbulent Diſpofition. On this Occaſion it was 
that he compoſed the Comedy, in which he exhibited 
fo many different Characters with exact Propriety. 
But his Honour was of ſhort Continuance; for as he 
was one Night in the-! ime of Carnival rambling about 
the Streets with his Guittar in his Hand, he was at- | 

tacked by ſix Men maſked. Neither his Courage nor 
Skill as this Exigence deſerted him; he oppoſed them 
with ſuch Activny and Spirit, that he ſoen diſperſed 
them, and diſarmed their Leader, who, throwing off 
his Maſk, difcovered himſelf to be the Prince his 
Pupil. Crichton, falling on his Knees, took his own 
Sword by the Point, and preſented it to the Prince, 
who immediately ſeized it, and inſtigated, as fome 
fay, by Jealouſy, according to others only by drunken 
2 and brutal Reſentment, thruſt him through the 
art. 

Thus was the Admirable Crichton brought into 
that State, in which he could excel the meaneſt of 
Mankind only by a few empty Honours paid to his 
Memory : The Court of Mantua teſtified their Eſteem 
by a public Mourning ; the cotemporary Wits were 
us af their Encomiums; and the Palaces of Lacy 

* 
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were adorned with Pictures, repreſenting him on 
Horſeback, with a Lance in one Hand, and a Book 
in the other. 1 


A. 2 * K — 


On LABO UR ond EXERCISE. 


The Wiſe, for Cure, on Exerciſe depend : 

God never made his Works for Man to mend. | 

| | „ DRYDEN. 

TyIODILY Labour is of two Kinds; either that 
which a Man ſubmits to for his Livelihood, or 

that which he undergoes for his Pleaſure. The latter 

of them generally changes the Name of Labour for 


that of Exerciſe, but differs only from ordinary La- 


bour as it riſes from another Motive. 

A Country Life abounds in both theſe Kinds of 
Labour, and for that Reaſon gives a Man a greater 
Stock of Health, and conſequently a more perfect 


Enjoyment of himſelf, than any other Way of Life. 


I conſider the Body as a Syſtem of 'Fubes and Glands; 
or, to uſe a more ruſtic Phraſe, a Bundle of Pipes and 


Strainers, fitted to one another after ſo wonderful a 


Manner, as to make a proper Engine for the Soul to 
work with. This Deſcription does not only com- 


prehend the Bowels, Bones, Tendons, Veins, Nerves, 
and-Arteries, but every Muſcle, every Ligature, which 


1s a Compoſition of Fibres, that are ſo many imper- 
ceptible Tubes or Pipes, interwoven on all Sides with 
inviſible Glands or Strainers. | 
The general Idea of a human Body, without con- 
ſidering it in the Niceties of Anatomy, lets us ſee 
how abſolutely neceflary Labour is for the right Pre- 


ſervation of it. There muſt be frequent Motions 
and Agitations, to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the 
Juices contained in it, as well as to clear and cleanſe 
that Infinitude of Pipes and Strainers of which it is 


compoſed, and to give their ſolid Parts a more firm 
and laſting Tone. Labour or Exerciſe ferments the 
Humours, caſts them into their proper Channel, 

throws 
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throws off Redundancies, and helps Nature in thoſe 1 


ſecret Diſtributions, without which the Body cannot 


ſubſiſt in its Vigour, nor the Soul act with Chear- 
fulneſs. 

T might here mention the Effects which this has 
upon all the Faculties of the Mind, by keeping the 
Underſtanding clear, the Aageatden untroubled, 
and refining thoſe Spirits that are neceſſary for the 
proper Exertion of our intellectual Faculties, during 
the preſent Laws .of Union between. Soul and Body. 
It is to a Neglect in this Particular that we muſt 
aſcribe the Spleen, which is ſo frequent in Men of 
ſtudious and fedentary Tempers; as well as the Va- 
pours, to which thoſe of the other Sex are ſo often 
ſubject. 

Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary for our 
Well-being, Nature would not have made the Body 
ſo proper for it, by giving ſuch an Activity to the 
Limbs, and ſuch a Plenity to every Part, as neceſſa- 
rily produce theſe - Compreſſions, Extenfions, Con- 
tortions, Dilatations, and all other Kinds of Motions, 
that are neceſſary for the Preſervation of ſuch a 
Syltem of Tubes and Glands, as has been before- 


mentioned. And. that we might not want Induce=- © 


ment to engage us in ſuch an Exercife of the Body 
as is proper for its Welfare, it is fo ordered, that no- 
thing valuable can be procured without it. Not to 
mention Riches and Honour, even Food and Rai- 
ment ate not to be come at, without the Toil of the 
Hands and Sweat of the Brow. Providence furniſhes 
Materials, but expects that we ſhould work them 
up ourſelves. The Earth muſt be laboured before 
it gives its Increaſe; and when it is forced into its 
ſeveral Products, how many Hands muſt they pafs 
through before they are fit for Uſe ! Manufactures, 
Trade, and Agriculture, naturally employ more than 
nineteen Parts of the Species in twenty; and as for 
thoſe who are not obliged to labour, by the Condi- 
tion in which they are born, they are more 1 
| | than 
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i than the reſt of Mankind, unleſs they indulge them- 


ſclves in that voluntary Labour, which goes by the 
Name of Exerciſe.  _ 1 ; 

As I am a Compound of Soul and Body, I conſi- 
der myſelf as obliged to a double Scheme of Duties; 
and I think I have not fulfilled the Buſineſs of the 
Dav, when I do not thus employ the one in Labour 
and Exerciſe, as well as the other in Contemplation 


. 1212 — r —_—— — 9 td. *** — „ 
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On TEMPERANCE. 


Ji to thy Rules, O Temperance! that ae oabe 

* Pleaſures which from Health or Strengih can Aoꝛb: 
Figour of Body, Purity of Mind. 

 DUuclouded Reaſon, Sentiment refin'd CHANDLER, 


FAHERE is a Story in the Arabian Nights. Tales, 
1 of a King who had long languiſhed under an 
ill Habit of Body, and had taken Abundance of Re- 


L  metles to no Purpoſe. At length, ſays the Fabl-, a 


Phy fician cured him by the following Method: He 
took a hollow Ball of Wood, and filled it with ſe— 
veral Drugs; after which he cloſed it fo artificially, 
that nothing appeared. He likewiſe took a Mall, 
and after having hollowed the Handle, and that Part 
which ſtrikes the Ball, he incloſed in them ſeveral 
Drugs after the ſame Manner as in the Ball itſelf. 
He then ordered the Sultan, who was his Patient, 
to exerciſe himſelf early in the Morning with theſe 
rightly prepared Inſtruments, till ſuch Time as he 
mould ſweat. When, as the Story goes, the Virtue 

of the Medicaments perſpiring through the Wood, 

had fo good an Influence on the Sultan's Conſtitution, 
that they cured bim of an Indiſpoſition which all the 

Compoſitions þs had taken inwardly had not been 
able to remove. This Eaſtern Allegory is finely con- 
trived to ſhew us how beneficial bodily Labour is to 

Health, and that Exerciſe is the moſt effectual Phy- 
| lic. 
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fic. I ſhall in this Place recommend another great 
Preſervative of Health, which in many Cafes pro- 
duces the fame Effects as Exerciſe, and may, in ſome 
Meaſure, ſupply its Place, where' Opportunities of 
Exerciſe are wanting. The Preſervative I am ſpeak- 
ing of is Temperance, which has thoſe particular 
Advantages above all other Means of Health, that it 
may be practiſed by all Ranks and Conditions, at 
any Seaſon, or in any Place. It is a Kind of Regi- 
men into which every Man may put himſelf, without 
Interruption to Buſineſs, Expence of Money, or Loſs 
of Time. If Exerciſe throw off all Superfluities, 
Temperance prevents them; if Exerciſe clear the 
Veſſels, Temperance neither ſatiates nor overſtrains 
them; if Exerciſe raiſe proper Ferments in the Hu- 
mours, and promote the Circulation of the Blood, 
Temperance gives Nature her full Play, and enables 


her to exert herſelf in all her Force and Vigour; if : 


Exerciſe diſſipate a growing Diſtemper, Temperance 


ſtarves it. | 3 
Phyſic, for the moſt Part, is nothing elfe but the 


Subſtitute of Exerciſe or Temperance. Medicines 
are indeed abſolutely neceſſary in acute Diſtempers, 
that cannot wait the flow Operations of theſe two 


great Inſtruments of Health; but did Men live in an 


habitual Courſe of Exerciſe and Temperance, there 
would be but little Occaſion for them. - According- 
ly we find that thoſe Parts of the World are the moſt 


healthy, where they ſubſiſt by the Chace; and that 


Men hved longeſt when their Lives were employed 
in Hunting, and when they had little Food beſides 
what they caught. Bliſtermg, Cupping, and Bleed- 


ing are ſeldom of Ule, but to the Idle and Intempe- 


rate; as all thoſe inward Applications, which are fo 


much in Practice among us, are for the moſt Part 


nothing elſe but Expedients to ke Luxury con- 
ſiſtent with Health, 1 he Apothecary is perpetually 
employed in countermining the Cook and the Vint- 
ner. It is faid of Diogenes, that meeting a young 


Man 
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Man who was going to a Feaſt, he took him up in 
the Street and carried him Home to his Friends, as 
one who was running into imminent Danger, had 
not he been prevented. What would the Philoſopher 
have ſaid, had he been preſent at the Gluttony of a 
modern Meal? Would not he have thought the Maſ- 
ter of a Family mad, and have begged his Servants to 
tie down his Hands, had he ſeen him devour Fowl, 
Fiſh, and Fleſh; ſwallow Oil and Vinegar, Wines 
and Spices; throw down Sallads of twenty different 
Herbs, Sauces of an hundred Ingredients, Confections 
and Fruits of numberleſs Sweets and Flavours ? What 
unnatural Motions and Counterferments muſt ſuch a 
Medley of Intemperance produce in the Body : For 
my Part, when 1 behold a faſhionable Table ſet out 
in all its Magnificence, I fancy that I ſee Gouts and 
Dropſies, Fevers: and Lethargies, with other innu- 
merable Diſtempers, lying in Ambuſcade among the 
J/%/% mmm ĩé7ẽ 8 
Nature delights in the moſt plain and ſimple Diet. 


Every Animal, but Man, keeps to one Diſh, Herbs 


are the Food of this Species, Fiſh of that, and Fleſh 
of a third. Man falls upon every Thing that comes 
in his Way; not the ſmalleſt Fruit Or Excreſcence 
of the Earth, ſcarce a Berry or a Muſhroom can 
eſcape him. . $ 1 
It is impoſſible to lay down any determinate Rule 
for Temperance, becauſe what is Luxury in one, 
may be Temperance in another; but there are few 
that have lived any Time in the World, who are not 
Judges of their own Conſtitution, ſo far as to know 
what Kinds and what Proportions of Food do beſt a- 
gree with them. Were I to conſider my Readers as 


my Patients, and to preſcribe ſuch a Kind of Tem- 


perance as is accommodated to all Perſons, and ſuch 
as is particularly ſuited to our Climate and Way of 
Living, I would copy the following Rules of a very 
eminent Phyſician, Make your whole Repaſt out 
of one Niſh, If vou indulge in a ſecond, avoid 

5 3 drink- 
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drinking any Thing ſtrong until you have finiſhed 
your Meal: At the ſame Time abſtain from all Sauces, 
or at leaſt from ſuch as are not the moſt plain and 
ſimple. A Man could not well be guilty of Glut- 
tony, if he ſtuck to theſe few obvious and eaſy Rules, 
In the firſt Caſe there would be no Variety of Taſtes 


to ſolicit, his Palate, and occaſion Exceſs ; nor in the 


. econd any artificial Provocatives to relieve Satiety, 
and create a falſe Appetite. Were I to preſcribe a 
Rule for Drinking, it would be formed upon a Saying 
quoted by Sir William Temple; the firſt Glaſs for my- 
elf, the Ne for my Friends, the third for Geod- Hu- 
mur, and the fourth for my Enemies, But becauſe 
it is impoſſible for one who lives in the World to 
diet himſelf always in ſo philoſophical a Manner, I 
think every Man ſhould have his Days of Abſti- 
nence, according as his Conſtitution will permit. 


Theſe are great Reliefs to Nature, as they qualify 
it for ſtruggling with Hunger and Thirſt, when- 


ever any Diſtemper or Duty of Life may put it 
upon ſuch Difficulties; aud at the ſame Time give 
it an Opportunity of extricating itſelf from its Op- 
preſſions, and recovering the ſeveral Tones and 
Springs of its. diſtended Veſſels. Beſides, that Ab- 
ſtinence well timed often kills a Sickneſs in the Em- 
bryo, and deſtroys the firſt Seeds of an Indiſpoſition. 
It is obſerved by two or three ancient Authors, 
that Socrates, notwithſtanding he lived in - Athens 
during the great Plague, which has made ſo much 
Noiſe throughout all Ages, and has been celebrated 
at different Times by ſuch eminent Hands: I ſay, 
notwithſtanding that he lived in the Time of this 
devouring Peſtilence, he never caught the leaſt In- 
fection, which thoſe Writers unanimouſly aſeribe to 
that uninterrupted Ine which he always ob- 
ſerved. 
And here I cannot but mention an Obſervation 
which I have often made, upon reading the Lives 
of the Philoſophers, and Fompaing it with any: Se- 
ries 


„ 


the Time of their reſpective Deaths. 
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ries of Kings or great Men of the ſame Number. If 
we conſider theſe ancient Sages, a great Part of whoſe 
Philoſophy conſiſted in a temperate and abſtemious 
Courſe of Life, one would think the Life of a Philo- 
ſopner, and the Life of a Man, were of two different 
Dates: For we find the Generality of thele wife Men 
were nearer an hundred than ſixty Years of Age at 

Be! 


The Benefits arifing from a temperate Courſe of 
Lite are ſet in a ſtill more ſtriking Light in the fol- 
lowing Allegory of 24:2} | 5 


The IN TAL LIBLE EEIXIX. 


SCULAPIUS; after his Deification or Admit- 
tance among the Gods, Having reviſited his nati\e 
Country, and being one Day (as Curioſity led hint 
a-rambling) in Danger of being benighted, made 
the beſt of his Way to a Houle he ſaw at ſome Dit- 
tance, where he was hoſpitably received by the Maiter 


of ir. Cremes, for that was the Maſter's Name, 


though but a young Man, was infirm and fickly.— 
Of {ſeveral Diſhes ſerved up-to Supper, Cremes ob- 
ſerved that his Gueſt eat bur of one, and that the 
moſt ſimple; nor could all his Intreaties prevail on 
him to do otherwiſe. He was, notwithſtanding, 
highly delighted with Eſculapiuss Converſation, in 
which he obſerved a Chearfulneſs and Knowledge 
ſuperior to any Thing he had hitherto met with, 
The next Morning Eſculapius took his Leave, but 
not till he had engaged his good-natured Hoſt to pay 
him a Viſit at a {mall Villa, a few Miles from 


| thence, where he informed him of his Dwelling. 


Cremes came accordingly, and was moſt kindly re- 
ceived; but how great was his Amazement, when 
Supper was ſerved up, to fee nothing but Milk, Ho- 
ney, and a few Roots, dreſſed in the plain-{t but neat- 
eſt Manner, to which Hunger, Chearfulneſs, and 
"i pood 
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good Senſe, were the only Sauces. Eſculapius ſeemed 


to eat with Pleafure, while Cremes ſcarce taſted of 
them. On which a Repaſt was ordered, more ſuit- 
able to our Gueſt's Taſte. Immediately there ſucceed- 
ed a Banquet compoſed of the moſt artful Diſhes thar 


Luxury could invent, with great Plenty and Variety 


of the richeſt and moſt intoxicating Wines, Theſe 
too were accompanied by Damſels of bewitching 
Beauty. It was now Cremes gave a Looſe to his Ap- 
petites, and every Thing he taſted raiſed Extaſies be- 
yond what he had ever known. During the Repaſt, 
the Damſels ſung and danced to entertain them their 
Charms enchanted the enraptured Gueſt, already 


fDuſtered with what he had drunk; his Senſes were 


loſt in extatic Confuſion. Every Thing round him 
ſeemed Elyſium, and he was on the Point of indul- 
ging the moſt boundleſs Freedoms, when on a ſudden, 
their Beauty, which was but a Vizard, fell off, and 


diſcovered Forms the moſt hideous and forbidding 


jmaginable.—Luſt, Revenge, Folly, Murder, meagre 
Poverty, and Deſpair, now appeared in the moſt odious 
Shapes, and the Place inſtantly became a moſt dire 
Scene of Miſery and Confuſion. How oft did Cremes 
with himſelf far diſtant from ſuch diabolical Com- 
pany, and now dreaded the fatal Conſequence which 


threatened him. His Blood ran chill at his Heart ; 


his Knees ſmote each other with Fear, and Joy and 
Rapture were perverted to Amazement and Horror! 
When Eſculapius perceived it had made ſufficient Im- 
preſſion on his Gueſt, he thus addreſſed him: Know, 
Cremes, it is Eſculapius who has thus entertained you, 
and what you have here beheld, is a true Image of the 
Deceitfulneſs and Miſery inſeparable from Luxury 
and Intemperance, Would you be happy, be tem- 
perate; Temperance is the Parent of Health, Virtue, 
Wiſdom, Plenty, and every Thing that can make 
you happy in this, or the World to come. It is in- 
deed the true Luxury of Life, for without it, Life can- 
not be enjoyed.“ This faid, he diſappeared, and left 
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Cremes (inſtead of an elegant Apartment) in an open 
Plain, full of Ideas quite different from thoſe he had 


brought with him. On his Return Home, from the 
moſt luxurious he became one of the moſt temperate 


Men, by which wiſe Method, he ſoon regained 


Health. Frugality produced Riches; and from an in- 
firm and crazy Conſtitution, and almoſt ruined Eſtate, 
by Virtue of this Infallible Elixir, he became one of 
the happieſt Men breathing, and lived to a healthy old 
Age, revered as an Oracle for his Wiſdom throughout 
all Greece. 
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On the VAN I r v ne ME x. „ WIs AES 
and PRAYERS. 


When to Almighty Joe our Prajers ave move, 3 
May Virtue guide, and Heaven our Suit approve. R. 


EN NID U 8, the Philoſopher, Was a ſrennd 


Time taken up into Heaven by Juprter, when 


for his Entertainment he lifted up a Trap-door, that 


was placed by his Footſtool. At its riting there iflued 
through it ſuch a Din of Cries as aſtoniſhed the Philo- 
topher. Upon his aſking what they meant, Jupiter 
told him they were the Prayers that were ſent up to 
him from the Earth. Mennipus, amidſt the Confuſion 
of Voices which was fo great that nothing leis than 
the Ear of Juve could Ae them, "heard the 


Words Riches, Honour, and long Life, repeated in ſe- 


veral different Tones and Languages. When the tirft 
Hubbub of Sounds was over, the Trap-door being left 
open, the Voices, came up more ſeparate and diſtinét. 
The firſt Prayer was a very odd one; it came from 


Athens, and deſired Jupiter to increaſe the Wiſdom 


and the Beard of his humble Suppliant. AMennipus, 
knew it, by the Voice to be the Prayer of his Friend 
Ta the Philoſo pher. This was tucceeded by 
the Petition of one who had jutt laden a Ship, and 
promiſed Prpirer, if he took Care of it, and returned 
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it Home again full of Riches, he would make him an 
Offering of a Silver Cup. Jupiter thanked him for 
nothing; and bending down his Ear more attentively 
than ordinary, heard a Voice complaining to him of 
the Cruelty of an Epbęſian Widow, and begging him 
to breed Compaſſion in her Heart: This, ſays Jupiter, 
is a very honeſt Fellow. I have received a great Deal 
of Incenſe from him; I will not be fo cruel to him as 
to hear his Prayers. He was then interrupted with 
a whole Volley of Vows, which were made for the 
Health of a tyrannical Prince by his Subjects, who 
prayed for him in his Preſence. Mennipus wes ſur- 
priſed, after having liſtened to Prayers offered up with 
10 much Ardour and Devotion, to hear low Whilpers 

from the ſame Aſſembly, expoſtulating with ove for 
ſuffering ſuch a Tyrant to live, and aſking how 
his Thunder could lie idle? Jupiter was ſo offended 
at theſe prevaricating Raſcals, that he took down the 
frſt Vows, and puffed away the laſt. The Philoſo- 
pher ſeeing a great Cloud mounting upwards, and 
making its Way directly to the Frap-door, enquired 
of Jupiter what it meant. This, fays Jupiter, is the 
Smoke of a whole Hecatomb that is offered me by the 


to let him cut off an hundred thoufand Men that 
are drawn up in Array againſt him: What does the 
impudent Wretch think I fee in him, to believe that 


ſays Fupiter, there is a Voice I never heard but in 


ihe {cnian Sea: I ſaved him upon a Plank but three 
Days ago, upon his Promiſe to mend his Manners; 
the dcoundrel is not worth a Groat, and yet has the 
Impudence to offer me a Temple if I will keep him 
irom ſinking But yonder, ſays he, is a ſpecial 
Youth for you; he deſires me to take his Father, who 
x2eps a great Eſtate from him, out of the Miſeries of 
human Life. The old Few Hall live till he makes 

his 


General of an Army, who is very importunate with me 


Time of Danger; it is a Rogue that is ſhipwrecked in 
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I will make a Sacrifice of fo many Mortals as good as | 
Himſelf, and all this to his Glory, forſooth? But hark, 
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his Heart ache, I can tell him that for his Pains. T his 


| was followed by the ſoft Voice of a pious Lady, de- 
firing Jupiter that ſhe might appear amiable and 


charming in the Sight of her Emperor. As the Phi- 
loſopher was leflecting on this extraordinary Petition, 
there blew a gentle Wind through the 1 rap door, 
which he at firſt miſtook for a Gale of Zephyrs, but 


-afterwards found it to be a Breeze of Sighs: 1 hey 
ſmelt ſtrong of Flowers and Incenſe, and were ſuc- 


ceeded by moſt paflionate Complaints of Wounds and 
Torments, Fires and. Arrows, Cruelty, Deſpair, and 
Death. Mennipus fancied that ſuch lamentable Cries 
aroſe from ſome general Execution, or from Wretches 
lying under the Torture; but Jupiter told him, they 


came to him from the Ifle of Paphos, and that he 


every Day received Complaints of the fame Nature 


from that whimſical Tribe of Mortals who are called 


Lovers. I am fo trifted with, fays he, by this Gene- 
ration of both Sexes, and find it fo impoffible to pleaſe 
them, whether I grant or refuſe their Petitions, that 
] ſhall order a Weſtern Wind for the future to inter- 
cept them in their Paſſage, and blow them at Ran- 
dom upon the Earth. The laft Petition I heard was 
from a very aged Man, near a hundred Years old, 
begging but for one Year more of Life, and then 
promiſed to die contented. This is the rareſt old 
Fellow, ſays Jupiter; he has made this Prayer to 
me for above twenty Years together. When he was 
but fitty Years old, he detired only that he might live 
to fee his Sons ſettled in the World; I granted it. He 
then begged the fame Favour for his Daughter, and 
afterwards that he might ſee the Education of a Grand- 
fon. When all this was brought about, he put up a 
Petition that he might live to finiſh a Houle he was 
building. In fhort, he is an unreafonabl- old Cur, 
2nd never wants an Excuſe; I will hear no more of 


| him. Upon which he flung down the 1 rap-door in 


a Paſſion, and was reſolved to give no more Audiences 
that Day, 


Not- 
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| Notwithſtanding the Levity of this Fable, the Mo- 

ral of it very well deſerves our Attention. The Va- 
nity of Men's Wiſhes, which are the natural Prayers 
of the Mind, as well as many of thoſe ſecret Devotions 
which they offer to the Supreme Being, are ſufficiently 
expoſed by it. Among other Reaſons for ſet Forms of 
Prayer, I have often thought it a very good one, that 
by this Means the Folly and Extravagance of Men's 

| Defires may be kept within due Bounds, and not to 


ö 
2 
K 
<L 
2 4 
7 
of 
* . * 
* 
* 
72 
= 
: wo 4 
85 
— 
— 
Be, 
#33 
4 
1 - 
4 
22 
8 
* 
Fe 
7 
* 
” 8 


break out in abſurd and ridiculous Petitions on ſo ent 
and ſolemn an Occaſion, 
On AERIEL CaSTLE-BULILDING. 1 
He dreams of Riches, Grandeur, and a Crown : | 
He awakes, and finds himſelf a /imple Clocon. RO WE. 4 
ö 


Lx Asch AR Was a very idle Fellow, that never 
would ſet his Hand to any Buſineſs during his 
Father's Life, When his Father died, he left him to 
the Value of an hundred Drachmas in Perſian Money. 
Alnaſchar „in order to make the beſt of it, laid it ou: 
in Glaſſes, Bottles, and the fineſt earthen Ware. 
Theſe he piled up in a large open Baſket, and having 
made Choice of a very little Shop, placed the Baſket. Þ 
at his Feet, and leaned his Back againſt the Wall, in 
Expectation of Cuſtomers. As he lat in this Poſture, 
with his Eyes upon the Baſket, he fell into a moſt a- 
muſing Train of Thought, and was overheard'by one 
of the Neighbours, as he talked to himſelf, in the fol- 
lowing Manner: © This Baſket, ſays he, colt me at 
the Wholeſale Merchant's an hundred Drachmas, 
which is all I have in the World; I ſhall quickly. make 
1 two hundred of it, by ſelling it in Retail. Theſe two 
I hundred Drachmas will in a very little Time riſe to 
3 four Hundred, which of Courſe will amount in Time 
to four Thouſand, Four Thouſand Drachmas can- 
not fail of making eight Thoutand, As ſoon as by | 

this | 
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this Means I am Maſter of ten Thoufand, I will lay 


aſide my Trade as a Glaſſman, and turn Jeweller. 


1 ſhall then deal in Diamonds, Pearls, and all Sorts of 


rich Stones. When I have got together as much 
Wealth as I can well defire, I will make a Purchaſe of 
the fineſt Houſe I can find, with Lands, Slaves, 
Eunuchs, and Horſes. I ſhall then begin to enjoy 
myſelf, and make a Noiſe in the World. I will not, 


however, ſtop there, but continue my Traffic till 1 


have got together an hundred Thouſand Drachmas. 
When I have thus made myſelf Maſter of an hundred 
thouſand Drachmas, I ſhall naturally ſet myſelf on the 
Foot of a Prince, and will demand the Grand Viſir's 
Daughter in Marriage, after having repreſented to that 
Miniſter the Information which I have received of the 
Beauty, Wit, Diſcretion, and other high Qualities 


which his Daughter poſſeſſes. I will let him know, 


at the ſame Time, that it is my Intention to make 


| him a Preſent of a thouſand Pieces of Gold on our 
Marriage Night. As ſoon as I have married the Grand 


Vitr's Daughter, I will buy her ten black Eunuchs, 
the youngeſt and the beſt that can be got for Money. 
I muſt afterwards make my Father-in-Law a Viſit with 
a great Train and Equipage. And when I am placed 
at his Right-hand, which he will do in Courſe, if it 
be only to honour his Daughter, 1 will give him the 
thouſand Pieces of Gold, which I promiſed him; and 
afterwards, to his great Surprize, I will preſent him 
with another Purſe of the ſame Value, with ſome 
ſhort Speech; as, Sir, you fee I am a Man of my Mord: 
I always give more than I promiſe. 5 | 
When I have brought the Princeſs to my Houſe, 
[ {hall take particular Care to breed in her a due Re- 
ſpect for me, before I give the Reins to Love and 
Dalliance. To this End 1 fhall confine her to her 
own Apartment, make her a ſhort Viſit, and talk but 
little to her. Her Women will repreſent to me, that 
ihe is inconſolable by reaſon of my Unkindnets, and 
beg me with Tears to careſs her, and let her fit down 


by 
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by me; but I will ftill remain inexorable, and will | 


turn my Back upon her all the firſt Night: Her Mo- 
ther will then come and bring her Daughter to me, as 


I am ſeated on my Sofa. The Daughter, with Tears I 
in her Eyes, will fling herſelf at my Feet, and beg of 


me to receive her into my Favour. Then will I, to 


imprint in her a thorough Veneration for my Perſon, | 


draw up my Leg, and ſpurn her from me with my 


Foot in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe ſhall fall down ſeve- ; 


ral Paces from the Sofa.” 


Alnaſchar was entirely fwrallowed- up in this chime- ® 
rical Viſion, and could not forbear acting with his 
Foot what he had in his Thoughts: So that unlucki- | 


ly ſtriking his Baſket of brittle Ware, which was the 
F oundation of all his Grandeur, he kicked his Glailes 


to a great Diſtance from him into the Street, and broke 


them into ten thouſand Pieces. | 

This is a humorous Ridicule upon the fooliſh Vani- 
ty of building Caſtles in the Air, and idly waſting 
that Time in empty flattering Schemes, which might 


have been uſefully W ger in attending our proper 
Bufineſs. 


ä * — * I OY 


On CHARITY. 


The Soul! that feels for others Wie, : 
From Heav nits Origin doth Heco. R. 


Acchok and Esx EFT, two Youths, begged the 
5 Dervife Morat, their Tutor, who was a Seer, 
and blefled by Mahomet with the Knowledge of future 
Events, to permit them to viſtc the Curioſities of Alep- 
Po, to which Place they were but lately come for the 
Advantage of the wiſe and holy Man's Inſtructions, 


and who had undertaken their Education: He gave 
each of them a few Aſpers on going forth, to expend 


on whatever their Inclinations prompted to; and on 
their Return, he enquired how they had diſpoſed of 


the Money. , ſaid Zacchor, caſt my Eyes on ny 
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of the fineſt Dates Syria ever produced, I laid out m 
| Afpers, and indulged in what perhaps I ſhall never meet 
the like again. And I, faid E/ref, met a poor help- 
leſs Wretch with an Infant at her Breaſt, whoſe Cries 
pierced my Soul: She was reduced to the very utmoſt 
S Extremity ; the Angel of Death ſeemed to glare forth at 
her Eyes, and ſhe had ſcarce Strength left to beg the 
= Aſfliſtance my Heart yearned to give her, and which 
our Prophet commands all Muſſiumen to beſtow on Mi- 
ſery like her's. She had my A/pers, and I grieved I had 
not more to beſtow. The Money, ſaid Morat to Zac- 
chor, which you exchanged for the Dates, will in a 
few Hours be converted into the moſt odious of Sub- 
ſtances, mere Excrement : But, Eyre, ſaid he, turn- 
ing to the other, beſides the Pleaſure you muſt enjoy 
5 whenever you reflect on what you have done, know 
that your well-beſtowed Aſpers will produce a never- 
fading Fruit, and contribute to your Happineſs both in 
this World and the World to come; and, moreover, 
know, that the Infant whoſe Life you have ſaved, and 
p who without your Afﬀiſtance muſt with its Mother 
= have periſhed, will (ſo Heaven has decreed) live to 
= repay your Goodneſs, by ſaving your Life many Years 
hence, and reſcuing you from the moſt imminent of 
= CTangers, 
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PROSsPYHERIT YT and ADVERSITY. 
eins oer. 


As Phyſic's for the Body's Good affien'd, | 1 
Misfortunes are tbe Phyfic of tht Mind. R. 


Ros PERITY and 8 the Daughters of 
PRO VIDENCE, were ſent to the Houſe of a rich 
c 3 Merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe Reſidence 
was at Tyre, the capital City of that Kingdom. 

Proſperity, the elder, was beautiful as the Morning, 
and chearful as the Spring: But Adver/ ty was ſorrow- 
ful and ill- favoured. 

Velaſco had two Sons, Felix and Uranio. They were 
both bred to Commerce, though liberally educated, 
and had lived together from their Infancy in the ſtrict- 
eſt Harmony and Friendſhip. But Love, before whom 
all the Affections of the Soul are as the Traces of a 
Ship upon the Ocean, which remain only for a Mo- 
ment, threatened in'an evil Hour to ſet them at Vari- 
ance; for both were become enamoured with the 
Beauties of Proſperity, The Nymph, like one of the 
Daughters of Men, gave Encouragement to each by 
Turns; but, to avoid a particular Declaration, ſhe a- 
vowed a Reſolution never to marry, unleſs her Siſter, 


from whom ſhe ſaid it was impoſſible for her to be F 


long ſeparated, was married at the ſame Time. 
PVelaſco, who was no Stranger to the Paſſions of his 
Sons, and who dreaded every Thing from their Vio- 
lence, to prevent Conſequences, obliged them by his 
Authority to decide their Pretenfions by Lots; each 
previouſly engaging in a ſolemn Oath to marry the 
Nymph that ſhould fall to his Share. The Lots were 
accordingly drawn; and Preſperity became the Wife 
of Felix, and Adver/ity of Uranio. 


Soon after the Celebration of theſe Nuptials, Je- KH 
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Jaſco died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt Son Felix 
the Houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the great- 
eſt Part of his large Fortune and Effects. 


The Huſband of Proſperity was ſo tranſported with 


the gay Diſpoſition and enchanting Beauties of his 
Bride, that he cloathed her in Gold and Silver, and 
adorned her with Jewels of ineſtimable Value. He 
built a Palace for her in the Wood; he made Rivers 
in his Gardens, and beautified their Banks with 


Temples and Pavilions. He entertained at his Table 


the Nobles of the Land, delighting their Ears with 
Muſic, and their Eyes with Magnificence. But his 
Kindred he beheld as Strangers, and the Companions 
of his Youth paſſed by him unregarded. His Brother 
allo became hateful in his Sight, and in Proceſs of 
Time, he commanded the Doors of his Houſe to be 
ſhut againſt him. - 


But as the Stream flows from its Chaanet.” and loſes 
itſelf among the Valleys, un'efs confined by Bounds ; 


io alſo will the Current of Fortune be diffi ated, un- 
eſs bounded by Oeconomy. In a few Years the 
Eſtate of Felix waſted by Lxtravagance, his Merchan- 

diſe failed him by Neglect, and his Effects were ſeized 
by the mercileſs Hands of Creditors. He applied 


himſelf for Support to the Nobles and great Men, 


whom he had feaſted and made Preſents to: But his 
Voice was as the Voice of a Stranger, and they re- 


membered not his Face. The Friends whom he had 


neglected, derided him in their Turn; his Wife alſo 
inſulted him, and turned her Back upon him and fled. 
Vet was his Heart ſo bewitched with her Sorceries, 
that he purſued her with Entreaties, till by her Haſte 
to abandon him, her Maſk fell off, and diſcovered to 
him a Face as withered and deformed, as before it had 
appeared youthful and engaging. 

What became of him afterwards, Trad ition does 
not relate with Certainty. It is believed that he fled 
nto Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty Be- 
nevolence of a few Friends, who had not totally de- 


£ 3 ſerted 
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ſerted him, and-that he died in a ſhort. Time, wretch- 


ed and an Exile. 


Let us now return to Uranio, who, as we have al- 


_ ready obſerved, had been driven out of Doors by 
his Brother Felix. Adverfity, though hateful to his 
Heart, and a Spectre to his Eyes, was the conſtant 
Attendant ppon his Qteps: And to aggravate his 


Sorrow, he received certain Intelligence that his 
richeſt Veſſe] was taken by a Sardinian Pirate; that 


another was loſt upon the Lybian Syrtes; and, to com- 
pleat all, that the Banker with whom the greateſt 
Part of his ready Money was entruſted, had deſerted 


his Creditors, and retired into Sicily. Collecting there- 


fore the ſmall Remains of his Fortune, he bade Adieu 
to Tyre; and, led by Adver/ity through unfrequented 
Rods and Foreſts overorawn with Thickets, he 
came at laſt to a ſmall Village at the Foot of a Moun- 
tain: Here they took up their Abode ſome Time; 


and Aver ſity, in Return for all the Anxiety he had 


| fuffered, ſoftening the Severity of her Looks, admi- 
niſtered to him the moſt faithful Counſels, weaning 
his Heart from the immoderate Love of earthly 
Jbings, and teaching him to revere the Gods, and 
to place his whole Truſt and Happineſs in their Go- 
vernment and Protection. She humanized his Soul, 
made him modeſt and humble, taught him to com- 
paffionate the Diftreites of his Fellow Creatures, and 
inclined him to relieve them. 
6e am ſent, ſaid ihe, by the Gods, to thoſe only 
whom they love: For 1 not only tram them up by my 
ſevere Ditcipline to future Glory, but alſo prepare 
them to receive with greater Relith all ſuch moderate 
Fnjoyments as are not incontlitent with this proba- 
tionary State. As the Spider, when affiiled, fecks 
Shelter in its inmoſt Web; fo the Mind which I aft- 
flict contracts its wandering Thoughts, and flies for 
Happineſs to ittelf. It was I who raiſed the Charac- 
ters of Cato, Sccrates, and Timoleom to fo divine 3 
IUlcigbt, and let them up as Guides and Examples to 
| every 
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every future Age. Proſperity, my ſmiling but treach- 
erous Siſter, too frequently delivers thoſe whom ſhe 
has ſeduced to be ſcourg-d by her cruel Followers, 
Anguijh and Deſpair : While Adverſity never fails to 
lead thoſe who will be inſtructed by her, to the bliſs- 
fol Habitations of Tranguiliity and Content.“ 

Uranio liſtened to her Words with great Attention; 
and as he looked earneſtly on her Face, the Defor- 
mity of it ſeemed inſenſibly to decreaſe. By gentle 
Degrees his Averſion to her abated ; and at laſt he 
gave himſelf wholly up to her Counſel and DirecStions. 
She would often repeat to him the wiſe Mazims of 
the Philoſopher, “„ That thoſe who want the fewc:t 
Things, approach neareſt to the Gods, who want no- 
thing.“ She admonithed him to turn his Eyes to tt: 
many Thouſands beneath him, inſtead of gazing cn 
the few who live in Fowp and Splendor ; and in his 
Addreſſes to the Gods, inſtead of ſupplicating for 
Riches and Popularity, to prey only for a vutu us 
Mind, a quiet State, an unblemithed Lite, and a Death 
full of good Hopes, 

Finding him to be every Da iy more and more com- 
poſed and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her 
Face, nor delighted with her Society, ſhe at laft ad- 


 drefled him in the following Manner: 


As Gold is purged and refined from Droſs by 


the Fire, fo is Adver/ity ſent by Providence to try and 


improve the Virtue of Mortals. The End obtained, 
my Taſk is finiſhed; and I now leave you to go and 
give an Account of my Charge. Lour Brother, 
whoſe Lot was Proſper ity, and w choſe Condition you 
lo much envied, after having experienced the Error 
of his Choice, is at laſt releaſed by Death from the molt 


wretched of Lives. Happy has it been for Uranis, 
that his Lot was Adverſity, whom, if he remembers = 


he ought, his Life will be honourable, and his Death 
happy. 
As the proncunced t chaſe Words, the vaniſhed from 


his Sight, But though her Features at that Moment, 
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inſtead of inſpiring their uſual Horror, ſeemed to diſ- 
play a Kind of languiſhing Beauty, yet as Uranio, in 


Spite of his utmoſt Efforts, could not prevail on him- 


ſelf to love her, he neither regretted her Departure, 
nor wiſhed for her Return. But though he rejoiced 


in her Abſence, he treaſured up her Counſels in his 


Heart, and grew happy by the Practice of them. 
He afterwards betook himſelf again to Merchandiſe; 


and having in a ſhort Time acquired a Competency 


fuſhcient for a real Enjoyment of Lite, he retreated 
to a little Farm which he had bought for that Pur— 
poſe, and where he determined to continue the Re- 
mainder of his Days. Here he employed his J ime in 
Flanting, Gardening, and Huſbandry, in quelling 


7 


all diſor deriy Paffions, and in forming his Mind 


by the Leſions of Adver/ity. He took great Delight 
in a little Cell or Hermitage in his Garden, which 
ſtood under a Tuft of Trees, encompaſſed with Þ g- 
;zntine and Honey-ſuckles. Adjoining it was a cold 
Bath, formed by a Spring iſſuing from a Rock, and 


over the Door was written in large Characters the fol- 


lowing Inſcription. 


Beneath this meſs-grown Reef, within this Cell, 
Truth, Liberty, Content, and Virtue davell. 
Say, you who dare this happy Place diſdain, 

W hat ſplendid Palace beaſts fo fair a Train? 


He lived to a good old Age; and died honoured 
and lamented. = 
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There are whom Heav'n has bleſt with Store of Mit, 
Tet want as much again to manage it: 

Iords are like Leaves, and where they mc? abound, 
Much Fruit of Seuſe beneath is rarely found. Pork. 


Ur Faculty of interchanging our Thoughts with 
one another, or what we expreſs by the Word 
Converſation, has always been repreſented by Moral 


Writers as one of the nobleſt Privileges of Reaſon, 


and which more particularly, ſets Mankind above the 
Brute Part of the Creation. 


Though nothing gains ſo much upon tlie Affections 
as this extempore Eloquence, which we have conſtantly 


Occaſion for, and are obliged to practiſe every Day, 


we very rarely meet with any who excel in it. 

The Converſation of moit Men is diſagreeable, not 
ſo much for Want of Wit and Learning, as of Good- 
breeding and Diſcretion. 

If you reſolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify any 
particular Vanity or Paſſion of your own, but al- 
ways with a Defign either to divert or inform the 
Company. A Man who only aims at one of theſe, 
is always eaſy in his Dilcourfe. He is never out of 
Humour at being interrupted, becauſe he conſiders 
that thoſe who hear him'are the beſt Judges whether 
waat he was ſaying could either divert or inform 
them. 


A modeſt Perfon! ſeldom fails to gain the Good- 


_ vill of thoſe he converſes with, becauſe no Body en- 


vies a Man, who does not appear to de pleaſed with 
himſelf. 


We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
deed what can we ſay? It would be as imprudent 
to diſcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over 
our fancied Virtues. Our , private and domeſtic f- 
calls are no leſs improper to be introduced in Con- 
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verſation. What does it concern the Company how 
many Horſes you keep in- your Stable ? Or whether 
your Servant is more Knave or Fool? 

A Man may equally affront the Company he is in, 
by engrofling all the Talk, or by obſerving a con- 
temptuous Silence. 


Before you tell a Story, it may be generally not 


amiſs to draw a ſhort Character, and give the Com- 


pany a true Idea of the principal Perſons concerned in 
it. The Beauty of moſt Things conſiſts not ſo much 


in their being ſaid or done, as in their being ſaid or 


done by ſuch a particular Perſon, or on ſuch a parti- 
cular Occaſion. | 
Notwithſtanding all the Advantages of Youth, few 
young People pleaſe in Converſation ; the Reaſon is, 
that Want of Experience makes them poſitive, and 
what they ſay is rather with a Deſign to pleaſe them- 


ſelves than any one elſe, 


It is certain that Age itſelf will make many Things 
pais well enough, which would have been AE at 
in the Mouth of one much younger. 

Nothing however is more inſupportable to Men of 
Senſe, than an empty formal Man, who ſpeaks in 
Proverbs, and decides all Controverſies with a ſhort 


Sentence. This Piece of. Stupidity is the more in- 


Wan as it puts on the Air of Wiſdom. 

A prudent Man will avoid talking much of any par- 
ticular Science, for which he is remarkably famous. 
"There is not, methinks, a handſomer Thing ſaid of 
Mr Cowley, in his whole Life, than that none but his 
intimate Friends ever diſcovered that he was a great 
Poet by his Diſcourſe : Beſides the Decency of this 
Rule, it is certainly founded in good Policy. A Man 
who talks of any Thing he is already famous for, has 
nothing to get, but a great deal to loſe. I might 
add, that he who is ſometimes ſilent on a Subject 
where every one is ſatisfied he could ſpeak well, will 
often be thought no leſs knowing in other Matters, 
Warr? perhaps he is wholly ignorant. 1 
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Women are frightened at the Name of: Argument, 
and are ſooner convinced by a happy Turn, or a witty. 
Expreſſion, than by Demonſtration. nh 

Whenever you commend, add your Reaſons for 
doing ſo; it is this which diſtinguithes the Approba- 
tion of a Man of Sente from the Flattery of Syco- 
phants, and the Admirat ion of Fools. „ 

Rallery is no longer agreeable than while the whole 
Company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of all be 
underſtoood to except the Perſon rallied. 

Though Good-humour, Senſe, and Diſcretion can 
ſeldom fail to make a Man agreeable, it may be no ill 


Policy ſometimes to prepare yourſelf in a particular 


Manner for Converſation, by looking a little farther 

than your Neighbours into whatever is become a 
reigning Subject. It our Armies are beſieging a 
Place of Importance Abroad, or our Houſe of Com- 
mons debating a Bill of Conſequence at Home, you 
can hardly fail of being heard with Pleaſure, if you 
have nicely informed yourſelf of the Strength, Situ- 
ation, and Hiſtory of the former, or of the Reaſons for 
and againſt the latter. It will have the ſame Effect 


if when any ſingle Perſon begins to make a Noiſe in 


the World, you can learn ſome of the ſmalleſt Inci- 
dents in his Life or Converſation ; which, tho' they 
are too fine for the Obſervation of the Vulgar, give 
more Satisfaction to Men of Senſe, (as they are the 
beſt Openings to a real Character) than the Recital 
of his moſt glaring Actions. I know but one ill 
Conſequence to be feared from this Method, namely, 
that coming full charged into Company, you ſhould 
reſolve to unload whether a handſome Opportunity 

offers itſelf or not. | % 
Though the aſking of Queſtions may plead for it- 
ſelf the ſpecious Name of Modeſty, and a Deſire of 
Information, it affords little Pleaſure to the reſt of 
the Company who may not be troubled with the ſame 
Doubts; beſides which, he who aiks a Queſtion, 
| would 
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would do well to conſider, that he lies wholly at the 
Mercy of another before he receives an Anſwer. 
Nothing is more filly than the Pleaſure fome Peo- 
ple take in what they call Heating their Minds. A 
Man of this Make will fay a rude Thing for the mere 
Pleaſure of faying it, when an oppoſite Behaviour, full 
as innocent, might have preſerved his Friend, or made 
his Fortune. OE TR 
It is not impoſſible for a Man to form to himſelf 
as exquilite a Pleaſure in complying with the Humours 
and Sentiments of others, as of bringing others over to 


his own; ſince it is the certain Sign of a ſuperior 


Genius, that can take and become whatever Dreſs it 
pleaſes. . e „ 

I ſhall only add, that beſides what J have Kere ſaid, 
there is ſomething which can never be learnt but in 
the Company of the Polite. The Virtues of Men are 
catching as well as their Vices; and your own Obſer- 
vations »lded to theſe, will ſoon diſcover what it is 
that commands Attention in one Man, and makes you 
tired and diſpleaſed with the Diſcourſe of another. 


— — — — — 


Te PARTY-COLOURED SHIELD. 
5 A Story on the ſame Subject. 


With baſty Judgment neter decide: . | 
Firft bear what's fuid an rither Side. LE ny 


N the Days of Knight-errantry and Paganiſm, one 
of our old Britiſb Princes ſet up a Statue to the 
Goddeſs of Victory, in a Point where four Roads met 
together. In her Right-hand ſhe held a Spear, and 
relied her Left upon a Shield: The Outſide of this 
Shield was of Geld, and the Infide of Silver. On the 
former was inſcribed, in the old P-:t:/4 Language, To 
the CGoddefs ever favourable , and on the other, For 
four Victories ettamed ſucceſſively over the Piits and other 
Inhabitants of the Northern Itangs. 
e a 
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It happened one Day that two Knights complete- 
ly armed, the one in black Armour, and the other in 
awhite, arrived from oppoſite Parts of the Country 
at this Statue, juſt about the ſame Time; and as 


neither of them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 


read the Inſcriptions, and obſerve the Excellence of 
its Workmanſhip. After contemplating on it for ſome 
Time, this golden Shield, ſays the black Knight,— 
golden Shield, cried the white Knight, (who was as 
iirictly obſerving the oppoſite Side) why, if I have 
me Eyes, it is Silver. 1 know nothing of your Eyes, 
replied the hack Knight, but if ever I ſaw a golden 
Shield in my Life, this is one: Yes, returned the 
white Knight, ſmiling, it is very probable, indeed, 


that they ſhould expoſe a Shield of Gold in fo public 


a Place as this: For my Part, I wonder even a Silver 
one is not tao ſtrong a Temptation for the Devotion 


of ſome People that paſs this Way ; and it appears 
by the Date, that this has been here above three 


Years. The back Knight could not bear the Smile 
with which chis was delivered, and grew ſo warm in 
the Diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a Challenge; 
they both therefore turned their Horſes, and rode 
back fo far as to have ſufficient Space for their Ca- 
reer, then fixed their Spears in their Reſts, and flew 
at each other with the greateſt Fury and Impetuoſity. 
Their Shock was fo rude, and the Blow on each Side 
io effectual, that they both fell to the Ground, much 
wounded and bruifed, and lay there for ſome Time, 
as in a Trance. A good Druid, who was travelling 
that Way, found them in this Condition. The Druids 
were the Phyſicians of thoſe Times, as well as the 
Prieſts, He had a ſovereign Balſam about him, 


which he had compoſed himſelf, for he was very ſkil- 


ful in all the Plants that grew in the Fields, or in the 
Foreſts; he ſtanched their Blood, applied his Balſam 
to their Wounds, and brought them as it were from 
Death to Life again. As ſoon as they were ſuf- 
liciently recovered, he began to enquire into the Oc- 

caſion 


— PET — REY — 


= . — 
Nen r . 2 


226 The PLEAsING INSTRUCTOR. 


caſion of their Quarrel. Why, this Man, cried 


the black Knight, will have it, that that thield yonder 


is Silver.“ „And he will have it, replied the white 


Knight, that it is Gold,” and then told him all the 
Particulars of the Affair. Ah! ſaid the Druid, 
with a Sigh; you are both of you, my Brethren, in the 
Right, and both of you in the Wrong; had either of 
you given himſelf Time to look upon the oppofite Side 
of the Shield, as well as that which firſt pretcated itſeif 
to his View, all this Paſſion and Bloodſhed might have 


been avoided ; however, there is a very good Leſlon 
to be learned from the Evils that have befallen you vn 


this Occaſion. Permit me therefore to 'intreat you 
by all our Gods, and by this Goddeſs of Victory in 


particular, Never to enter into any Diſpute for the 
- future, till you have fairly conſedered both Sides of the 


— ———_ 


On G 4a M 1 N- 6. 


You'll fnd, at leaft, this Maxim true, 2 
Fools are the Game that Knaves purſue. GAY. 


4 'T is obſervable, that Mahbomet;.in a moſt particular 3 
Manner, forbad Gaming and Drunkenneſs to his 


Followers, when at the fame Time he indulged them 


with Plurality of Women: The laſt he looked upon 


as a Paſſion, the Seeds of which are implanted as it 
were in our Nature; whereas Gaming and Drunken- 


neſs he abſolutely forbad, as acquired and unnatural 


Vices: As Viees productive of the moſt dreadful 
Conſequences, - I will not at preſent examine the 
Juſtneis of the Complaint paid to amorous Libertin- 


iſm, which he certainly carried too far; but ſhall 


obſerve, that his ſtrict Commands in Regard to 
Gaming and Drunkenne!s, have contributed more 


than any of his other InjunCtions, to the Happineſs 


of his Followers, 


Gaming 
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Gaming (which I ſhall at preſent conſider) feems 
to me, of all Vices, the greateft Enemy of Happi- 
neſs : Its inſeparable Attendants are Envy, Deceit, 
Profuſeneſs, Impiety, and a whole Train of diaboli- 
cal Aſſociates. Health, Peace of Mind, Love, Fa- 
mily, Friends, Country, and, in ſhort, every Thing 
valuable or defireable, are ſacrificed to it: And to 
what are they facrificed ? Why, to Avarice-: Avarice, 
the meaneſt of Vices. The Love of Gaming is nothing 
more than the Love of other People's Money. It is 
not the Avarice of a Miler; it is the Avarice of a 
Thief, a Robber, or rather the cowardly Avarice of 
a Pick-podket. It is Avarice and Profuſion joined 
together; a moſt unnatural Conjunction, and pro- 


ductive of more terrible Conſequences than either of 


them ſingly can poſſibly be: Like Aaron's Rod, it 


abſorbs, it ſwallows up, and contains within itſelf all 
other Vices, and may juſtly among Vices be ſtiled 


Legion; and of all Baits made Uſe of by the grand 
Enemy of Mankind, to tempt us from our Duty, 


and make us unhappy hereafter, Gaming ſeems the 
moſt dangerous, and the beſt to anſwer his diabolical 


Ends. | 
It is ridiculous to hear the Votaries of Gaming 


term it an Amuſement, an inoffenſive Relaxation, c. 


thoſe who fo miſcal it, muſt notwithſtanding allow it 


to be an irrational, or unimproving Diverſion ; and 


that at the beſt it 1s but murdering Time. But 
upon Examination, every Obſerver may find, that 
dallying with the Temptation draws on impercep— 
tibly to the moſt deſtructive Conſequences. But 
what ſhall be ſaid of thoſe who take no Delight in 
Gaming, yet give into it on almoſt every Occaſion ? 
Surely Complaifance is a poor Excuſe for doing a 


fooliſh or a wicked Action, and that every Gameſter 


is a Knave or a Fool, is a moft palpable Truth. A 
certain Nobleman hearing a Gentleman ſpoken of, 
who was ſaid to be a great Gameſter; he is a moſt 
meorrigible Blockhead, cries my Lord; but on be- 


ing 
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ing aſſured he was a Man of very brilliant Parts; if 


ſo, replies my Lord, he muſt be a rank Scoundrel: 
Not ſo, my Lord, replies the other, he bears the Cha- 
racter of a Gentleman of great Worth and Honour. 
© That cannot be, retorts the Nobleman; every 
Gameſter is either a Rogue or Fool, Pike or Gudgeon; 
and Honour never makes a nearer Approach to the 
Heart of ſuch a one, than the Tip of his Tongue.” 
All Converfation, all Improvement, is put a Stop 
to, the Moment Gaming commences : Friendſhip 
and Society, Benevolence and Humanity ceaſe, and 
nothing further is thought of, but the Ruin of thoſe 
you are in Company with; the Ruin of thoſe yon 
often make the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of Friendſhip 


to: The Gameſter's Happineſs (like the Devil's) | 


depends on the Miſery of others; and like Satan too, 
he ſmiles on thoſe who, in his Heart, he devotes to 
Deſtruction, 3 5 8 

The Life of a Gameſter is a Life of Uncertainty : 


(conſequently of Unhappineſs) he can never proper- 


ly call any Thing his own, not being aſſured of its 
Poſſeſſion one Moment longer than till his next 
ſitting down to the Gaming Table. The thriving 
Gameſter, how precarious is his Thriving ! is the worſt 
of Robbers ; and the Unfortunate, the worſt of Self- 
Murderers : A Murderer who involves all thofe Inno- 
cents, who unfortunarely have any Connection with 
him, in the diſmal Gulph of Beggary and wretched 
Dependence. 1 ans 

If Covetouſneſs of another's Property, and Diſcon- 
tent of our own, be a Breach of the Divine Com- 
mand, . Thou fhait not covet thy Neighbour's Goods,” 
c. the Gameſter is ever and ſuperlatively guilty. 
The late Duke of A———#e, who had an Axerſion 
for al! Sorts of Gaming, being urged to no Purpoſe 
by a Nobleman, to {port a little Money; Sure, my 
Lord, cries the Nobleman, you muft love your Maney 
vaſtly, ta be afraid of venturing a Pie of it—-—, 


4. 
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It is true, my Lord, (replies his Grace) I do love my oꝛun 
Money; yet no Perſon had ever Reaſon to ſay I was fond © 
of another Man's. . $2 EP, he 
The Male Part of Mankind who give into this Vice, 
proſtitute their 'Talents to the moſt vicious Purpoſes 
they become entirely abſorbed by it; they ſtand 
like Slaves in the Market, to be bought and fold ; for 
Neceſſity often glares them in the Face, and betrays 

them to Venality. „ | 
= If married, how can they reflect on the Hazards 
they put the Happineſs of Wife, Children, Friends, 
Kc to? And when ill Fortune ftares them in the 
Pace, how often are they fo cowardly as to have Re- 
courſe to a Piſtol, and by Suicide leave thoſe Inno- 
cents to confront a Danger they themſelves were 
afraid of facing ? But when Gaming ſeizes the Fe- 
male Breaſt, to all the above-mentioned Misfortunes 
we may juſtly add Lt of Beauty, which is ever the 
Conſequence of late Hours, ruffled Paſſions, and a cor- 
zoding Heart. Her Honour, her Chaſtity, can no 
longer be called her own, when ſhe commences Game- 
ſter. The Manſion of Gracefulneſs and Beauty is 
converted into a foul and darkſome Dungeon. At- 
tracting Softneſs and Modeſty (the amiable Charac- 
teriſtics of the Sex) are changed for unbecoming 
Fierceneſs and Acerbity of TI emper, and the whole 
Picture brings to our Mind the different Situation 
and Figure of Satan before and after the Fall. Theſe 
Reflections (looſe and indigeſted as they are) were 
occaſioned by the two following Relations, which 
lately happened, and which probably ſeveral of my 
Readers know to have but too much Truth in them. 
In one of the principal Cities in England lived Lu- 
cius and Sapphire, bleſſed with a moderate Fortune, 
Health, Love, Peace of Mind, and two little Dar- 
lings, a gon and a Daughter. They ſeemed to want 
for nothing as an Addition to their Happineſs, nor 
vere they inſenſible of what they enjoyed; but Sun 
U | ra- 
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Gratitude to Heaven, were Inſtruments of Good to all 
about them. Towards the Cloſe of laſt Summer, Lu- 
cius happening in Company with ſome neighbouring 
Gentlemen, who propoſed to waſte an Hour or ſo 
at Cards, he conſented more in Compliance to o- 
thers' Taſte than his own: Like other Sporters, he 
met with a Variety of Fortune, (a Variety more ſe- 
ducing than a Continuance either of good or bad) 
and warmed with Liquor, he was inconſiderately 
drawn in before the Company broke up to involve 
himſelk more than his Fortune could bear. The 
next Day, on ſober Reflection, he could not ſupport 
the Thoughts of the Diſtreſs his Folly had brought 
on his Sapphira and the little Innocents; he had 
aot Courage to acquaint her with what had happen- 
ed; and whilſt in the Midſt of Pangs he had hithęr- 
to been a Stranger to, he was viſited again, and again 
tempted by one of the laſt Night's Company to try 
Fortune once more. In order to drown Reflection, 
and in Hopes of recovering his Loſs, he flew to the 
fatal Place, nor did he leave it till he had loſt his All. 
The Conſequence of which was, that the next Day, 
in Deſpair indeſcribable, after writing a Letter to 
2cquaint Sapphira with what had happened, he ſhot 
himſelf through the Head; the News of which de- 
prived Sapphira of her Senſes : She is at preſent con- 
fined in a Mad-houſe, and the two little Innocents, 
.deſtitute of Parents and Fortune, have a troubleſome 
World to ſtruggle through, and are likely to feel all 
the Miſeries that Poverty and ſervile Derne en- 
tail on the Wretched. of 
A young Lady who lived in the North, was on 
the Point of Marriage with a young Gentleman 
whom ſhe was doatingly fond of, and by whom ſhe 
was as greatly beloved: She was at the ſame Time 
admired by a Perſon of high Rank, but whoſe Paſ- 
ſion, as he was already married, was conſequently diſ- 
honourable. He was determined. however at any Rate, 
| to indulge his vicious Flame ; but as ſhe was 777 
[ ſon 
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ſon of the ſtricteſt Honour, he was obliged to- act 
cautiouſly, and keep his Love à Secret. Know- 
ing her rropenſiy to Gaming, he laid a Snare far her, 
into which the fell, to the great Diminutien of her 
Fortune. _ This he took Care to have repreſented 
with the moſt aggravating Circumſtances to the Gen- 
tleman to whom ſhe was engaged. His Friends 
painted to him the dreadful Inconvenience of his 
taking a Gameſter to Wife: Poverty, Diſeaſe, and 
probably Dithonour to his Bed, were the likely Con- 
lequences: In a Word, they managed Matters ſo 
as to break off the Match. The Villain Who occa- 
fioned the Breach between the Lovers, notwithſtand- 
ing miſſed his wicked Ends; his Addrefles and Pro- 
polals met with Contempt and Abhorrence ; yet 
though ſhe preſerved her Chaſtity, (a Circumſtance 
very uncommon among Female Gameſters) the Los 
of her intended Spouſe, whom ſhe was diſtractedly 
fond of, threw her into a Decline, which in a few 
Months 1 an End to her Life. 


** ä 2 — 


On DRUNKENNESS. 88 


O ! that Men ſhould 2 an Enemy into their Mouths fo teal 
away their Brains. SHAKESPEAR, 2 4 


HE following. i 1 0 Letter from! 2 Father to 
his only Son, in which he lays open the de- 
teſtable Crime of Drunkenneſs, and its ſhocking 
Conſequences, in ſtricing Colours. As the Sub- 
ject of the Letter is a Vice not very uncommon in 


England, 1 hope the inferting of it will need no Bays 
ther Apolog oy. 


A Der T o u, 


lx is with the greateſt Concern T hear you have 
lately (more than once) been guilty of getting fuddled , 
in in Company with ſome of your vonthful Companionsz; 
U 2 vou 
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you can ſcarce think what a Shock this Account gave 
me. I know, my dear Boy, you have a great Flow of 
Spirits, a lively Imagination, and great Good - nature; 
but thoſe Qualities, inſtead of guarding you againſt 
that adious Fault, are, 1 am afraid, moſt likely, to 
hurry you into it: Other Vices generally have their 
Rife, and take deepeſt Root in the meaneſt Ditpo- 
fitions. Drunkenneſs, on the contrary, is often, too 
often, obſerved to flouriſh in the richeſt and moſt 
promiling Soils ; This, 72cm, is a principal [Reaſon 
why I fear for you. A ſocial, good-natured Youth 
is drawn in by Degrees; if he is lively, ſmart, and 
witty, his Company is fought for by others; if. Wit 
in another captivates him, the Company he. doats on 
_ draws him to the Tayern, and though he fteps cau- 
tionſly at firſt, he ſoon from Habit and Example loſes 
all Senſe of what he is doing; the Senſe of Danger 
daily wears off; Fondneſs of Company by Degrees 
draws on Fondneſs for Liquor; he becomes more ſot- 
tiſh, and conſequently more ftupid, till at laſt his Un- 

derſtanding, (an Underſtanding that might have done 
Honour to his Country, and benefited his Fellow- 
ereatures) becomes clouded and muddled, and inſtead 
of the promifing Expedlations that his Youth afforded, 
he becomes a Burden to himſelf, and deſpicable to all 
the World. V ö 
Drunkenneſs, Tom, ſtupifies the Senſes, deſtroys 
the Memory, blunts the Underſtanding, fills Men 
with Diſeaſes, and makes them incapable of Buſineſs 
of any Kind: That this is the Conſequence of habi- 
tnal Drunkenneſs, too many Inſtances in every Part 
of the Kingdom will evidence. What a deſpicable 
Character that of a Sot is I need not deſcribe to you, 
and depend upon it, every Perſon who is fond of ihe 
Company of 'Fopers, is in a fair Way of becoming a 
Sot, If your Inclination tends that Way, check it 
immediately, nor deceive yourſelf with the Hopes of 
"having the Power to conquer it whenever you pleale ; 
in ſuch a Cafe Habit daily adds new Strength 
POE | 8 £0 
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to the vicious Bent : The Brute Part of us (Appetite) 
ſoon poſſeſſes the whole Man, and Reaſon, which 
may be called the angelic Part, becomes quite ſmo- 
thered and deſtroyed: You know, my Lad, it is a 
common Exprefſion to ſay, he is as drunk as a Beaſt. 
We do not ſuppoſe that Beaſts get drunk; we mean 
by it, that Man by Inebriation drowns His Under. 
| ſtanding ; and when his Reaſon is gone, he is upon à 

Level with, nay really far beneath the brute, irra- 
tional Creation. Brutes are certainly equally rational 
with ſuch a Wretch, it not more ſo, with the ſups- 
rior Advantage of a found Body, and an Inſtinet to 
guide them. 

4 am not afraid, Tom, of your giving into View 
which flow from an illiberal Genius or Stupidity, 28 
Swearing for Example, which ſhews a Barrenneſs of 
Underſtanding, and a Want of Words; a Want in 
Reality of Common Senſe in the Blaſphemer. This, 
my dear Boy, thank God, is far from being the Caſe 
with you at preſent; yet ſhould you ever become an 
habitual Drunkard, the Company you muſt then be 
often reduced to herd with, and the Loſs of your Un- 
derſtanding, will, you may depend upon it, bring on 
that ſtupid Vice as an additional Odium to your 
Character. 

* I know the World is apt to ich at the Appres 
henſion of any Danger accruing from getting fuddled 
now and then; they think the Conſequences innocent 
and trifling, but they ſoon find themſelves woefally 
miſtaken, 
tual Drunkenneſs ; the oftener you are guilty of it, the 
more you prejudice your Health and Underſtanding; l 
and the leſs capable you are to guard againſt that a- 
bominable Vice: It ſteals upon you infenfibly, and 
you are feldom conſcious of the Danger till you are 
incapable of reſiſting it 


« Confider, my Jear Lad, the firſt Deviation from 


the level Paths of Virtue, is the gradual imperceptible 
Deſcent ; The Entrance is bewitchipg, as it lies 
U:3 through 


Getting fuddled is the high Road to habi- 
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through the flowery Regions of Pleaſure; but as 


you advance, the Way ſoon becomes rougher and leſs | 


pleaſing : The Proſpect by Degrees grows dreary, 
gloomy, and friphtful : Each Step you advance grows 
Keeper and ſteeper 3 your Power of Reſiſtance grows 
fainter and fainter ; and you are hurried down, in 
Spite of the feeble Efforts you are: then capable of 
making, into the Gulph of Shame and eee 
Deſtruction. 

„A Drunkard is the worſt of Suicides he is a 
deliberate, determined Self-murderer ; he en him- 
ſelf out of the World; and for the ſhort Time he 
crawls on the Earth, he makes himfelf miſerable, by 
loading himſelf with racking Diſtempers : Company, 
which he was ſo fond of, avoid and deſpiſe him, when 
He can no longer contribute to their irrational Mirth ; 
{for you muſt never truft to Friendſhip commenced 
ever a Bottle) and the only faint Glimmering of Plea- 
fre he then enjoys, is when he is pouring down that 
liquid Poiſon which firſt occaſioned, and Loy encreaſes 
Bis Diſorder.. 2009 

A certain People among the ancient Greeks ( che 
Locrians, I think) puniſhed with double Rigour any 
Crime committed in . ; firſt and principally, for 
getting drunk; and ſecondly, for the Crime commit- 


ted; for certainly he who eradicates his Reaſon delibe- 


rately, as Drunkards do, is much more guilty of what 
is committed for Want of that Reaſon, deſtroyed by 


bis own Fault, than he whote Reaſon is overcome 17 


any accidental Attack of Paſſion. 
M You ſeem, Tim, to have ſome Ambition in you, 
a laudable Ambition, I hope, to diſtinguiſh yourſelf, 
and cut a Figure in the World : All that, my dear 
Boy, is over with you, if once you ſuffer Drunkenneſs 
to become yours Maſter : That Emulation which 
might have made you illuſtrious, will of Courſe be 
reverſed into an Abaſement that muſt degrade you be- 
low Rationality ; 3 and ſearce, as I have hinted before, 
leave 
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leave you on a Level with the loweſt Order of grove 
ling Brutes. Vp nb eee pref 

„Whenever you hear any Perſon brag in Compa- 
ny (which Drunkards generally do with great Plea» 
{ure and Self- conſequence) that he got drunk, moſt 
damnably drunk, ſet that Fellow down for a Fool at 
the beſt.— It is a fooliſh, nay a wicked Way of priding 


himſelf, of what he ſhould be aſhamed of. What 
then muſt we think of Company, who by their Beha» 
viour ſcem to approve ſuch Folly; and as to the ridi- 


culous Cuſtom of drinking Healths, nothing certainly 


can be a greater Enemy to Health that it is. I am ſure 
it were as abſurd to applaud a Perſon for eating to Ex- 
ceſs, as for drinking to Exceſs; they are equally deſ- 
picable, gluttonous, mean, and hoggiſh. 1 8 55 


A Man may enjoy Company infinitely to more 
Advantage, in walking, riding, Oc. than in a Tavern 


over a Bottle. Moderate Exerciſe contributes to 
Health and Improvement of the Faculties; and Con- 


verſation at ſuch Times muſt be more edifying from 
the Variety of Scenes that are continually preſenting 
themfelves to the Eye: Or if the Weather will not 


permit. that, enjoy yourſelf in your own or your Friend's 
Chamber, with an agreeable Companion or two, 


which muſt be much preferable to fuddling in a Ta- 
vern, or an Alehouſe, where the longer you remain, 
the leſs entertaining and improving mult the Conver- 


jation be. Beſides, I know you have a Taſte both for 
Muſic and Painting, and certainly any Perſon ſo en- 


dowed, can never be at a Loſs for a pleaſing Relaxation 
from Study.— J am far, Tom, from being one of that 


rigid Claſs of Mortals, who decry Chearfulneſs and 


Mirth; I love Mirth, you know 1 do; and Chearful- 
neſs (as the Spectator ſays) is the very Health of the 


Soul; to preſerve which, is one great Reaſon why I 


would have you avoid Drinking; for Drinking is in 
Realty an Enemy to Chearfulneſs, Good nature, and 
Mirth.—In Drinking it is hard, nay it is almoſt im- 
Poſſible, to ſtop at a certain Mark, and when you once 
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through the flowery Regions of Pleaſure ; but as 
you advance, the Way ſoon becomes rougher and leſs 
pleaſing : The Proſpect by Degrees grows dreary, 
gloomy, and frightful : Each Step you advance grows 
Keeper and ſteeper ; your Power of Reſiſtance grows 
fainter and fainter ; and you are hurried down, in 
Spite of the feeble Efforts you are then capable of 
making, into the Gulph of Shame and everlaſting 
Deſtruction. 

4 Drunkard is the worſt of Suicides he is 
deliberate, determined Self-murderer ; he burries bim- | 
ſelf out of the World; and for the ſhort Time he 
craw!s on the Earth, he makes himfelf miſerable, by 
loading himſelf with racking Diſtempers : Company, 
which he was ſo fond of, avoid and deſpiſe him, when 
de can no longer contribute to their irrational Mirth ; 
{for you muſt never truſt to Friendſhip commenced 
over a Bottle} and the only faint Glimmering of Plea- 
Gre he then enjoys, is when he is pouring down that 
liquid Poiſon which firit enen and {till encreaſes 
ais Diſorder. 5 15 
A certain People among the ancient Greeks ( the 
Lecrians, I think) puniſhed with double Rigour any 
Crime committed in I ; firſt and principally, for 
getting drunk; and fecondly, for the Crime commit- 
ted; for certainly he who eradicates his Reaſon delibe- 
rateiy, as Drunkards do, is much more guilty of what 
is committed for Want of that Reaſon, deſtroyed by 
bis own Fault, than he whofe Reaſon is oy ercome vy 

any accidental Attack of Paſſion. 515 

« You feem, Tom, to have ſome Ambition in you, 
a laudable Ambition, I hope, to diſtinguiſh yourſelf, 
and cut a Figure in the World : All that, my dear 
Boy, is over with you, if once you ſuffer Drunkenneſs 
to become yours Maſter : That Emulation which 
might have made you illuſtrious, will of Courſe be 
reverſed into an Abaſement that muſt degrade you be- 
low Rationality ; and ſearce, as I have hinted before, 

leave 
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leave you on a Eevel with the loweſt Order of grove 
ling Brutes. * 
« Whenever you hear any Perſon brag in Compa- 
ny (which Drunkards generally do with great Plea- 
{ure and Self- conſequence) that he got drunk, moſt 
damnably drunk, ſet that Fellow down for a Fool at 
the beſt.— It is a fooliſh, nay a wicked Way of priding | 


' himſelf, of what he ſhould be aſhamed of. What 


then muſt we think of Company, who by their Beha- 
viour ſcem to approve ſuch Folly ; and as to the ridi- 
culous Cuſtom of drinking Healths, nothing certainly 
can be a greater Enemy to Health that it is. I am ſure 


it were as abſurd to applaud a Perſon for eating to Ex» 
ceſs, as for drinking to Exceſs; they are equally def 


picable, gluttonous, mean, and hoggiſh, I 

« A Man may enjoy Company infinitely to more 
Advantage, i in walking, riding, He. than in a Tavern 
over a Bottle. Moderate Exerciſe contributes to 


Health and Improvement of the Faculties; and Con- 


verſation at ſuch Times muſt be more edifying from 
the Variety of Scenes that are continually preſenting 


themſelves to the Eye: Or if the Weather will not 


permit. that, enjoy yourſelf in your own or your Friend's 
Chamber, with an agreeable Companion or two, 
which muſt be much preferable to fuddling in a Ta- 
vern, or an Alehouſe, where the longer you remain, 
the leſs entertaining and improving mult the Conver- 


1ation be. Beſides, I know you have a Taſte both for 
Muſic and Painting, and certainly any Perſon ſo en- 
dowed, can never be at a Loſs for a pleaſing Relaxation 


from Study. —I am far, Tom, from being one of that 
rigid Claſs of Mortals, who decry Chearfulneſs and 
Mirth; I love Mirth, you know 1 do; and Chearful- 
nels. (as the Spectator ſays) is the very Health of the 


Soul; to preſerve which, is one great Reaſon why I 


would have you avoid Drinking; for Drinking is in 
Realty an Enemy to Chearfulneſs, Good nature, and 
Mirth.—In Drinking it is hard, nay it is almoſt im- 
poſſible, to ſtop at a certain Mark, and when you once 


mu 


„ 
RET Ix. 


e 


4 Ne — 1 2 124 
SA Arn —— nw —— —— roy e 


236 We PI EA SING INSTRUCTOR. 


go beyond it, you are hurried you know not whither; 
Quarrelling, Gaming, Debauchery of all Kinds, nay 


often Murder, are the dreadful Fruits of Drinking; 
and in Regard to Converſation, Tom, I would appeal 


to yourſelf, whether from the little you have ſeen of 
Drinking, (I ſincerely hope it is but little) whether in 
your cool Moments you would not have been afhamed 
of the Words and Actions which you applauded when 


warm with Liquor: In a Word, unleſs you moſt care- 


fully guard againſt Drunkenneſs in your Youth, it 
will inſenſibly ſteal on you; it will make you miſerable 


both in body and Mind; it will prove an inſuperable 


Bar to your becoming eminent in any Profeſſion; it 


will make you odious to yourſelf, and deſpicable to 
others; it will lay a perpetual Opening to the grand 


Tempter to make you miſerable both here and here- 
after ; and indeed, and in Truth, I would rather hear 
of your being no more, than your becoming a Drunk- 
ard.—You know I love you, Tem; yet the more I. 
Jove you, the more deſirous I would be of your deſcend- 
ing to the Grave, than to hear of your giving Way to 


; that ſcandalous, mean, deteſtable Vice.—I fhall con- 


clade my Letter with a little Story I have ſomewhere 
read, and which I think much to the Purpoſe. 
A certain young Fellow had been drawn into a 


Contract with the Devil, that in Conſideration of 


fome important Services from his diabolical Majeſty, 
the young Fellow was to comply with one of three 
Requeſts the Deyil ſhould think proper to make him. 
It is to be obſerved, the Devil had before often tempted 
him in vain to commit ſeveral Crimes; but the young 
Fellow had hitherto withſtood his Temptations, and 


was ſtill determined to reiuſe him in every Thing, but 


the one Requeſt he was obliged by his Contract to 
comply with: When it came to Belzebub's Turn to 
command, he left it io the Youth's Choice, either to 
murder hae Father, debauch his own Siſter, or get 


drunk. The young Man choſe the laſt, as by far the 


leaſt ſhocking; but when he had got drunk, the I, 
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vii took that Opportunity of tempting him (which till 
he. was drunk he never could effectually do) to com- 
r:it both the other Crimes. Thus he was drawn in to 
commit all the Devil wanted; whereas if either of the 
„ner had been his Choice, he would probably have 
2icaved fo complicated a Guilt,” 


- . 
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77, Hizrony F SanTON BarsisA : Shewing the 

FINE AF: oF 2 2 3 Ln F 67. r 
fatal Hfecte of encouraging bad 7 howghts, 

Short is the Corrie of every fawleſs Picaſurc, 

Greif like a Shade on ail its Footleps awaits, 

Scarce viſible in Joys Meridian Height: 

But downwards as its Blaze declining ſpreads, 

The davarſiſi Shadow to a Giant grows. MILTON. 


HERE was formerly a Santon, whoſe Name was 
Barſiſa, who for the Space of an hunded Years 
very frequently applied himſelf to Prayer; and ſcarce 
ever went out of the Grotto in which he made his 


| Reſidence, for Fear of expoſing himſelf to the Danger 


of offending God. He faſted in the Day-time, and 
watched in the Night; all the Inhabitants of the Couu- 
try had ſo great a Veneration for him, and fo highly 


valued his Prayers, that they commonly applied to him 


when they had any Favours to beg of Heaven. When 
hie made Vows for the Health of a ſick Perſon, the 
Patient was immediately cured. _ ES 

It happened that the Daughter of the King of that 
Country fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, the Cauſe of 
which the Phyſicians could not diſcover, yet they con- 
tmued preſcribing Remedies by Gueſs ; but inſtead of 
helping the Princeſs, they only augmented her Dif- 
eaſe. In the mean Time the King was inconſolable, 
for he paſſionately loved his Daughter: Wherefore one 
Day, finding all human Aſfiſtance vain, he declared it 
as his Opinion, that the Princeſs ought to be ſent to 
tne Santen Hari. | | 


All 


Cont? 
. to 
17 
* „ 


* 


— — 


—— 


LT I 
LE 5 


-- 


, 
1. 
77277 y 
N 
is 


4; 2 
-. 


o 
* „ 


. o 
l 25 „ „ 0 [] 


wa 


DN 
DDD 


db 
BD 


D — J> 
— 
8 

D 


— 


a > 
— — 
IVY 
_ 
— 
— 


— 


„„ " 

506 U f 
7 

of [ MOLE 1 
| 7 5 90-0 
5 1 
70 0 
' 


= 
—_— 


+ 


4 


% 


— 


( 
„ 


, 


- + 
* 


o 
= 4 


o 


TH 
0 
ut 


449424 
487, 
"0770 », 
oper eee 
— 
- 


449 


A 
\. SY 


— 
- 


„ „. 4 f 
1:44. 


o > 
RAND 
N 


1 
56 „4 


* 4 Y/ 4 / 


0 


wüten 
1 


e r r 


Er — — — — 


- = 


N vo 


DR 
5 vb 


- 14 
= 0» 4 
16411 


re PE ES 2 % 


—— — 


i; ll 


* = 


„1 K — di CO EE INES ——— ——PP— ro to > ere — 


o 
* 
— 


7 


G RM e, 


on Barſisa 
u ecuꝗdy 


Z. ace 


ant 
o. au Pe ACE 


8 
Oc. 1. 27 


Publirhed 


The PlLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 237 


vil took that Opportunity of tempting him (which till 
he was drunk he never could effectually do) to com- 
mit both the other Crimes. Thus he was drawn in to 
commit all the Devil wanted ; whereas if either of the 
other had been his Choice, he would probably have 
eſcaped fo complicated a Guilt,” 


— 


The HISTORY of SAN TON BaRs1SA : Shewing the 
fatal Effects of encouraging bad Thoughts, 


Short is the Courſe of every lawleſs Pleaſure, 

Grief like a Shade on all its Footſteps awaits, 

Scarce wifible in Joys Meridian Height: _ 

But downwards as its Blaze declining ſpreads, 
The dwarfiſh Shadow to a Giant grows. MILTON. 


HERE was formerly a Santon, whoſe Name was 
Barſiſa, who for the Space of an bunded Years 
very frequently applied himſelf to Prayer; and ſcarce 
ever went out of the Grotto in which he made his 

Reſidence, for Fear of expoſing himſelf to the Danger 
of offending God. He faſted in the Day-time, and 
watched in the Night; all the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try had ſo great a Veneration for him, and fo highly 
valued his Prayers, that they commonly applied to him 


when they had any Favours to beg of Heaven. When 


he made Vows for the Health of a fick Perſon, the 
Patient was immediately cured. | | 


It happened that the Daughter of the King of that 


Country fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, the Cauſe of 
which the Phyſicians could not difcover, yet they con- 
tinued preſcribing Remedies by Gueſs ; but inſtead of 
helping the Princeſs, they only augmented her Dit- 
eaſe. In the mean Time the King was inconſolable, 
for he 5 loved his Daughter: Wherefore one 
Day, finding all human Aſſiſtance vain, he declared it 
as his Opinion, that the Princeſs ought to be ſent to 
the Santon Barſiſa. per f 
All 
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| All the . Beys applauded his Sentiment, and the 7 
King's Officers conducted her to the Santon; who, 
e his frozen Age, could not ſee ſuch a 6 
Beauty, without. being ſ-nfibly moved. He gazed on a 
her with Pleafure; and the Devil taking this Oppor- 


tunity, whiſpered in his Ears thus: © Oh Sauton! do | 2 
not let flip ſuch a fortunate Minute: Tell the King's P 
Servants that it is requiſite for the Princeſs to paſs this Y 0 
Night in the Grotto, to ſee whether it will pleaſe Gd 1 


to cure her; that you will put up a Prayer for her, 
and that they need only come to fetch her 1 o- 
Morrow, | 

How weak is Man! The Sinton ond ed the Devil's 
Advice, and did what he ſuggeſted to him. But the 
Officers before they would yield to leave the Princeſs, 

ſent one of their Number to know the King's Hleaſure. 
That Monarch, who had an entire Confidence in Bar- 
Ja, never in the leaſt ſcrupled the truſting of his 
Daughter with him. I conſent, ſaid he, that ſbe flay 
_evith that holy Man, and that he keep her as long as he 
Pleaſer; I am wholly ſatisfied on that Head. 

When the Officers had received the King's Anf 
they retired, and the Princeſs remained alone with the 
Hermit. N ight being come, the Devil preſented him- 
ſelf to Santon, ſaying, “ Canſt thou ler flip ſo favour- 
able an Opportunity with ſo charming a Creature ? 
Fear not her telling of the Violence you offer to her; 
if ſhe were even ſo indiſcreet as to reveal it, who will 
believe her ? The Court, the City, and all the World, 

are too much prepoſſeſſed in thy Favour, to give any 
Credit to ſuch a Report. You may do any Thing 
unpuniſhed, when armed by the great Reputation for 
| Wiſdom which you have acquired.” -T he unfortu- 
nate Barſiſa was ſo weak as to hearken to the Enemy of 
| Mankind. He approached the Princeſs, took her into 
| his Arms, and in a Moment cancelled a Virtue of an 
| hundred Years' Duration, 
He had no ſooner perpetrated the Crime, that. a 
Thouſand e Horr ors haunted him Night Wo 
; ay. 
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my Shame?” „To hinder the Knowledge of your 


Jo-morrow, tell them you have cured her, and that 


City and Country; and the King her Father will be 


quiry for the King's Daughter; ; but not being able to 


to, ſeized Barſiſa, and found the Princeſs' Body in 
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Day. He thus accoſted the Devil: © Oh Wretch, ſays 
he, it is thou who haſt deſtroyed me ! Thou haſt en- 
compaſſed me for a whole Age, and endeavoured to 
feduce me; and now thou haſt at laſt gained thy End.“ 
« Oh Santon! anſwered tbe Devil, do not reproach me 
with the Pleaſures thou haſt enjoyed. Thou may'ſt re- 
pent: But what is unhappy for thee is, that the Prin- 
ceſs is impregnate, and thy Sin will become public: 
Thou wilt become the Laughing-ſtock of thoſe who 
admire and reverence thee at preſent, and the King 
will put thee to an ignominious Death.“ 

Barſiſa, terrified by this Diſcourſe, ſays to the De- 
vil, What ſhall I do to prevent the Publication of 
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Crime, you ought to commit a freſh one, anſwered the 
Devil. Kill the Princeſs, bury her in the Corner of 
the Grotto, and when the King's Meſſengers come 
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ſhe went from the Grotto very early in the Morning 
They will believe you, and ſearch for her all over Te 
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in great Pain for her; but after ſeveral vain Searches 
it will wear off.“ 

The Hermit, abandoned by God, purſuant to this 
Advice killed the Princeſs, buried her in a Corner of 
the Grotto, and the next Day told the Officers what 
the Devil bade him ſay, They made diligent En- 
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hear of her, they deſpaired of finding her, when the 
Devil told them that all their Searches for the Princeſs 
were in vain; and relating what had paſſed betwixt her 
and the Fantan, he told them the Place where ſhe was 
interred. The Officers immediately went to the Grot- 
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the Place to which the Devil had directed W 0 


whereupon they took up the Corpſe, and carried that 
and the Santon to the Palace. 


When the King ſaw his Daughter dead, and was 
informed of the whole Event, he broke into Tears 


and 
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and bitter Lamentation ; and aſſembling the Doctors, 
he laid the Santon's Crime before them, and aſked their 
Advice how he ſhould be puniſhed. All the Doctors 
condemned him to Death ; upon which the Gibbet was 
erected ; when the Hermit went up the Ladder, and 
he was going to be turned off, the Devil whiſpered in 
his Ear theſe Words: O Santon if you will worſhip 
me, I will extricate you out of this Difficulty, and 
tranſport you two thouſand Leagues from hence into 
a Country where you ſhall be reverenced by Men, as 
much as you were before this Adventure.” I am 
content, lays Barſiſa; deliver me, and J will worſhip 
thee.” Give me firſt a Sign of Adoration,” replied 
the Devil; whereupon the Santon bowed his Head, 
and ſaid, 60 I give myſelf to you.” T hen the Devil 


raiſing his Voice, ſaid, Oh Barſſa, I am ſatisfied ; 
I have, obtained what I deſired:“ And with theſe 


Words, ſpitting in his Face, he diſappeared ; and the 


"deluded Sauton was hanged, 


From this may be inferred, that evil Thoughts will 


ſometimes {tart up even in the beſt of Minds, which 


when checked as ſoon as noticed, can never be deemed 
criminal, but ought to be carefully ſtifled in Embryo, 
as the firſt Incitements to Sin; for Vice naturally be- 
gets Vice, and the leaſt Digreflion from Virtue is fre- 


quently ſucceeded by ſuch a Train of 25 as leads 


on ic2perceptibly to certain Ruin. 
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On the iniperceptible Deviation 1 Vice, and the Re- — 


monflrances of CoN SCIENCE. he Story of AMU- 
RATH, an {Eaſtern Monarch. 
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When Conſcience pleads, turn not away : 2 fit 

Jig Heaw'n that ſpeaks and points the Way, R. 1 

L Y which of the Indian Sages of Antiquity the fol- 9 

0 lowing Story was written, or whether the People Kd 
of the Eaft have any remote Tradition, upon which it 

[ is founded, is not known: But it was probably related 1 | 

| in the firſt Perſan, to give it an Air of greater Dignity, g 
and render its Influence more powerful: Nor would | 
it, perhaps, appear altogether incredible to People [i 

among whom Metempſyebaſis is an Article of Faith, and 0 

the viſible Agency of /uperior Beings admitted without of 

_ Scruple. | (ii 
= Amurath, Sultan of the Faſt, the Judge of Nations, J 


the Diſciple of Adverſity, records the Wonders of his 
= Lite : Let thoſe who preſumptuouſly qu:ſtion the 
= Ways of Providence, bluſh in Silence, and he wiſe; let 


| = the Proud be humble, and obtain Honour; and let the 
: = Senſual reform, and be happy. 

= The Angel of Death cloſed the Eyes of the Sultan 
. Abradin, my Father, and his Empire deſcended to me 
6 in the eighteenth Year of my Age. At firſt my Mind 


was awed to Humility, and ſoftened with Grief ; I was 
intenſible to the Splendor of Dominion ; I heard the 
Addreſſes of Flattery with Diſguſt, and received the 
Homage of dependent Greatneſs with Indifference. 1 
had always regarded my Father not only with Love 
but Reverence ; and I was now perpetually recollect- 
ing Inſtances of his Tenderneſs, and reviewing the ſo— 
lemn Scene, in which he recommended me to Heaven 
in imperfect Language, and graſped my Hand i in the 
1 © Agonies of Death. 
_ One Evening, after having concealed myſelf all 
Day ir my Chamber, I viſited his Grave: I proſtrated 
| mylelt on his Tomb; Sorrow overflowed my Eyes, 
| X and 
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+ and Devotion kindled in my Boſom. I felt myſelf 
ſuddenly ſmitten on the Shoulder as witha Rod; and 
looking up, I perceived a Man whoſe Eyes were pier- 
cing as Light, and his Beard whiter than Snow.“ I 
am, faid he, the Genius Syndarac, the Friend of thy 
Father Abrad:n, who was the Fear of his Enemies, and 
the Deſire of his People; whoſe Smile diffuſed Glad- 
neſs like the Luſtre of the Morning, and whoſe Frown 
was dreadful] as the Gathering of a "Tempeſt: Refign 
thyſelf to my Influence, and thou ſhalt be like him.” 

I bowed myſelf to the Earth in Token of Gratitude 
and Obedience, and he put a Ring on the middle Fin- 
ger of my Left-hand, in which I perceived a Ruby of 
a deep Colour and uncommon Brightneſs, © I his 
Ring, ſaid he, ſhall mark out to thee the Boundaries 
of Good and Evil; that, without weighing remote 
Conſequences, thou may'ſt know the Nature and Ten- 
dency of every Action. Be attentive therefore to the 
filent Admonition : And when the Circle of Gold ſhall 

| by a ſudden Contraction preſs thy Finger, and the 
Ruby ſhall grow pale, defiſt immediately from what 
thou ſhalt be doing, and mark down that Action in 
thy Memory as a Tranſgreſſion of the Rule of Right: 
Keep my Gift as a Pledge of Happineſs and 7 96-6 
and take it not off for a Moment.” I received the 
King with a- Senſe of Obligation which I-ſtrove-to 

| expreſs, and an Aſtoniſhment that compelled me to 

be blent. The Genius perceived my Confuſion, and 

turning from me with a Smile of Complacency, imme- | 
diately diſappeared. 
During the firſt Moon I was fo cautious and circum- 

0 bect, that the Pleaſure of reflecting that my Ring 

had not once indicated a Fault, was leſſened by a 

Doubt of its Virtue. I applied mylelt to the public 

Buſineſs, My Melancholy decreaſed, as my Mind was 

diverted to other Objects; and, leſt the Youth of my7 | 

Court ſhould think that Recreation was too long ful- | 

pended, I appointed to hunt the Lion, But though 7 
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1 went out to the Sport rather to gratify others than 
myſelf, yet my uſual Ardour returned in the Field; 
I grew warm in the Purſuit, I continued the Chace, 
which was unſucceſsful, too long, and returned fa- 
tioned and diſappointed. | 
AsT entered the Seraglio, I was met by-a little Dog 
that had been my Father's, who expreſſed his Joy at 
diy Return by jumping round me, and endeavouring 
do reach my Hand: But as I was not diſpotcd to 
receive his Careſſes, I ſtruck him in the Frettulneis of 
my Diſpleaſure ſo ſevere a Blow with my Foot, that it 
left him ſcarce Power to crawl away, and hide himſelf 
under a Sofa in the Corner of the Apartment. At this 
Moment I felt the Ring preſs my Finger, and looking 
upon the Ruby, I perceived the Glow of its Colour 
abated. 8 . 5 
I was at fiſt ſtruck with Surprize and Regret ; but 
Surprize and Regret quickly gave Way to Ditdain. 
« Shall not the Sultan Amuratb, ſaid I, to whom a 
thouſand Kings pay Tribute, and in whoſe Hand is the 
Life of Nations, ſhall not Amurath ſtrike a Dog that of- 
fends him, without being reproached for having trant- 
greſſed the Rule of Right?“ My Ring again preſſed 
my Finger, and the Ruby became more pale : Imme- 
diately the Palace ſhook with a Burſt of Thunder, and 
the Genius Szndarac again ſtood before me. 
HAmurath, taid he, thou haſt offended againſt thy 
Brother of the Duſt; a Being who, like thee, has re- 
ceived from the ALMIGHTY a Capacity of Pleaſure 
and Pain; Pleaſure which Caprice is not allowed to 
infpend, and Pain which Juſtice only has a Right to in- 
ict, If thou art juſtified by Power in afflicting in- 
terior Beings, 1 thould be juſtified in afflicting thee ; 
But my Power yet ſpares thee, becauſe it is directed 
. dy the Laws of Sovereign Goodneſs, and becauſe thou 
. may'ſt yet be reclaimed by Admonitien. But yicld 
not to the Impulſe of quick Reſentment, nor indulge 
3 in Cruelty the Frowardneſs of Diſguſt, leſt by the 
Laws of Goodneſs I be compelled to ati thee; for 
A 2 he 
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he that ſcorns Reproof, muſt be reformed by Punith- 
ment, or loſt for ever.” | 
At the Prefence of Syndarac I was troubled, and his 
Words covered me with Confuſion : I fell proſtate at 
his Feet, and heard him pronounce with a milder Ac- 
cent, „Expect not henceforth that I ſhould anſwer 
the Demands of Arrogance, or gratify the Curioſity of 
Speculation : Confide in my Friendſhip, and truſt im- 
plicitly to thy Ring.” 3 3 
As the Chace had produced ſo much Infe'icity, I did 
not repeat it, but invited my Nobles to a Banquet, 
and entertained them with Dancing and Muſic. 1 
had given Leave that all Ceremony ſhould be ſuſpend- 
ed, and that the Company ſhould treat me not as a 


Sovereign but as an Equal, becauſe the Converſation | 


would otherwiſe be incurabered or reſtrained ; and I 
encouraged others to Pleaſantry, by indulging the 
Luxurlancy of my own Imagination. But tho' I at- 
fected to throw off the Trappings of Royalty, I had 
not ſufficient Magnanimity to deſpiſe them. I enjoy- 
ed the voluntary Deference which was paid me, and 
was ſecretly offended at Alileg, my Viſier, who en- 
deavoured to prevail upon the Aſſembly to enjoy the 
J.iber:y that had been given them, and was himſelf an 
Ex:mple of the Conduct that he recommended. I 
ilingled out as the Object of my Rallery, the Man who 
alone deſerved my Approbation: He believed my Con- 
delcenfion to be ſincere, and imagined that he was 
jecuring my Favour, by that Behaviour which had 
incurred my Diſpleaſure; he was, therefore, grieved 
and confounded to perceive that I laboured to render 
him ridiculous and contemptible : I enjoyed his Pain, 
and was elated ar my Succeſs; but my Attention 


was ſuddenly called to my Ring, and I perceived the 


Ruby change Colour. I deſiſted for a Moment; but 
{ome of my Courtiers having diſcovered and ſeconded 
my Intention, I felt my Vanity and my Reſentment 
gratified; I endeavoured to waſh away the Remem- 


brance of my Ring with Wine; my Satire became 


more 
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more bitter, and Alibeg diſcovered yet preater Dit. 


treſs. My Ring again reproached me; but Eſtill per— 
ſevered. T he Viſier was at length rouſed to his De- 
fence ; probably he had diſcovered and deſpiſed my 
Weakneſs : His Replies were fo poignant, that I be- 
came outrageous, and deſcended from Rallery to In- 
vectives: At length, diſguiſing the Anguiſh of his 


Mind with a Smile, „ Amurath, ſaid he, if the Sultan 


ſhould know, that after having invited your Friends to 
Feſtivity and Merriment, you had aſſumed this Au- 
thority, and inſulted thoſe who were not aware that 
you diſdained to be treated with the Familiarity of 


Friendſhip, you would certainly fall under his Dif- 


32> 


pleaſure.” The Severity of this Sarcaſm, which was 


extorted by long Provocations from a Man, warmed. 


with Wine, ſtung me with intolerable Rage ; I ſtaried 


up, and ſpurning him from the Table, was about to 


draw my Poignard; when my Attention was again 
called to my Ring, and I perceived, with tome Degree 
of Regret, that the Ruby had fallen almoſt to a per- 
kect White. 

But, inſtead of being reſolved to be more warchful 
againſt whatever might bring me under this ſilent Re— 


proof, I comforted myſelf, that the Genius would no 


more alarm me with his Preſence. The Irregularit ies 
of my Conduct increaſed almoſt imperceptibly, and the 
Intimations of my Ring became proportionably more 
irequent, though lefs forcible, ti h at laſt they were fo 
familiar, that I ſcarce remarked when they were given 
and when ſuſpended. 

It was ſoon diſcovered that J was pleafed with Ser- 
»ility; Servility therefore was practiſed, and I reward 
ed it forte e with a Penſion, and ſometimes with a 


Place. Thus the Government of my Kingdom was 
:eft to petty Tyrants, who opprefled the People to en- 


rich themſelves. In the mean Time, I filled my Se- 
raoho with Women, among whom I abandoned my- 
{cif to Senſuality, without enjoying the pure Delight 
of that Love which ariſes from Eſtcem. But 1 had 

X 3 | | not 


4 4 —_— _ * F _ Pe 
_ — — —ir̃ꝙè ʒũ——— — em 
— — 2 rr er I — — — * 723 — = OE 


EEK 
—— — — 2 . = . . ' 


— — — — —— . 


4 
* 8 
* 
19 q 
a 
4% 
6 6 
5 
1. 
14 
9 
115 
4 
14 
19 
A 
a 
1 7 
4 : J 
1 
"$40 
21, 
ETA 
323% 
1 
FF 
I 
: C 
\ il 
" TY 
- 
t. 
1 + 
N. 
7 
SY 
2 1 
* = 
Pts 
4 TY 
1 
TY. 
. 
ff 
1% 
2 
A 
442 
: 
: 
BY 
#73 
1 7 
118 
£12 
4 
+1 
+ + YA 
$5 
\ s 
N 
"1% 
_— 
* 
VR 
2 
* 
s 
*. 7 

I 4Y 
x x 3 

rf +4 

i* .%8 
1 > A 

T3... 

"Eh 

, Pi. 
q 7 

. 

Hs Y 

LS 

3 v7.8 

$ 4 4 

5 

16 01 

Ja 

N 
* 

i 2 
: £4 
* 

3 $3 "308 
18 
1 

* «<) 

33 - 
. 
1 

- 7k 

33 55% 

* 
#3 

18 8 
4 \t 
$$ E. 
£ 5 - 

hA 
4 
* 

. 

4 99 

1 

8 . 3 

= 
MH 

3434 
7 
194.5 
is 

"8d „ 

+4 

1 = 4 
SJ 17 
- 4 4 
N 
© > o 8 
8 
+ 4-3 

» 

wal 
© 

1 
A "4 
4 
f I 1 

8 
I. 

q P * 
+780 

4 "27% 
N 39 

4 
KT 

Dd " 
1 
1 
1 2 

1 
1 

- 

„ 
1 
"I 
"BY< 
* : Ss 
1 
14 
_ 
c 
4 

BY 
i LO 
1 
1 
1 
« 7 
4-8 
C . 

1H 
1 $8 
i 
14,3 
123 
13 
30 
= 
+ 
i] N 
4 mn 

1 

bo 
10 x 


"i 
1 bt 
1 
1 

23/8 

þ 

ü 

1 


i 
W 1 
1 


eee — Cs” 8 wt "= 


— —— 


* * — r ako 


ene I... wo 8 


n 
<>, wo. 5 2 


———— 
8 
. 


246 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR: 


not yet ſtained my Hinds with Blood, nor dared to 
ridicule the Laws which I had neglected to fulfil. 

My Reſentment againſt Alibeg, however unjuſt, was 
inflexible, and terminated in the mot perfect Hatred; 
1 degraded him from his Office; but I ſtill kept him 
at Ce ourt, that I might imbitter his Life by perpetual 
Indignities, and practiſe againſt him new Schemes of 
Malevolerce. 

Selima, the Daughter of this Prince, had been in- 
tended by my Father for my Wife; and the Mar- 


riage had hoes delayed only by his Death : But the 


Pleaſure and the Dignity that Alibeg would derive 
f:om this Alliance had now changed with my Purpoſe. 
Yet tuch was the Beauty of Selima, that T gazed with 
Deſire; and ſuch was her Wit, that I liſtened with 


Delight. I therefore reſolved, that I would, if poſ- 


ible, ſeduce Her to voluntary Proſtitution ; and that 
when her Beauty ſhould yield to the Charms of Va- 


riety, I would diſmiſs her with Marks of Diſgrace. 


But in this Attempt I could not ſucceed 3 my Soli- 
citations were rejected, ſometimes with Tears, and 
ſometimes with Reproaches. I became every Day more 


wretched, by ſeeking to bring Calamities upon others; 


I con:dered wy Diſappointment as the Triumph of a 
Slave, whom I wiſhed, but did not dare to deſtroy ; 
and J regarded his Daughter as the Inſtrument of 


my Diſhonour. Thus the Tender neſs, which be- 
fore had ſhaken my Purpoſe, was weakened; my 


Deiire for Beauty became as ſelfiſh and as ſordid an 


Appetite as my Detire for Food; and as I had no 


Hope of obtaining the complete Gratification of my 


Luit and my Revenge, I determined to enjoy Selma 


by F orce, as the only expedient.” to alleviate my Tor- 


ment. 
She reſided 1 by my Command in an Apartment of 


the Seraglio, and I entered her Chamber at Midnight 


by a private Door, of which I had the Key; but with 


ierpreſnble Vexation I found it empty. To be 3 
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diſappointed in my laſt Attempt, at the very Moment 
in which I thought I had infured Succeſs, diſtracted 
me with Rage; and inſtead of returning to my Cham» 
ber, and concealing my Deſign, I called for her Wo- 
men. They ran in pale and trembling: I demanded 
the Lady; they gazed at me aſtonithed and terrified, 
and then looking upon each other, ſtood filent : I re- 
peated my Demand with Fury and Execration, and to 
enforce it, called aloud for the Miniſters of Death : 

They then fell proſtrate at my Feet, and declared with 
one Voice, that they knew not where the was; that 


they had left her when they were diſmitted for the 
Night, fiting on a Sofa penſive and alone; and that 


no Perſon had ſince, to their Knowledge, paſſed in or 
out of her Apartment. = 


12 — 


The STORY of AMURATH continud. 


OF mortal Juſtice if thou ſcorn the Rod, 
Believe and tremble--thou art udg d of God. R. 


N this Account, however incredible, they perſiſted 
without Variation; and having filled the Palace 
with Alarm and Confuſion, I was obliged to retire 
without gaining any Intelligence by what Means I 
had been baffled, or on whom to turn my Reſent- 
ment. I reviewed the Tranſactions of the Night 
with Anguiſh and Regret, and bewildered myſelt a- 
mong the innumerable Poſhbilities that might have 
produced my Diſappointment. I remembered that the 
Windows of Selima's Apartments were open, and I 
imagined that ſhe might that Way have eſcaped into 
the Gardens of the Seraglio. But why ſhould ſhe 
eſcape who had never been confined ? It ſhe had de- 
figned to depart, ſhe might have departed by Day. 
Had ſhe an Afi. nation? And did {hz intend to return, 
without being known to have been abtent ? This Sup- 
polition increaſed my Torment; becauſe, if it was 
| true, 
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true, Selima had granted to my Slave that which fhe 
refuſed to me. But as all theſe Conjectures were un- 
certain, I determined to make her Abſence a Pretence 
to deſtroy her Father. | 

In the Morning I gave Orders that he ſhould be 
ſeized and brought before me; but while I was yet 
ſpeaking, he entered, and proſtrating himſelf, thus an- 


ticipated my Accuſation : : May the Sultan Amurath, 


in whoſe Wrath the Angel of Death goes forth, re- 


joice for ever in the Smiles of Heaven Let the 


wretched Alibeg periſh ; but let my Lord remember 
Selima with Mercy ; let him diſmiſs the Slave in whom 
he ceaſes to delight.” I heard no more, but cried out, 
% Dareſt thou to mock me with a Requeſt, to dif- 
miſs thy Daughter whom thou haſt ſtolen ? Thou, 
whoſe Life, that has been ſo often forfeited, I have 

et ſpared | Reſtore her within an Hour, or affronted 


Mercy ſhall give thee up.” “ Oh! ſaid he, let not 


the mighty Sovereign of the Zaft ſport with the Mi- 
ſery of the Weak. If thou haſt doomed us to Death, 


let us die together.” 


Though I was now convinced that Alibeg believed 
I had contined Selima, and decreed her Death, yer ! 


reſolved to perſiſt in requiring her at his Hands ; 


and therefore diſmiſſed him with a Repetition of my 
Command, to produce her within an Hour, upon Pain 
of Death ' - 

My Ring, which during theſe Series of Exe ents had 


given perpetual Intimation of Guilt, which was al- 


ways ditregarded, now prefied my Finger ſo forcibly, 


that it gave me great Pam, and compelled my Notice, 


1 immediately retired, and gave Way to the Diſcon- 


tent that ſwelled my Boſom. © How wretched a 
Slave is Amurath to an inviſible Tyrant! A Being, 
whoſe Malevolence or Envy has reſtrained me in the 
Exerciſe of my Authority as a Prince, and whoie 
Cunning has contrived perpetually to inſult me, by 
intimating that every Action of my Life is a Crime! 
How long ſhall I groan under this intolerable Op- 

preilion 


« 5 0 wy 
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preſſion ! This accurſed Ring is the Badge and the 
Inſtrument of my Subjection and Dithonour : He 
who gave ir, is now perhaps in ſome remote Region 
of the Air ; perhaps he rolls ſome Planet in its Orbit, 
agitates the Southern Ocean with a "Tempeſt, or 
ſhakes ſome diſtant Region with an Earthquake: But 
wherever he is, he has ſurely a more important Em- 
ploy than to watch my Conduct. Perhaps he has con- 
trived this Taliſman, only to reſtrain me from the En- 
joyment of ſome Good, which he wiſhes to with-hold;. 
I teel that my Deſires are controuled ; and to gratity 
theſe Deſires is to be happy.” As I pronounced theſe 
Words I drew 6ff the Ring, and threw it to the 
Ground with Diſdain and Indignation : Immediately _ 
the Air grew dark; a Cloud burſt in Thunder over 


my Head, and the Eye of Syndarac was upon me. I 
{tood before him motionleſs and filent : Horror thrilled 
in my Veins, and my Hair ſtood upright. I had nei- 
ther Power to deprecate his Anger, nor to confeſs my 
Faults. In his Countenance there was a calm Sever1- 


ty; and I heard him pronounce theſe Words:“ Thou 
haſt now, as far as is in thy own Power, thrown off Hu- 
manity, and degraded thy Being: Thy Form there- 
fore ſhall no longer conceal thy Nature, nor thy Ex- 


ample render thy Vices contagious.” He then touch- 


ed me with his Rod; and while the Sound of his 
Voice yet vibrated in my Ears, I found myſelf in the 


Midſt of a Deſart, not in the Form of a Man, but of a 


Monſter, with the fore Parts of my Body like a Wolf, 
and the hinder Parts like a Goat. I was ſtill con- 
ſcious to every Event of my Life, and my intellectual 


Towers were continued, though my Paſſions were ir- 
ritated to Frenſy. I now rolled in the Sand in an A- 


gony not to be deſcribed; and now haſtily traverſed 


the Defart, impelled only by the vain Deſire of flying 


from myſelf; I now bellowed with Rage, and now 
howled in Deſpair ; this Moment I breathed Execra- 
tion againſt the Genius, and the next reproached my- 
{elf for having forfeited his Friendſhip. ö 
1 
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By this violent Agitation of Mind and Body, the 
Powers of both were ſoon exhauſted : I crawled into 
a Den which I perceived near me, and immediately 
funk down in a State of inſenſibility. I flept ; but 
Sleep, inſtead of prolonging, put an End to this In- 


terval of Quiet. The Genius (till - terrified me with 


his Preſence ; I heard his Sentence repeated, and felt 
again all the Horrors of my Transformation. When 
TI awaked, I was not refreſhed: Calamity, though it 
compelled me to admit Slumber, can yet exclude Reſt. 
But I was now rouſed with Hunger; for Hunger, like 
Sleep, is irreſiſtible. 982 

I went out in Search of Prey; and if'I felt any 
Alleviation of Miſery, beſides the Hope of ſatisfying 


my Appetite, it was in the Thought of reg to 


Pieces whatever I ſhould meet, and inflicting ſome 
Part of the Evil which I endured ; for though I re- 


gretted my Puniſhment, I did not repent of my 


Crimes; and as I imagined Syndarac would now 


neither mitigate nor increaſe my Sufferings, I was not 


reſtrained, either by Hope or Fear, from indulging 
my Diſpoſition to Cruelty and Revenge. But while | 
was thus meditating the Deſtruction of others, I trem- 


bled, leſt by ſome ſtronger Savage I ſhould be deſtroy- 


ed myſelf. | 

In the Midſt of this Variety of Torment, I heard 
the Cry of Dogs, the Trampling of Horſes, and the 
Shouts of the Hunters; and ſuch is the Love of Life, 
however wretched, that my Heart ſunk within me at 
the Sound. To hide myſelf was impoſſible, and I wes 
too much enfeebled either to- fly or refiit. 1 ſtood ſtill 
till they came up. At firſt they gazed on me with 
Wonder, and doubted whether they ſhould advance: 


But at length a Slave threw a Net over me, and I was 


dragged to the City. N 
I now entered the Metropolis of my Empire, amidſt 
the Noiſe and Tumult of the Rabble, who the Day 
before would have hid themſelves at my Erelence: ; 
| ear 
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heard the Sound of Muſic at a Diſtance : The He- 
ralds approached, and Alibeg was proclaimed in m 
Stead. I was now deſerted by the Multitude, whoſe 


Curioſity was diverted by the Pomp.of-the:Proceſlion ; 


and was conducted to the Place where other. Savages 
are kept, which Cuſtom has conſidered as Part of the 
Regalia. | | 


My Keeper was a black Slave, whom -I did not re- 


member ever to have ſeen, and in whom it would 
indeed have been a fatal Preſumption to have ſtood 
before me. After he had given me Food, and the 
Vigour of Nature was - reſtored, he diſcovered. in me 


ſuch Takens of Ferocity, that he ſuffered me to faſt 


many Hours before I was again fed. I was ſo en- 


raged at this Delay, that forgetting my Dependence, 


IL roared horribly when he again approached me: So 
that he found it neceſſary to add Blows to Hunger, 
that he might gain ſuch an Aſcendency over me, as 
was ſuitable to his Office. By this Slave, therefore, I 
was alternately beaten and famiſhed, till the Fierceneſs 
of my Diſpoſition being ſuppreſſed by Fear and Lan- 
guor, a mild Temper inſenſibly ſtole upon me; and 
a Demeanor that was begun by-Conſtraint, was con- 
tinued by Habit. 

I was now treated with leſs Severity, and ſtrove 
to expreſs ſomething like Gratitude, that might en- 
courage my Keeper to yet greater .Kindneſs. His 
Vanity was flattered by my Submiſſion ; and, to ſhew 
as well his Courage as the Succeſs of his . Diſcipline, 
he ventured ſometimes to careſs me in the Preſence 
of thoſe whoſe Curioſity brought them to ſee me. 
A Kind of-Friendſhip thus imperceptibly grew be- 
{Ween us, .and -I felt ſome Degree of the Affection 
that I had feigned. It happened that a Tiger which 
had been lately taken, broke one Day into my Den 
while my Keeper was giving me my Proviſion, and 


leaping upon him, would inſtantly have torn him to 


bieces, if I had not ſeized the Savage by the Throat, 
| | and 
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and dragged him to the Ground : The, Slave pre- 


ſently diſpatched him with his Dagger, and turned 
about to careſs his Deliverer; but ſtarting ſuddenly 
backward, he ſtood motionleſs with Aſtoniſhment, 


perceiving that I was no longer a Monſter, but 4 


Dog. 
1 was my ſelf conſcious of the Change which had 


again paſſed upon me, and leaping out of my Den, 
eſcaped from my Confinement. I his Transforma- 
tion I conſidered as a Reward for my Fidelity, and 


was perhaps never more happy than in the firſt Mo- 
ments of my Eſcape; for I reflected, that as a Dog 


my Liberty was not only reſtored but inſured ; I was 
no longer ſuſpected of Qualities which rendered me 


unfit for Society; I had ſome faint Reſemblance of 


human Virtue which is not found in other Animals, 
and therefore hoped to be more generally careſſed. 
But it was not long before this Joy ſubſided in the 


Remembrance of that Dignity from which I had fallen, 


and from which I was ftill at an immeaſurable Diſ- 
tance. Yet I lifted up my Heart in Gratitude to the 
Power who had once more brought me within the 
Circle of Nature. As a Brute I was more thankful 
for a Mitigation of Puniſhment, than as a King I had 


been for Offers of the higheſt Happineſs and Honour. 


And who, that is not taught by Affliction, can juftly 
eſtimate the Bounties of Heaven ? 
4s ſoon as the firſt Tumult of my Mind was paſt, 
I felt an irreſiſtible Inclination once more to viſit 
the Apartments of my Seraglio. I placed myſelf be- 
hind an Emir, whom I knew to have been the Friend 
of Alibeg, and was permitted to follow him into the 
Preſence. The Perſons and the Place, the Retro- 


ſpection of my Life which they produced, and the 
Compariſon of what I was with what I had been, al- 


moſt overwhelmed me. I went unobſerved into the 
Garden, and lay down under the Shade of an Al- 


mond Tree, that I might indulge thoſe Reflections 
which 


// 
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which though they oppreſſed me with Melancholy, I 
did not with to loſe. 

I had not been long in this Place, before a little 
Dog, which I knew to be the ſame I had ſpurned 
from me when he careſſed me at my Return from 
Hunting, came and fawned at my Feet. My Heart 
now ſmote me, and [| ſaid to myſelf, Dat thou 
know me under this Diſguiſe 7 Is thy Fidelity to thy 
Lord unſhaken ? Cut off as I am from the S 
of Mankind, haſt thou preſerved for me an Affection, 
which I once fo {lightly eſteemed, and requited with 
Evil? This Forgetfulneſs of Injury, and this ſteady 
Friendſhip, are they leſs than human, or are they 
more?“ I was not prevented by theſe Reflections 
from returning thoſe Careſſes that I received; and Ali- 
beg, who juſt entered the Garden, took Notice of. me, 
and ordered that J ſhould not be turned out. 

In the Seraglio, I ſoon learned, that a Body 
which was thought to be mine, was found dend in 
the Chamber ; and that Alibeg had been choſen to 
ſucceed me, by the unanimous Voice of the People. 
But I gained no Intelligence of Selina, whule Apart- 
ment 1 tound in the Poſſeſſion of another, and for 
whom I had ſearched every Part of the Palace. in vain, 
became reſtleſs; every Place was irkſome; a Da- 
fire to wander prevailed; and one Evening I went 
out at the Garden Gate, KAY travelling till Minight, 
I lay down at the Foot of a Sycamore Tree and 
fe 

In the Morning, I beheld with Surprize a W all of 
Narble that ſeemed to reach to Heaven, and Gates 
that were ſculptured with every Emblem of Delight. 
Orer the Gate was inſcribed in Letters of Gold, 
© Within this Wall Liberty 1 is unbounded, and Few 
licity complete: Nature is not opprefied by the Ty- 
ranny of Religion, nor is Pleaſure awed by the Frown 
of Virtue. 'The Gate is obedient to thy With, ho- 
toever thou art: Enter therefore, and be happy.“ 


%. | | When 
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When I read this Inſcription, my Boſom throbbed 
with tumultuous N h pe But my Deſire to en- 
ter was repreſled by the Reflexion that I had loſt the 


Form, in which alone I could gratify the Appetites of 


2 Man. Detire and Curiofity were notwithitanding 
predominant : he Door immediately of inward ; 
I entered, and it cloſed after me. 


— — __————_—— 


— — — — —_ 


The STORY of AMURATH concluded. 


Scavcely an Ill to human Life belongs, 

But what our Foliies cauſe, or mutual Wrongs; - 

Or if ſome Stripes from Providence ave feel, | 5 

He ſtrikes with Pity, , and but wounds to heal. Dops TRL. 


JUT my Fars were now ſtunned with the Diſſo- 
| nance of Riot, and my Eye fickened at the Con- 
tortions of Miſery: Diſeaſe was viſible in every Coun- 
tenance, however otherwiſe imprefled with the Cha- 
racter of Rage, of Drunkenneſs, or of Luſt; Rape and 
Murder, Revelling and Strife, filled every Street and 
every Dwelling. 

As my Retreat was cut off, I went forward with 
Timidity and Circumſpection; for J imagined, that 
T could not otherwiſe eſcape Injury, than by eluding 
the Notice of Wretches, whoſe Propenſity to III was 


reſtrained by no Law; and I perceived too late, that 


to puniſh Vice is to promote Happineſs. 

It was now Evening; and that I might paſs the 
Night in greater Security, J quitted the public Way, 
and perceiving a Houſe that was encircled by a Morte, 
i fwam over to it, and choſe an .obſcure Corner of 
the Area for my Aſylum. I heard from within, the 
'Sound of Dancing and Muſic: But after a ſhort In- 
rerval, was alarmed with the Menaces of Rage, the 
Shrieks of Te Tor, and the Wailings of Diſtreſs. 
The Window oi the Banqueting Room flew open, 
and ſome Veniſon was thrown out which fell juſt at 
my Feet. As I had eaten nothing fince my Departure 
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from the Seraglio, I regarded this as a fortunate Acci- 
dent; and after the Pleaſure of an unexpected Repatt, 
I again lay down in Expectation of the Morning, 
with Hope and Fear: But in a ſhort Time many 
Perſons ruſhed from the Houte with Lights, and feem- 
ed ſolicitous to gather up the Veniſon which had ruth 
thrown out; but not being able to find it, and 
the fame Time perceiving me, they judged I had 2 
voured it. 1 was immediately ſeized and led into 
the Houſe: But as I could not diſcover that I was: 
the Object either of Malignity or Kindnets, I was 
in Doubt what would be the ie of tne Event. It 
was not long before this Doubt was ſolved; for 
1 ſoon learned from the Diſcourſe of thoſe about 
me, that I was ſuſpected to have eaten Poiſon, which 
had been intended for another, and was ſecured, that 
the Effect might either remove or confirm the Su- 
picion. As it was not ſuſpected that the Poiſon would 
Immediately: operate, I was locked up in a Room by 
myſelf, where I reflected upon the Cauſe and Event. 
of my Confinement with-inexpreſlible Anguiſh, Aux- 
ety, and Terror. OM 
In this gloomy Interval, a ſudden Light ſhone 
en me, and l found myfe f once more in the Pre- 
ſence of the Genius; I crawled towards him trems 
bling and confounded, but not utterly without Hope. 
© Yet a few Moments, ſaid he, and the Angel ct 
Death ſhall teach thee, that the Wants of Nature 
cannot be ſupplied with Safety, where the inordi— 
nate n of Vice are not reſtrained. Ihy Hun- 
ger requirec Food; but the Luſt 2nd Revenge of others 
have given thee Poiſon.” My Blood grew chill as he 
ſpake, I ditcovered and abhorrecd my F ally : But while 
| withed to expreſs my Contrition, I fell down IN an 
Agony; my Eyes failed me, I ihivered, was con- 
vulted, and expired. 
Chat Spark of immaterial Fire which no Violence 
can quench, roſe up from the Duſt which had thus 
been reſtored to the Earth, and new animeted the 
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Form of a Dove. On this new State of Exiſtence'I 
entered with inexpreſſible Delight; I imagined that 
my Wings were not only a Pledge of Safety, but of 


the Favour of Synidarac, whom I was now more than 


ever ſolicitous to pleaſe. I flew immediately from 
the Window, and turning towards the Wall through 
which 1 1 entered, I endeavoured to riſe above it, 
that I might quit for ever a Place in which Guilt 
and Wretchedneſs were complicated in every Object, 
and which 1 now deteſted as much as before I had 
cefired. * But over this Region a ſulphureous Vapour 


hovered like a thick Clond, which I had no fooner 


entered than I fell down panting for Breath, and had 
carce Strength to keep my Wings ſuſficiently extend- 


ed to break my Fall. It was now Midnight, and 1 


aliohted near the Mouth of a Cave, in which 1 
thought there appeared ſome faint Glimmerings of 


Licht, Into this Flace I entered without much 


Apprehenſion; as it rather appeared to be the Re- 
treat of Penitence, than the Receſs of Luxury : * 
leſt the Noiſe of my Wings ſhould diſcover me to 3 

hateful or miſchievous Inhabitant of this loca 
Solitude, I entered in Silence and upon my Feet. 
As I went forward, the Cave grew wider; and by 
the Light of a Lamp which was ſuſpended from the 
Roof, I cilcovered a Hermit liſtening to a young 
Jady, who ſeemed to be greatly affected with the 


Events which ſhe was relating. Of the Hermit I 


had no Knowledge; but the Lady I diſcerned to be 
Sima, I was ſtruck with Amazement at this Diſ- 
covery 3 I remembered wi k the deepeſt Contrition 
my Attemr s upon her Virtue, and I now fecretly 
rooiced that the had rendered them ineffectual: I 


watched ber Lips with the utmoſt Impatience of Cu- 


rioſity, and the continued her Narrative. 

„ vas fitting on a Sofa one Evening after T had 
been carefied by Anurcth, and my Imagination 
Kindled as I muſed. Why, ſaid I aloud, ſhould 1 

give up the Del ights of Love with the! 8 of 

To 
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Royalty ? Sinre the Preſumption of my Father has 
prevented my Marriage, why ſhould I not accept 
the Bleflings that are till offered ? Why is Defire 
reſtrained by the Dread et Shame? And why is the 
Pride of Virtue offended by the Softneſs of Nature? 
Immediately a- thick Cloud ſurrounded me; I felt 
myſelf lifted up, and conveyed through the Air with 
incredible Rapidity. I deſcended, the Cloud diſſipa- 
ted, and I Gund myſelf fitting in an Alcove, by the 
Side of a Canal that encircled a ſtately Edifice and a 
ipacious Garden. 1 ſaw many Perſons paſs along; 
but diſcovered in all either ſomething diflolute or 
wretched, ſomething that alarmed my Fears, or ex- 
cited my Pity. I ſuddenly perceived many Men with 
their Swords drawn, contending for a Woman, wh 
was forced almoſt irreſiſtibly by the Crowd, which 
moved directly towards the Place in which I was 
lirting. I was terrified, and looked round me with 
Fagerneſs to ſee where I could retreat for $ Safety. 
A Perſon, richly dreſſed, perceived my Diſtreſs, and 
invited me into the Houſe which the Canal ſurround 
ed. Of this Invitation I haſtily accepted with Gra- 
titude and Joy: But I ſoon remarked ſeveral Inc) 


Jents, which filled me with new Per plexity and Ap 


prehenſion. I was welcomed to a Place, in which 


Infamy and Honour were equally unknown ; where 


every With was indulged without the Violation ot 


any Law, and where the Will was therefore deter- 
mined only by Appetite. I was preſently ſurround- 
ed by Women, whoſe Behaviour covered me with 


Pluthes; and though I rejected the Careſſes of the 


Perſon into whoſe Power I was delivered, vet they 
became jealous of the Diſtinction with which be 
treated me. My Expoſtulations were not heard, and 
my Tears were treated with Merriment : Preparaiions 
were made of Revelling and Jollity; I was in- 
vited to join the Dance, and upon my Refuſal, was 
entertained with Muſic. In this dreadful Siruation, 
I fohed thus to myſelf: How ſevere is that Juſtice 
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which tranſports thoſe who form licentious Wiſhes, 
to a Society in which they are indulged without 
Reſtraint ! Who ſhall deliver me from the Effects 
of my own Folly? Who ſhall defend me againſt the 


| Vices of others? At this Moment I was thus en- 


couraged by the Voice of ſome inviſible Being :—T he 
Friends of Virtue are mighty; reject not their Pro- 
tection, and thou art ſafe. 


Mind, I exulted in this Intimation with an Aſſurance 
of Relief; and when Supper was ſet before me, I ſuf- 


fered the principal Lady to ſerve me with ſome Ve- 


niſon; but the friendly Voice having warned me that 


it was poiſoned, I fell back in my Seat and turned 
pale: The Lady enquired earneſtly what had diſor- 


dered me; but inſtead of making a Reply, I threw 
the Veniſon from the Window, and declared that the 
had intended my Death. The Maſter of the T able, 
who perceived the Lady to whom I ſpoke changed 
Countenance, was at once convinced, that ſhe had in- 
deed attempted to poiſon me, to preſerve that Intereſt 
which, as a Rival, ſhe feared I thould fubvert. He 
roſe up in a Rage, and commanded the Veniſon to be 


produced; a Dog that was fuppoſed to have eaten it 
was brought in : But before the Event could be known, 


the Tumult was become general; and my Rival, after 


having ſuddenly ſtabbed my Patron, plunged the lame 


Poignard in her own Boſom. 

In the Midſt of this Confuſion, I found Means 
to eſcape, and wandered through the City in Search 
of ſome obſcure Recefs, where, if I received not the 
Aſftiſtance which I hoped, Death at laſt might ſe- 
cure my Perſon from Violence, and cloſe mine Eyes 


on thofe >cenes, which, wherever I turned, filled me 


not on'y with Diſguſt, but with Horror. By that 
benevolent Power, who, as a Prefervative from Mi- 
ſery, has placed us in a ſecret and irreſiſtible Diſap- 
probation of Vice, my Fect have been * to 

thee, 


As I renounced the 
preſumptuous With which had once polluted my 


. 
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thee, whoſe Virtue has participated in my Diſtreſs, 
and whoſe Wiſdom may effect my Deliverance.” _ 

[ gazed upon Selima, while I thus learned the Ar- 
dour of that Affection which I had abufed, with Sen- 
timents that can never be conceived but when they 
are felt. I was touched with the moſt bitter Remorſe, 
for having produced one With that could ftain fo 
amiable a Mind; and abhorred myſelf for having 
uſed the Power which I derived from her Tenderneſs, 
to effect her Deſtruction, My Fondneſs was not 
leſs ardent, but it was more chaſte and tender; De- 
fire was not extinguiſhed, but it was almoſt abſorb. 
ed in Eſteem. I felt a Paſſion, to which till now 
J had been a Stranger; and the Moment Love was 
kindled in my Breaſt, I reſumed the proper Form of 
the Nature in which alone it can ſubſiſt, and Selima 
beheld Amurath at her Feet. At my ſudden and un- 
expected Appearance, the Colour faded from her 
Cheeks, the Powers of Life were fuſpended, and the 
ſunk into my Arms. I clatped her to my Breaft, and 
looking towards the Hermit for his Affiſtance, I be- 
held in his Stead the friendly Genius, who had taught 
me Happinefs by Affliction. At the ſame Inſtant, Se- 
lima recovered. ** Ariſe, faid Syndarac, and look 
round.” We looked round; the Darkneſs was ſud- 
denly diſſipated, and we perceived ourfelves in the. 
Road to Golconda, and the Spires of the City ſpark- 
ling before us. © Go, ſaid he, Amurath, henceforth 
the Huſband of Selma, and the Father of thy People! 
I have revealed thy Story to Alibeg in a Vion + 
he expects thy Return, and the Chariots are come 
ont to meet thee. Go, and I will proclaim before 
thee, Amurath the Sultan of the Eaſt, the Judge of 
Nations, the Taught of Heaven; Amurath, whoſe 
Ring is equal to the Ring of Solomon, returns to reign 
with Wiſdom, and diffuſe Felicity.” I now lifted 
up my Eyes, and beheld the Chariots coming for- 
ward. We were received by Alibeg with Sentiments 
which could not be uttered, and by the People we 
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the loudeſt Acclamations :. Syndarac proclaimed our 


Return in Thunder, that was heard through all the 


Nations of my Empire; and has prolonged my Reign 


in Proſperity and Peace. 
For the World I have written, and by the World 


let what I write be remembered: For to none who 


hears of the Ring of Amurath ſhall its influence be 
wanting. Of this, is not thy Heart a Witneſs, thou 


whoſe Eye drinks Inſtruction from my Pen? Haſt thou 


not a Monitor who reproaches thee in Secret, when 
thy Foot deviates from the Path of Virtue ? Neglect 
not the firſt Whiſpers of this Friend to thy Soul; it 


is the Voice of a greater than Syndarac, to refit whole 
Influence 1 is to invite Deſtruction. 


ä 


— 


7 


On the VANI I y of HUMAN . 
Te VIS Io I MIR Z A. 


0h, what is Life, that thoughtle/s Wiſh of all 
A DROP of Honey in a DRAUGHT of Gall. 3 


N the fifth Day of the Moon, which, according 

to the Cuſtom of my Forefathers, ] always 

kept holy, after having waſhed myſelf, and offered up 
my Morning Devotions, I aſcended the high Hills 
ot Bagdad, in order to pats the reſt of the Day in 
Meditation and Prayer. As I was here airing myſelf 


on the Top of the Mountains, I fell into a pr ofound | 


Contemplation on the Vanity of human Life; and 
paſſing from one Thought to another, furely, ſaid J, 
Man is but a Shadow, and Life a Dream. Whülſt! 


was thus muſing, I caſt my Eye towards the Summit 


of a Rock that was not far from me, where I diſco— 
vered one in the Habit of a Shepherd, with a muſical 
Inſtrument in his Hand. As I looked upon him, he 
applied it to his Lips, and began to play upon it.— 
The Sound of it was exceeding ſweet, and wrought 
into a Variety of 'Tunzs that were inexpreſſibly melo- 
dious, 
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dious, and altogether different from any Thing I had 
ever heard. This put me in Mind of thoſe heavenly 
Airs that are played to the departed Souls of good 


Men upon their firſt Arrival in Paradiſe, to wear out 


the Impreſſions of their Agonies, and to qualify them 
for the Pleaſures of that happy Place. My Heart 
melted away in tecret Rapture. . 

I had often been told that the Rock before me was 
the Haunt of a Genius; and that ſeveral had been 
entertained with Muſic who had paſſed by it, but 
never heard that the Muſician had before made him- 
ſelf viſible. When he had raiſed my Thoughts, by 
thoſe tranſporting Airs which he played, to taſte the 
Pleaſures of his Converſation, as J looked upon him 
like one aſtoniſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the 
waving of his Hand directed me to approach the 
Place where he ſat. I drew near with that Reverence 


which is due to a ſuperior Nature; and as my Heart 


was entirely ſubdued by the captivating Strains I had 
heard, I fell down at his Feet, and wept. 'The Ge- 
nius ſmiled upon me with a Look of Compaſſion 
and Affability that familiariſed him to my Imagina- 
tion, and at once diſpelled all the Fears and Appre- 
henſions with which I approached him. He lifted 
me from the Ground, and taking me by the Hand, 
Mirza, faid he, I have heard thee in thy Soliloquies 
follow me. 3 


He then led me to the higheſt Pinnacle of the Rock, 


and placed me on the Top of it: Caſt thine Eye Eaſt- 


ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou ſeeft. I ſee, 
ſaid I, a huge Valley, and a prodigious Tide of Wa- 


ter rolling through it. The Valley that thou ſeeſt, 


laid he, is the Vale of Miſery ; and the Tide of Wa- 
ter that thou ſeeſt is Part of the great Tide of Eter- 


nity. What is the Reaſon, ſaid I, that the Tide I 


ſee riſes out of a thick Miſt at one End, and again 
loſes itſelf in a thick Miſt at the other? What thou 
icelt, ſaid he, is that Portion of Eternity which is 
called Time, meaſi re] out by the Sun, and reach- 
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ing from the Beginning of the World to its Conſum- 
mation. Examine now, ſaid he, this Sea that is 
thus bounded with Darkneſs on both Ends, and tell 


me what thou diſcovereſt in it. I ſee a Bridge, ſaid 


I, ſtanding in the midſt of the Tide. The Bridge 


} thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is human Life; conſider it at- 


| tentively, Upon a more leiſurely Survey of it, I found 


that it confiſted of threeſcore and ten entire Arches, 


1 with ſeveral broken - Arches, which, added to thoſe 
| that were entire, made up the Number about an 


Thouſand Arches ; but that a great Flood iwept away 


tion I now beheld it. But tell me further, faid he; 


| People paſling over it, ſaid I, and a black Cloud 
L hanging on each End of it. As I looked more at- 


tentively, I ſaw ſeveral of the Paſſengers dropping. 
through the Bridge into the great Tide that flowed 


underneath it; and upon further Examination, per- 


concealed in the Bridge, which the Paſſengers no 
the Tide, and immediately diſappeared. Theſe hidden 
Bridge, ſo that Throngs of People no ſooner broke 
through the Cloud, but many of them fell into them. 


They grew thinner towards the Middle, but multi- 


Arches that were entire. 


bers were very ſmall, that continued a Kind of hob- 
bling March on the broken Arches, but fell through 


long a Walk. 


wonderful Structure, and the great Variety of Objects 
which it preſented. My Heart was filled chad a 
| cep 


Hundred. As I was counting the Arches, the Ge- 
nius told me, that this Bridge conſiſted at firſt of a 


the reſt, and left the Bridge in the ruinous Condi- 


what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee Multitudes of 


ceived - there were innumerable Trap-doors that lay 
ſooner trod upon, than they fell through them into 


Pit-falls were ſet very thick at the Entrance of the 


plied and lay clofer together towards the End of the 


T here were indeed ſome e but hate Num- 


one after another, being quite tired and ſpent with lo 


I paſſed ſome Time in the Contemplation of this 


Reg 
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deep Melancholy, to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpect- 


edly in the Midſt of Mirth and Jollity, and catching 
at every Thing that ſtood by them to ſave themſelves. 
Some were looking upwards towards the Heavens in 
a thoughtful Poſture, and in the Midſt of a Specula- 


tion ſtumbled and fell out of Sight. Multitudes 


were very buſy in the Preſpect of Bubbles that glit- 
tered in their Eyes and danced before them; but 
often when they thought themſelves within the Reach 
of them, their Footing failed, and down they ſunk, 
In this Confuſion of Objects I obſerved ſome with 
Scymetars in their Hands, and others with Urinals, 
who ran to and fro upon the Bridge, thruſting ſeveral 
Perſons on 'Frap-doors, which did not ſeem to lie in 
their Way, and which they might have eſcaped, had 
they not thus been forced upon them. | 


The Genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this me- 
lancholy Proſpect, told me 1 had dwelt long enough 


upon it: Take thine Eye off the Bridge, ſaid he, 


and tell me if thou yet ſeeſt any Thing thou doſt not 


comprehend. Upon looking up, what mean, faid I, 


theſe great Flights of Birds that are perpetually ho- 


vering about the Bridge, and ſettling upon it, from 
Time to Time? I fee Vultures, Harpies, Ravens, 
Cormorants, and among many other feathered Crea- 


tures, ſeveral little winged Boys, that perch in great 


Numbers upon the Middle Arches. Theſe, ſaid the 


Genius, are Envy, Avarice, Superſtition, Deſpair, 
Jove, with the like Cares and Paſhons that infeſt 


human Life. p 

I here fetched a deep Sigh : Alas, faid I, Man was 
made in vain! How mis he given away to Miſery and 
Mortality, tortured in Life, and ſwallowed up in 
Death! The Genius being moved with Compaſ- 
tion towards me, bid me quit ſo uncomfortable a Proſ- 
Dect. Look no more, ſaid he, on Man in the firſt 
Stage of his Exiſtence, in his ſetting out for Eternity; 


but caſt thine Eye on that thick Miſt into which 


he Tide bears the feveral Generations of Mortals 
that 
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that fall into it. I directed my Sight as I was order. 
ed, (and whether or no the good Genius ſtrengthened 
it with any ſupernatural Force, or diſſipated Part 
of the Miſt that was before too thick for the Eye to 
penetrate) ſaw the Valley opening at the further 
End, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe Ocean, 
that had a huge Rock of Adamant running through 
the Midit of it, and dividing it into two equal Parts. 
The Clouds till reſted on one Half of it, inſomuch 
that I could diſcover nothing in it; but the other 
appeared to me a vaſt Ocean, planted with innume- 
rable Iflands, that were cevered with Fruits and 
Flowers, and interwoven with a Thouſand little 
ſhining Seas that ran among them, I could ſee Per- 
ſons dreſſed in glorious Habits, with Garlands upon 
their Heads, paſſing among the Trees, lying down 
by the Sides of Fountains, or reſting on Beds of 
Flowers; and could hear a confuſed Harmony of 
ſinging Birds, falling Waters, human Voices, and 
muſical Inſtruments. Gladneſs grew in me upon the 
Diſcovery of ſo delightful a Scene. I wiſhed for the 
Wings of an Eagle that I might fly away to thoſe 
happy Seas : But the Genius told: me there was no 
Paſlage to them, except through the Gates of Death, 
that I ſaw opening every Moment upon the Bridge. 


Ehe lands, ſaid he, that lie ſo freſh and green be- 


fore thee, and with which the whole Face of the 


Ocean appears ſpotted as far as thou canſt fee, are 


more in Number than the Sands of the Sea Shore. 
There are Myriads of Iflands beyond thoſe which 
thou here diſcovereſt, reaching farther than thine we, 
or even thine Imagination can extend itſelf, Thele 
are the Manſions of good Men after Death, who ac- 
cording to the Degrees and Kinds of Virtue in which 
they excelled, are diſtributed among thoſe ſeveral 
Iſtands, which abound with Pleaſures of different 


Kinds and Degrees, ſuitable to the Reliſhes and Per- 
fections of thoſe who are ſettled in them: Every Iſland 


is a Paradiſe accommodated to its reſpective Inhabi- 
tants, 


265 
tants. Are not theſe, O Mirza, Habitations worth 
contending for? Does Life appear miſerable, that 
gives thee Opportunities of earning ſuch a-Reward * 
Is Death to Be feared, that will convey thee to ſo 
happy an Exiſtence ? Think not Man was made in 
vain, who has ſuch an Eternity reſerved for him, 
I gazed with inexprefſible Pleaſure on theſe happy 
Iſlands. At length, ſaid I, ſhew me now, I beleech 
thee, the Secrets that he hid under thoſe dark Clouds 
which cover the Ocean on the other Side of the Rock 
of Adamant. the Genius making me no Anſwer, 
I turned about to addreſs myſelf to him a tecond 
Time, but I found that he had left me; I then turn- 
ed again to the Viſion which I had been ſo long con- 
templating, but inſtead of the rolling Tide, the arched 
Bridge, and the happy lands, I ſaw nothing but the 
long hollow Valley of Bagdad, with Oxen, pr 
and Camels grazing upon the Sides of it. 
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Our Life is nothing but our Death begun; | Is 
As Taprrs waſte the Inſtant they take Tire. Tours. 


15 has been obſerved by many Writers, that no- 

thing makes a more ridiculous Figure in a Man's 
Ne, than the Diſparity we often find in him, ſick 
and well. Thus one ot an unfortunate Conſtitution 
is perpetually exhibiting a miſerable Example of the 
Weakneſs of his Mind, or of his Body, in their 
Turns. I have had frequent Opportunities of late to 
conſider myſelf in theſe different Views, and hope I 
have received ſome Advantage by it. If what Mr 
Waller ſays be true, that 


The Scul's dark Cottage, batter'd and decay d, 
Lets in new Lights ihr me. Chinks that Time þ as made, 


. Then 
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Then ſurely Sickneſs, contributing no leſs than old 
Age to the thaking down this Scaffolding of ihe Body, 
may diſcover the incloſed Structure more plainly. 
Sickneſs is a Sort of early old Age; it teaches us 
a Diffidence in our earthly State, and inſpires us 
with the Thoughts of a future, better than a thou- 
{ard Volumes of Philoſophers and Divines. It gives 
to warning a Concufſion to thoſe Props of our Vanity, 
vur Strength and Youth, that we think of fortifying 
om ſelves within, when there is ſo little Dependence 
on our Outworks. Youth, at the very beſt, is but 
a Betrayer of human Life in a gentler and {ſmoother _ 
Manner than Age: It is like a Stream that nouriſhes 

a Plant upon its Bank, and cauſes it to flouriſh and 
bloſſom to the Sight. but at the ſame Lime is under- 
mining it at the Root in Secret. My Youth has 
dealt more fairly and openly with me; it has afforded 
me ſeveral Proſpects of my Danger, and given me an 
Advantage not very common to young Men, that the 
Attractions of the World have not dazzled me very 
much; and I began when moſt People end, with a 
full Conviction of the Emptineſs of all Sorts of. Am 
bition, and the unſatisfactery Nature of all human 
Pleaſures. 

M hen a ſmall Fit of Sickneſs tells me this icurvy 
Tenement of my Body will fall in a little Time, [ 
am even as unconcerned as was that honeſt. Hiberninn, 
who (being in Bed in a great Storm ſome Years 
ago, and told the Houſe would tumble over his 
Head) made Anſwer, What care I for the Houſe, I am 
only a Ledger. I fancy it is the beſt Time to die 
when one is in the beſt Humour; and ſo exceſſively 
weak as I now am, I may ſay with Conſcience, that 


Jam not at all uneaſy at the Thought that many 


Men, whom I never had any Eſteem for, are likely 
to enjoy this World after me. When I reflect what 
an inconſiderable little Atom every ſingle Man is, 
with reſpect to the whole Creation, methinks it is 
a Shame to be concerned at the Removal of ſo 


tri- 
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trivial an Animal as I am. In the Morning after my 


Exit, the Sun will riſe as bright as ever, the Flowers 
{mell xs {weet, the Plants ſpring as green, the World 
will proceed in its old Courſe, People will laugh as 


heartily, and marry as faſt as they were uſd to da. 


The Memory of Man (as it is elegantly exprefied in the 
Witiom of Solomon) paſſeth away as the Remembranee 
of a Gueſt that tarrieth but one Day. I here are Nea- 
ſons nough, in the fourth Chapter of the fame Pock, 


to make any young Man contented with the Profpeet 


of Death. Vor honourable Age is not that which tut 


eth in Length of 1 ime, or is nieaſured by a ee . 


Years. But Wiſdom is the grey Hair to Men. and = 
unſpbotted Life is old Age. He was taken away ipeedi}v, 
left that JWrekedneſs 2 alter his Under}? LOG, & 
Deceit 1 his Soul. | 


* . 
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RELIGION and SUPERSTITL1ON contraſted. 
A: V 1:8 1 0M. 


Religion auith a graceful Mien, 
A lovely, fmiling, and ſerene, R. 


I Had lately a very remarkable Dream, which made 
ſo (trong an Impreſſion on me, that I remember 
it every Word; and if you are no better employed, 
you may read the Relation of it as follows. 


Methought I was in the Midſt of a very entertain 


ing Set of Company, and extremely delighted in at- 


tending to a lively Converſation: When on a ſud- 


den, I perceived one of the moſt ſhocking Figures 
Imagination can frame, advancing towards me. She 


was dreſſed in Black; has Skin was contracted into 2 


thouſand Wrinkles ber Eyes deep ſunk in her Head ; 
and her Complexion pale and livid as the Counte- 
nance of Death. Her Looks were filled with Ter- 
ror and unrelenting Severity; and her Hands armed 
with Whips and Scorpions. As foon as ſhe came 
near, with a horrid Frown, and a Voice that chilled 
＋. 2 iy 


268 The PLEASING INSTRUCTO K. 


my very Blood, ſhe bade me follow her. I obeyed; 
and ſhe led me through rugged Paths, beſet with 


Briars and Thorns, into a deep ſolitary Valley. 


Wherever ſh3 paſſed, the fading Verdure withered be- 
neath her Steps, her peſtilential Breath infected the 
Air with malignant Vapours, obſcured the Luſtre of 
the Sun, and involved the fair Face of Heaven in uni- 
verſal Gloom. Diſmal Howlings reſounded through 
the Foreſt; from every baletul Tree the Night Raven 


uttered his dreadful Note, and the Profpect was filled 
with Defolation and Horror. In the Midſt of this 
_ tremendous Scene, my execrable Guide addreſſed me 


in the following Manner. 
% Retire with me, O rath, unthinking Mortal! from 
the vain Allurements of a deceitful World, and learn 
that Pleaſure was not defigned the Portion of human 
Life. Man was born to mourn and to be wretched : 


This is the Condition of all below the Stars; and 


whoever endeavours to oppoſe it, acts in Contradie— 


tion to the Will of Heaven. Fly then from the fatal 


Inchantments of Youth and ſocial Del._.it, and here 
confecrate the ſolitary Hours to Lamentation and Woe. 
Milery is the Duty of all ſublunary Beings; and 


every Enjoyment is an Offence to the Deity ; i who | is 


to be worſhipped only by the Mortification of every 
Senſe of Pleaſure, and the everlaſting Exerciſe of * 
and Tears.” 

This melancholy Picture of Life quite ſunk my 
Spirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every Principle of 
Joy within me. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted 
Yew, where the Winds blew cold and diſmal round 

my Head. and dreadful Apprehenſions chilled my 
Heart. Here I reſoived to lie till the Hand of Death, 
which I impatiently invoked, ſhould put an End to 
the Miſeries of a Lite ſo deplorably wretched. In 
this ſad Situation, I eſpied on one Hand of me a deep 


muddy River, whoſe heavy Waves rolled on in flow, 


ſullen Murmurs Here I determined to plunge 
and was juſt upon the Brink, when I found whey 
ſud- 
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ſuddenly drawn back. I turned about, and was 
' ſurpriſed by the Sight of the lovelieſt Object I had 
ever beheld. The moſt engaging Charms of Youth 
and Beauty appeared in all her Form; effulgent Glo- 
ries ſparkled in her Eyes, and their awful! plendors 
were ſoftened by the gentleſt Looks of Compaſſion 
and beace. At her Approach, the frightful Spectre, 
who had before tormented me, vamthed away, aid 
with her all the Horrors ſhe had cauſed. The 
gloomy Clouds brightened into chearful Sunthitie, 
the Groves recovered their Verdure, and the whole 
Region looked gay and blooming as the Garden of 
Eden. I was quite tranſported at this unexpected 
Change, and reviving Pleaſure began to gladden ny 
Thoughts; when, with a Look of inexpreffible Sweet 
neis, my beauteous Deliverer thus uttered her divine 
Inſtructions. 

« My Name 1s Religion. I am the Offipring of 
Truth and Love, and the Parent of Benevelence, Hope, 
and Joy, That Monſter, from whoſe Power I have 
| freed you, is called Superſtition: She is the Child of 
Diſcontent, and her Followers are Fear and Særreab. 
Thus, different as we are, ſhe has often the Inſolence 
to aſſume my Name and Character, and ſeduces un- 
happy Mortals to think us the fame, till ſhe at length 
drives them to the Borders of Deſpair, that dreadful 
Abyſs into which you were juſt going to fink. 
Look round, and ſurvey the various Beauties of 
this Globe, which Heaven has deſtined for the Seat of 
the human Race; and conſider whether a World thus 
exquiſitely framed, could be meant for the Abode Go 
Mitery and Pain. For what End has the 1:vith 
Hand of Providence diffuſed ſuch innumerable Ob- 
jects of Delight, but that all might rejoice in the 
Privilege of Lxiſtence, and be filled with Gratitude 
to the bencficent Author of it? Thus to enjuy the 
Bicftiags he has ſent, is Virtue and Obedience; and 
to reje & them merely as Means of Fleature, is pitt- 
able Ignorance, or abſurd Peivericneſs. Infinite 
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Goodneſs is the Source of created Exiſtence. The 
proper Tendency of every rational Being, from the 
higheſt Order of raptured Seraphs, to the meaneſt 


Rank of Men, is to rife inceflantly from lower 


Degrees of Happineſs to higher. They have each 
Faculties aſſigned them for various Orders of De- 
lights.” | Tet 


«+ What! (cried I) is this the Language of Reli- 


gion? Does the lead her Votaries through flowery 
Faths, and bid them paſs an unlaborious Life ? Where 


are the painful Toils of Virtue, the Mortifications of 
Penitents, and the Self-denying Excrcifes of Saints and 
Heroes?“ | 


«© The true Enjoyments of a reaſonable Being 


(anſwered ſhe, mildly) do not conſiſt in unbounded 
Indulgence, or luxurious Eaſe, in the Tumult of 
Paſſions, the Languor of Indolence, or the Flutter 

of light Amuſements. Vielding to immoral Plea- 
ſurè corrupts the Mind; living to Animal and tri- 
fling ones, debaſe it; both in their Degrees diſqua- 
lify it for its genuine Good, and conſign it over to 
Wretchedneſs. Whoever would be really happy, 
muſt make the diligent and regular Exerciſe of his ſu- 
perior Power his chief Attention ; adoring the Per- 


fections of his Maker, exprefling Good-will to his 


Fellow-creatures, and cultivating inward Rectitude. 


To his lower Faculties he muſt allow ſuch Gratifica- 


tions as will, by refreſhing them, invigorate his nobler 
Purſuits. In the Regions inhabited by angelic Na- 
tures, unmingled Felicity for ever blooms ; Joy flows 
there with a perpetual and abundant Stream, nor 


needs there any Mound to check its Courſe. Beings | 


conſcious of a Frame of Mind originally diſeaſed, as 
all the human Race has Cauſe to be, muſt uſe the Re- 
gimen of a ſtricter Self- government. Whoever has 
been guilty of voluntary Exceſſes, muſt patiently 
ſubmit both to the painful Workings of Na ure, and 
needful Sevcrities of Medicine, in order to his Cure. 
Still he is entitled to a moderate Share of whatever 
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alleviating Accommodations this fair Manſion of his 1 
merciful Parent aftords, conſiſtent with his Reco— 
very. And, in Proportion as his Recovery advances, 
the livelieſt Joy will ſpring from his ſeeret denſe 
of an amended and improved Heart.—— do far from 1 
the Horrors of Deſpair is the Condition even of the il 
Guilty.— Shudder, poor Mortal, at the Thoughts ll 
of the Gulph into which thou waſt juſt now going to 1 
unge. 85 0 
My While the moſt faulty have every Encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent Soul will be ſup- 
ported with ſtill ſweeter Conſolations under all its 
Experience of human Infirmities, ſupported by the 
gladdening Aſſurances, that every ſincere Endeavour 
to outgrow them, ſhall be aſſiſted, accepted, and re- 
warded. To ſuch a one, the loweſt Self. abaſement 
is but a deep-laid Foundation for the moſt elevated 
Hopes; ſince they who faithfully examine and ac- 
knowledge what they are, ſhall be enabled, under 
my Conduct, to become what they deſire. Ihe 
Chriſtian and the Hero are inſeparable; and to the 
Aſpirings of unaſſuming Truſt and filial Confidence, 
are ſet no Bounds. To him who is animated with 
a View of obtaining Approbation from the Sovereign 
of the Univerſe, no Difficulty is inſurmountable. 
Secure in his Purſuit of every needful Aid, his Con- 
flict with the ſevereſt Pains and Trials, is little more 
than the vigorous Exerciſes of a Mind in Health.—— : 
His patient Dependence on that Providence which 
looks through all Eternity, his filent Reſignation, his 
ready Accommodation of his 'Thoughts and Beha- 
viour to its inſcrutable ways, is at once the moſt 
excellent Sort of Self- denial, and Source of the 
molt exalted Franſports. Society 1s the true Schere 
of human Virtue In ſocial, active Lite, Difficulties 
will perpetually be met with; Reftraints of many 
Kinds wil be neceflary;z; and ſtudying to behave 
right in Reipect of theſe, is a Diſcipline of the hu— 
man Heart, uſeful to others, and improving to itſelf. 


Suf- 
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Suffering is no Duty, but where it is neceſſary to avoid 
Guilt, or to do God; nor Pleaſure a Crime, but 
where it ſtrengthens the Influence of bad Inclinations, 


or leſſens the generous Activity of Virtue. The Hap. 


ineſs allotted to Man in his preſent State, is indeed 


| faint and low, compared with his immortal Proſpect 


and noble Capacities : : But yet, whatever Portion of 
it the diſtributing Hand of Heaven offers to each Indi- 
vidual, is a needtul Suppo!:t and Refreſhment, for the 


preſent Moment, fo far as it may not hinder the at- 


taining his final Deſtination. 
cc Return then with me from continual Miſery, to 


moderate Enjoyment, and grateful Alacrity ; return 


from the contracted Views of Solitude, to the proper 


Duties of a relative and dependent Being. Religion 


is not confined to Cells and Cloſets, nor reſtrained to 


ſullen Retirement. Thele are the gloomy Doctrines 
of - Superſtition, by which ſhe endeavours to break thoſe 


Chains of Beuevolence and ſocial Affection, that link 


the Welfare of every Particular with that of the 
Whole. Remember that the greateſt Honour you 


can pay the Author of your Being, is ſuch a cheatful 


Behaviour as diſcovers a Min! ſatisfied with its own 


Diſpenſations.“ 


Here my Preceptreſs pauſed ; and 1 was going to 
expreſs my Acknowledgments for her Diſcourſe, when 
a Ring of Bells from the neighbouring Village, and 
the new-riſen Sun darting his Beams through my 
Windows, awakened me. 


—_— 


— 


2% begin NOTHING, of which you have net well | 


confidered the EN D. 


Think abel“, ere you reſolve. aveigh each Event, 
2%, when too late, in Sorrow you repent. R. 


Certain Cham of Jartary going a Eranrel with 
nis Nobles, was met by a Derviſe, whe. cried 


With a loud Voice, HY hoever will give me a {undred 
Pieces 
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Pieces of Gold, I will give him a Piece of Advice. The 
Cham ordered him the Sum: Upon which the Der- 
vile ſaid, Begin ans | of which thou haſt not well con- 


ſiderell 72 End. 


The Courtiers, upon hearing this plain Sentence, 
ſmiled, and ſaid with A Sneer, © The Dervile is well 
paid for bis Maxim.” But the King was fn well ſa— 


tisfied with the Anſwer, that he ordered it to be writ- 


ten in golden Letters in ſeveral Places of his Palace, 
and engraved on all his Plate. Not long after, the 


King's Surgcon was bribed to kill him with a poiſon- 


ed Lancet at the Time he let him Blood. One Day, 


-when the King's Arm was bound, and the fatal Lancet 
in the Surgeon's Hand, he read on the Baſon, Begin 
Nothing of which thou 50% not awell confider?d the End.— 
He immediately ſtarted, and let the Lancet fall out of 


his Hand. The King obſerved his Confuſion, and en- 


quired the Reaton : The Surgeon fell proſtrate, con- 
tiled the whole Affair, and was pardoned, and the 
Conſpirators died. The Cham, turning to his Cour- 


tiers who heard the Advice with Contempt, told them, 


„That Counſel could not be too much valued, which 


had faved a King's Life.” 


* 
n . —_— 
** _ 4. 


— — 


On the FO L LV of being diſſatisfied with our preſent 


C1RCUMSTANCES. 


Fortune a Goddeſs is to F vols alone, 8 | 
The Wiſe are always Maſters of their own. DRYDEN. 


OR the Benefit of thoſe who are diſſatisſied with 
their preſent Situations, and to illuſtrate the Fol- 


ly and Madneſs of their Ambition, I beg Leave to of- 


fer the Narrative of my own Life. 
I am the Son of a younger Brother of a good Fa- 
mily, who at his Deceaſe left me a little Fortune of 


a Hundred a Year. I was put early to Eaton School, 


where I learned Lgtin and Gr eek, from whence [ went 
to 
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to the Univerſity, where I learned not totally to for- 
get them. I came to my Fortune when I was at Col- 


lege; and having no Inclination to follow any Profeſ- 


fion, I removed myſelf to Town, and lived for ſome 
Time, as moſt young Fellows do, by ſpending four 
Times my Income. But it was my Happineſs, before 
it was too late. to fall in Love with, and to marry, a 

very amiable young Creature, whole Fortune was juſt 
ſufficient to repair the Breach made in my own. With 
this agreeable Companion I retreated to the Country, 
and endeavomed, as well as I was able, to ſquare my 
Withes to my Circumſtances. In this Endeavour [ 


ſucceeded fo well, that excepting a few private Hank- 


erings after a little more than I poſſeſſed, and now and 
then a >igh when a Coach and Six happened to drive 


by me in my Walks, I was a happy Man. 


I can truly aſſure you, Sir, that though our Fa- 
mily Oeconomy was not much to be boaſted of, and 
in Confequence of it we were frequenily driven to 
great Straits and Difficulties, I experienced more 


real Satisfaction in this humble Situation, than I have 


ever done ſince in more enviable Circumſtances. 
We were ſometimes indeed a little in Debt, but when 
Money came in, the: Pleaſure of diſcharging what we 


owed was more than an Equivalent for the Pain it 


put us to; and though the Narrowneſs of our Circum- 
ſtances ſubjected us to many Cares and Anxieties, it 
ſerved to keep the Body in Action as well as the Mind: 


For as our Garden was ſomewhat large, and required 


more Hands to keep it in Order than we could afford 
to hire, we laboured daily in it ourſelves, and drew 
Health from our Neceſſities. 

I had a little Boy who was the Delight of my 
Heart, and who probably might have been ſpoiled by 
Nurting. if the Attention of his Parents had not been 


otherwiſe employed. His Mother was naturally of 


a lickly Conſtitution, but the Affairs of her Family, 
as 


—— 
Rn 
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as they engroſſed all her Thoughts, oave her no Time 
for Complaint. I he ordinary Troubles of Life, which 
to thoſe who have nothing elſe to think of, are almoſt 
inſupportable, were lels terrible to us than to Perſons 
of eaſier Circumſtances ; for it is a certain Truth, how- 
ever your Readers may pleaſe to receive it, that where 


the Mind is divided among many Cares, the Anxiety is 


lighter than when there is only one to contend with. 
Or even in the happieſt Situation, in the Midſt of Eaſe, 
Health, and Affluence, the Mind is generally ingenious 
at tormenting itſelf, loſing the immediate Enjoyment 
of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, by the painful Suggeſtion 


that they are too great for Continuance. 


Theſe are the Reflexions that I have made ſince ; 
for I do not attempt to deny that I fighed frequently 
for an Addition to my Fortune. The Death of a 
diſtant Relation, which happened five Years after 
our Marriage, gave me this Addition, and made me 
for a Time the happieſt Man hving. My Income 


was now increaſed to Six Hundred a Year; and I 
hoped, with a little Oeconomy, to be able ro make 


a Figure with it. But the ill Health of my Wite, 
which in leſs eaſy Circumſtances had not touched me 
ſo nearly, was now conſtantly in my Thoughts, and 


ſoured all my Enjoyment. The Conſciouſneſs too 


of having ſuch an Eſtate to leave my Boy, made 


me ſo anxious to preſerve him, that inſtead of ſuffer- 


ing him to run at Pleaſure when he pleaſed, and to 
grow hardy by Exerciſe, I almoſt deſtroyed him by 


Continement. We now did nothing in our Garden, 


becauſe we were in Circumſtances to have it kept by 
others: But as Air and Exerciſe were neceſſary for 
our Healths, we reſolved to abridge ourſelves in ſome 
unneceſſary Articles, and to ſet up an Equipage.— 


This in Time brought with it a Train of Expences, 


which we had neither Prudence to foreſee, nor Con- 
rage to prevent. For as it enabled us to extend the 


Circuit of our Vitits, it greatly increaſed our Ac- 
Guaintance, 
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quaintance, and ſubjected us to the Neceſſity of 
making continual Entertainments at Home, in Re- 


turn for all thoſe which we were invited to Abroad. 
The Charges that attended this new Manner of living, 


were much too great for the Income we poſſeſſed; in- 


 ſomuch that we found ourſelves in a very ſhort Time 


more neceſſitous than ever. Pride would not ſuffer us 
to lay down our Equipage; and to live in a Manner 
ſuitable to it, was what we could not bear to think of. 
To pay the Debts I had contracted, I was ſoon forced 
to mortgage, and at laſt to tell the beſt Part of my 
Eſtate ; and as it was utterly impoſſible to keep up the 

Parade any longer. we thought it adviſcable to remove 
of a ſudden, to fell our Coach in T own, and to look 


out for a new Situation, at a er Diſtance from our 


Acquaintance. 

But, unfortunately for my Peace, I carried the 
Habit of Expence along with me, and was very 
near being reduced to abſolute Want, when by the 
unexpected Death of an Uncle and his two Sons, 
who died within a few Weeks of each other. I ſuc- 


ceeded to an Eſtate of Seven Thouſand Pounds 2 


Tear. 

And now, Sir, both you and your Headers will call 
me a very happy Man; and ſo indeed I was: I ſet 
about the Regulation of my Family with the moſt 
pleaſing Satisfaction: The Splendor of my Equi- 
pages, the Magnificence of my Plate, the Crowd of 
Servants that attended me, the Elegance of my Houſe 
and Furniture, the Grandeur of my Park and Gar- 
dens, the Luxury of my Table, and the Court that 
was every where paid me, gave me inexpreſſible De- 
light, ſo long as they were Novelties; but no ſooner 
were they become habitual to me, than I loſt all 
Manner of Reliſh for them; and diſcovered in a 
very little Time, that by having nothing to wiſh 
for, I had nothing to enjoy. My Appetite grew pall- 
ed by Satiety, a perpetual Crowd of Vilitors robbed 

me 


panion of our humbleſt Situation. 


The PLEASINGINSTRUcCTORR. 277 


me of all domeſtic Enjoyment, my Servants plagued 


me, and my Steward cheated me. | 

But the Curſe of Greatneſs did not end here. Dai- 
ly Experience convinced me that I was compelled to 
live more for others than for myſelf. My Uncle had 
been a great Party Man, and a zealous Oppoſer of all 


miniſterial Meaſures ;. as his Eſtate was the largeſt of 


any Gentleman in the County, he ſupported an In- 
tereſt in it beyond any of his Competitors. My Fa- 
ther had been greatly obliged by the Court Party, 
which determined me, in Gratitude, to declare my ſelf 
on that Side; but the Difficulties I had to encounter 
were too many and too great for me: Inſomuch that 
J have been baffled and defeated in almoſt every Thing 
I have undertaken. To deſert the Cauſe I have em- 
barked in, would difgrace me; and to go greater 
Lengths in it, will almoſt undo me. I am engaged in 


a perperual State of Warfare with the principal Gen- 


try of the County, and am curled by my Tenants and 
Dependents for c mpelling them at every Election to 
vote (as they are pleaſed to tell me) contrary to their 
Conſciences. | "4 5 
My Wife and I had once pleaſed ourſelves with the 
Thoughts of being uſeful to the Neighbourhood, by 
dealing out our Charity to the Poor and Induſtrious 
but the perpetual Hurry in which we live, renders us 
incapable of looking out for Objects ourſelves; and 
the Agents we entruſt are either pocketing dur Boun- 
ty, or beſtowing it upon the Undeſerving. At Night, 
when we retire to Reſt, we are venting our Complaints 
on the Miſeries of the Day, and praying heartily for 
the Return of that Peace, which was the only Com- 
V. hexe Pain, Sicknels, and abſolute Want are out 
of the Queſtion, no external Chang: of Circumſiances 
can make a Man mor: laſtingly happy than he was 
before. It is to an Ignorance of this 1 ruth, that the 
univerſal Diſſatistaction of Mankind is principally to 
be aſcribed. Care is the Lo. of Life; and hc that 
A a  alpires 
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afpires to Greatneſs in Hopes to get rid of it, is like 
one who throws himſelf into a Furnace to avoid the 
Shivering of an Ague. 

The only Satisfaction I can enjoy in my preſent Si- 


tuation is, that it has not pleaſed Heaven in its Wrath 


to make me a King. 


On GENEROSITY and diſinteręſted HONESTY. 


How far that little Candle darts its Beams; : | | 
RY n a good Deed in this naughty Warld. SHAKESPEAR, 


Certain Cardinal, who for the Multitude 'of Ys 
generous Actions was ſtiled the Patron of the 
Poor, had a conſtant Cuſtom, once or twice a Week, 


of giving public Audience to all indigent People in the 2 
IIall of his Palace, and to relieve every one according 


to their various Neceſlities, or the Motives of his own | 


Bounty. 


One Day a poor Woman, encouraged by the Ki : 


of his Generoſity, came into the Hall of this Cardinal, 


with her only Daughter, a beautiful Maid, about 
tifteen Years of Age. When her Turn came to be 
heard, among the Crowd of Petitioners, the Cardi- 
nal diſcerning the Marks of an extraordinary Mo- 
deſty in her Face and Carriage, as alſo in her Daugh- 
ter's, he encouraged her to tell her Wants freely. 
She bluſhing, and not without Tears, thus addreſſed 
herſelf to him: « My Lord, I owe for the Rent of 
my Houſe Five Crowns, and ſuch is my Misfortune 
that I have no other Means to pay it, fave what would 
break my Heart, ſince my Landlord threatens to force 
me to it; that is, to proſtitute this my only Daugh- 
ter, whom I have hitherto with great Care educated 


in Virtue, and an Abhorrence of that odious Crime. 
What I beg of your Eminence is, that you would 


pleaſe to interpoſe your ſacred Authority, and pro- 
tect us trom the Violence of this cruel Man, till by 
our 
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our honeſt Induſtry we can procure the Money for 
Em. 

The Cardinal, moved with Aümiration of the Wo- 
man's Virtue and innocent Modeſty, bid her be of 
gocu Courage, Then he immediately wrote a Billet, 
and giving it into the Widow's Hands, “ Go, ſaid he, 
to my Steward with this Paper, and he thall deliver 
thee Five Crowns to pay the Rent.” 

The poor Woman overjoyed, and returning the 
Cardinal a thouſand Thanks, went directly to the 
Steward, and gave him the Note; which, when he 
had read, he told her out Fifty Crowns. he, aftomith- 
ed at the Meaning of it, and fearing this was only the 
Stewart's [rick to try her Honelty, refuſed to take. 
above Five, ſaying, “ She aſked the Cardinal for no 
more, and ſhe was ſure it was a Miſtake.“ | 

On the other Hand, the Steward infiſted on bis Maſ- 
ter's Order, not daring to call it in Queition. But all 
the Arguments he could ule were injufficicnt to pre- 
vail on her to take any more than Five Crowns. 
Whereupon, to end the Controverſy, he offered to go 
back with her to the Cardinal, and refer it to him. 
W hen they came before that munificent Prince, and 
he was fully informed of the Buſineſs; “ It is true, 
laid he, I miſtook in writing Fifty Crowns; give me 
the Paper, and I will reCtify it.” I'hereupon he wrote 
again, ſaying thus to the Woman: 80 much Can- 
dour and Virtue deſerve a Recompence; here, I have 
ordered you Five Hundred Crowns; what you can 
ſpare of it, lay it up as a Dowry to give with your 
Daughter in Marriage.” | 
It I miſtake not, this Car dinal was called Farnefe : 
But, whatever his Name was, this was an Action truly 
heroic, and which has but few Parallels. 


Aaz . 
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Tho” all is Innocence within, 5 
*Tis Guilt to wear the Garb of Sin. GAT. 


5 1 following is ſo ſtriking an Inſtance of che 

dreadful Conſequences which often attend Fe- 
male Levity, that we hope our fair Readers will n 
it with more than common Atention. 


F AvIII A, juſt as ſhe had entered her fourteenth 
Year, was left an Orphan to the Care of her Mother, 
in ſuch Circumſtances, as diſappointed all the Hopes 
which her Education had encouraged. Her Father, 
who lived in great Elegance upon the Salary of a Place 
at Court, died ſuddenly without having made any Pro- 
viſion for his Family, except an Annuity of One Hun- 
dred Pounds, which he had purchaſed for his Wife 
with Part of her Marriage Portion; nor was he pot- 
ſeſled of any Property, except the Furniture of a lar 
. Houle in one of the new squares, an Equipage, a 100 
Jewels, and ſome Plate. 

The greater Part of the Furniture and the Equipage 
were fold to piy his Debts; the Jewels, which were 
not of great Value. and ſome uſctul Pieces of the Plate, 
were reſerved; and Flavilla removed with her Mother 

into Lodgings. 
But notwithſtanding' this Change in their Gib 
ſtances, they did not immediately loſe their Rank. 

They were ftill viſited by a numerous and polite 
Acquaintance; and though ſome gratified their Pride 
by aſſuming an Appearance of Pity, and rather in- 
ſulted than all-viated their Diſtreſs by the Whine of 
Condolence, and a minute Compariſon of what they 
had loſt with what they poſſeſſed; yet from others 
they were continually receiving Preſents, which {till 
enabled them to live with a genteel Frugality; they 
were ſtill conſidered as People of Faſhion, and 


treated 
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55 by thoſe of a lower Claſs with diſtant Re- 
ect 
Hv thus continued to move in the Sphere to 
which ſhe had no Claim; ſhe was remarkably tall for 
her Age, and was celebrated not only for her Beauty 
but her Wit: Theſe Qualifications ſhe conſidered, not 
only as ſecuring whatever ſhe enjoyed by the Favour 
of others, but as a Pledge of poſſeſſing them in her 
own Right by an advantageous Marriage. 
There was a faſhionable Levity in her Carriage 
and Diſcourſe, which her Mother, who knew the 
Danger of her Situation, laboured to reſtrain, ſome- 
times with Anger, and ſometimes with Fears, but 
always without Succeſs. Flavilia was ever ready to 
| anſwer, that ſhe neither did or ſaid any Thing of 
which ſhe had Reaſon to be aſhamed ; and therefore 
did not know why ſhe ſhould be reſtrained, except 
in mere Courteſy to Envy, which it was an Honoar 
to provoke; or to Slander, which it was a Dit- 
grace to fear. In Proportion as Flavilla was more 
flattered and careſſed, the Influence of her Mother 
became leſs; and though ſhe always treated her with 
Reſpect from a Point of Good · breeding, yet ſhe ſe- 
cretly deſpiſed her Maxims, and appl: uded her own 
Conduct. 
Huavilla at Eighteen was a celebrated Toaſt; and 
among other gay Viſitants who frequented her Tea- 
Table, was Clodio, a young Baronet, who had juſt 
taken Poſſeſſion of his Title and Eſtate. There were 
many Particutars in Clodios Behaviour, which en- 
couraged Flavilla to hope that ſhe ſhould obtain him 
for a Huſband ; but ſhe ſuffered his Aſſiduities with 
fuch apparent Pleaſure, and his Fanziliarities with fo 
little Reſerve, that he ſoon ventured to diſcloſe his 
Intention, and make her, what he thought, a very 
genteel Propoſal of another Kind: But, r 
were the Artifices with which it was introduced. 
the Terms in which it was made, Flavilla ind 
it with the utmoſt Indignation and Diſdain. Cuche, 
A a 3 o, 
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"who, notwithſtanding his Youth, had long known 
and often practiſed the Arts of Seduction, gave Way 
to the Storm, threw himſelf at her Feet, imputed his 
Offence to the Phrenzy of his Paſſion, flattered her 
Pride by the moſt abject Submiſſion and extravagant 
Praiſe, intreated her Pardon, aggravated his Crime, 
but made no Mention of Atonement by Marriage. 
This Particular, which Flavilla did not fail to remark, 
. ought to have determined her to admit him no more: 
But her Vanity and her Ambition were ftill predomi- 
nant; ſhe ſtill hoped to ſucceed in her Project. Clo- 
diss Offence was city forgiven, his Vifits were per- 
mitted, his Familiarities were again ſuffered, and his 


Hopes revived. He had long entertained an Opinion 


that ſhe loved him, in which, however, it is probable, 
that his own Vanity and her Indiſcretion concurred to 
deceive him; but this Opinion, though it implied the 
ſtrongeſt Obligation to treat her with Generofity and 
Tender neſs, only determined him again to attempt her 
Ruin, as it encouraged him with a Probability of 
Succeſs, Having therefore reſolved to obtain her as 
2 Miſtreſs, or at once to give her up, he thought he 
had little more to do, than to convince her that he had 


taken fuch a Reſolurion, juſtifying it by ſome plauſible 


Sopnürs and give her ſome Time to deliberate upon 


a finil Determination. With this View he went a 


ſhort Journey into the Country; having put a Letter 
into her Hand at parting. in which he acquainted her, 

* That he had often reflected, with inexpreſſible 
«« Regret, upon her Reſentment to his Cundu in 

« a late Inſtance, but that the Delicacy and the Ar- 

« Jour of his Affections were inſuperable Obſtacles to 

„his Marriage: hat where there was no Häberty, 
« there could be no Happineſs: That he fhould be- 

„ come indifferent to the Endearments of Love, 
« when it could no longer be diſtinguiſhed from 

«© the Officiouſneſs of ''nty : That while they were 

i happy in the Poſſeſſion of each other, it would * 

by ab- 
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« abſurd to ſuppoſe they would part; and if this 
« Happineſs ſhould ceaſe, it would not only enſure 
„but aggravate their Miſery to be infeparably united: 
« That this Event was leſs probable, in Proportion as 
te their Cohabitation was voluntary; but that he would 
« make ſuch Proviſion for her upon the Conttngeneys 
« as a Wife would expect upon his Death.” 
Flavilla had too much Underſtanding as well as 
Virtue to deliberate a Moment upon this Propofal. 
She gave immediate Orders that Clodio thould be ad- 
mitted no more. But his Letter was a J emptation to 
gratify her Vanity, which ſhe could not reſiſt; ſhe 
ſhewed it firſt to her Mother, and then to the whole 


A 


Circle of her Female Acquaintance, with all the Ex- 


ultation of a Hero who expoſes a vanquithed Enemy 
at the Wheels of his Chariot in a | riumph ; ſhe con- 
ſidered it as an indiſputable Evidence of her Virtue, as 
a2 Reproof to all who had dared to cenſure the Levity 
of her Conduct, and a Licence to continue it without 
. Apology or Reſtraim 
It happened that Flavilia, ſoon after this Accident, 

was ſeen in one of the Boxes of the Play-houſe by 
Mercator. a young Gentleman who had, juſt returned 
from his firſt Voyage, as Captain of a large Ship in 
the Levant Trade, which had been purchaſed for him 
by his Father, whoſe Fortune enabled him to make a 
genteel Proviſion for five Sons, of whom Mercator 
was the youngeſt and who expected to thare his E- 


ſtate, which was perlonal, in equal Proporiions at Ws 
Death, | 


Mercator was captivated with her Beauty, but dif. 


couraged by the plendour of her Appearance, and 


the Rank of her Company. He was urge, rather by 


Curioſity than Hope, to enquire who The was; and he 


ſoon gained ſuch a Knowledge of her Circumſtances, 


as relieved him from Deſpair. 

As he knew not how to get Admiſſion into her 
Company, and had no Deſign upon her Virtue, he 
wrote 
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wrote, in the firſt Ardour of his Paſſion, to her Mother; 
giving a faithful Account of his Fortune and Depen- 
dence, and entreating that he might be permitted to 


viſit Flavilla as a Candidate for her Affections. The 


old Lady, after having made ſome Enquiries, by which 
the Account that Mercator had given her was con- 
firmed, ſent him an Invitation, and received his firſt 


_ Viſit alone. She told him, that as Flavilla had no 


Fortune, and as a conſiderable Part of his own was 
dependent upon his Father's Will, he ought therefore 
to obtain his Conſent, before any other Step was ta- 


ken. To this Counſel, ſo ſalutary, Mercator was he- 
ſitating what to reply, when Flawilla came in, an Ac- 


cident which he was now only ſolicitous to improve. 
Flavilla was not diſpleaſed either with his Perſon or 


his Addreſs; the Frankneſs and Gaiety of her Diſpo- 


fition ſoon made him forget that he was a Stranger ; a 


Converſation commenced, during which they became 


yet more pleaſed with each other; and having thus 
ſurmounted the Difficulties of a firſt Viſit, he thought 
no more of the old Lady, as he believed her Aulpices 
were not neceilary to his Succeſs. i 


His Viſits were often repeated, and he became every 


Hour more impatient of Delay: A Thought of his 
Fatiizr would now and then indeed intervene ; but be- 
ing determined to gratify his Wiſhes at all Events, he 
concluded, with a Sagacity almoſt univerſal upon theſe 
Occaſions, that of two Evils, to marry without his 
Conſent, was leſs than to marry againſt it; and one 


Evening after the Lovers had ſpent the Afternoon by 
themſelves, thev wen: out in 2 Kind of Frolic, which 


Mercator had propoſed in the Vehemence of his Paſ- 
fion, and to which Flavilla had conſented in the Gid- 
dineſs of her Indiſcretion, and were married at May— 


Fair. | 


In the firſt Interval of Recollection after this pre- 


cipitate Step, Mercator conſidered, that he onglit to 


be the firſt who acquainted his Father of the new 


Alliance 
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Alliance which had been made in his Family : But 


as he had not Fortitude enough io do it in Perſon, ne 


expreſſed it in the beſt Terms he could conceive by a 
Letter; and after ſuch an Apology for his Conduct as 
he had been uſed to make, for himfelf, he requeſted 
that he might be permitted to preſent his Wife for the 
parental Benediction, which alone was wanting to com- 
plete his Felicity. 


The old Genileman, whoſe Character I cannot 


better expreſs than in the faſhionable Phraſe which 
has been contrived to palliate falſe Principles and dit- 
ſolute Manners, had been a gay Man, and was well 
acquainted with the Town. He had often heard 
Flavilla toaſted by Rakes of Quality, and had often 
ſeen her at public Places. Her Beauty and her De- 


pendence, the Gaiety of her Dreſs, anc Multitude of 


her Admirers, the Levity of her Conduct, and all 
the Circumſtances of her ituation, had concurred 


to render her Character ſuſpected; and he was diſ- 


poſed to judge of it with leſs Charity, when the 


had offended him by marrying his Son, whom he 


_ conſidered as diſgraced and impoveriſhed, and whoſe 
Misfortune, as it was irretrievable, he reſolved not 
to alleviate but increaſe; a Refolution by which 
Fathers, who have fooliſh and diſobedient Sons, 
uſually diſplay their own Kindneſs and W ifdom. 
As ſoon as he had read Mercator's Letter, he curſed 
him for a Fool, who had been gulled by the Arti- 
fice of a Strumpet, to ſcreen her from public Infamy, 


by fathering her Children, and ſecuring her from a 


Priſon by appropriating her Debts. In an Anfwer 
to his Letter, which he wrote only to gratify his Re- 
ſentment, he told him, that © if he had taken Ha- 
villa into Keeping, he would have overlooked it; and 
if her Extravagance had diſtreſſed him, he would have 
ſatisfied his Creditors ; but that his Marriage was not 
to be forgiven ; that he ſhould never have another 
Shilling of his Money; and that he was determinetl 
to ſee him no more.” 
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Mercator, who was more provoked by this Outrage 
than grieved at his Loſs, diſdained to reply; and be- 
lieving that he had now moſt Reaſon to be offended, 
could not be perſuaded to ſolicit a Reconciliation. _ 

He hired a genteel Apartment for his Wife of an 
Upholſterer, who, with a View to let Lodgings, had 
taken and furniſhed a large Houſe near Leice/ter Fields, 
and in about two Months left her to make another 
Voyage. 

He had received Viſits of Congratulation from her 
numerous Acquaintance, and had returned them as a 
| Pledge of his Defite that they ſhould be repeated. 
But a Remembrance of the 
while he was at Home. had flattered his Vanity, as 
ſoon as he was abſent alarmed his Suſpicion : He had, 
indeed, no particular Cauſe of Jealouſy ; but his 
| Anxiety aroſe merely from a Senſe of the Temptations 
to which ſhe was expoſed, and the Impoſlibility of His 

ſuperintending her Conduct. 

In the mean Time Flavilla continued to flutter 
round the ſame giddy Circle in which ſhe had ſhone ſo 
long; the Number of her Viſitants were rather in- 
creaſed than diminiſhed, the Gentlemen attended her 
with greater Aſſiduity, and ſhe continued to encourage 
their Civility by the ſame indecent Familiarity ; She 
was one Night at the Maſquerade, and another at the 
Opera; ſometimes at a Rout, and ſometimes rambling 
in a Party of Pleaſure in ſhort Excurſions from Town; 
ſhe came Home fometimes at Midnight, ſometimes in 


the Morning, and ſometimes ſhe was ablent ſeveral 


Nights together. 

This Conduct was the Cauſe of 1155 Speculation 
and Uneaſineſs to the good Man and Woman of the 
Houſe. At firſt they ſuſpected that Flavilla was no 
better than a Woman of Pleaſure ; and that the Perſon 
who had hired the Lodgings for her as his Wife, and 
had diſappeared upon Pretence of a Voyage to Sea, 
had been employed | to impoſe upon them, by. con- 


ceal; ng 


gay Multitude, which 
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cealing her Character, in order to obtain ſuch Accom- 
modations for her as the could not ſo eaſily have pro- 
cured had it been known: But as theſe Suſpicions 
made them watchful and inquiſitive, they ſoon diſ- 

covered, that many Ladies by whom ſhe was viſited, 


were of good Character and Faſhion. Her Conduct, 5 
however, ſuppoſing her to be a Wife, was ſtill inex- 


cuſable, and till endangered her Credit and *ubſiſts 


ence : Hints were often dropped by the Seighbours to 
the Diſadvantage of her Character; and an elderly | 


Maiden Lady, who lodged in the ſecond Floor, had 
given Warning ; the Family was diſturbed at all Hours 


in the Night, and the Door was crowded all! 09 with 


Meſſengers and V ifitants to Flavi/la. 


'One Day, therefore, the good Woman took an Op- 
portunity to remonſtrate, though in the moſt dittant 
and reſpectful Terms, and with the utmoſt Diffidence 
and Caution. She told Flavilla, That ſhe was a 


„ fine young Lady; that her Huſband was abroad; 


(0 
cc 
> 


the world was cenſorious: She wiſhed that leſs 
Occaſion for Scandal was given; and hoped to be 
excuſed the Liberty ſhe had taken, as ſhe might be 
ruined by thoſe Slanders which could have no In- 


fluence upon the Great, and which, therefore, they 
were not ſolicitous to avoid.“ 


* 


* 
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This Addreſs, however ambiguous, and however 


gentle, was eaſily underſtood, and fiercely reſented. 
Flavillas, proud of her Virtue, and impatient of Con- 
troul, would have diſpiſed the Counſel of a Philoſo- 
pher, if he had implied an Impeachment of her Con- 
duct: Before a Perſon ſo much her Inferior, therefore, 
ſhe was under no Reſtraint ; ſhe anſwered with a Mix- 
ture of Contempt and Indignation, ** That thoſe only 
* who did not know her, would dare to take any 
my «© Liberty with her Character ; and warned her to 
* propagate no ſcandalous Report, at her Peril.” 


Foal immediately roſe from her Seat, and the Wo- 


man 


n 


that ſhe kept a great Deal of Company; and that 
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man departed without Reply, though ſhe was ſcarce 
leſs offended than her Lodger; and from that Mo- 


ment ſhe determined when Mercator returned to give 
him Warning. 

Mercator's Voyage was proſperous, and after an 
Abſence of about ten Months, he came back. The 
Woman, to whom her Huſband left the whole Ma- 
nagement of the Lodgings, and who perſiſted in her 
Purpoſe, ſoon found an Opportunity to put it in Exe- 


cution. Mercator, as his Part of the Contract had 


been punctually fulfilled, thought he had ſome Cauſe 
to be offended. and inſiſted to know her Reaſons for 
compelling him to leave her Houſe. Theſe his Hoſ- 
teſs, who was indeed a very friendly Woman, was 
very unwilling to give; and as he perceived that ſhe 
evaded his neſtion: he became more ſol :itous to ob- 
_ tain an Anſwer. After much Heſitation, which per- 
haps had a worſe Effect than any ale which Malice 
could have invented, ſhe told him, that Madam 
ce kept a great Deal of Company, and had often ſtaid 
« out very late; that ſhe had always been uſed to 
© Quiet and Regularity ; and was determined to let 
ce her Apartments to ſome Perſon in a more private 
« Station.“ 
At this Account Mercator changed Countenance, 
for he inferred from it juſt as much more than Truth 
as. he believed it to be leſs. After ſome Moments of 


| Suſpence, he conjured her to conceal nothing from 


him, with an Emotion which convinced her ſhe had 


already ſaid too much. She then aſſured him, 


That he had no Reaſon to be alarmed ; tor that ſhe 
% had no Exception to his Lady, but thoſe Gaieties 
„ which her Station and the Faſhion ſufficiently au- 


© thorifed ” Mercalor's Suſpicions, however, were 


not wholly removed; and he began to think he 
had found a Confidante whom it would be his In- 
tereſt to truſt: Ile therefore, in the Folly of his 


Jealouſy, confeſſed, that He had ſome Doubts. 


concerning his Wite, which it was of the utmoſt 
% Im- 
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© Importance to his Honour, and his Peace to re- 


folve : He intreated her that he might continue in 
the Apartment another Lear; that as he ſhould 
again leave the Kingdom in a ſhort Time, ſhe 
would ſuffer no Incident, which might confirm ei- 
ther his Hopes or his Fears, to eſcape her Notice in 
his Abſence; and that at his Return, ſhe would give 
© him ſuch an Account as would at leaſt deliver him 
from the Torment of Suſpence, and determine his 
future Conduct.” LO = 
Mercator, however, concealed his Suſpicions from 
his Wife; and, indeed, in her Preſence they were 
forgotten. Her Manner of Life he began ſeriouſly 


to diſapprove; but being well acquainted with her 


| Temper, in which great Sweetneſs was blended with 
a high Spirit, he would not embitter the Pleaſure of 


a ſhort Stay by Altercation, Chiding, and Tears: But 


when her Mind was melted into Tenderneſs at his De- 
parture, he claſped her in an Extaſy of Fondneſs to 
his Boſom, and entreated her to behave with Referve 
and Circumſpection: “ Becauſe, faid he, I know that 
% my Father keeps a watchful Eye upon your Con- 
duct, which may, therefore, confirm or remove his 
Diſpleaſure, and either intercept or beſtow ſuch an 


ce 
cc 
40 
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“ and in a ſhort Time unite us to part no more.” 


To this Caution ſhe had then no Power to reply; and 


they parted with mutual Proteſtations of unalterable 
Love, 
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The Story of FLAVILLA concluded. 


XLAVILLA, ſoon after ſhe was thus left in 2 
Kind of Widowhood a ſecond Time, found 
herſelf with Child; and within ſomewhat leis than 
eight Months after Mercator's Return from his nrit 
Voyage, ſhe happened to ſtumble as ſhe was going 

B b up 


Increaſe in our Fortune as will prevent the Pangs of 
deparation, which muſt otherwiſe, ſo often return, 
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up, Stairs, and being immediately taken ill, ſhe was 


brought to Bed before the next Morning. ' he Child, 
though its Birth had been precipitated more than a 
Month, was not remarkably ſmall, nor had any Infir- 
mity which endangered its Life. 

It was now necefſi ary that the Vigils of Whiſt and 


the Tumults of Balls and Viſits ſhould, for a While, 


be ſuſpended ; and in this Interval of Languor and 
Retirement, #/avi/la firſt became thoughtful. She of— 


ten refle&ed upon Mercator's Caution when they laſt. 


parted, which had made an indelible Impreſſion upon 
her Mind, though it had produced no Alteration in 


her Conduct: Notwithſtanding the Manner in which 
it was expreſſed, and the Reaſon upon which it was 


founded, ſhe began to fear that it might have been ſe- 
cretly prompted by Jealouſy.— The Birth, therefore, 
of her firſt Child in his Abſence, at a Time when, 


if it had not been premature, it could not poffibly have 


zen his, was an Accident which greatly alarmed her: 
But there was yet another, for which it was {till leſs 
in her Power to account, and which, therefore, alarm- 
ed her ſill more. 

It happened that ſome Civilities which ſhe received 
from a Lady who ſat next her at an Opera, and 
whom ſhe had never ſeen before, introduced a Con- 
verſation which ſo greatly delighted her, that ſhe 


gave her a preſſing Invitation to viſit her: This Invi- 


tation was accepted, and in a few Days the Viſit was 
paid. Flavilla was not lefs pleaſed at the ſecond In- 


terview, than ſhe had been at the firſt ; and without 


making any other Enquiry concerning the Lady, than 
where the lived, took the firſt Opportunity to wait 
upon her. The Apartment in which ſhe was received 
was the Ground Floor of an elegant Houſe, at a ſmall 


Diſtance from St Fames's. It happened that Flavilla 


was placed near the Window; and a Party of the 
Horſe-Guards riding through the Streets, ſhe ex- 
pected io ſee ſome of the Royal Family, and haſtily 
threw up the Saſh. A Gentleman who was paſling 
by 
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by at the fame Inſtant, turned about at the Noiſe of 
the Window, and Flavilla no ſooner ſaw his Face, 
than ſhe knew him to be the Father of Mercator. 
After looking firſt ſtedfaſtly at her, and then glancing 
his Eye at the Lady whom ſhe was viſiting. he affected 
a contemptuous Sneer, and went on. LHlavilla, who 
had been thrown into ſome Confuſion, by the ſudden 
and ae pant Sight of a Perſon whom ſhe knew 
conſidered her as the Diſgrace of his Family, and the 
Ruin of his Chill, now changed Counrenance, and 


haſtily retired to another Fart of the Room: She was 


touched both with Grief and Anger at this filent In- 
ſalt, of which, however, the did not then {uſpect the 
Cauſe. It is, indeed, probable, that the Father of 


| Mercator would no where have looked upon her with 
 Complacency ; but as ſoon as he faw her Companion, 


he reclected that ſhe was the favourite Miſtreſs cf an 
old Courtier, and that this was the Ho fe in which he 
kept her in great Splendor, though ſhe bad been by 


Turns a Proſtitute to many others. It happened that 


Flavilla, foon after this Accident, diſcovered the Cha- 
racter of her new Acquaintance; and never remem- 
bered by whom ſhe had been ſeen in her Company, 
without the utmoſt Regret and Apprehenfion. 

She now relolved to move in a leſs Circle, and 
with more Circumſpection In the mean Pime her 
littte Boy, whom ſhe ſuckled, grew very faſt; and 
it could no longer be known by his Appearance, that 
he had been born too ſoon. His Mother fr equently 
gazed on him till her Eyes overflowed with Tears 7 
and though her Pleaſures were now become domeſtic, 
yet the feared leſt that which had produced, ſhould 
deſtroy them. After much Deliberation, the deter- 
mined that ſhe would conceal the Child's Age from 
its Father, believing it prudent to prevent a Suf- 
picion, which, however ill-founded, it might be 
difficult to remove, as her Juſtification would depend 
wholly upon the Teſtimony of her Dependents; and 
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her Mother's and her own would neceſſarily become 
doubtful, when every one would have Reaſon to con- 
_ 8}ude, that it would ſtill have been the fame [uppoling 
the contrary to have been true. 

Such was the State of Flavilla's Mind, and her 
little Boy was fix months old, when Mercator re- 
turned. She received him with Joy indeed, but it 
was mixed with a vitible Confuſion ; their Meeting 
was more tender, but on her Part it was leſs chearful; 
ſhe ſmiled with inexprefſible Complacency, but at the 
lame iime the Tears guſhed from her Eyes, and ſhe 
was feized with an univerſal Tremor. Mercator 
caught the Infection ; and careſſed firſt his Flavillay 
and then his Boy, with an Exceſs of Fondneſs and 
Delight that before he had never experienced. The 
Sight cf the Child made him more than ever wiſh a 
Reconciliation with his Father; and having heard at 
his firſt Landing, that he was dangerouſly ill, he de- 
termined to go immedlately, and attempt to ſee him, 
promiling that he would return to Supper. He had 
in the Midſt of his Carefles, more than once enquired 
the Age of his Son, but the Queſtion had been always 
evacdled; of which, however, he took no No c nor 
did it produce any Suſpicion. 

He was now haſtening to enquire after his Father ; 
but as he paſſed through the Hall, he was officioufly 
laid hald of by the Landlady. He was not much diſ- 
poſed to enquire how the had fulfilled his Charge; but 
perceiving by her Looks that ſhe had ſomething to 
communicate, which was at leaſt in her own Opt- 
nion of Importance, he fuffered her to take him into 

er Parlour. She immediately ſhut the Door, and 
Teainded him, that ſhe had undertaken an Office with 
E iuttance which he had preſſed upon her; and 
that ſlie had done nothing in it to which he had not 
bound her by a Promiſe that ſhe was excceding ſorry 
to communicate her Ditcoverics; but that he was a 
worthy Gentleman, and, indeed, ought to know 
them. She then told him, “ That the Child was 
“ porn 
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& born within leſs than eight Months after his laſt Re- 
© turn from Abroad; that it was ſaid to have come 
& before its Time, but that having preſſed to ſee it, 
« ſhe was refuſed.” This, indeed, was true, and 
confirmed the good Woman in her Suſpicion ; for 
Flavilla, who had ſtill reſented the Freedom which 
ſhe had taken in her Remonſtrance, had kept her at 
a great Diſtance z and the Servants, to gratify their 
Mi ſtreſs, treated her with the utmoſt Infolence and 
Contempt. 

At this Relation Mercator turned pale. He now 
recollected that his Queſtion concerning the Child's 
Birth had been evaded; and concluded, that he had 
been ſhedding Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy over a 


Strumpet and a Baſtard, who had robbed him of his 


Patrimony, bis Honour, and his Peace. He ſtarted 
up with the furious Wildneſs of ſudden Frenſy; but 
the with great Difficulty prevailed upon him not to 


leave the Room. He ſar down, and remained ſome 


Time motionleſs; with his Eyes fixed on the Ground, 


and his Hands locked in each other. In Proportion as 


he believed his Wife to be guilty, his Tenderneſs for 
his Father revived; and he relolved, with yet greater 
Zeal, to proſecute his Purpole of immediately attempt- 


ing a Reconciliation. 
Jn this State of Confuſion and Diſtreſs, he went 


to the Houle, where he learned that bis Father had 


died early in the Morning, and that his Relations 


were then aſſembled to read his Will. Fuluius., a 


Brother of Mercator's Mother, with whom he had 
always been a Favourite, happening to paſs from one 
Room to another, heard his Voice: He accoſted 
him with great Ardour and Friendſhip ; and foothing 
him with Expreflions of Condolence an Affection, 


inſiſted to introduce him to the Company. Mercator 


tacitly conſented: He was received at leaſt with Civi— 
lity by his Brothers, and fitting down among them, 
the Will was read. He ny to liſten hke the 
reſt; but was, indeed, muſing over the Story which 
B b 3 he 
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he had juſt heard, and loſt in the Speculations of his 
own Wreichedneſs. He awaked as from a Dream, 
when the Voice of the Perſon who had been reading 
was ſuſpended : and finding that he could no longer 
contain himſelf, he ſtarted up, and would have left 
the Company. 
Of the Will which had been read before him, he 
knew nothing : But his Uncle believing that he-was 
moved with Grief and Reſentment at the Manner in 
which he had been mentioned in it, and the Bequeſt 
only of a Shilling, took him into another Room; and, 
to apologize for his Father's Unkindneſs, told bim, 
„% That the Reſentment which he expreſſed at his 
« Marriage, was every Day increaſed by the Conduct 
« of his Wife, whoſe Character was now become no- 
cc 
cc 
Cc 


threw Mercator into another Agony; from which he 


was, however, at length recovered by his Uncle, who, 
as the only Expedicnt by which he could retrieve his 
Misfortune, and foothe his Diſtreſs, propoſed that hs 


ſhould no more return to his Lodgings, but go Home 
with him; that he would himſelf take ſuch Meaſues 
with his Wife, as would ſcarce fail of inducing her to 
accept a ſeparate Maintenance, aſſume another Name, 
and trouble him no more. Mercator, in the Bitterneſs 
of his Affliction, conſented to his ”ropolal, and they 
went away together, 
Mercator, in the mean Time, was expected by Fla- 
villa with the moſt tender Impatience. She had put 
her little Boy to Bed, and decorated a ſmall] Room in 
which they had been uſed to ſup by themſcives, and 
which {he had ſhut up in his Abſence ; the count— 
ed the Moments as they pale, and liſtened to 
every Carriage and every tep that ſhe heard. 
Supper was now ready: Her Impaticnce was in- 
_ erealed 3 Terror was at Length mingled with Re- 


gret, 


toriouſly infamous; for that ſhe had been ſeen at 
the Lodgings of a known Proſtitute, with whom 
* ſhe appeared to be well acquainted.” This Account 
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gret, and her fondneſs was only buſied to afflict her; 
jhe withed, ſhe feared. the accuſed, the apologiſed, 


and ſhe wept. In the Height of theſe eager Expecta- 
tions and this tender Diſtreſs, ſhe receivell a Billet 


which Ade cator had been perſuaded by his Uncle to 
write, in which he upbraided her in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms with abuſing his Confidence, and diſhonouring 
his Bed: „ Of this, he ſaid, he had now obtained ſuf- 
„ ficient Proof to do Juſtice to himſelt, and that he 
© was determined to fee her no more.” 

To thoſe whoſe Hearts have not already ac- 
quainted them with the Agony which ſeized Flavilla 
upon the dight of the Billet, all Attemots to deſcribe 
it would not only be ineffectual but abſurd. Having 
paſied the Night without Sleep, and the next Day 
without Food, diſappointed in every Attempt to 
diſcover what was become of Mercator, and doubt- 
ing if, ſhe could have found him, whether it would 


be poffible to convince him ot her Innocence; the 


violent Agitation of her Mind produced a flow Fever, 
which, before the confidered it as a Diteafe, the com- 
municated to the Child while the cheriſhed it at her 
Boſom, and wept over it as an Orphan whole Life the 
was ſuſtaining with her own. 

After Mercator had been abſent 0 ten Days, 
his Uncle, having perſuaded him to accompany ſome 


Friends to a Country Sç at at the Diſtance of near 


ſixty Miles, went to his Lodgings in order to dif- 
charge the Rent, and try what Terms he could 
maze with Flaviila, whom he hoped to mtimidate 
with Thieats of a Proſecution and Divorce; but 


when he came, he found that Flavilia was ſinking 


very faſt under her Diſeaſe, and that the Child was 
dead already. The Woman cf the Houle, into 
whoſe Hans the had juſt put her repeating Watca 
and ſome other Ornaments, as a Security for her 
Rent, was fo onched with her Dittrels, and to firm- 


ly perſuaded ot her Innocence by the Manner in 


which {hc had addreſſed her, and the calm Solemnity 


. 
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with which ſhe abſolved thoſe by whom ſhe had been 
traduced, that as ſoon as ſhe had diſcovered Fulvius's 
Buſineſs, ſhe threw herſelf on her Knees, and in- 


treated, that if he knew where Mercator was to be 
found, he would urge him to return, that, if pclible, 


the Life of Flavilla might be preſerved, and the 


Happineſs of both be reſtored by her Juſtification, 


Fulvius, who ſtill ſuſpected Appearances, or at leaſt 
was in Doubt of the Cauſe that had produced them, 
would not diſcover his Nephew; but after much En- 
treaty and Expoſtulation, at laſt engaged upon his 


Honour for the Conveyance of a Letter. The Wo- 


man, as ſoon as ſhe obtained his Promiſe, ran u 
and communicated it to Flaviila, who, when the had 
recovered from the Surprize and Tumult which it 


occaſioned, was ſupported in her Bed, and in about 


Half an Hour, after many Efforts, and many Inter- 
vals, wrote a ſhort Billet, which was ſealed, and put 
into the Hands of Fulvius. 

Fulvius immediately incloſed and diſpatched it 


the Poſt, reſolving that in a Queſtion ſo doubtful and 


of ſuch Importance, he would no farther interpoſe, 
Mercator, who the Moment he caſt his Eye upon the 
Letter, knew both the Hand and Seal, after pauling a 
few Moments in Suſpence, at length tore it open, and 
read theie Words. 

Such has been my Folly, that, perhaps, I ſhould 
© not be acquitted of Guilt in any Circumitances, 


&« but thoſe in which I write. I do not, therefore, 
& but for your Sake, wiſh them otherwiſe than they 


are. The dear Infant, whoſe Birth has undone me, 
% now hes dead at my Side; a Victim to my Indiſcre- 
« tion and vour Reſentment. I am ſcarce able to 


« guide my Pen. But I muſt car. eſtly entreat to ſee 


“% you, that you at leaſt may have the Satisfaction to 
„% hear me atteſt my Innocence with the laſt Sigh, 
« and ſeal our Reconcilution on my Lips, while they 
ce are yet icnfible of the Impreſficn,” 


Mercator, whom an Larthquake would leis have 


ate 
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affected than this Letter, felt all his 'Tenderneſs re- 
vive in a Moment, and reflected with unalterable An- 
guiſh upon the Raſhnets of his Reſentment. At the 
Thought of his Diſtance from London, he ſtarted as if 
he had felt a Dagger in his Heart: He lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, with a Look that expreſſed at once 
an Accuſation of himſelf and a Petition for her; and 
then ruſhing out of the Houle, without taking Leave 
of any, or ordering a Servant to attend him, he took 


Poſt-horſes at a neighbouring Inn, and in leſs than 


fix Hours was in Leicefer-Frelds. But notwithſtand- 
ing his Speed, he arrived too late; Flavilia had ſuffer- 
ed the laſt Agony, and her Eyes could behold him no 
more. Grief and Diſappointment, Remorſe and De- 
ſpair now totally ſubverted his Reaſon. It became ne- 
ceſſary to remove him by Force from the Body; and 


after a Confinement of two Years in a Madhouſe, he 


died. 5 | 
May every Lady on whoſe Memory Compaſſion 
ſhall record theſe Events, tremble to aſſume the Levi- 
ty of Flauilla; for, perhaps, it is not in the Power of 


any Man in Mercator's Circumſtances to be leſs jealous | 


than Mercator. 8 


6 8 


—— — —— — 


MI RTE and FALS HOOD inconſiſtent. 


Who, for the psor Renoaun of being ſinart, 
Would flick a Dagger to his Brother's Heart ? 


URING the laſt War, a ſea faring Man courted 


a young Woman at Lime-houſe, whom he got 


YOUNG. 


with Child; toon after which he went to Sea and left 


her: He faved ſome Money in the Weſt- Indies, where 
he ſtayed about two Years, but could not be eaſy in 
his Mind on Acconnt of ruining the young Woman. 


He left the Ship and ſome Wages that were due to 


him, and came Home, with a Deſign to marry her: 
Going into a Public-houſe at Lime-houſe, which he had 
formerly frequented, and enquiring after the young 

| Wo- 
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Woman, the Landlord ſaid ſhe was alive and well, 
and had a charming Boy; but (by Way of Hum, as 
*tis called) told him too, that the was married Im- 
mediately on this, the poor Seaman left the Houſe, 


rambling about he knew nor cared not whither, and 


was picked up by a Preis-gang, and ſent aboard. a 
Tender, where he hanged himſelf the very firſt Night, 
— The News of this affected the young Woman ſo 
much, that ſhe died ſoon after, and the poor Child 
was left on the Parith ; nor did the Landlord, who was 
in Reality a good-natured Man, ever enjoy a Moment's 
Peace of Mind during the few Years he lived. 


— SET | ; 


_ — — — — 20 — — —— 


On DISINGENU II I. 


With ſoothing Wiles he avon my eaſy Heart; : 
He figh'd and vow'd—but ah, he feign'd the Smart; 
Sure of all Fiends, the blackeft aue can find, | 
Are thoſe Iugrates who flab our Peace of Mind. R. 


F Penitence can lay Claim to Pardon, and to con- 
1 feſs our Crimes is any Kind of Atonement for 
them, the following true Narrative may plead in my 


Behalf to an injured Woman, reconcile me to my-. 


ſelf, andreſtore that Tranquillity of Mind, which I have 
ſo lately forfeited hy my own Folly and Indiſcretion. 
You muſt know that I am the Son of an honeſt 


Tradeſman, was by him brought up at a public School, 


and from thence went to the Univerſity. Soon after 
my Arrival there, a Gentleman came down with his 
Family to enter his Son, who had been my School- 
fellow at one of the Colleges: They ſent for me, 
and defired I would ſhew them the Univerſity ; a 
Requeſt which I readily complied with, as it grati- 
fied my Vanity of being ſeen with his Daughter, a 
young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune; Advantages 


which often ſupply the Want of every other real 
Good, but ſerved, in her, only to adorn the ſuperior 
Qualities of the Mind, and ſet od the Charms of SIE. 
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I ſtrove to make their Time as agreeable as poſſible, 
by that Aſſiduity, which never fails to pleaſe, and 
all thoſe little Services which are ſure to conciliate 


Affection; I waited on my fair Viſitor, as you may 


imagine, with more than ordinary Diligence, grati- 


fied her Curioſity by the Sight of every Thing that 


E thought worthy of her Attention, and endeavour- 
ed, by being uſeful, to make myſelf agreeable. I 
ſacceeded ſo well, in ſhort, with the whole Family, 
that when they left the Place, I received a preſſing 
Invitation from the Father to ſpend a Week with them 
in London. Accordingly I waited on them, and was 
received with great Politeneſs; the Morning we 


| chiefly ſpent in Diverſions within Doors, and in the 
| Evening went to the Play. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of frequent Interviews with the young 


Lady, in which I could not help paying that Tribute 
of Praiſe to her Accompliſhments which I knew ſhe 
deſerved, and which I imagined the expected; I ſpoke 
the Language of Love, without feeling the Power of 


it, and inſenſibly raifed a Paſſion in her Breaſt, which 
was as. yet a Stranger to my own. Little did I indeed 


at that Time imagine, that with an Intention merely 
to amuſe, I was laying Snares to deceive; and that 


whilſt J thought myſelf only playing the innocent Part 
of a fine Gentleman, I was undermining the Peace of 


an amiable Woman, and deſtroying the future Happi- 
neſs of a whole innocent Family. 


When I took my Leave, my Friends told me they 


would not conſent to part with me ſo foon, unleſs I 
would promiſe on the firſt Leiſure I had to return; 


with which Propoſal I readily acquieſced. As I had 


no great Delire to change a Scene of Gaiety and Plea- 


ſure for the Gloom of a College, the Reflexion of it 
threw a Melancholy on my Features, which the Lady 


attributed to a different Cauſe. I fetched a deep 
Sigh at parting, and retired from her with a filent 


Sorrow, which I afterwards found had left a ſtronger 


Im- 
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Impreſſion on her Heart than all the fine Things 
I had ſaid; and confirmed her in the Opinion ſhe 
had conceived of my inviolable Attachment to her. 
J returned to the Univerſity, where my Attention was 
ſoon called off to other Views, and my Thoughts 
fixed on Objects of a very different Nature; nor 


ſhould I, perhaps, from that Hour, have called to Mind 


the now forgotten Fair One, had not a Letter, which 
I received from her about three Months afterwards, 
greatly ſurpriſed and diſturbed me. © She would 
not, ſhe there informed me, have broken through the 
preſcribed Forms of her Sex, but that, as ſhe well 
knew my Deſigns were honourable, and nothing but 
my own Diffidence had concealed them, ſhe looked on 
herſelf as bound in Honour to let me know that it 
would be acceptable to her; that it would appear like 
Affectation in her to ſuppoſe I had meant merely to 


flaiter and amuſe her; and as ſhe had ſpared me the 


Confuſion of firſt mentioning this, ſhe hoped I would 
ſoon come to a more clear Explanation.” In a Poſt- 
{cript ſhe added, “ that her Father was a Man who 
wad, what we call, ſeen the World, was determined to 
marry her at all Events. up to her Rank; ; and choſe 
rather to ſee her ſplendidly miſerable, than obſcurely 
happy: That unleſs I ſaved her, ſhe was rumed; and 
that a ſhort Time muſt determine her Fate.” 
I need not tell you how I was confounded, to find 

myſelt involved in an Intrigue, before I had ſo much 
as once thought ſeriouſly upon it: I therefore an- 
ſwered her in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner I could; 

repreſented to her, that it would be the higheſt bn. 
gratitude in me to marry the Daughter of a Man who 
had ſhewn me ſuch uncommon. Civilities, without his 
Conſent ; beſides, that the Diſparity of our Fortunes 
muſt be an inſurmountable Obſtacle to a thinking 
Perſon ; that ſhe might one Day or other reproach me 
with Breach of Truſt herſelf, or inſult me on Ac- 
count of that very Inequality which the now ſeemed 
| ©::.v0 
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to diſregard; that in ſuch a Caſe, the Deſire of pleaſing 
muſt ſink into the Fear of offendins z, and thus put an 
End to all her viſionary Schemes of laſting Happineſs; 
that I was forry ſhe had ſo miſtaken my Behaviour as 


to attribute that to Love which is but the Effect of 


Gallantry. I then talked to her of a Prieſt and Mar- 
riage in the Language of Zothario; and conclud:d by 
adviſing her, for both our Sakes, to chink no more 
of it. 

This, you may imagine, was an Anwar, which; 
whiltt my Hand wrote it, my heart very ſeverely re- 
proached me for, I could not but tacitly blame my- 
ſelf for that particular Regard and Attachment to her, 


_ which I had formerly expreſſed, and was not deter- 
mined, whether I ſhould not make a little ſerious Love 


to her the very next Opportunity; when, in the Midſt 
of theſe Reflections, I received the following Letter, 


which beſt can tell the Story of her Misfortune, and . 


expoſe the Weakneſs of my paſt Conduct. 

It is over, and I am a Slave! yet the only Hour 
that I can call my own, I give to 188 the only one 
that a Huſband's Authority has not a Rant to inter- 
rupt. To ſum up all my Miteries in a W ord, know i 
my Father has this Morning given me up to Sorrow 
and Mr, — Alas! what deluſive Viſions of Fe- 
licity did not your flattering Tongue once give me 
Leave to form? Such as no Turn of Foitine can 
again recal. I tremble to think what a e 
Rage may not inflict, when he finds, inſtead i che 
Happinets he exne Qed, ſo poor an Entertaininen. as 
Love compelled will afford him. It is 1mpiſible tor 
different Matters to ſhare one poor Heart; With me 


he might enjoy 25 much as the unwilling Victim 0 


brutal Violence, and have as warm a Return of Fond- 
neſs from the theeted Dead. But what am ! laying, 

and to whom? To him that has robbed me uf mn 
Peace! Can he now dry up the "Fears which him- 
ſelf alone could bid to flow? Or, can he heal t ih ſe 
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Wounds which himſelf has made; but the Worſt is 
paſt; all the Paſſions that have racked me ſince | re- 
ceived your laſt, are huſhed ; and what little Spirit 
remains will ſoon give Way to the filent eating Sor- 
row that muſt follow this. Think that you have 
' robbed me of what not all my Fortune can purchaſe 
for me, nor the whole World beſide hath Power to 
" beſtow, Ever fince I was taught to form a With, 
it was that of being a happy Mother, and a tender 
Wife. I may now have a Child whom its Father's 
Vices will exclude from that Exceſs of Fondneſs 
which I would otherwiſe have poured over it; and 
you know too well his Character to hope any Altera- 
tion in him: And yet this Man my Religion hence- 
forward bids me to be true to, and obey. Fare- 
wel; and know, however I condemn your Conduct, 
that would my Brother, jealous of his Honour as he 
is, this Moment revenge me, L had rather forgive than 
relent it. Live then, and be happy; and may that 

Happineſs never be fuſpended a 3 by the Re- 
membrance of her whom your Falſhood has made tor 
ever miſerable.“ 

It your Heart has not already informed you what 

J felt on this, it will be necdleſs to tell you how ſe- 
verely I now accuſe my own weak Conduct; nor can 
J ſoon forgive myſelf the wanton Sacrifice of Yourh, 
Inngccnce, Beauty, and Virtue, to faſhionable Lev ity, 

and polite. *Perfidioufncſs:; It is I that have given the 
Wound inflicted by her Father a deeper Sniart, though 
it is himſelf who has made that Miſery Ja% i: ig. IL can 
only wiſh this may be a uſeful Leſſon to warn all 
young Gentlemen, my  Feilow-profligatcs, never to 
exp: efs a particular Regard where they have not- ſe- 
Tous Thoughts of Love; and to teach Parents whom 
Heaven has blef with dutiiu} Children, rather to make 
DIE happy than .reat ; oi by their Authority never 

violate thoſe Hearts Which they have 010 Kight 
4 guide, 
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On the Jus TICE of PROVIDENCE. 


All Nature is but Art unknown to thee, 
Atl Chance Direction which thou canj? not ſes; 
Lill Ditcord Murmony not under ſiood, 
All partial Evil univerſal Good : 
And Spite of Pride, incrring Reaſon's Spitey, : 
One Truth is clear —whatever is, is right. Pop. 


Oz AL DAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſecurely | 


for many Years in the ſilken Pavilions of Plea- 


ſure, and had every Morning anointed his Head with | 


the Oil of CGiadneis, when his only Son Abram, for 
whom he had crowded his Treaſures with Gold, ex- 


tended his Dominions with Conqueſts, and ſecured. 


them with impregnable Fortreſtes, was ſuddenly 
wounded, as he was hunting, with an Arrow from an 
unknown Hand, and expired in the Field. 
Egzaldib, in the Diſtraction of Grief and Deſpair, 
refuſed to return to his Palace, and retired to the 
gloomieſt Grotto in the neighbouring Mountains: 
He there rolled himſelf in the Duſt, tore away the 
Fairs of his Hoary Head, and daſhed the Cup of Con- 
folation, that Patrence offered him, to the Ground. 
He ſuffered not his Minſtrels to approach his Pre- 
tence; but liſtened to the Screams of the melancholy 
Birds of Midnight, that flit through the ſolitary Vaults 


3 5 Tu TR tao Aide 1 
and echoing Chambers of the Pyramids. „ Can 


that God be benevolent, he cried, who thus woutids 
the Soul, as from an Ambuſh, with unexpected 
Sorrows, and cruſhes his Crestures in a Moment 
with irremed:able Calamity ? Ye lying [mans, prate 
to us no more of the Juſtneſs and the Kindneſs of an 
all-directing and ajl-Joving Providence! He, whom 
ye pretend reigns in Heaven, is ſo far from pretect- 
ing the miſerable Sons of Men, that he perpetually 
delights to blaſt the ſweeteſt Flowerets in the Gar- 
den of Hope; and, like a malignant Giant, to beat 
down the ſtrongeſt Towers of Happineſs with the 
Iron Mace of Anger. If this Being poſſeſſed the 
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Goodneſs and the Power, with which flattering Prieſts 
have inveſted him, he would doubtleſs be inclined 
and ena led to baniſh thoſe Evils which render the 
World a Dungeon of Diſtreſs, a Vale of Vanity and 
Woe.— I will continue in it no longer! 

At this Moment he furiouſly raiſed his Hand, 
which Deſpair had armed with a Dagger, to ſtrike 
deep into his Boſom; when ſuddenly thick Flaſhes 
of Lightning ſhot through the Cavern, and a Being 
of more than human 80 and Magnitude, ar- 
rayed in azure Robes, crowned with Amaranth, and 
waving 2 Branch of Palm in his Right- hand, arreſt- 

ed the Arm of the trembling and aſtoniſhed Caliph, 
and ſaid with a majeſtic Smile,“ Follow me to the 
Jop of this Mountain.“ 

„Look from hence, faid the awful Conductor: I 
am Cats, the Angel of Peace; look from hence into 
the Valley.“ 

Bozaldab opened his Eyes, and beheld a barren, 
fuitry, and ſolitary Md in the Midſt of which ſat 
a pale, meagre, and ghaſtly Figure: It was a Mer- 
_ chant juſt periſhing with Famine, and lamenting that 
he could 120 neither wild Berries nor a ſingle Sprig in 

this forlorn uninhabited Deſart; and begging the 
Protection of Heaven againſt the Tigers that would 
now certainly deſtroy him, ſince he had conſumed the 
jaſt Fuel he had collected to make nightly-Fires to af- 
fright them, He then caſt a Caſket of Jewels on the 
Sand, as 'T rifles of no Ule; and crept feeble and 
trembling to an Eminence, where he was accuſtomed 
to fit every Evening to watch the ſetting Sun, and to 
give a Signal to any Ship that might happily approach 
the Iſland. 

% Tnhabitant of Heaven, cried Bozaldab, ſuffer not 
this Wretch to periſh by the Fury of wild Beaſts.“ 
„ Peace, ſaid the Angel, and obſerve.” 

He looked again, and beheld a Veſſel arrived at 
the deſolate Ile. What Words can paint the Rap- 
ture of the ſtarving Merchant, when the Captain 

offered 
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Eyes to another and more intereſting Scene,” 
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offered to tranſport him to his native Country, if he 
would reward him with Halt the Jewels of his Caſket, 
No ſooner had this pitiful Commander received the 
ſtipulated Sum, than he held a Conſultation with the 
Crew, and they agreed to feize the remaining Jewels, 
and leave the unhappy Exile in the ſame” helpleſs. 
and lamentable Condition in which they diſcovered 
him. He, wept and trembled, intreated, and im- 
plored in vain. 

« Will Heaven permit ſuch Injuſtice to be prac- 
tiſed ]!“ exclaimed Bozaldab. © Look again, ſaid the: 
Angel, and behold the very Ship in which, ſhort- 


fig rhted as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the Merchant might 


emback, daſhed in Pieces on a Rock: Doft thou not 
hear the Cries of the fi aKing Sailors; Preſume not to 
direct the Governor of the Uni verſe in the Diſpoſal of 
Events, The Man whom thou halt pitied ſhall be ta- 
ken from this dreary Solitude, but not by the Method 


| thou would'ſt preſcribe, His Vice was Avarice, by 


which he became not only abominable but wretched; | 
he fancied. ſome mighty Charm in Wealth, which, 5 


like the Wand of Abdiel, would gratify every Wiſh, 


ang obviate every Fear, T his Wealth he has now been 
taught not only to deſpiſe but abhor: He caſt his Jewels 
upon the Sand, and confeſſed them to be uſelets: he 


offered Part of them to the Mariners, and perceived 


them to be pernicious ; he has now learned, that they 
are rendered uſeful or vain, good or evil, only by the 
Situation and "Temper of the Poſſeſſor. Happy is he 
whom Diftreſs has taught Wiſdom ! But turn thine 


— 


The Caliph inſtantly beheld a magnificent Palace, 
2dorned with Statues of his Anceſtors wrought in 
Jaſper; the Ivory Doors of which, turning on Hin ges 
of the Gold of Golconda, difcovered'a Thrane d Dia- 

m3nds, ſurrounded | by the Rajas of fifty Natians, and 
with Ambaſſadors in various Habits and or different 
Complexions; on which ſat Ahram, the much la- 
mented Son of Bozaidab, and by his Side a Princeſs: 
iairer than a Houri. 
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% Gracious Alla] It is my Son! cried the 
Caliph, O let me hold kim to my Heart!” “Thou 
canſt not graſp an unſubſtantial Viſion, replied the 
Angel: Jam now ſhewing thee what would have 
been the Deſtiny of thy Son, had he continued longer 
on the Earth.” “And why, returned Bozaldab, why 

was he not permitted to continue? Why was he not. 
fuffered to be a Witneſs of ſo much Felicity and 
Power?“ “ Conſider the Sequel, replied he that 
dwells in the fifth Heaven. Bozaldab locked earneſtly, 
and ſaw the Countenance of his Son, on which he had 
been uſed to behold the placid Smile of Simplicity, 
and the vivid Bluſhes of Health, now diſtorted with 
Rage, and now fixed in the Inſenſibility of Drunken- 
neſs: It was again animated with Diſdain, it became 
pale with Apprehenſion, and appeared to be withered 
with Intemperance; his Hands were ſtained with. 
Blood, and he trembled by Turns with Fury and 
"Terror, The Palace, ſo lately ſhining with oriental 
Pomp, changed ſuddenly into the Cell of a Dungeon, 
where his Son lay ftretched out on a cold Pavement, 
gagged and bound, and his Eyes put out. Soon after 
be perceived the favourite Sultana, who before was. 
Heated. by his Side, enter with a Bowl of Poiſon, which: 
the compelled Mborin to drink, and afterwards mar- 
ried the Succeſſor to his Throne. 
& Happy, ſaid Caloc, is he whom Providence has: 
by the Angel of Death ſnatched from Guilt.! from. 
whom that Power is withheld, which, if he had poſ- 
ſeſſed, would have accumulated upon himſelf, yet 
greater miſery than it could make upon others.” 

It is enough, cried Bozwldab ; I adore the in- 
{crutable Schemes of Omniſcience From what. 


dreadful Evil has my Son been reſcued, by a Death 

which 1 raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and premature! 

Death of Innocence and Peace, which has blefled: 

his Memory on Earth, and aegis Spirit to 
the Skies.“ 

+. Caſt away the Dagger, replied the heavenly, 

; Mets 
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Meſſenger, which thou waſt preparing to plunge into 
thine own Heart. Exchange Complaint for Silence, 
and Doubt for Adoration. Can a Mortal look down; 


without Giddineſs and Stupefaction, into the vaſt 


Abyts of eternal Wiſdom ? Can a Mind that ſees not 
inanitely, perfectly comprehend any thing among an 
Infinity of Objects, mutually relative? Can the Chan- 
nels, which thou commandeſt to be cut to receive 
the n Inundation of the Nile, contain the Wa- 
ters of the Ocean? Remember that perfect Happineſs: 
cannot be conferred on a Creature; for perfect Hap- 
pineſs is an Attribute as incommunicable, as perfect 
Power and Eternity.“ 

The Angel, while he was ſpeaking thus, arg. 
out his Pinions to fly back to the Empyreum, and th 


Flutter of his Wings was like the Ruſhing of a C 
taract. 


* * 
— 


* 8 = 


No FRIENDSHIP among the WICKED, 


The Blijs of Friendſhip Vice can never know 
From Virtue's Fount alone that Stream muſt flow. N. 


HRE E Villains having made a conſiderable 

Booty at a fmal] Diſtance from a Country: 
Town, agreed (as it was not expedient for all three to 
enter the Town together) that one of them only ſhould 
go and buy Proviſions, and bring them ro a Place of 
Rendezvous in a Wood. Whilſt he was gone, the 
Two who were left, confulted together, and in order 
to enlarge their Aare of the Booty, determined to 


kill their Comrade as ſoon as he ſhould return with 
their Food, This was executed ; but their murdered 
Companion, who had formed precifely the ſame De- 


Ion againſt them, had, after ſatisfying his own Appe- 


tite, poiſoned the Food he brought them, Thas they 


all died. by the TI icachery of each other. 


ELECT 
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SELECT THOUGHT 8. 


| E W take Care to live tell, but many to live 
* lang, though it is in every Body? s Power to do 
the former; but in no Man's Power to do the latter. 
The firſt Requifite in Converſation is Truth; the 
ſecond, ſenle ; the third Good humour : and the- 
fourth Wit. 5 
Slanderers are like Flies; they paſs over the good | 
Parts of a Man, and indulge on his Sores. [ 
| Keen Glances of Cenſure proceed generally from \ 
a dark involved Temper, like Flaſhes of Lightning 5 
from a gloomy Sky. 20 5 | 
Thoie who blow the Coals of others Strife, may I 
chance to have the Sparks fly in their own Faces, 3 
Words are like Atrews' and ſhould not be lot at | 
Random. 
The Poor are ſeldomer ſick for Want of Food, 
than the Rich are by the Excels of it. 
T hofe that are of Opinion that Money will do every 
Thing, may reaſonably be ſuſpected to do every Thing 
for Money. : 
A 200d Conſcience is to the Soul, what Health is 
to the Body. 
Content is natural W ealth, and nt is artificial 
Poverty, 
5 Liar is a Coward to Man, and a Woe to his 
0 
King Henry the Fourth of France (to recommend 
Affability and Good- nature) uſed to ſay, that one 
Drop of Honey attracted wore Flies, than a Spoonful 
of Vinegar, 


ſt is caſier to praiſe People into Virtue, than rail 
them out of Vice, 

A ſure Way to pleaſe in Company, is to ſeem. 
pleaſ:d with your Company, 


Politeneſs conſiſts in being eaſy yourſelf, and making 
others 10. 


1 * 


We 
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We may be as good as we pleaſe, if we pleaſe to be 
good, 


Fr are ſo empty, as thoſe who are full of them- 
elves, 
Deſpiſe not Advice even of the meaneſt ; The 
Cackling of Geeſe preſerved the Roman State. 
III Habits are eater conquered To-day than To- 
morrow, 
_ AKknave may gain more than an honeſt Man for a 
Day ; but the honeſt Man will gain more than the 
Knave in the Year, 
If a Coat be ever ſo fine that a Fool wears, it is Nill 
but a Fool's Coat. 
Deſpiſe not an Enemy though « ever ſo weak ; but 
eonſider that the Lion may periſh by the Puncture of 
an Aſp, 


In Courts and Cities we are ated with the 


Works of Men, in the Country with the Works of 


Go. One i is the Province of Art, the other of Na- 
ture. | 

They ts God beſt, ks reſemble him moſt. 

Paſſions are the Gales of Life; and it is our Part te 
take Care they do not riſe into a Tempeſt. 

To be angry, is to revenge the faults of others upon 
ourſelves, 


Point not at the Faults of others with a foul 
Finger, 


If the Devil Stehe a Man idle, he generally ſets 


him to Work. 


If we did not flatter ourſelves, flattery from others 


would have no Effect. 

When Men gro virtuous in their old Age, they 
only make a Sactifice to God of the Devil's Leavings. 

The Careſſes of bad Men reſemble the Fawning of 
a Greyhound, which, while he ſhews his Love, fouls 
you with his Paws, 

Envy is a certain Acknowledgement of Superiority 
in the Perfon envied : Of all Vices, ttis the Lag 
and meaneſt : And the Breaſt of the envious Mat 


ever contains a Hell, | We 


| 
| 
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We ſhould never deſpiſe People for want of natural 
Paits, but for making a wrong Uſe of them; thus, if 
a Man walks lame, he is to be pitied ; if he dances 
lame, he is to be laughed at. 

Some Perſons are 0 very obliging that they never 
ohlige. 

A malignant Praiſe has always been the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful Vehicle to inſinuate Slander, as Poiſon is never 
more artfully conveyed than in Perfume, 

Part ef an Epitaph.) What I poſſeſſed is left to 
others ; what I gave to the Poor remains with me. 

IVijdom's teſt School is Adverſity : Proſperity was 
painted by the Ancients like an Harlot, quite blind, 

on the Brink of a frightful Precipice. 

The voluptuous Man ſtands in the Market to be 
bought and fold. 

Procraſtination is the Thief of Time. 

Induſtry is the True Philoſapher's Stone. 

He that injures one, threatens an Hundred. 

Tongues are like Race-Horſes, which run che faſter 
the lets weight they carry 

When Socrates was told that his Judges had ſen— 
tenced him to Death. And hath not Nature (ſaid he) 
paſſed the ſame Sentence upon them? 

R Every Perſon has juſt as much Pride as he wants 
enſe. 


He who ſwears, tells us his bare Word is not to be 
credited, 


True Modeſty is aſhamed of ev ery thing that is cri- 
minal; falſe Modęſty, of every Thing that is unfafhion- 


able. 


When Compliments were leſs in Faſhion, Sincerity 
Was more eſteemed, | 

Nature has wiſely furniſh:d us with two Ears and 
but one Ll ongue;z a moſt uſeful Leſſon, it rightly at- 
tended to. 


Thoſe who fear God the i, fear Men the leaſt. 


Living High brings men 0570, 


A Delire of appearing witty is the moſt certain 
Method of prevcuting ir. . 
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He keeps the beſt Table who has the moſt valuable 
Company at it. 
A Head, like a Houſe, when crammed too full, and 
no regular Order obſerved in the placing what is in it, 
18 only littered, inſtead of being furniſhed. 

The ancient Grectans uſed to puniſh with double Se- 
verity Crimes done in Drunkenneſs; firſt, for debaſing 


themſelves below the Brute Creation; ; and ſecondly, 


for the Crime committed, 

It is remarkable, that the moſt docile and ſenſible of 
all Animals (the Elephant) is the moſt temperate and 
abſtemious; a8, on the contrary, the molt fupid and 
ferbid ling (the Swine) is the moſt gluttonous and vo- 
YActons, 


Thoſe who boaſt of the Light within, are generally 


O 


dark and g/5omy without; and may Juitly be compared | 
to dark Lanthirns. 


There is a great Difference between praying and 
ſaying one's Praycrs, 

I never knew a pο]u¼. Man that was not zI!-natured, 
nor an //-natured Man that was not proud. 

Bigots of all Kinds, whether Profeſtors of the 
Chriſtian, Jewiſh, or Mahimetan Religion, differ in 
ne thing but the Name; for though at Hirſt ſetting out, 
they ſeem to take quite e NN ays; yet, like Tra- 
velfers in a Circle, notwitn: Aunding they {ct forward 
Back to Back, they ſoon meet and join in the oppolite 
Part of the Circle, 

It is uſual in Turkey, by Way of Reproach, 
blacken the Front of thoſe Perſons? Houſes who are 
notrious for Tale bearing, or propagating Falſhood © 
If that were the Caſe with us, what a aifmal Figure 
would 100 of the Towns in England make? 

Nothing can be hanzurable that is not virtuous : 
Among the Namans, the Entrance to the Temple of 
Hur always lay through the Temple of Virtue. 

Example 6 a L flon all can read. 

No TO can bc iid to we ſuddenly who has lived 
long. | | It 
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If we do not govern our Paſſions, we may be ſure 
our Paſſions will govern us, 

Thoſe who are given to tell all they know, generally 
tell more than they know. 

The Man who loves not Praiſe, will ſcarce do any 
Thing to deſetve it. 
We ſhould not talk to pleaſe ourſelves, but thoſe who 


- . hear us. 


Obſtinate People are never ſo much ſo, as when they 
are in the wron 


5 Of all Brutes, none are fo very brutiſh as Human 
rutes. 

To pleaſe, we muſt reſemble the IVillow, and not 
| the Oak; ---- 

He who is fond of giving Advice, wants it himſelf. 

Advice ſhould fall as the Dew, not overwhelm as A 
Shower. 

We feel what we fear, much more than what we 
really ſuffer. 

Hard to be pleaſed, and eaſy to be diſpleaſed, is an 
odious Character. 

The meaneſt Way of praif ng ourſelves, is finding 
Fault with others. 

The Man who is aſhamed of being Poor, would be 
pr gud if he were ich. 

When we ſceak of the Des 4, we ſhould tread ſoftly 
over their Graves. 
Praiſe Children for being pretty, oy they will en- 
deavour to be beautiful : Preiſe them ſor being good, and 
they will endeavour to be virtugus. 

Avarice is of all Characters the molt oppoſite to that 
of the Aimeghty ; who alone it is to give, and not 
to receive. 

Thote who give No- body a good Word, deſerve 
No- -body' s good Word, | 

An atte&ted Gravity that covers Folly, is like a 
waſhed Shilling tnat paſſes tor a Guinea, till it comes 
to be tried. 
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The Hermit. . 
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I may aſſert eternal Providence, 
And juſlity the Ways of God to Man. 


MILTON. 


AR in a W 1, unknown to public View, 
From Youth to Age a rev'rend Hermit grew; 
The Moſs his Bed, —the Cave his humble Cell, 

His Food the Fruits, his Drink the cryſtal Well. 
Remote from Man, with God he paſs'd his Days, 
Pray'r all his Butineſs, all his Pleaſure Praiſe, 


A Life ſo ſacred, ſuch ſerene Repoſe, 
Scem'd Heay'n itſelf, till one Suggeſtion roſe; 
That Vice ſhould triumph, Virtue Vice obey; 
his ſprung ſome Doubt of Providence's Sway. 
is Hopes no more a certain Proſpect boaſt, 
And all the Tenor of his Soul is loft. | 
So when a ſmooth * Expanſe receives impreſs'd 
Calm Nature's Image on its wat'ry Breait, 
Down bend the Banks, the Trees i impe ending grow, 
And Skies beneath with anſwering Colours gl *. 
But if a Stone the gentle Sea divide, 
Swift ruffling Circles curl on ev ry Side; 
And glimm'ring Fragments of a broken Sun; 
Banks, Trees, and Skies in thick Diſorder [UM 


To clear this Doubt, to know the World by Sight, 
To find it Books or HRT report it right, 
(For yet. by Swains alone the world he ner 
Whoſe Feet came wand' ring o'er the nightly Dew) 
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I may aſſert eternal Prowidence, 
And juftify the Ways of God to Man. Mi1LTON. 


AR in a Wild, unknown to public View, 
From Youth to Age a rev'rend Hermit grew; 
Ihe Moſs his Bed, —the Cave his humble Cell, 

His Food the Fruits, his Drink the cryſtal Well. 
Remote from Man, with God he paſs'd his Days, 
Pray'r all his Buſineſs, all his Pleaſure Praiſe, 


A Life ſo ſacred, ſuch ſerene Revals, DE 
Seem'd Heav'n itſelf, till one Suggeſtion roſe; 
'That Vice ſhould triumph, Virtue Vice obey ; 
'This ſprung ſome Doubt of Providence's Sway. 
His Hopes no more a certain Proſpect boaſt, 

And all the Tenor of his Soul is-loſt. 
do when a ſmooth Expanſe receives impreſs'd 
Calm Nature's Image on its wat'ry Breaſt, 
Down bend the Banks, the Trees impending grow, 
And Skies beneath with anſwering Colours glow. 
But if a Stone the gentle Sea divide, 
Swift ruMing Circles curl on ev'ry Side; j 
And glimm'ring Fragments of a broken Sun; 
Banks, Trees, and Skies in thick Diſorder Tubs, 


To clear this Doubt, to know the World by Sight, 
To find if Books or Swains report it right, 
(For yet by Swains alone the world he knew, 
Whoſe Feet came wand'ring o'er the nightly Dew) 


D d He 
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J 


314 The PIlEASINOINSTRVUc TOR. 


He quits his Cell; the Pilgrim's Staff he bore, 
And fix'd the Scallop in his Hat before ; 

Then with the Sun a riſing Journey went, 
Sedate to think, and watching each Event, 


The Morn was waſted in the athleſs Graſs, 

And long and loneſome was the Wild to paſs : 

But when the ſouthern Sun had warm'd the Day, 

A Youth came poſting o'er a croſſing Way; 

His Raiment decent, his Complexion fair, 

And ſoft in graceful Ringlets wav'd his Hair. 

Then near approaching, Father, hail ! he cry'd; 
And hail, my Son! the rew'rend Sire reply'd; 

Words follow'd Words, from Queſtion Anſwer flow'd, 
And Talk of various Kinds deceiv'd the Road; 

Till each with other pleas'd, and loth to part, 
While in their Age they differ, join in Heart: 
Thus ſtands an aged Elm in Ivy bound, 

'Thus. youthful lvy claſps an Elm around. = 
But here the Youth enjoin'd the eager Sire, 
Who into hidden Truths did much enquire, 

It he'd in Silence each Event behold, 
He wou'd to him ſome wond'rous T hings unfold, 
Agreed; —and now the cloſing Hour of Day 
Came onward, mantled o'er with ſober Grey; 
Nature in Silence bids the World repoſe; 

When near the Road a ſtately Palace roſe: 

There by the Moon, thro' Ranks of Trees they paſs, 
Whoſe Verdure crown'd their ſloping Sides of Graſs, 
It chanc'd, the noble Maſter of the Dome 

Still made his Houſe the wand'ring Stranger's Home, 
Yet ſtill his Nindneſs, from a Thirſt of Praiſe, 
Prov'd the vain Flouriſh of expenſive Eaſe. 

The Pair arrive, the livery'd Servants wait; 

Their Lord receives them at the pompous Gate; ; 
The Table groans with coſtly Piles of Food, 

And all is more than hoſpitably good. 

Then led to Reſt, the Day's long Toil they drown, 
Deep ſunk in vleep, and Silk, and Heaj ps of Down, 


At 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 315 


At length 'tis Morn, and at the Dawn of Day 
Along the wide Canals the Zephyrs play; 
Freſh o'er the gay Parterres the Breezes creep, 
And ſhake the neighbouring Wood to baniſh Sleep. 
Up rife the Gueſts, obedient to the Call; 
An early Banquet deck'd the ſplendid Hall; 
Rich Luſcious: Wine a golden Goblet grac'd, 
Which the kind Matter forc'd his Gueſts to taſte : 
Then pleas'd and thankful from the Porch they go, 
e but the landlord, none had cauſe of Woe; 
+ Cup was vaniſh'd; for in ſecret Guiſe 

T he younger Gueſt ourloin? d th? glittering Prize. 
Now on they paſs—when far upon the Road, 

The wealthy Spoil the wily Partner ſhew'd, 


As one who ſpies a Serpent in his Way, 
Gliſt'ning and baſking in the Summer Ray, 
Diſorder'd ſtops, to ſhun the Danger near, 
Then walks with Faintneſs on, and looks with Fear: 
So ſeem'd the Sire, he walk'd with trembling Heart: 
And much he wiſh'd, but durſt not atk to pa rt *: 
Murm' ring, he lifts his Eyes, and thinks it hard, 
That gen'rous Actions meet a baſe Re ward. 


While thus they pals, the Sun his Glory throuds, 
The changing Skies hang out their ſable Clouds; 
A Sound in Air preſag'd approaching Rain, 

And Beaſts to Coverts ſcud acroſs the Plain. 

Warn'd by the Signs, the wand” ring Pair retreat, 
To ſeck for Shelter at a neighb'ring Seat: 

I'was built by Turrets on a riſing Ground, 

And ſtrong, and large, and unimp: rov'd around : 

Its Owner's Temper, tim' on and ſevere, 

Unkind and griping, caus'd a Defart there. 


As near the Miſer's heavy Door they drew, 
Fierce riſing Guſts with ſudden Fury blew; 
The nimble Light” ning mix'd with Show: 6 began, 
And o'er their Heads loud rolling Thunder ran. 


* On Account of the Promiſe: at firſt ſetting out. 
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Here long they knock, but knock or call in vain, 
Driv'n by the Wind, and batter'd by the Kain. 
At length ſome Pity warm'd the Maſter's Breaſt: 
(* was then his Threſhold firſt receiv'd a-Guelt.). 
Slow creaking turns the Door with jealous Care, 
And half he welcomes in the ſhiv'ring Pair; 

One frugal Faggot lights the naked Walls, 

And Nature's Feryour through their Limbs recalls. 
Bread of the coarſeft Sort, with dead ſmall Beer, 
(Each hardly granted) ſerv'd them both for Cheer; 
And when the Tempelt firſt appear'd to ceaſe, 

A ready Warning bid them part in Peace, 


With ſtill Remark the pondering Hermit views'd-: 

In one ſo rich, a Life ſo poor and rude; 

And why ſhould ſuch (within himfelf he cry'd) 
Lock the loſt Wealth a Thouſand want beſide ? 
But what new Marks of Wonder foon took Place 
In every feiting Feature of his Face! 
Wren from his Veſt the young Companion bore 
That Cup, the gen'rous Landlord cwn'd before; 
And paid Profuſely with the precious Bowl 
The ftinted Kindneſs of his churiiſh Soul: 
Juſt ſunk to Earth, the Miſer in Surprize, 
Receiy'd the glitt'ring Gift with ſtartled Eyes; 
But *ere he could recover from his Fright; 

The generous Gueſts were gone quite out of Sight, 


Now the briſk Clouds in airy Tumults fy, 
The Sun emerging opes another Sky ; 
A freſher Green the ſmelling Leaves diſplay, 
And glitt'ring as they tremble, cheer the Day. 
While hence they walk, the Pilgrim's Boſom wrought 
With all the Travel of uncertain Thought; 
His Partner's Acts without their Cauſe appear *, 
*T was there a Vice, but ſeem'd a Madneſs here. 


To ſteal the Cup from the generous Man, and give it to a 
Wretch that would ſcarce admit them within his Gate, D 
| | a Ve- 
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Deteſting that, and pitying this, he goes, 
Loſt and "confounded with the various Shows. 


Again the Wand'rers want a Place to lie, 
Again they ſearch, and find a Manſion nigh. 
The Soil improv d around, the Manſion neat, 
And neither poorly low, nor idly great: 

It ſeem'd to ſpeak its Maſter's Turn of Mind, 
Content, and (not for Praife, but Virtue) kind. 


Hither the Walkers turn their weary Feet, 
Then bleſs the Manſion, and the Mafter greet ; 
Their Greeting fair, beſtow'd with modeſt Guiſe, 
The courteous Maſter hears, and thus replies : 
Without a vain, without a grudging Heart, 

To him who gives us all, I yield a Part: 

From him you come, from him accept it here, 

A ſrank and ſober, more than coſtly Cheer. 

He ſpoke, and bid the welcome Table ſpread, 
Then taik'd of Virtue till the Time of Bed; 

When the grave Houthold round the Hall repair, 
Warn'd by a bell, and clofe the Hour with Prav'r., - 


Now Night's dim Shades again involve the "my 


At length the World, renew'd by calm Repoſe, 
Was ſtrong for Toil, the dapple Morn aroſe 
Before the Pilgrims part, the Younger crept, 
Near the clos'd Cradle, where an Infant fle pt, 
And writh'd his Neck ; the Landlord's little Pride, 
O {trange Return | grew black, and gaſp'd, and dy'd; 
Horror of Horrors | what ! his only don; 
How look'd our Hermit when the Fact was done! 
Not Hell, tho? Hell's black Jaws in ſunder part, 
And breathe blue Fire, could mote aflail his Heart. 


Confus'd and ſtruck with Silence at the Deed, 
He lies, —but trembling fails to fly with Speed. 
His Steps the Youth purſues ; the Country lay 
Perplex'd with Roads, a Servant ſhew'd the Way; 1 
A River croſs'd the Path; the Pailage o'er | BY 
Was nice to find, the Servant went before ; ; [| 
.d 2 — 1 
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Long Arms of Oak an open Bridge ſupply'd, 

And deep the waves beneath them bending glide: 
The Youth, who ſeem'd to watch a Time to fin, 
Approach'd the careleſs Guide, and thruſt him in-: 
Plunging he falls, and riſing lifts his Head, 

Then flaſhing turns, and ſinks among the Dead. 


Wild ſparkling Rage inflames the Hermit's Eyes, 
He burſts the Bands of Fear, and wildly cries, 
Deteſted wretch !—but ſcarce his Speech began 
When the ſtrange Partner feem'd no longer Man; 
His youthful Face grew more ferenely ſweet, 

His Rodes turn'd white, and flow'd about his Peet: 
Fair Rounds of radiant Points inveſt his Hair; 
Celeſtial Odours breathe in purpled Air; 

And Wings, whoſe Colours glitter'd like the Day, 
Wide at his Back their dazzling Plumes diſplay. 
The Form etherial burſts upon his Sight, | 
And moves in all the Majeſty of Light. 


Tho'1oud-at firſt the-Pilgrim's Paſſion grew; 
Sudden he gaz'd, and wilt not what to do; 
Surprize in ſecret Chains his Words ſuſpends, _ 
And in a Calm his ſettling Temper ends. 

But Silence here the beauteous Angel broke, 
The Voice of Mutic raviſt'd as he ſpoke.) 


Thy Pray'r, thy Praiſe, thy Life to Vice unknown, 
In ſweet Memotial riſe before the Throne; 
Their Charms Succeſs in our bright region find, 
And forc'd an Angel down to calm thy Mind; 
For this commiſſion'd, I forfook the Sky; 
Nay, ceaſe to knee], — thy Fellow- ſervant, F. 


Then know the Fruth of Government divine, 
And levthe Scruples be no longer thine. 


The Maſter juſtly claims that World he made; 
In this thewigbt of Providence is laid; 


Tes, 
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Its facred Majeſty through all depends 

On uſing ſecond Means * to work his Ends. 
"Tis thus, withdrawn.in State from human Eye, 
The Pow'r exerts its Attributes on high; 

Your Actions uſes, nor controuls your Win, 
And bids the doubting Sons of Men be ſtill. 


Whateſtrange Events can ſtrike with more Surpriſe, 

Than thoſe which lately ſtruck thy wand'ring Eyes? 
Yet taught by theſe, confeſs th' Almighty juſt, 

And, where you can't unriddle, learn to truſt * 


Phe great vain Man, who far'd on -oſtly Food, 
Whoſe Life was too luxurious to be good; 
Who made his Ivory Stands with Goblets ſhine; 


And forc'd his Gueſts to Morning Draughts of Wine; 


Has with the Cup the graceleſs Cuſtom Toft, 
And till he we lcomes,, | but with leſs of Coft.. 


The mcan ſuſpicious Wretch, whoſe bolted Door 
Ne'er mov'd in Pity to the wand'ring Poor, ; 
With him I left the. Cup, to teach his Mind. 
That Heay'n can bleſs, if Mortals will be kind; 
Conſcious of wanting Worth, he views the Bowl, 
And feels Compaſſion touch his grateful Soul. 
Thus Artiſts melt the ſullen Oar of Lead, 
With heaping Coals of Fire upon its- Head; 
In the kind Warmth the Metal learns to- x: 
And looſe from Droſs the Silver runs below. 


Long had our pious Friend in Virtue trod; 
But now the Child half wean'd his Soul from God; 
(Caild of his Age +) for-him he liv'd in Pain, 
And mealſur'd. back his Steps to Earth again. 
Ta 
* Second Means God often appoints wicked” and abandoned 


Wretches to be his Inſtruments ot Juſtice upon. others, for ſome 


Fnds tending to public Good, though unperceived by human 
Eyes. 


+: Chill of his Age—a Child dorn to him when in Years, an 


hom he doated too. fond. 


. tat. 


: 
| 
g 
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To what Exceſſes had his Dotage run! 
But God, to ſave the Father, took the Son. 
To all but thee, in Fits he ſeem'd to go, 
(And *twas my Miniſtry to deal the Blow.) 


The poor fond Parent, humbled in the Duſt, 


Now owns in Tears the Puniſhment was jult. 
But how had all bis Fortune felt a Wreck, 


Had the talſe Seryant-ſped in Safety back ? 


This very Night. (by fecret Plot contriv'd) 
Of Life an! Wealth his Maſter he'd depriv'd; 
Had he in this Conſpiracy prevail'd, 


What Funds of Charity would then have fail d? * 


Thus Heav'n inſtructs thy Mind : This Trial o'er, 


Depart 1 in Peace, reſign, and fin no more, 


On ſounding Pinions here the Youth withdrew, 
The Sage food wond'rizg as the Seraph flew. 


Thus look'd E/:ha, when to mount on high 
His Maſter took the Chaiiot of the Sky: 
The fiery Pomp aſcending left the View; 
The Prophet gaz'd, and wiſh'd to follow too. 


The vending Hermit here a Pray'r begun, 
« Lord! as in Heav'n, on Earth thy W ill be done: 
Then gladly turning, ſought his ancient Place, 


And ſpent a Life of Piety and Peace. 


—— — : — 
— 


TRUTH and FALSHOOD, 
dA BL 8; 

10 ON as the Iron A ze on Earth began, 

And Vice found ealy Entrance into Man: 


While from his tow'ring Height the flaming Sun, 
Fierce on the pendant Globe directly ſhone, 


* O ch om her Cave infernal F al! ihoo d Came; 


Falſhood, the Hate of Gods, of Men the Shame, 
| A ſilken 


* He gave largely to the Poor. 
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A ſilken Robe ſhe wore of various Hue, 

Its Colour changing with each different View.;: 
Studious to cheat, and eager: to beguile, 
She mimick'd Truth, and ap'd her heav'nly Smile ;.. 
But mimick'd Truth in vain: The varying Veſt. 
To ev'ry ſearching Eye the Fiend confeſt. 

At length ſhe ſaw celeſtial "Truth appear, 

Serene her. Brow, and chearful was her Aire: 

Her Silver Locks with ſhining Fillets bound, 


With.t:aurel Wreaths her peaceful Temples crown'd; 


A Lily Robe was girded round her Waiſt, 
And o'er her Arms a radiant Mantle caſt; 
With decent Negligence it hung behind, 

And looſely flowing, wanton'd in the Wind 
Thus Truth advanc'd, unknowing of Deceit, 


And Falſhood, bowing low, began the Cheat. 


Fail, charming Maid, bright as the Morning Star, 
Daughter of Fove, and Heaven's peculiar Care; 
"Tis thine to weigh the World in equal Scales, 

And chide the conſcious. Soul when Vice prevails 3 
Diſpenſing Juſtice with impartial Hand, 

The mightieſt Pow'rs ſubmit to thy Command 3 
E'en Gods themſelves, tho' in their Actions free, 
Conſult, reſolve, and act as you deeree. 

Great Sovereign Fove, the firſt etherial Name, 
Advisd with thee to form the heav'nly Frame: 
As Truth approv'd, he bid the Fabric riſe, 

And ſpread the azure Mantle of the Skies ; 
Plac'd every Planet in its proper. Sphere, 

Nor rolls this Orb too wide, nor that too near: 
But why thus walk we mindleſs of our Eaſe, 
Expos'd beneath the Sun's meridian Blaze? 
Better retire, and ſhun the ſcorching Ray, 

Till fanning Zephyrs cool our Evening Way. 
Hear how yon limpid Streams run murm'ring by;, 
And tunefut Birds their ſylvan Notes apply: 

See fragrant Shrubs along the Border grow, 


And waving. Shades beneath the Poplar-bough. 
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All theſe invite us to the River Side, 

To bathe the Limbs, and ſport within the Tide: 

So cool the Stream, the flow'ry Banks fo ſweet, 
Diang's ſelf might covet the Retreat; a 

Nor can a ſhort Diverſion check your Haſte; g 
Freſh Strength will ſoon ſucceed ſuch welcome Reſt; 
As rapid Currents held a while at Bay, 

With ſwifter Force purſue their liquid Way. 


So ſpake the Fantom, and with friendly Look, 
Supporting what ſhe ſaid, approach'd the Brook: 
Truth follow'd, artleſs, unſuſpicious Maid, 
And, in an evil Hour, the Voice obey'd: 

Both at the cryſtal Stream arriv'd, unbound 
Their different Robes ; both caſt them on the Ground, 
The Fiend upon the Margin ling'ring ſtood, | 

The naked Goddeſs leapt into the Flood; 
Sporting ſhe ſwims the liquid Surface o'er, 
Unmindful of the matchleſs Robe ſhe wore. 
Not Falſhood ſo—ſhe, haſty ſeiz'd the Veſt, 
And with the beauteous Spoils herſelf ſhe dreſt ; 
Then wing'd with Joy, outflew the ſwifteſt Wind, 
Her own infernal Robe far left behind. | 
Streight ſhe aſpires above her former State, 
And gains Admiſſion to the Rich and Great; 
Nay, ſuch her daring Pride, that ſome report, 
When thus equipp'd, ſhe boldly went to Court; 
There ſpoke and look'd with ſuch a graceful Air, 
Miſtaken Fame pronounc'd her wiſe and fair, 
She fill'd the Wanton's Tongue with ſpecious Names, 
Jo deal in Wounds and Deaths, in Darts and Flames; 
She prefac'd all her lewd Attempts with Love, 
And Fraud prevail'd where Reaſon could not move. 
At length ſhe mirgled with the learned T brong,. 
And tun'd the Muſes' mercenary Song. 
In all the Labyrinths of Logic ſkill'd, 
She taught the ſubtle Reatoner not to yield: 
inſtructed how to puzzle each Diſpute, 
And boldly baffle Men—tho* not confute: 


Now 
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Now at the Bar ſhe play'd the Lawyer's Part, 

And ſhap'd out Wrong and Right by Rules of Art; 
Now in the Senate rais'd her pompous Tone, 
Talfd much of public Good, but meant her own, 
Oft to the Olympian Field ſhe turn'd her Eyes, 
And taught the Racers how to gain the Prize. 

In Schools and Temples too, ſhe claim'd a Share, 
While Falſhood's ſelf admir'd her Influence there, 


Deluded Truth obſerv'd the Fraud too late, 
Nor knew ſhe to repair the Loſs ſo great: 
In yain her heav'nly Robes ſhe ſighing ſeeks, 
In vain the humid Pear's bedew her Cheeks; 
In vain ſhe tears the Laurel from her Hair, 
While Nature ſeems to ſympathize her Care : 
The glowing Flow'rs, that crown the enamell'd Meads, 
Weep fragrant Dews, and hung their drooping Heads : 
The ſylvan Choirs, as conſcious of her Pains, 
Deplore the Loſs in melancholy Strains. 
Thus penſive and uncloth'd, upon the Shore 
She {tands, and ſees the Robe which Falſhood wore: 
Neteited Sight ! no longer now the mourns, 
But, Grief to Rage transform” d, with Anger burns; 
Inte the Stream the helliſh Robe the toſt, 
Aud ſcorn'd a Habit ſo unlike the loſt. 


Hence Truth now naked roves, as in D ſgrace; 
None but the Wiſe and Virtuous ſee her Face : 
From Cities far ſhe modeſtly retreats, 

From buſy Scenes of Life to peaceful Seats : 

Is chiefly found in lonely Fields and Cells, 
Where Silence reigns, and Contemplation dwells, 
Hence Falſhood cheats us in the fair Diſzuiſe, 
And ſcems Truth's Self to all unwary Eyes ; j 


Triumphs and thrives, in Pow'r, and Wealth, and Fame, 


And builds her Glory on her Rival 8 Name: : 
With Safety dares to flatter, fawn, and ſooth; 
For who knows Falthood when array'd like Truth ? 


LuxURyY 
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LUXURY and WANT. A VISION. 


s late I mus'd on Fortune's Ebb and Flow, 
Life's airy Pleaſures, and ſubſtantial Woe, 
The thoughtleſs Mirth that laughs in Pleaſures Eye, 
The boaſt of Vice and Pride of Vanity; 

O'er nodding Reaſon downy Slumbets ſtole, 
And Fancy's Viſion open'd on my Soul; 
Aloft, en proud Jonic Columns rear'd, 
A ſumptuous Dome in ruin'd Pomp appear'd; 
A baſeleſs Pillar here, with Moſs o'er grown, 
Preſs'd Earth's green Boſom with a Length of Stone; 
There, a tall Portal, ſculptur'd once fo gay, 
| Records no Story but its own Decay. 


J enter'd—QCrouds, who bluſh'd to be deſcry'd, 
With famiſh'd Looks, thro' mouldring Arches glide; 
I paus'd, and curious as I gaz'd around, 

Saw a lean Hag lie ſtrech'd along the Ground; 
Round either Arm a tatter'd Rag ſhe drew, 

Her Shame conceal'd with Rags of various Hue; 
A Cloth her Forehead bound, her Legs were bare, 
And foul and clotted was her grizzled Hair, 


“W Whence and what art thou, Wretch ?” ſurpris'd, 
I cry'd . 

Want is my Name, well known, the Wretch reply'd; 

The Work of Luxury, this loſty Dome, 

So righteous Jo ordains, is now my Home. 

Time was, this Roof return'd the dulcet Voice 

Of Muſic, blended with a Critic's Choice. 

Jependent thence a thouſand Tapers glow'd, 

The Vine's rich Juice from Silver Fountains flow'd ; 

An hundred Dainties o'er the Board were ſpread, 

And all Arabian's ſpicy Fragrance ſhed. 

The Velvet Couche:, and the cuſhion'd Chair, 

Swell'd bigh with Down, as ſoft as-Summer's Air; 

And Female Beauty, ſmiling o'er the Scene, 

Spread Joy around, of every Joy the Queen 
„Then 
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“ Then at theſe Doors by Hunger and by Grief 
Oppreſs'd, with ſuppliant Voice I fought Relief: 
Relief I ſought, alas ! but ſought in vain, 

Wich poignant Taunt rebuk'd, and ſour Diſdain. 

The batt'ning Prieſt, with ſupercilious Face, 

Inferr'd with Indigence the Want of Grace. 

The Lawyer, in quaint Terms, with Looks demure, 
Gave Hints of Statutes againſt vagrant Poor. 

Unmov'd and cool the garter'd Stateſman cry'd, 

For me, fit Refuge Colonies ſupply'd. 

I ſigh'd in Secret, and to Heav'n my Heart 

Aſcending, Heav'n in Pity took my Part. 

Loud Thunder roll'd—the Fabric from its Baſe 

Shook, and proud Luxury vaniſh'd from the Place, 

Th' aſtoniſn'd Croud their Patron's Fall deplore, 

And pale and trembling iſſue from the Door, 

] enter'd, prompted by a Voice divine, 

Which thrice repeated Want ! this Pile is thine ; 
For know, by Fove and Fate it ſtands decreed, 

Where Lux'ry riots, thou ſhalt ſtill ſucceed, 

Here unmoleſted from that Hour I reign, 

And all the Court of Lux'ry forms my Train; 
Here ſtill receiv'd by me, as hither driv'n, 

By keen Neceſſity, the Scourge of Heav'n: 

Theſe are the Wretches which around me throng ; 

To me the Lawyer, Stateſman, Prieſt belong.“ 


She ceas'd; her Wards ſuch ſtrong Emotions bred, 
They wak'd me trembling, and the Viſion fled, 
Save me from Lux'ry, gracious Heav'n, I pray'd, 
That Want's drear Haunts my Steps may ne'er invade, 


—— 
— 


_— 


— 


The HUSBANDMAN's MEDITATION z%½ the Fields, 
T7 1TH toilſome Steps when I purſue, 
O'er breaking Clods, the Ploughſhare's Way, 
Lord teach my mental Eye to view 
My native diſſoluble Clay. | | 
I | And 
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And when with Seed I ſtrew the Earth, 
To Thee all Praiſes let me give, 
Whoſe Hand prepar'd me for the Birth, 

W hoſe Breath inform'd, and bade me live. 
Pleas'd I behold the ſtately Stem 
Support its bearded Hononr's Load. 
Thus, Lord, ſuſtain'd by thee, I came 


To Manhood, thro' Youth's dangerous Road, 


Purging from noxious Herbs the Grain, 
Oh ! may I learn to purge my Mind 

From Sin, rank Weed of deepeſt Stain, 
Nor leave one baneful Root behind. 


When Blaſt deſtroys the opening Ear, 
Is. ife, thus replete with various Woe, 
Warns me to ſhun with itudious Care 
Pride, my moſt deadly, latent Foe. 


When Harveſt comes, the yellow Crop 
Prone to the Reaper's Sickle yields; 

And I beneath Death's Scythe muſt drop, 

And ſoon or late forſake theſe Fields. 


W hen future-Crops in filent Hoards, 
Sleep for a While, to Service dead ; 
Thy Emblem this, Oh, Grave! affords 
The Path of Life, which all muſt tread. 


ODE 6 SPRING 


- Thy bleſt Return on genial Wing 
| Inſpires my Janguid Lays: 

No more I fleep in Sloth ſupine, > 

When all Creation at thy Shrine : 

Its annual Tribute pays. 

Eſcap'd from Winter's freezing Pow'r, 

Each Bloſſom greets thee, and each Flow'r ; 
And, foremoſt of the Train, 

By Nature—(artleſs Handmaid)---dreft 

The Snowdrop comes in lily'd Veſt, 
Prophetic of thy Reign, 


I OUTH of the Year, delightful Spring KH 


= 


— 
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The Lark now ſtrains her tuneful Throat, 
And ev'ry loud and ſprightly Note 

Calls Echo from her Cell: 

Be warn'd, ye Maids, that liſten round, 
A beauteous Nymph became a Sound, 

The Nymph, who lov'd too well, 

The bright-hair'd Sun, with Warmth benign, 
Bids Tree, and Shrub, and ſwelling Vine, 

I heir infant Buds diſplay : 
Again the Streams refreſn the Plains, 
Which Winter bound in icy Chains, 

Aud fpatkling bleſs his Ray, | 
Life-giving Zephyrs breathe around, 
And inſtant glows th' enamell'd Ground 

With Nature's varied Hue; 

Nat fo returns our Youth decay'd, 
Alas, nor Air, nor Sun, nor Shade 
The Springs of Life renew. 


The Sun's too quick revolving Beam 
Apace diſſolves the human Dream, 
And brings th' appointed Hour; 
Too late we catch his parting Ray, 
And mourn the idly-waſted Day 
No longer in our Power. 


Then happieſt he, whoſe lengthen'd Sight 
Purſues, by Virtue's conſtant Light, 
A Hope beyond the Skies 
Where frowning Winter ne'er ſhall come, 
But roſy Spring for ever bloom, 

And Suns eternal riſe. 
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F TE 6 6. ae. oh 
Written in a Country Church-yard. 


HE Curfew tolls the Knell of parting Day, 
The lowing Herd winds ſlowly o'er the Lea, 
The Plowman homeward plods his weary Way, 
And leaves the World to Darkneſs and to me, 

Now fades the glimmering Landſkip on the Sight, 
And all the Air a folem Stillneſs holds; 

Save where the Beetle wheels his droning Flight, 
Or drowſy Tinkling lulls the diſtant Folds : 

Save that from vonder! ivy-mantled Tower, 
The moping Owl does to the Moon complain 
Of ſuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret Bower, 
Moleſt der ancient ſolitary Reign. 

Beneath theſe rugged Elms that Yew-tree's Shade, 
Where heaves the Turf in many a mould'ring Heap, ; 
Fach in his narrow Cell for ever laid, 

The rude Forefathers of the Hamlet fleep. 

The breezy Call of Incenſe-breathing Morn, 
The lion: twitt'ring ſrom her Straw-built Shed, 
The Cock's ſhrill Clarion, or the echoing Horn 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly Bed. 
For them no more the blazing Hearth ſhall burn, 
Or buſy Houſewife ply her Evening Care, 

No Children run to liſp their Sire's Return, 
Or climb his Knees the envied Kiſs to ſhare. 

Oft did the Harveſt to the Sickle yield, 
Their Harrow oft the ſtubborn Glebe had broke, 
How jocund did they drive their Team afield ! _ 
How bow'd the Woods beneath their ſturdy Stroke! 

Let not Ambition mock their uſeful Toil, 
Their homely Joys and Deſtiny obſcure, 

Nor Grandeur hear, with a diſdainful Smile, 
The ſhort and {imple Annals of the Poor. 
T he Boaſt of Heraldry, the Pomp of Pow'r, 

And all that Beauty-all that Wealth e'er gav , 
Await alike th' inevitable Hour; 

The Paths of Glory lead but to the Grave. 4 
OT 
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Nor you, ye Proud, impute to thoſe the Fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er their Tombs no Trophies raiſe, 
Where thro? the long-drawn Ifle and fretted Vault, 
he pealing Anthem ſwells the Note of Praiſe, 
Can ſtory'd Urn, or animated Buſt, 
Back to its Manſion call the fleeting Breath? 
Can Honour's Voice provoke the filent Duſt, 
Or Flatt'ry ſooth the dull cold Ear of Death ? 
Perhaps in this neglected Spot is laid, 
Some Heart once pregnant with celeſtial Fire; 
Hands that the Reins of Empire might have ſway'd, 
Or wak'd to Extaſy the living Lyre.. 
But Knowledge to their Eyes her ample Page, 
Rich with the Spoils of Time, did ne'er unrol ; 
Chill Penury repreſs'd their noble Rage, 
And froze the genial Current. of the Soul. 
Full many a Gem of pureſt Ray ſerene 
The dark unfathom'd Caves of Ocean bear; 
Full many a Flow'r is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its Sweetneſs on the Deſart Air. | 
Some Village Hampden, that with dauntleſs Breaſt, 
The little Tyrant of his Fields withſtood; | 
Some mute, inglorious Milton here may reſt; 
Some Cromwell, guiltleſs of his Country's Blood. 
The Applauſe of liſt'ning Senates to command, 
The Threats of Pain and Ruin to deſpiſe, 
To ſcatter Plenty o'er a:\miling Land, 
And read their Hiſt ry in a Nation's Eyes, FE 
Their Lot forbade : Not circumſcrib'd alone 
Their growing Virtues, but their Crimes confin'd, 
Forbade to wade thro' Slaughter to a Throne, 
And ſhut the Gates of Mercy on Mankind. 


Lhe ſtruggling Pangs of conſcious Truth to hide, 


To quench the Bluſhes of ingenuous Shame, 

Or heap the Shrine of Luxury and Pride 

With Incenſe kindled at the Muſe's Flame. 
Far from the madding Croud's ignoble Strife, 

Their fober Withes never learn'd to ſtray; 


Ee 3 Along 
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Along the cool ſequeſter'd Vale of Life, 
They kept the notſeleſs Tenor of their Way. 
Yet cen theſe Bones from Inſult to protect 
Some frail Memorial Rill erected meh, 
With uncouth Rhymes and ſhapeleſs Sculpture deck d, 
Implores the paſſing Tribute of a Sigh. 
Their Name, their Years, ſpelt by th' unletter dMufe, 
| The Place of Fame and Elegy ſupply, 
And many a holy Text around ſhe ſtrews, 
Jo teach the ruſtic Moraliſt to die. 
For who to dumb F orgetfulneſs a Prey, 
This pleaſing anxious Being e'er reſign'd, 
Left the warm Precincts of the chearful Day, 
Nor caſt one longing, ling ring look behind | 
On ſome fond Breaſt the parting Soul relies, 
Some ptous Drop the cloſing Eye requires; 
Ev'n from the Tomb the Voice of Natures cries, 
Kun in our Aſhes live theit wonted Fires. 
| _ For thee, who mindful of the unhonour'd Dead, 
Doit in theſe Lines their artleſs Tale relate, 
If Chance by lonely Contemplation led, 
Some kindred Spirit ſhall enquire thy Fate : = 
Haply tome hoary- headed Swain may ſay, 
„Oft have we ſeen him at the Peep of Dawn 
Bruſhing with haſty Steps the Dews away, 
To meet the Sun upon the upland Lawn. 
There at the Foot of yonder nodding Beach, 
That wreaths. its odd fantaſtic Roots fo high, 
His liftleſs Length at Noon- tide would he ſtretch 
And pore upon the Brook that babbles by : 
ard by yon Wood, now ſmiling as in Scorn, 
_ Mutt'ring his wayward Fancies he would rove, 
Now droeping, woeful, wan, like one ſorlorn, 
Or craz'd with Care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs Love. 
One Morn I mits'd. him on th” accuſtom'd Hill, 
Along the Heath and near his fav'rite Tree; 
Another came, nor yet beſide the Rill, 
Nor up the Law Fs nor at the Wood was he: 


The 
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The next, with Dirges due, in ſad Array, | 
Slow thro” the Church way Path we faw him borne; 
Approach and read (for thou canſt read the Lay) 
Grav'd on the Stone beneath yon aged Thorn. 

There ſcatter'd oft, the earlieſt of the Year, 

By Hands unſeen are "Showers of Violets found; 
The Redbreaſt loves to build and warble there, 
And little Footſteps lightly print the Ground.“ 


N PE ets his Head upon the tas of Earth, 
A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown © 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble Birth, 


And Melancholy mark'd him for her own. 


Large was 1 Bounty, and 8 Soul ſincerr; 

Heav'n did a Recompence as largely ſend; 

He gave to Miſery (all he had) a Tear : 

He gain'd from Heav'n ( twas all be wiſh) d a J. Lech 


No farther feek his Merits to di iſclaſes 
Or draw his Frailties from their drear Abode, 


(There they alike in trembling Hope ny” 
The _ of his Father and 7 bis God. 


— 


— 


The PANTHER, the Hoxsk, and other BEASTS. 
. 


f HE Man who ſeeks to win the Fair, 
(So Cuſtom ſays) muſt Truth forbear; 
VI "II 


uit fawn and flatter, crin ze and lie, 
And raiſe the Goddeſs to the Sey; 
For Truth is hateful to her Ear, 
A Rudeneſs which ſhe cannot bear ——— 
A Rudeneſs ?---Yes---] 10 5 ak my Tboughts; 
For Truth upbraids her with her Faults, 


How 
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How wretched, Chloe, then am I, 
Who love you, and yet cannot lie; 
And ſtill to make you leſs my Friend, 

I ftrive your Errors to amend. 

But ſhalt the ſenſeleſs Fop impart 

The ſofteſt Paſſion to your Heart, 
While he who tells you honeſt Truth, 

And points to Happineſs your Youth, 

| Determines, by his Care, his Lot, 

And lives neglected and forgot ? 


Truſt me, my Girl, with greater Eaſe, 
Your Taſte for Platt ry I could pleaſe, 

And Similies in each full Line, 

Like Glow-worms in the Dark, ſhould thine: 

What if I ſay your Lips diſcloſe wy 

The Freſhneſs of the op'ning Roſe; 

Or that your Cheeks are Beds of Flow” fs, 

Enripen'd by refreſhing Show'rs; 

Yet certain as theſe Flow'rs ſhall fade, 

Time ev'ry Beauty will invade, 

The Butterfly, of various Hue, 

More than the Flow'r reſembles you: 

Fair, flutt'ring, fickle, buſy Thing, 

To Pleaſure ever on the Wing, 

Gaily coquetting for an Hour, 

To die, and ne'er be thought of more. 


Wou'd you the Bloom of Vouth ſhould aft ? 

*Tis Virtue that muſt bind it faſt 3 

An eaſy Carriage, wholly free 

From four Reſerve, or Levity; 

Good- natur'd Mirth, an open Heart, 

And Looks unſkill' 41 in any Art; 

Humility enough to own 

The Frailties which a Friend makes known : 

And decent Pride, enough to know 

The Worth that Virtue can beſtow. 8 
Theſe 


2 
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Theſe are the Charms which ne'er decay, 
Tho” Youth and Beauty fade away; 


And Time, which all Things elſe removes, 
Still heightens Virtue, and improves, 


Vou'll frown and aſk to what Intent 


This blunt Addreſs to you is ſent ? 


I'll ſpare the Queſtion, and confeſs 
I'd praiſe you, if I Jov'd you Jeſs ; 


But rail, be angry, or complain, 


I will be rude when you are vain. 


Beneath a Lion's peaceful Reign, 


When Beaſts met friendly on the Plain, 


A Panther of majeſtic Port, 
(The vaineſt Female of the Court) 
With ſpotted Skin and Eyes of Fire, 


Fill'd every Boſom with Deſire; 


Where'er ſhe mov'd, a ſervile Croud 
Of fawning Creatures cring'd and bow'd; 


Aſſemblies ev' 3 Week ſhe held, 


(Like modern Balls with Coxcombs fill'd ) 


Where Noiſe and Nonſenſe, and Grimace, 
And Scandal echo'd round the Place. 


Behold the gay, fantaſtic Thing, 
Encircled by the ſpacious Ring : 
Low-bowing, with important Look, 


As firſt in Rank, the Monkey ſpoke. 


„Gad take me, Madam, but I (wears 


„No Angel ever Jook'd fo fair- 
* Forgive my Rudeneſs, but I vow, 
* You were not quite divine till now 


« Thoſe Limbs ! that Shape! and then thoſe A : 
— cloſe them, or the Gazer dies !“ 


Nay, gentle Pug, 5 Goodnels buſh, 
I vow and ſwear, you make me bluth! 


. 
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I ſhall be angry at this Rate las Di 
"Tis fo like Flattery=which I hate. | Ar 

| 5 | a 
The Fox, in deeper Cunning vers'd, T Di 
The Beauties of her Mind rehears'd, | ' Fe 
And talk'd of Knowledge, Taſte, and Senſe, 4 


To which the Fair have vaſt Pretence; 
Vet well he knew them always vain 


Of what they ſtrive not to attain j | 83 
And play'd fo cunningly his Part, | 
That Pug was rival'd in his Art, - 
The Goat avow'd his amerous Flame, | 
And burnt—for what he durſt not name ; 167 
Vet hop'd a Meeting in the Wood EE 
Might make his Meaning underſtood, 8-1 
Half angry at the bold Addreſs, 81 


She frown'd ; but yet ſhe muſt conſeſs, 
Such Beauties might inflame his Blood, 
But ſtill his Phraſe was ſomewhat rude. 


» TIE wh + 
P_ renn N — 
x 7 


The Hog her Neatneſs much admir'd, 
The formal Aſs her Sweetneſs fir'd ; 
Thus all to feed her Folly ſtrove, 

And by their Praiſes ſhar'd her Love. 


The Horſe, whoſe gen'rous Heart diſdain'd | 
Applauſe, by ſervile Flatt'ry gain'd, 
With graceful Courage Silence broke, 
And thus with Indignation ſpoke : ) 
When flatt'ring Monkeys fawn and prate, « | 
They juſtly raiſe Contempt and Hate; | 
For Merits turn'd to Ridicule, 
Applauded by the grinning Fool, 
The artful Fox your Wit commends, 
To lure you to his ſelfiſn Ends; 
From the vile Flatt'rer turn away, 
For Knaves make Friendſhip to betray. 


Diſmiſs 
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Diſmiſs the Train of Fops and Fools, 
And learn to follow Wiſdom's Rules ; 
Such Beauties might the Lion warm, 
Did not your Folly break the Charm ; 
For who would court that lovely Shape, 
To be the Rival of an Ape? 


He ſaid ; and ſnorting in Diſdain, 
Spurn'd at the Croud, and ſought the Plain. 


— ——_ 


- 


- — 


The SPIDER and the BEE. A FABLE. 


F HE Nymph who walks the public Streets, 
1 And ſets her Cap at all ſhe meets, 1 
May catch the Fool who turns to ſtare; 

But Men of Senſe avoid the Snare. 


As on the Margin of the Flood, 

With ſilken Line my Lydia ſtood, 

] ſmil'd to tee the Pains you took, 
To cover over the fraudful Hook. 

Along the Foreſt as we ſtray'd, 

You ſaw the Boy his Lime- T wig ſpread ; 
Gueſs'd you tne Reaſon of his Fear, 
Left, heedleſs, we approach too near! 
For as behind the Buſh we lay, 

The Linnet flutter'd on the Spray. 


Needs there ſuch Caution to delude 
The icaly Fry, and feather'd Brood? 
And think you with inferior Art, 

1o captivate the human Heart ? 


The Maid, who modeſtly conceals 
Her Beauties, while the Rite, reveals; 
Give but a Glimpſe, and Fancy draws 
Whate'er the Grecian Penus was. 
From Eve's firſt Fig-leaf to Brocade, 
All Dreis was meant for Fancy's Aid, 


Which 


| 
? 
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Which evermore delighted dwells 


On what the baſhful Nymph conceals, 


When Celia ſtruts in Man's Attire, 


She ſhews too much to raiſe Deſire; 


But from the Hoop's bewitching Round, 
» : l 
Her very Shoe has Pow'r to wound. 


The roving Eye, the Boſom bare, 
The forward Laugh, the wanton Air, 
May catch the Fop; for Gudgeons ſtrike 
At the bare Hook and Bait alike, 
While Salmon play regardleſs by ; 


Tis Art, like Nature, forms the Fly. 


Beneath a Peaſant's homely Thatch, 


A Spider long had laid her Watch; 
From Morn to Night, with reſtleſs Care, 
HShe ſpun her Web, and wove her Snare: 


Within the Limits of her Reign, 
Lay many heedleſs Captives ſlain, 


Or flutt'ring ſtruggled in the Toils 
To burſt the Chains, and ſhun her Wiles. 


A ftraying Bee that perch'd hard by, 


Beheld her with diſdainful Eye, 


And thus began: Mean Thing, give o'er, 


And lay thy ſlender Threads no more; 
A thoughtleſs Fly or two at moſt, 


Is all the Conquelt thou canſt boaſt ; 
For Bees of Senſe thy Arts evade, 
We ſec ſo plain the Nets are laid, 


The gaudy Tulip that diſplays 


Her ſpreading Foliage to the Gaze, 


That points her Charms at all ſhe ſees, 


And yields to ev'ry wanton Breeze, 


Attracts me not. Where bluſhing grows, 


Guarded with Thorns, the modeſt Role, 


Enamour'd, round and round I fly, 
Or on her fragrant Boſom lie, 


Re- 


> 


ReluQant ſhe my Ardour meets, 


And, baſhful, renders up her Sweets, 


To wifer Heads Attention lend, 


And learn this Leſſon from a Friend: 


She who with Modeſty retires, 
Adds Fuel to her Lover's Fires: 
While ſuch incautious Jilts as you, 
By Folly your own Schemes undo. 


* 8 „ 
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ADP VICE fe BELIN DA. 


HE Counſels of a Friend, Belinda, hear, | 


Too roughly kind to pleaſe a Lady's Ear ; 


Unlike the Flatt'ries of a Lover's Pen, 
Such Truths as Women ſeldom learn from Men, 


Nor think I praiſe you ill, when thus I ſhew 
What Female Vanity might fear to know; 
Some Merit's mine, to dare to be ſincere, 


But greater yours Sincerity to bear. 


Hard is the Fortune that your Sex attends ; 
Women, like Princes, find no real Friends: 


All who approach them, their own Ends purſue, 


Lovers and Miniſters are never true. Be 
Hence oft from Reaſon heedleſs Beauty ſtrays, 


And the moſt truſted Guide the moſt betrays : 
Hence by fond Dreams of fancy'd Pow'r amus'd, 


When moſt you've tyranniz'd, you're moſt abus'd. 


What is your Sex's earlieſt lateſt Care, 
Your Heart's ſupreme Ambition? To be fair, 


For this the Toilet cv'ry Thought einploys, 


Hence all the Toils of Dreſs, and all the Joys: 


And each inſtructed Feature has its Rule: 


And yet how few have learn'd, when this is giv'n, 


Not to diſgrace the partial Boon of Heav'n ? 
How few with all their Pride of Form can move ? 


How few has lovely Nature fram'd for Love? 
BS, 


For this Hands, Lips, and Eyes are put to School, 


D 0 
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Do you, my Fair, endeavour to poſſeſs 

An Elegance of Mind, as well as Dreſs; 
Be that your Ornament, and know to pleaſe 
By graceful Nature's unaffected Eaſe. 


Nor make to dang'rous Wit a vain Pretence, 
But wiſely reſt content with modeſt Senſe; 
For Wit, like Wine, intoxicates the Brain, 
Too ſtrong for feeble Woman to ſuſtain ; 


Of thoſe who claim it, more than Half have none, 


And half of thoſe who have it, are undone. 

Be ſtill ſuperior to your Sex's Atts, 
Nor think 8 a Proof of Parts; 
For you, the plaineſt is the wiſeſt Rule; 
A cunning Woman is a knaviſh Fool. 

Be good yourſelf, nor think another's Shame 
Can raiſe your Merit, or adorn your Fame; 


Prudes rail at Whores, as Stateſmen in Diſgrace 
At Miniſters, becauſe they wiſh their Place. 


Virtue js amiable, mild, ſerene, 


Without all Beauty, and all Peace within: 
The Honour of a Prude is Rage and Storm, 


Tis Uglineſs in its moſt frightful Form: 

Fiercely it ſtands defying Gods and Men, 

As fiery Monſters guard a Giant's Den, 
Seek to be good, but aim not to be great, 

A Woman's nobleſt Station is Retreat; 

Her faireſt Virtues fly from public Sigbt, 


Domeſtic Worth {till ſhuns too ſtrong a Light, 


To rougher Man Ambition's Tak reſign ; 
Tis ours in Senates or in Courts to ſhine : 
To labour for a ſunk, corrupted State, 


Or dare the Rage of Envy, and be great. 


One only Caſe your gentle Breaſts ſhould move, 

TT h'important Buſineſs of your Life is Love: 

To this great Point direct vour conſtant Aim, 
This makes your Happinets, and this your Fame. 


Be 
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Be never cool Reſerve with Paſſion join'd; 

Love not at all, or elſe be fondly kind; 

In this, Extremes alone can truely bleſs, 
The Virtue of a Lover is Exceſs. | 


Contemn the little Pride of giving Pain, 
Nor think that Conqueſt juſtifies Diſdain; 
Short is the Period of inſulting Pow'r 
Offended Cupid finds his vengeful Hour, 
Soon will reſume the Empire which he gave, 
And ſoon the Tyrant ſhall become the Slave. 


Bleſt is the Maid, and worthy to be bleſt, 
Whoſe Soub's entire by him ſhe loves poſſeſt; 
Feels ev'ry Vanity in Fondneſs loſt, | 
And aiks no Pow'r but that of pleaſing moſt: 

Hers is the Bliſs in fweet Return to prove, 
The honeſt Warmth of undiſſembled Love; 
For her inconſtant Man might ceaſe to range, 
And Gratitude forbid Deſire to change. 


Thus I, Belinda, would your Charms improve, 
And form your Heart to all the Arts of Love. 
The Taſk were harder to ſecure my own, 
Againſt the Pow'r of thoſe already known; 
For well you twiſt the ſecret Chains that bind 
With gentle Force the cantivated Mind ; 

Skill'd ev'ry ſoft Attraction to employ, _ 
Fach flatt'ring Hope, and each alluring Joy; 
I own your Genius, and from you receive 


The Rules of pleaſing, which to you l give. 


F f 2 
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The Story of PALEMON and LAVINIA. 


| HE lovely young Lavinia once had Friends, 
And Fortune ſmil'd, deceitful, on her Birth ; 

For in her helpleſs Years depriv'd of all, 

Of every Stay, ſave Innocence and Heay'n, 


She with her widow'd Mother, feeble, old 


And poor, liv'd in a Cottage, far retir'd 
Among the Windings of a woody Vale; 

By Solitude and deep ſurrounding Shades, 
But more by baſhful Modeſty conceal'd. 
Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel Scorn 


Which Virtue, ſunk to Poverty, would meet 


From giddy Faſhion and low-minded Pride : 
Almoſt on Nature's cominon Bounty fed, 
Like the gay Birds that ſung them to Repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of To-morrow's Fare. 

Her Form was freſher than the Morning Roſe 
When the Dew wets its Leaves; unſtain'd and pure 
As is the Lily, or the Mountain Snow, 

The modeſt Virtues mingled in her Eyes; 

Still on the Ground dejected, darting all 
Their humid Beams into the blooming Flowers: 
Or when the mournful Tale her Mother told, 


Of what her faithleſs Fortune promis'd once, 


Thrill'd in her Thought, they like the dewy Star 


Of Evening, ſhone in Tears, A native Grace 


Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſh'd Limbs, 
Veil'd in a {imple Robe, their beſt Attire, 
Beyond the Pomp of Dreſs ; for Lovelineſs 
Needs not the foreign Aid of Ornament, 


But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt : 


Thoughtleſs of Beauty, ſhe was Beauty's Self, 


Recluſe amid the cloſe-embowering Woods; 


As in the hollow Breaſt of Af penine, | 
Beneath the Shelter of encircling Hills, [| 
A myrtle riſes far from human Eyes, 

And breathes its balmy Fragrance o'er the Wild; 
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So flouriſh'd, blooming, and unſeen by all, 
The ſweet Lavinia; till at length, compell'd 
By ſtrong Neceſſity's ſupreme Command, 
With ſmiling Patience in her Looks, ſhe went 
To glean Palemon's Fields. The Pride of Swains 
Palemon was,---the Gen'rous, and the Rich, 
Who led the rural Life in all its Joy 
And Elegance; ſuch as Arcadian Song 
Tranſmits from ancient, uncorrupted Times, 
When Tyrant Cuſtom had not ſhackled Man, 
But free to follow Nature was the Mode. 

He then, his Fancy with autumnal Scenes 
Amuſing, chanc'd beſide his Reaper- train 
To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his Eye 
Unconſcious of her Pow'r, and turning quick 
With unaffected Bluſhes from his Gaze 
He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw nor Half 
The Charms her downcaſt Modeſty conceal'd. 
That very Moment, Love and chaſte Deſire 
Sprung in his Boſom, to himſelf unknown ; 
For ftill the World prevail'd, and its dread Laugh, 

Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn, 
Should his Heart own a Gleaner in the Field: 
And thus in ſecret to his Soul he ſigh'd: 

What Pity ! that ſo delicate a Form, 
« By Beauty kindled, where enliv*ning Senſe, _ 
« And more than vulgar Goodneſs ſeem to dwell, 
« Should be devoted to the rude Embrace 
4 Of ſome indecent Clown? She looks, methinks, 
« Of old Acaſto's Line; and to my Mind 
<« Recalls that Patron of my happy Life, 
« From whom my liberal Fortune tooks its Riſe, 
«© Now to the Duſt gone down; his Houſes, Lands, 
« And once fair ſpreading Family diſſolv'd. 
« *Tis ſaid that in ſome lone obſcure Retreat, 
„ Urg'd by Remembrance ſad, and decent Pride, 
„Far from thoſe Scenes which knew their better Days, 
His aged Widow and his Daughter live, 
= — x « Whom 
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« Whom yet my fruitleſs Search could never find: 
© Romantic Wiſh, would this the Daughter were !” 


When, ſtrit enquiring from herſelf, he found 
She was the ſame, the Daughter of his Friend, 
Of bountiful Acaſto; who can ſpeak 
The mingled Paſſions that ſurpriz'd his Heart, 
And thro” his Nerves in ſhiv'ring Tranſports ran? 
Then blaz'd his ſmother'd Flame, avow'd and bold 
And as he view'd her, ardent o'er and o'er, - 
Love, Gratitude, and Pity wept at once, 
Confus'd and frighten'd at his ſudden Tears, 
Her riſing Beauties fluſh'd a higher Bloom, 
And thus Paizmon, paſſionate and juſt, 
Pour'd out the pious Rapture of his Soul : 


And art thou then Acaſto's dear Remains? 

ce She, whom my teſtleſs Gratitude has ſought 
So long in vain? Oh yes ! the very fame, 
„Ihe ſoften'd Image of my noble Friend; 

« Alive his every Feature, every Look, 
More elegantly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 
<< 'Thou ſole ſurviving Bloſſom from the Root 
„That nouriſh'd up my Fortune, ſay, ah where, 
In what ſequeſter'd Deſart haſt thou drawn 


The kindeſt Aſpect of delighted Heav'n, 


Into ſuch Beauty ſpread, and blown fo fair, 
© Tho' Poverty's cold Winds, and cruſhing Rain, 
Beat keen and heavy on thy tender Tears 


O let me now, into a richer Soil 


©: Tranſplant thee ſafe ! where vernal Suns and Show'rs 

„ fPiftuſe their warmeſt, largeſt Influence; 

And of my Garden be the Pride and Joy! 

It ill befits thee, oh it ill befits 

« Acaſts's Daughter, his, whoſe open Stores, 

« Tho' vaſt, were little to his ample Heart, 

«© The Father of a Country, thus to pick 

© The very Refuſe of thoſe Harveſt Fields, 

Which from his bounteous Friendſhip I enjoy. 
| e « Then 
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ee Then throw that ſhameful Pittance from thy Hand, 
„Rut ill applied to ſuch a rugged Taſk; 


4 Theſe Fields, the Maſter, all, my Fair, are thine z 


If to the various Bleſſings Which thy Houſe 
« Has on me laviſh'd, thou wilt add that Bliſs, 
« 'The deareſt Bliſs, the Power of bleſſing thee.” 


Here ceas'd the Youth; yet ſtill his ſpeaking Eye 
Expreſs'd the ſacred Triumph of his Soul, 
With conſcious Virtue, Gratitude, and Love, 
Above the vulgar Joy divinely rais'd; 
Nor waited he Reply. Won by the Charm 
Of Goodneſs irreſiſtible, and all 
In ſweet Diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd Conſent. 
The News immediate to her Mother brought, 
_ While, pierc'd with anxious Thought, ſhe pin'd "my 
The lonely Moments for Lavinia's Fate; 
Amaz'd, and ſcarce believing what ſhe heard, 
Joy ſeiz d her wither' d Veins, and one bright Gleam 
Ot ſetting Life ſhone on her Evening Hours, 
Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy Pair; 
Who flouriſh'd long in ten. >r Bliſs, and rear'd 
A numerous Offspring, lovely like themſelves 
And good, the Grace of all the Country round. 


CY ——_ 
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The LADY*s . GLASS. 


\ELIA and I, the other Day, 

| | Walk'd o'er the Sand-hills to the Sea; 
he ſetting Sun adorn'd the Coaſt, 

His Beams entire, his Fierceneſs loſt z 

And on the Surface of the Deep, 

The winds lay only not aſleep; 


Screnely pleaſant, calmly fair; 
volt fell her Words, as flew the Air. 


The Nymph did like the Scene appear, g 


Wich 


— 
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With ſecret Joy I heard her ſay, - 7 


T hat ſhe would never miſs one Day 
A Walk ſo fine, a Sight ſo gay. 


But, oh the Change] the winds grew high; 
Impending Tempeſts charge the Sky; | I 
The Light'ning flies, the Thunder roars, 0 

And big Waves lafh the frighten'd Shores; 
Struck with the Horror of the Sight, 
Fhe turns her Head, and wings her Flight: 
And trembling vows, ſhe'll ne'er again, 
Approach the Shore, or view the Main. 


| Once more at leaſt look back, ſaid I; 

| Thy ſelf in that large Glaſs deſcry : 
When thou art in Good humour dreſt, 
When gentle Reaſon rules thy Breaſt, 

| The Sun upon the calmeſt Sea 

Appears not Half ſo bright as thee : 

*Tis then that with Delight I rove 

Upon the boundleſs Depth of Love; 

I bleſs my Chain, I hand my Oar, 

Nor think on all J left on Shore, 


| But when vain Doubts and groundleſs Fear 
Da Calia's lovely Boſom tear; 

When the big Lip and wat'ry Eye 

Tell me the riſing Storm is nigh; 
*Tis then thou art yon angry Main, | 
Deform'd by Winds, and daſh'd by Rain; 
And the poor Sailor, that muſt try 0 
Its Fury, labours leſs than J. 


fF Shipwreck'd, in vain to Land I make, F 
While Love and Fate ſtill drive me back; ; 
Forc'd to doat on in thy own Way, : 

I chide thee firſt, and then obey, 

| Wretched when from thee, vext when nigh, 

I with thee, or without thee, die, 

1 The 


She ſigh'd; ſhe ſmil'd ; and to the Flow 18 
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The GARLAND, 


HE Pride of every Grove I choſe, 
i The Violet . and Lily fair, 
'T he dappled Pink, and bluſhing Roſe, 
T o deck my charming Chloe's Hair. 


At Morn the Nymph vouchſaf'd to place 
Upon her Brow the various Wreath; 

The Flow rs leſs blooming than her Face, 
The Scent leſs fragrant than her Breath, 


The Flow” rs ſhe wore along the Day 
And cv'ry Nymph and Shepherd ald, 

That in her Hair they look'd more gay 
T'han glowing in their native Bed. 


Undreſs'd at Evening, when ſhe found 
T heir Odours loſt, their Colour paſt, 

She chang'd her Look ; and on the Ground 
Her Garland and her Eyes ſhe caſt, | 


The Eye dropt Senſe diſtinct and clear, 

As any Muſe's Tongue could ſpeak; 
When from its Lid a pearly Tear 

Ran trickling down her beauteous Check, 


Diſſembling, what J knew too well, 
My Love, my Life, ſaid J, explain 
This change of Humour : Prythee tell, 
The falling Tear---what does it mean? 


Pointing, the lovely Mor'liſt ſaid: 
See; Friend, in ſome few flecting Hours, 


See yoader, what a Change is made. 


Ah me! the blooming Pride oſ May 
And that of Beauty are but one; 
At Morn both flouriſh bright and: gay, 


Both fade at Evening, pale, and gone. D 
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At Dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung ! 
The am'rous Youth around her bow'd : 
At Night her fatal Knell was rung; 

I ſaw and kiſs'd her in her Shroud, 


Such as ſhe is, who dy'd To-day, 5 
Such I, alas, may be To- morrow; | 5 

Go, Dumon, bid thy Muſe diſplay 
The Juitice of thy Chloe's Sorrow. 5 I 
8 04 


J ae Rwy pn mn of 490 . a 
The MERRY ANDREW, 


LY Merry Andrew, the laſt Southwark Fair, 

(At Barths?mew he did not much appear, ; 
So peeviſh was the Edict of the Mayor :) - 
At Southwark, therefore, as his Tricks he ſhew'd, 
To pleaſe our Maſters, and his Friends the Croud, 
A huge Neat's Tongue he in his Right -hand held, 
His Left was with a good Black-pudding fill'd: 5 
With a grave Look, in this odd Equipage, =_ 
The clowniſh Mimic traverſes the Stage +1 
Why how now, Andrew, cries his Brother Droll, i? 

To-day's Conceit, methinks, is ſomething dull: 
Come on, Sir, to our worthy Friends explain, 

W hat does your emblematic Worſhip mean ? 

Quoth Andrew, honeſt Engliſb let us ſpeak, 

Your emblem---(what do you call't) is heathen Gree?, 
To Tongue or Pudding thou haſt no Pretence, 
Learning thy Talent is; but mine is Senſe. 

That buſy Fool I was which thou art now, N 
Deſirous to correct, not knowing how ; _ | 
With very good Deſign, but little Wit, 
Blaming or praifing Things as I thought fit. 
I for this Conduct had what I deſerv'd: 
And dealing honeſtly, was almoſt ſtarv'd. 
But, Thanks to my indulgent Stars, I eat, 
Since I have found the Secret to be great. 


n 1 . 
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O deareſt 
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O deareſt Andrew, ſays the humble Droll, 


Henceforth may I obey and thou control, 
Provided thou impart'ſt thy uſeful Skill; 
Bow then, ſays Andrew, and for once I will.--< 


Be of your Patron's Mind, whate'er he ſays; 


Sleep very much, think little, and talk leſs ; 
Mind neither Good nor Bad, nor Right nor Wrong; 
But eat your Pudding, Slave, and hold your Tongue. 


A rev'rend Prelate ſtopp'd his Coach and Six, 
To laugh a little at our Andrew's Tricks; 
But when he heard him give this golden Rule, - 
Drive on, he cry'd, this Fellow is no Fool. 


— 


—_— 
* 
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AMBITION and CONTENT. A F ABI. 


2 HILE yet the World was young, and Men 


were few, 
Nor lurking Fraud, nor tyrant Rapine knew; 
In Virtue rude, the gaudy Arts my ſcorn'd, 
Which, Virtue loſt, degenerate Times adorn'd: 


No ſumptuous fabtics yet were ſeen to riſe, 


Nor guſhing Fountains taught to invade the Skies; 


With Nature Art had not begun the Strife, 


Nor (ſwelling Marble roſe to mimic Life: 
No Pencil yet had learn'd t'expreſs the Fair: 
The bounteous Earth was all their homely Care, 


Then did Content exert her genial Sway, 


And taught the peaceful World her Pow'r t'obey ; 


Content, a Female of celeſtial Race, 
Bright and complete in each celeſtial Grace; 
Serene ly fair ſhe was, as riſing Day, 

And brighter than the Sun's meridian Ray: 
Joy of all Hearts, Delight of ev'ry Eye, 


Nor Grief nor Pain appear'd when ſhe was by 


Her Preſence from the Wretched baniſh'd Care, 
Diſpers'd the ſwelling Sigh, and ſtopt the falling Tear. 
| | Long 
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Long did the Nymph her regal State maintain, 
As long Mankind were bleſt beneath her Reign; 
Till dire Ambition, helliſh Fiend ! aroſe, 
To plague the World, and baniſh Man's Repoſe: 
A Monſter ſprung from that rebellious Crew, 
Which mighty Fove's Phlegæran Thunder flew, 
Reſolv'd to diſpoſſeſs the Royal Fair, TIN 
On all her Friends he threaten'd open War : 
Fond of the Novelty, vain, fickle Man, 


In Crouds to his infernal Standard ran; 
And the weak Maid, defenceleſs left alone, 


T*avoid his Rage, was forc'd to quit the Throne, 


It chanc'd as wand'ring thro? the Fields ſhe ſtray'd, 
Forſook of all and deſtitute of Aid, 
Upon a riſing Mountain's flow'ry Side, 
A pleaſant Cottage, roof'd with Turf, ſhe ſpy'd: 
Faſt by a gloomy venerable Wood 
Of ſhady Plains, and ancient Oaks, it ſtood : 
Around, a various Proſpect charm'd the Sight: 


Here waving Harveſts clad the Fields with White: 


Here a rough ſhaggy Rock the clouds did pierce, 


From which a Torrent ruſh'd with rapid Force: 


Here Flocks and Herds in flow'ry Valleys play'd, 
While o'er the matted Graſs the liquid Cryſtal firay'd. 
In this ſweet Place there dwelt a chearful Pair, 


Here Mountain Woods diffus'd a duſky-Shade, | 


TT ho' bent beneath the weight of many a Year ; 


Who wiſely flying public Noiſe and Strife, 


In this obſcure Retreat had paſs'd their Life; 


The Hufband Induſtry was call'd, Prugalitythe Wife. 
With rendereft Friendſhip mutually bleſt, 

No Houſhold Jars had e'er diſturb'd their Reſt. 

A num'rous Octspring grac'd their homely Board, 
That ſtill with Nature's ſimple Gifts was ſtor'd. 
The Father rural Buſineſs only knew, 


The Sens the ſame delightful Art purſue : 


An only Daughter as a Goddeſs fair, 
Above the relt was the fond Mother's Care : 
Plenty 
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Plenty; the brighteſt Nymph of all the Plain, 
Each Heart's Delight, ador'd by every Swain. 


Soon as Content this charming Scene eſpy'd, 
Joyful within herſelf the Goddeſs cry'd : 

This happy Sight my drooping Heart doth raiſe, 
'The Gods, I hope, will grant me gentler Days; 
When with Proſperity my Life was bleſt, 

In yonder Houſe I've been a welcome Gueſt ; 
There now, perhaps, I may Protection find, 
For Royalty is baniſh'd from my Mind : 

I'll thither haſte : How happy ſhou'd I be, 

If ſuch a Refuge were reſerv'd for me | 


Thus ſpoke the Fair, and ftraizht ſhe bent her Way 


'To the tall Mountain where the Cottage lay : 


Arrived, ſhe makes her chan2'd Condition known 


Tells how the Rebels drove her from the Throne 


What painful, dreary Wilds ſhe'd wander'd o'er, 
And Shelter from the Tyrant doth implore. 


The faithful aged Pair at once were ſeiz'd 


With Joy and Grief, at once were pain'd and pleas'd. 


Grief for their baniſh'd Queen their Hearts poſleſt, 
And Joy ſucceeded for their future Gueſt: _ 
And if you'll deign, bright Goddeſs, here to dwell, 
And with your Preſence grace our humble Cell, 
Whate'er the Gods have giv'n with bounteous Hand, 
Our Harveſts, Fields, and Flocks, our All command. 


Meanwhile Ambition on his Rival's Flight, 
Sole Lord of Man, attain'd his Wiſh's Height; 
Of all Dependence on his Subjects ceas'd, | 
He rang'd without a Curb, and did whate'cr he pleas'd ; 
As ſome wild Flame, driv'n on by furious Winds, 
Wide ſpreads Deſtruction, nor Reſiſtance finds ; 


So ruſh'd the Fiend, deſtructive o'er the Plain, 


Defac'd the Labours of the induſtrious Swain; 
G g Polluted 
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Polluted eyery Stream with human Gore, 
And {catter'd Plagues and Death from Shore to Shore. 


Great Fove beheld it from th Olympian Tow? rs, 
Where Fate aſſembled all the heav'nly Pow'rs ; 5 
Then with a Nod that ſhook th' empyrean Throne, 
Thus the Saturnian Thunderer begun: 

You fee, immortal Inmates of the Skies, 

* How this vile Wretch almighty Pow'r defies : 

His darling Crimes, the Blood which he has ſplit, 
Demand a Torment equal to his Guilt : 

Then, Cyprian Goddeis, let thy mighty Boy 
Swift to the Tyrant's guilty Palace fly ; 

There let him chuſe his ſharpeſt, hotteſt Dart, 
And with his former Rival wound his Heart. 
And thou, my Son, (the God to Hermes ſaid) 
Snatch: up thy Wand, and plume thy Heels and Head ; 
Dart thro? the yielding Air with all thy Force, 
Anddown to Pluto's Realms direct thy Courſe ; . 
There rouſe Oblivion from her ſable Cave, 
Where Cyll ſhe ſits oy Lethe's luggith Wave; 
Command her.to ſecure the ſacred Bound, 

Where lives Content retir'd'; *and all around 
Diffuſe the deepeſt Glooms bf §tygian Night, 

And icreen the Virgin from the Tyrant 8 Sight, 
That the Vain Purpoſe of his Life may try 

Still to explore, what ſtill eludes his Eye, 


.; Heſpoke; loud Praiſes ſhake the bright Abode, 


Y | Ang all applaud the Juſtice of the God. 


* l , , 
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HESE, as they change, Almighty Father theſe 
Are but the varied Gop. The rolling Fear 
Is tull of Thee, Forth in the pleaſing Spring 
Thy Beauty walks, thy Tenderneſs and Love. 
Wide fluſh the Fields, the ſoft'ning Air is Balm; 
Echo the Mountains round; the Foreſt ſmiles; . 
And every Senſe, and every Heart is Toy. 
Then comes thy Glory in the Summer Months, 
With Light and Heat refulgent, Then % Sun 
Shoots full Perfection thro ough the ſwelling Jar; 
And oft thy Voice in dreadful Thunder ſea! <S 3 
ma oft at Dawn, deep Noon, or falling Eve, 
Brooks and Groves in hollow-whiſpering Gales, 
70 Bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, 


And ſpreads a common Feaſt fot all that live, 


In Winter, awful Thou with Clouds and Storms 
Around Thee thrown, I' empeit o'er Tempeſt roll'd. 
Majeſtic Darkneſs! on the Whirlwind's Wit ngs, 
Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the World adore, 

And humb! eſt Nature With % Northern Blatt, 


Myſterious Round ! what Skill, what Force divine, 


Deep felt in theſe appear ! a ſimple Frain, 


Yet fo delightful mix'd, 10 ſuch kin 1 Art, 
Such Beauty and Bencficenee combin'd, 
Shade, unperceiv'u, ſo foft'ning into 8h 8 


And all fo forming an narm aol Whole, 


That as they itil! Tucceed, ey raviſh ſtill. 


But wand'ring oft, with a unconſclous fs 


Man maiks not . marks rot the mighty Klan, # 
'T hat, ever buſy, wheels the tilent Spheres ; 
Works in the lecret Dee ep, hoots, ſteaming thence 
The fair Profuſion that o'erſpreads the Spring: 
Flings fron the Sun direct the fla: ming Day 
Feeds every Creature, hurls the 'Tempelt 55 th; 
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Bleat out afreſh, ye Hills; ye moſly Rocks, 
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And, as on Earth this grateful Change revolves, 
With "Tranſport touches all the Springs of Life. 
Nature, attend! join every living Soul 

Beneath the fpacious Temple of the Sky : 

In Adoration join; and, ardent, raiſe 

One general Song! To him, ye vocal Gales, 
Breathe ſoft, whoſe Spirit in your Freſhneſs breathes : 


Ob talk of him in ſolitary Glooms! 


Where, o'er the Rock, the ſcarcely-wavipg Pine 


F1lis the brown Shade with a religious Awe, 


And ye, whoſe bolder Note is heard afar, 

Who ſhake the aſtoniſh'd Werld, lift high to Heav'n 
Th' impetuous Song, and ſay from whom ye rage, 
His Praiſe, ye Brooks, attune, ye trembling Rills ; 
And let me catch it as I muſe along, 


Ye headlong Torrents, rapid and profound; 


Ye ſofter Floods, that lead the humid Maze 

Along the Vale; and thou, majeſtic Main, 

A ſecret World of Wonders in thyſelf, _ 

Sound his ſtupendous Praiſe ; whole greater Voice 

Or bids you roar, or bids your Roarings fall. 
Soft roll your Incenſe, Herbs, and Fruits, and Flow'rs, 
In mingled Clouds to him; whoſe Sun exalts, 


W hoſe Breath perfumes you, and whoſe Pencil paints, 


Ye Foreſts, bend; ye Harveſts, wave to him; 


Breathe your ſtill Song into the Reaper's Heart, 


As Home he goes beneath the joyous Moon, 
Ye that keep watch in Heay'n, as Earth aſleep 
Unconſcious lies, effuſe your mildeſt Beams. 
Ye Conſtellations, while your Angels ſtrike, 
Amid the ſpangled Sky, the ſilver Lyre : 


Great Source of Day ! beſt Image here below 
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide 


From World to World, the vital Ocean round 


On Nature write with every Beam his Praiſe. 


The Thunder rolls: Be hufh'd the proſtrate World: 
While Cloud to Cloud returns the ſolemn Hymn. 


Retain 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 353 


Retain the Sound: The broad reſponſive Low, 
Ye Valleys raiſe; for the Great Shepherd reigns; 
And his anfuff'ring Kingdom yet will come. 


Ye Woodlands all, awake: A boundleis Song 


Burſt from the Groves ; ; and when the reſtleſs Day, 
Expiring, lays the warbling World alleep, 
Sweeteſt of Birds | (weet Philomela, charm 

The liſtening Shades, and teach the Night his Praiſe. 
Ye Chief, for whom the whole Creation Tmiles, | 
At once tne Head, the Heart, and Tongue of all, 
Crown the great Hymn! in ſwarming Cities vaſt, 
Aſſembled Men, to the deep Organ join 

The long reſounding Voice, oft breaking clear, 
At folemn Pauſes, through the ſwelling Baſe ; 
And, as each mingling Flame increaſes each, 

In one united Ardour riſe to Heav'n: 

Or, if you rather chuſe the rural Shade, 

And find a Fane in very | ſacred Grove; 

There let the Shepherd's Flute, the Virgin's Lay, 
The prompting Seraph, bare the Poet's Lyre, 

Still ſing the God of Seaſons as they roll, 

For me, when J forget the darling Theme, 
Whether the Bloſſoms blow, the Summer Ray 


Ruſſets the Plain, inſpiring Autumn gleams, 
Or Winter riſes in the black'ning Eaſt, 


Be my Tongue mute, my Fancy paint no more, 
And, dead to Joy, forget my Heart to beat! 
Should Fate command me to the fartheſt Verge 
Of the green Earth, to diſtant barb'rous Climes, 
Rivers unknown to Song ; where firſt the Sun 


SGilds Indian Mountains, or his ſetting Beam 


Flames on th* Atlantic Iſles; *tis nought to me: 
Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 


In the void Walte, as in the City full; 


And waere hy vital breathes, there mu be Toy. 
When e nat laſt the ſolemn Hours ſhall come, 

And wing my myftic Flight to future Worlds, 

I chearful will obey. 1 here with new Powers, 


Will riſing Wonders ſing: I cannot go | 
Ge 3 Where: 
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Where Univerſal Love not ſmiles around, 
Suſtaining all yon Orbs and all their Suns; 
From ſeeming Evil ſtill educing Good, 

And Better thence again, and Better ſtill, 

In infinite Progreſſion. But I loſe 
Myſelf in Him, in LIGHT IN EFFABLE 
Come then, expreſſive Silence, muſe his Praiſe. 


A — * „ — 
— * —— — 


MIND fuperor to B O D Y. 
HAT is the blooming Tincture of the Skin, 
Jo Peace of Mind, and Harmony within ? 
What the bright Sparkling of the fineſt Eye, 
To the ſoft Soothing of a calm Reply? 

Can Comelineſs of Form, or Shape, or Air, 
With Comelineſs of Words or Deeds compare ? 

_ No;---thoſe at firſt th' unwary Heart may gain; 
But theſe,---theſe only, can the Heart retain. 


* Cl 
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FER Moorlands and Mountains, rude, barren, 


and bare, 
As wilder'd and weary'd I roam, 
A gentle young Shepherdeſs ſees my Deſpair, 
And leads me o'er Lawns---to her Home. 
Yellow Sheaves from rich CERES her Cottage had 
crown'd, 8 
Green Ruſhes were ſtrew'd on her Floor, | 
Her Caſement ſweet Woodbines crept wantonly 
round, 


And deck'd the Sod- ſeats at her Door, 


o 


We ſat ourſelves down to a cool! ng Repaſt : 

Freſh Fruits fand ſhe cull'd me the beſt; 

While thrown from my Guard by ſome Glances ſhe 
eat, e 

Love ſſuy ſtole into my Breaſt : 

J told 
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I told my ſoft Wiſhes ; ſhe ſweetly reply'd, 
(Ye Virgins her Voice was divine!) 

I've rich Ones rejected, and great Ones deny'd, 
But take me, fond Shepherd---I'm thine. 


Her Air was ſo modeſt, her Aſpect ſo meek |! 
So ſimple, yet ſweet were her Charms; 1 
I kiſs'd the ripe Roſes that glow'd on her Cheek, 
And lock'd the loy'd Maid in my Arms. 
Now jocund together we tend a few Sheep, 
And if, by yon Pratler, the Stream, 
Reclin'd on her Boſom, I ſink into Sleep, 
Her Image ſtill ſoftens my Dream, 


Together we range oer the flow riſing Hills, 
Delighted with paſtoral Views, 

Or reſt on the Rock whence the Streamlet diſtils, 
And point out new Themes for my Mule. 

To Pomp or proud Titles ſhe ne'er did aſpire, 
Tbe Damſel's of humble Deſcent ; 

The Cottager, PEAR, is well known for her Sire, 
And Shepherds have nam'd her CONTENT. 


a __ 
——— 6—— 5 


| The FOX and th CAT: 4 FABL E. 


AE Fox and the Cat, as they travell'd one Day, 
With moral Diſcourſes cut ſhorter the Way: 
is great, ſays the Fox, to make Juſtice our Guide! 3 
How Godlike is Mercy,” Grimalkin reply d, 


Ml While thus they proceeded, a Wolf from the Wood, 
| Impatient of Hunger, and thirſting for Blood, 
f Ruſh'd forth —as he ſaw the dull Shepherd alleep, 
8 And ſeized for his Supper an innocent Sheep. 

In vain, wretched Victim, for Mercy you bleat, 

W hen Mutton" s at Hand, lays the Wolf, I muſt eat. 


Gri- 


n 


356 The PLEASTN G INSTRUCTOR, 


Grimalkin's aſtoniſh'd. ,--- T he Fox ſtood aghaſt, 
To ſee the fel! Be at his bloody Repaſt. 


What a Wretch,” ſays the Cat, -“ tis the vileſt of 


Brutes: 
Does he feed upon Fleſh, when there's Herbage 
and Roots ?” 


_ Cries the Fox- -* While our Oaks give us Acorns ſo 


good, 

What a Tyrant is this, to ſpill innocent Blood!“ 
Well, onward they march'd, and they moraliz'd ſtill, 
Till they came where ſome Poultry pick'd Chaff by a 

Mine 
Sly Reynerd ſutvey'd them with gluttonous Eyes, 
Ard made (ipxe of Morals) a Pullet his Prize. 
A Mouie too, that chanc'd from her Covert to ſtray, 
The grecdy Grimalkin ſecur d as her Prey. 


A Spider that ſat in her Web on the Wall, 
Perceiv'd the poor Victims, and pity'd their Fall; 
She cry'd- - of ſuch Murders how guiltleſs am 1! 
So ran to regale on a new-taken F ly. 


5 


Mos ee 


The Faults of our Neighbours with Freedom we 


"blame, 
But tax not ourſelves, tho' we practiſe the ſame. 


On Taking of BIRD-NESTs, 


HAVE found out a Giſt for rageFair, 

I have found where the Wood - -Pigeons dent: 
But let me that Plunder forbear | | 
She will ſay 'tis a barbarous Deed. 


He ne'er can be true, ſhe averr'd, 
Who can rob a poor Bird of its Young ; 
Any 1lov'd her the more when I heard 
Such Tenderneſs drop from her Tongue, 


Ar 
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nn ELEOG Y ou n BLACKBIRD, 


HE Sun had chac'd the Winter Snow, 
And kindly loos'd the froſt-bound Soil; 
1 he melting Streams began to flow, 
And Ploughmen urg'd their annual Toil, 


*Twas then amidſt the vernal Throne, 

Whom Nature wakes to Mirth and Love, 

A BLACKBIRD rais'd his amorous Song, 

| And thus it echo'd thro' the Grove, 

« () ! faireſt of the feather'd Train, 
For whom I ſing, for whom I burn; 

* Attend with Pity to my Strain, | 
* And grant my Love a kind Return, 


| See, ſee the Winter Storms are flown, 

|  ©* And Zephyrs gently fan the Air | 

i: © Let us the genial Influence own |! 
Let us the vernal Paſtime ſhare, 


© The Raven plumes his Jetty Wing, 
To pleaſe his croaking Paramour ; 

The Larks reſponſive Love-tales ſing, 

And tell their Paſſion as they ſoar, 


| © But truſt me, Love, the Raven's Wing 
| © Is not to be compar'd with mine; 
| Nor can the Lark fo ſweetly {ing 
As I, who ftrength with Sweetneſs join, 


© With thee I'Il prove the Sweets of Love, 
© With thee divide the Cares of Lite; 

© No fonder Huſband in the Grove, 
Nor none than thee a happier Wife. 


© 1']l lead thee to the cleareſt Rill, 
* Whoſe Streams among the Pebbles ſtray ; 
There will we ſit and ſip our Fill, 
Or on the flow'ry Border play. 
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© Fil guide thee to the thickeſt Brake, 

5 Impervious to the School- boys Eye: i 
For th ee, the plaiſter'd Neſt Il] make, 
* And on thy downy Pinions lie, 


2.0 get thee Food I'll range the Fields, 
And cull the beſt of eve ty Rind; 

Whatever Nature's Bounty yields, 

Or Love's aſſiduous Care can find. 


And when my lovely Mate would ſtray, 
l To take the Sunimer Sweets at large, 
At H Jome Þ'}] wait the live-long Day, 

* And tend at Home our infant Charge, 


When prompred by a Mother's Care, 


* 


La 


* Thy Warmth ſhall form th' impriſon'd Young, 


© With thee the Taſk I'll tondly inare, 
Or chear thy Labours with my Song.” 


He ccas'd his Seng. The melting Dame 
With tender Pity heard his Strain; 

She felt, the own'd a mutual Flame, 
And haften'd to relieve his Pain. 


He led her to the nuptial Bow'r, 
And neſtled cloſely by her Side, 

T he happieſt Bridegroom in that Hour, 
And ſhe the moſt enamour'd Bride, 


Next Morn he wak'd her with a Song 
© Aiiſe! behold the new: born Day ! 


be Lark his matin Peal has rung; 


* Ariie, my Love, and come away.“ 


Together through the Fields they ſtray? q, 
And to the verdant Riv'let's Side, 
Renew'd their Vows, and hopp'd and play d, 
With honeſt 97 and decent ! Pride. 


But O! my Muſe with Pain relates 
The mo Ear Sequel of my Tale; 


Sent by an Order of the Fates, 


A Gunner met tuem in the Vale. 


Alarm'd, 


Sg 


PPP 


* Could from our own Perverſeneſs exfe us, 
i And, if our wich enjoy'd, would pleaſe us. 
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Alarm'd, the Loves 1 My Dear, 
< Haſte, haſte away! from danger fly! 
Here, Gunner, turn thy Vengeance here ! 
401 ſpare my Love, and let me die. 
At him the Gunner took his Aim ; 
The Aim he took was much too true : 
Q ! had he choſe ſome other Game, 
Or ſhot as he had us'd to do!“ 
Divided Pair! forgive the Wrong, 
While I with Tears your Fate rehearſe : 
I'm join the Widow's plaintive Song, 
And ſave the Lover in my Verſe. 


Never having killed any Thing before or ſince. 


4 - 


TL ADL: TL. 


WO Gods long fince came from above, 
One Mercury, the other Fowe ; 

The Humour was, it ſeems, to know, 

If ail the Favours they beſtow, 


Diſcourſing largely on this Theme, 
O'er Hills ani Dales their Godthips came; 
Till well nigh tir'd, at almoſt Night, 
They thosg' b it proper to alight. 


Note here, and 'tis as true as odd is, 
That, in Diſguiſe, a God or Goddeis 


Exerts no lupernat ral Powers; 


But acts on Maxims juſt like ours. 

4 They ſpy'd at laſt a Cou my Farm. 
Where al was ſnug, and clean, and warm; 
For Woods before, and Elills bea:nd, 
Secur'd it both from Rain and Wind': : 

55 are I'S (2xen i ill the F eld WCre. lowing 5 
God Grain was fown;- g 529d Fruit was growing; 


—Ü—ͤ—Uääʒè — ER —— — — 2 — 2 ne 
1 
. : 9 1 n \ 4 * 
—̃ — — * — 


"Of 


360 The Preasinc INSTRUCTOR 


Of laſt Year's Corn in Barns 1 Store; 
Fat Turkies gobbling at the Door: 


And Wealth, in ſhort, with Peace conſented, 


That People here ſhou'd live contented : 
But did they in Effect do fo ? 


Have Patience, Friend, and thou ſhalt know, 


The honeſt Farmer and his Wife, 
To Years declin'd, from Prime of Life, 
Had ſtruggled with the Marriage Nooſe, 

(As almoſt ey 15 Couple does:) 
nber my 
Kiſſing to-day, to-morrow ſnarling: 
Jointly ſubmitting to endure 


That Evil which admits no Cure. 


Our Gods the outward Gate unbarr'd ; 
Our Farmer met them in the Yard : 


lague, . my Darling! 


Thought they were Folks that loſt their Way, 


And aſk'd them civilly to ſtay : 

Told them for Supper or for Bed, 
They might go on, and be worſe ſp ed, 
So ſaid, ſo done; the Gods 5 
All three into the Parlour went: 

I'hey compliment, they ſit, they chat, 
Fight o'er the Wars, reform the State ; ; 
A Noa fend knotty Points they clear, 
*Till Supper and my Wife appear. 


Well then. Things handſomely were ſerv'd, 


My Miſtreſs for the Strangers carv'd: 

How ſtrong the Beer, how good the Meat, 
How loud they laugh'd, how much they eat, 
In Epic ſumptuous would appear, 

Yet ſhall be paſs'd | in Silence here : 

For I ſhould grieve to have it ſaid, 

That by a fine Deſcription led, 

I made my Epiſode too long; 

Or tir'd my Friends to grace my Song. 


The Grace- cup ſerv'd, the Cloth away, 
Jove thought it Time to ſhew his Play : 


— 


Land- 
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Landlord FE Landlady, he cry d, 

Folly and Jeſting laid aide, , 

That ye thus holpitabiy — 

And Strangers with good Cheer receive, 

Is mighty grateful to your Betters, 

And makes ev'n Gods themſelves your Debtors. 
To give this Theſis plainer Proof, | 

You have To-night beneath your Roof 

A Pair of Gods; nay, never wonder, 

This Youth can fly, and I can thunder. 

I'm Jupiter, and he Mercurius, _ 

My Page, my Son indeed, but ſpurious. 
Form then three Wiſhes, Tou Thad Madam, 
And, ſure as you already had em, 
'The Things defir'd, in Half an Hour, 
Shall all be here, and in your Pow'r. 


Thank ye, great Gods, the Woman ſays; 6 
0 may your Altars ever Blaze; 
A Ladle for our Silver Diſh 
Is what I want—is what I wiſh. — 

A Ladle! cries the Man, —a Ladle! 
Odzooks, Coriſca, you have pray'd ill; 

W hat ſhould be great you turn to Farce, 
J wiſh the Ladle in your A—e. 


With equal Grief and Shame, my Muſe 
The Sequel of the Tale purſues : 
The Ladle fell into the Room, 
And ſtuck in old Cori/ca's um; 
Our Couple weep two Wiſhes paſt, St 
And kindly ; join to form the lat; | Nos 
To eaſe the Woman's aukward Pain, | 


And with the Ladle out again. 


The M o R A L. | 
Tris Commoner has Worth and Parts, 
Is prais'd for Arms, or lov'd for Arts; 
His Head aches for a Coronet; 


And who is bleſs'd that is not great? "0 . 
SD -. Some 


Some Bene and more Eſtate, kind en | 
| 170 this well-lotted Peer has givn: 


What then? He muſt have Rule and Sway 3 3 
And all is wrong, till he's in Play. 


The Miſer muſt take up his Plum; 
And dares not touch the hoarded Sum. 
The ſickly Dotard wants a Wife, 

To draw off his laſt Dregs of Life. 
Againſt our Peace we arm our Will, 
Amidſt our Plenty Something ſtil! 
For Horſes, Houſes, Pickup, Planting, 
To thee, to me, to him is wanting. 


The cruel Something unpoſſeſs“ d. 
Corrodes and leavens all the reſt. 
That Something if we could . | 
Would ſoon create a future Pain: 
And to the Coffin, from the Cradle, 
Tis all a Vi iſo, and all 2 Ladle, 
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he ee To Tals. 


\ TIRTUE and Vice, two mighty Pow'rs, 
Who rule this motley World of ours, 
- Diſputed once which govern'd beſt, - | 
And whoſe Dependents moſt were bleſt : 
They reaſon'd, rally'd, crack'd their Jokes, 


_ - Hucceeding d like other Folks; 


Their Logic waſted, and their Wit, 
Nor one nor t'other would ſubmit ; 
But both the doubtful Point conſent | 
To clear by fair Experiment : 
For this ſome Mortal, they declare, 
By Turns ſhall both their Bounties thare : 
And, either's Pow'r to bleſs him try'd, 
Shall then the long Diſpute decide. 
On Hedge they fix, a Country Boor, 
As yet rough, ign'rant, careleſs, poor : 
Vice firſt exerts her Power to bleſs, 
And ol Aa him Riches to Exceſs : 


With | 
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With Gold ſhe taught him to fupply 

Each riſing With of Luxury: 
Hodge grew at length polite and * = 
ART liv'd ike Miniſter of State: FS th | 
He ſwore with Grace, got nobly drunk, 
And kept in Pomp his twentieth Punk. 

One Morning, as in eaſy Chair | - | 
Hodge fat with ruminating Air, 
Vice, like a Lady fair and gay, | | 
Approach'd, and thus was heard to tay, 

(Behind her Yirtue all the While 

Stood {lily liſt'ning with a Smile) | 

© Know, favour'd Mortal, know, that I | — 

The Pleaſures of thy Life Z | 

© I rais'd thee from the clay-built Cell, | 
© Where IV ant, Contempt, and Slavery awe! lx 
And (as each Joy on Earth is fold) 
* To purchaſe 4, IJ gave thee Gold; — 
© This made the Charms of Beauty thine. DO 
This bleſs'd thee with the Joys of Wine; = 
* This gave thee, in the rich Repaſt, | 1 
© Whatc'er can pleaſe the tutor'd Taſte! * 
Conkeſs the Bleflings I beſtow, - 
© And pay the gratetul Thanks you owe, _ 
My Name is Vice /”—Cry'd Hodge, and lcer K 
Long be your mighty Name rever'd ! | 

3 Forbid it, Heav'n ! thus bleſs'd by you, 

| * 
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That I-ſhould rob you of your Due 
To Wealth, twas you that made me Heir, 
Ani gave, for which I thank you, Care; 
Wealth brought me Mine, tis paſt a Doubt, 
And Wine—lee-here's a Leg - the Count : 
To Wealth my French Ragout I owe, . 
Whence Scurvy, Pains, and Afthmas flow; 
And now to ſhew how much I prize 
The Joys which from your Bounties riſe, 
Each coupled with ſo dear a Brother, 

« I'll give you one to take the other. 

Avaunt ! depart from whence you came, 
* And thank your Stars that I am lame. En- 
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Enrag'd and griewd, away ſhe flew, 

And with her Gifts from Hladge withdrew. 

Nov in this ſad repentant Hour, = 
Celeſtial Virtue try'd. her Pow'r; 

For Wealth CONTENT the Goddeſs gave, 

T'Hh' unenvy'd Treaſure of the Slave! 

From wild Deſires ſhe ſet him free, 

And fill'd his Breaſt with Charity ! 

No more loud Trumpets Riot breeds, 

And 'TEMP'RANCE Gluttony ſucceeds. 

Hedge, in his native Cot at Reſt, 
Now Virtue found, and thus addreſs'd: 


Say, for 'tis yours by Proof to know 


© Can Virtue give thee Bliſs below.? 17! "7 


+ Content my Gift, and Temp'rance mine, 


And Charity, tho' meek, divine 


With bluſhing Cheeks, and kindling Eyes, 


The Man tranſported thus replies: 
My Goddeſs ! on this favour'd Head, 
The Life of Life, thy Bleſſings, ſhed ! 
My annual Thouſands when I told, 
Inſatiate ſtill I ſigh'd for Gold; 
You gave Content, a boundleſs Store, 
And, rich indeed] I ſigh'd no more. 


With Temp'rance came, delightiul Gyelt ! N 


With Chariy's ſeraphic Flame, 
Each gen'rous ſocial Pleaſure came; 
Plea'ure which in Pqſſeſſion riſe, a 
And retroſpective Thoughts ſupplies! 
Long. to atteſt it may J live, | 
That, all Vice promiſes, you give.“ 
Vice heard, and ſwore that Hodge for Hire, 
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Health, tafleful Food, and balmy Reft ; | 
0 53894 

4 

4 

= 

c 


IIad giv'n his Verdict like a Lawyer; 


And Virtue, turning with Diſdain, 
Vow'd ne'er to ſpeak to Vice again. 


The 


2 dull complaining Atheiſt ſaid, 


Which upwards cannot make its Spring, 


While on this Oak an Acorn ſmall, 
That wholſoe'er ſurveys this all, 


Pong things that on tbe ſurface ſprung, - 


The wounded Part wirh Tears can ver, 
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Ethinks 1 World ſeems edi 
made, 
And evry Chin amiſs 


As ſtretch d he lay beneath the Shade, 
And inſtanced in this. 

Behold. quoth he, that mighty Ebing, 
A Pumpkin large and round, 

Is beld but by a little String 


Mor bear it from the Ground, 


So diſproportion'd grows; 


This univexſal caſual Ball, 
Its ill Eontrivance knows. 


My better Judgment would have hung 
The Pumpkin on the Tree; 
And left the . — ſlightly ſtrung, 


And weak and feeble be. 


Jo more the Caviller coi'd ſay, 
Nuo further Faults decrp; 
For upwards gazing as he lap, 
An Acorn loolen'd from its Spray, 
Fell down upon his Eye. 


as puniſh'd for the Sin: 
Fool ! had that Bough a Pumpkin bore, 
ThyWhimſies muff have work d no more, 
Mor Skull have kept em in. 
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A CoNTEMPLATION on N1GHT. 

HETHER amid the Gloom of Night I ſtray, 
Or my glad Eyes enjoy revolving Day, 

Still Nane s various Face informs my Senſe, 

Of an all-wiſe, all- powerful Providence. 


When the gay Sun firſt breaks the Shades of Night, 


And ſtrikes the diſtant eaſtern Hills with Light, 

Colour returns, the Plains their Liv'ry wear, 

And a bright Verdure clothes the ſmiling Year; 

The, blooming Flow'rs with opening Beauties glow, 

And grazing Flocks their milky Fleeces ſhew 

The barren Cliffs with chalky Fronts ariſe, 

And a pure Azure arches o'er the Skies. 

Bat when the gloomy Reign of Night x returns, 
Stripp'd of her fading Pride, all Nature mourns : 
The Trees no more their wonted Verdure boaſt, 
But weep in dewy Tears their Beauty loſt ; 

No diſtant Landſcapes draw our curious Eyes, 
Wrapp'd 3 in Night's Robe the whole Creation lies. 
Yer ſtill, e'en now, while Darkneſs clothes the Land, 
We view the Traces of th' Almighty Hand; 
Millions of Stars in Heaven's wide Vault appear, 
And with new Glories hang the boundleſs Sphere; 
The filver Moon her eaſtern Couch forſakes, 
And ver the Skies her nightly Circle makes, 
Her ſolid Globe beats back the ſunny Rays, 
And to the World her borrow'd Light repays. 
Whether thoſe Stars that twinkling Luſtre ſend, 
Are Suns, and rolling Worlds thoſe Suns attend, 
Man may conjecture, and new Schemes declare, 
Yet all his Syſtems but Conjectures are; 
But this we know, that Heaven's eternal King, 
Who bade this Univerſe from Nothing ſpring, 
Can at his Word bid numerous Worlds appear, 
And rifing Worlds th' all-pow'rful Word ſhall hear. 
When to the weſtern Main the Sun deſcends, 
To other Lands-a riſing Day he leads, 
'The ſpreading Dawn another Shepherd ſpies, 
The wakeful Flocks from their warm Folds ariſe: 
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Refreſh'd, the Peaſant ſeeks his early Toil, 
And bids the Plough correct the fallow Soil; 
While we in Sleep's Embraces waſte the Night, 
The Climes oppos'd enjoy meridian Light; 
And when thoſe Lands the buſy Sun forſakes, 
With us again the roſy Morning wakes. 
In lazy Sleep the Night rolls ſwift away, 
And neither Clime laments his abſcnt Ray. 
When the pure Soul is from the Body flown, _ 
No more ſhall Night's alternate Reign be known: 
The Sun no more ſhall rolling Light beſtow, 
But from th' Almighty Streams of Glory flow. 
Oh, may ſome nobler Thought my Soul employ 
Than empty, tranſient, ſublunary Joy! 
'The Stars thall drop, the Sun ſhall loſe his Flame, 
But thou, O God, for ever ſhin'ſt the ſame. 


£ a —_—_— 
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The UNIVERSAL PARAT A 1. 
ATHER of All! in evry Age, 


| In ev'ry Clime ador'd, 
By Saint, by Savage, and 'by Sage, 
1 Jehovab, Jove, or Lord. 
. Thou Great Firſt Cauſe, leaſt unde ſtood, 
A Who all my Senſe confin'd 


3 To know Soy this, that thou art good, 
' And that myſelf am blind. 

| Yet gave me in this dark Eſtate, 

| To ſee the Good from III; 

by And binding Nature faſt in Fate, 
Left free the human Will. 


What Conſcience dictates to be done, 

Or warns me not to do, | 

; This teach me more than Hell to ſhun, 
That, more than Heav'n purſue. 


What Bleſſings thy free Bounty gives, 
Let me not caſt away; 
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For God is paid when Man receives, 
T' enjoy is to obey. | 


Yet not to Earth's contracted Span 
Thy Goodneſs let me bound, 

Or think thee Lord alone of Man, 
When thouſand Worlds are round. 


Let not this weak unknowing Hand 
Preſume thy Bolts to throw, 

Or deal Damnation round the Land, 

On each I judge thy Foe. 


If I am right, O teach my Heart 
Still in the Right to ſtay 3 ; 

If I am wrong, thy Grace impart, 
'To find the better Way. 


Save me alike from fooliſh Pride, 
Or impious Diſcontent, 

At ought thy Wiſdom has deny'd, 
Or ought thy Goodneſs lent. 


Teach me to feel another's Woe, 
To hide the Fault I ſee; 

That Mercy I to others ſhew, 
'That Mercy ſhew to me. 


Mean tho' I am, not wholly fo, 
vince quicken'd by thy Breath: 
O lead me whereſoe'er I go, 


Thro' this Day's Life or Death. 


This Day be Bread and Peace my Lot; 
All elſe beneath the Sun 

Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd, or bot, 
And let thy Will be done. 


To thee, whoſe Temple is all Space, 
Whoſe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies; 
One Chorus let all Being raiſe ! 

All Nature's Incenſe rife ! 
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